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Uproar as Barcelona dioceseis split into three

The Christian organisation Església Plural yesterday de-
scribed the Vatican’s decision to divide the diocese of
Barcelona into three and to appoint a member of the
secretive organisation Opus Dei as the next archbishop
of Tarragona as “a slap in the face for the Catalan

The spokesperson for this broad-based Christian
organisation criticised the ”completelack of sensitivity”
of the decision, and added that it was a vicious attack”
on the Catalan church, and complained that nothing
like this had been seen since the days of the dic-
tatorship”.

Dali’s surreal appliance of science on showin Girona

Salvador Dali’s artwork might not have been so
central to thesurrealist movementifit weren’t for
the optical illusions they created. From now to
the 1stof November, the exhibition Daliilesil-Iu-
sions optiques at the Museu del Cinema de Girona

explores the technology and science used in Da-
1’s work that help spectators appreciate his unu-
sually skewed perception. The show exposes such
elementsastheuseofholograms, distorted draw-
ings, three dimentional images and animated se-

quences. Dali i les il-lusions optiques is part of the
year of Dali celebration. His love for optical illu-
sions can be seen inanumber ofhis works “where
he created visual distortions and fabricated im-
ages that were unusual butrealistic.”
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Catalan Christian organisation
slams Vatican’s “slap in the face”

The Vatican chooses amember of Opus Dei to be the new archbishop

The organisation Església Plural has
called the decision to divide up the
diocese of Barcelona and to nomin-
ate Jaume Pujol Balcells - a member
of Opus Dei who teaches at the uni-
versity of Navarra - as the new arch-
bishop of Tarragona “an unprece-
dented slap in the face” for the Cat-
alan church, which “has not re-
ceived suchaviciousattackssince the
daysofthedictatorship”.

This broad-based Christian or-
ganisation goes on to call the Vati-
can’s decision to split the diocese of
Barcelona into three a “complete
lack of sensitivity verging on con-
tempt forlocal churches, priestsand
parishioners” The spokesperson
went on to say: “The last thing we
needed rightnowistostartbreaking
up the diocese without first dealing
with existing problems and plan-
ningfor the future, after due consul-
tation with Martinez Sistiach.”

Meanwhile in Terrassa, which is
to be the centre of one of the new
diocese, Josep Pauses, the rector of
the Basilica del Santo Espiritu de
Terrassa has declared thathe is "un-
happy and not at all in agreement”
with the news that the diocese is to
be split into three, "Not only be-
cause of the decision in itself, but
also because of the way in which it
was made, without any considera-
tion of the opinions of the different
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Martinez Sistiach, the newarchbishop of Barcelona

governmental organisations, such
as the episcopal and pastoral coun-
cils”.

The rector went on to say that
the creation of a new diocese in Ter-
rassahad beenreceived with ”decid-
edly mixed feelings” by the local
parishes, as although they were
pleased that Terrassa would once

morebeadiocese (whichitwasfrom
the 5th to the 7th centuries), the
problemwasthatnowtheywouldbe
hindered bya”lack of personneland
infrastructure”, since “nowadays
there are not many seminarists any
more”.

When interviewed in Pamplo-
na, Jaume Pujol Balcells, professor

oftheologyat the University of Nav-
arra, was decidedly upbeat about his
appointment: ”I am returning to
Catalonia, from which I have never
separated myself, as it is where my
family and my cultural and Chris-
tian roots are. I have a great desire
to learn from everyone and to
serve”.

Futureuniversity students are gearing up for their final examination

More than 24,000 students in Catalonia are now
taking the selectivitat, a standardised university
entrance exam. However traumatic the experi-
ence, around 80 per cent pass the test. The pres-
sure drops when a student begins to consider the
how much weight the exam carries in determin-
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ing his or her future. Access into certain univer-
sity degrees is rather difficult, as some require
marks above an 8. In other countries, such as the
US where standardised tests have long been in
place,the idea of the single exam as the superior
qqualifier of a student’s capacity is being re-ex-

amined. Some private universities have already
eliminated the SATsfrom theiracceptancecriter-
ia. Whileeducation wasanissuein thelast general
elections, until the debate on the exams is taken
seriously at an official level, young people will
have to continue to suffer through them.

Judgerequeststrial date

Judge Baltasar Garzon, the investi-
gating magistrate in the case involv-
ing Al Queda activity in Spain, has
concluded the investigative phase of
the proceeding against Osama bin
Laden and other alleged Al Quada
terrorists and suggested that a date
be set for their trial in Madrid.

In a ruling issued Tuesday, Gar-
zonordered that the case’s extensive
files be sent ot the Spanish High
Court known as the Audiencia Na-
cional in preparation for the trial of
Bin Ladenand 40 others.

Garzon claimed in his brief that
the suspects used Spain as a base to
prepare the September 11 attacks in
the United States.

Spanish, Catalan students up
Thenumber offoreignerslearning
Spanishand Catalan hasexceeded
the expectations of Barcelona
Town Hall.

More than 3000 students have
taken partinbasiccoursesinboth
languages, whichisprovided by
the City Counci’sservice for
immigrants, foreignersand
refugees. Their popularity has
seenanincreasein the number of
courses that take placeeach
month.

Catalan police test for drugs

The Autonomous Police Force of
Catalonia (Mossos d’Esquadra) will
soon begin carrying out tests for
drug consumption on drivers in-
volvedinaccidents or who engagein
reckless driving.

The Catalan Ministry of Interior
is buying the testing equipment
from an American company. Each
test of a driver will cost 40 euros.

The agency plans to use the sys-
tem on a trial basis for several
months before deciding whether to
incorporateitpermanently.

The tests can detect cannabis,
cocaine, heroin and amphetamines.

The test can be administered by
non-medical personnel and pro-
vides results in less than five min-
utes.

San Cugatyoungest city

San Cugat is the youngest munici-
palityin the Spanish state,according
to figures published recently by the
CaixaFoundation.

A study compares statistical and
socioeconomical information for
each of the 3,171 municipalities in
the Spanish state with more than
1,000 inhabitants.

In San Cugat, thereare 16.2 chil-
dren born for every 1,000 inhabi-
tants giving it the highest birth rate
of any municipality in the study.

According to city statistics, 10%
of the population is 6 years old or
younger.
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Avalancheriskon Costa
Bravabeaches

The Catalan government sent out notices to 18 cities

Catalonias coastline has just got a
little more brava . Holidaymakers
and local residents along Catalo-
nia’s coastline should beware of fall-
ing rock. Approximately 20 of the
coves and beaches along the Costa
Bravarun the risk of avalanches, the
Catalan government has warned.
Throughout the counties of Alt and
Baix Emporda, municipalities have
been officially alerted by the general
minister of architecture and hous-
ing that their coastline is in danger.

The advisory falls particularly
close to home in parts such as La
Cala del Senyor Ramon, where two
bathers werekilled by the crumbling
cliffs last summer. Half a dozen
rocks fell from the cove’s cliffs in the
municipality of Santa Cristina
d’aro, taking twolives - one wasalo-
cal politician, Joaquim Turré i Ro-
sell6 - and seriously injuring others.
The environmental minister of the
area, Ramon Vancells, has an-
nounced that the cove will be reop-
ened to the publicat the end of June.

The official advisory was sent to
18 municipalities: Portbou, Colera,
Llanga, el PortdelaSelva, Cadaqués,
Roses, L’Escala, Torroella de Mon-
tgri, Begur, Palafrugell, Palamos,
Calonge, Castell-Platjad’Aro, Tossa
de Mar, Lloret de Mar and Blanes. In
response, the government officials
in Girona have created signs to be
posted on those beaches and coves
where avalanches could occur. One
safety measure will be to prohibit
beach bars from setting up at the
foot of the cliffs.

In Tossa de Mar, the city council

has done a geological study on its
two beaches, Codolar and Porta Pi,
which were listed in the official re-
port as dangerous areas. In Blanes,
Capellans beach will be marked as
well. Roses received the notice on
Friday and has not yet responded.

In Palafrugell, a popular spot for
both foreign and Catalan holiday-
makers, the Golfet beach will be

LacaladelSenyorRamonreopensafterlastyearsaccident

closed. Signs have been posted on El
Cau, Llis, Aigua Dolga and Cala
Marquesa. The measure may not be
so happily received by beach-goers
in Cadaqués where Sa Costawasalso
included in the list of hazardous
beaches. “We have found that there
are people sunbathing, even on the
very rocks that crumbled down,”
the city’s mayor says.

Catalan newspaper goes bankrupt

The owners of Avui, the first daily newspaper to be published in Catalan,
has filed for bankruptcy, the newspaper announced yesterday. Amongst
the newspaper’s financial problems are the sizeable debts it has with the
Spanish Tax Ministry and the Social Security Administration. In May, the
Catalan governmentapproved aspecial subsity of two million euros to meet
immediate finalcial needs and give the newspaper time to find investors
willing to take on the ownership of the business. One of the conditions of
the subsidity was that because of its extraordinary nature it would only be
granted once and that the newspaper would have until 15 July to obtain
externalinvestors.

financially and Nevertheless, the newspaper claims it will continue to
publish “inanormal manner”.

The newspaper’s editor, Victor Sanchez, in a Radio interview expressed
the wish that the new mannagement of the newspaper would respect the
ideals that the paper currently has.

According to an editorial published on the first page of yesterday’s edi-
tion of the newspaper, the decision to file “was not easy, but it was the only
responsible decision that we could make that could guarantee the survival
ofthisnewspaper”, Sanchezsays.

The newspaper is soon expected to propose an agreement that will be
satisfactory to its creditors and at the same time afford the newspaper more
financial stability than it has had in the past.“We think that a newspaper
written in Catalan that operates independently and without interference
isviable. Avui’s current financial situation should allow the paper to remain
viable”, Sanchez says. Avui made history in 1976, when it became the first
daily published in Catalan after more than 40 years of prohibition under
the Francoregime. In 1995 itbecame the first Spanish newspaper to publish
ontheinternet.

Aidsvirusnotunder control

Contrary to scientific advancements, Catalan health officials say the AIDS
epidemicisfar fromunder control. Thevirus continues to threaten the pop-
ulation, moving increasingly beyond groups previously considered at risk.
With thisunderlying message, the departmentofhealthrecentlymade pub-
lic its latest report on AIDS in Catalonia. The study found that 47 per cent
of Catalan carriers contracted HIV through heterosexual intercourse, and
76 per centare women, younger and younger in age.

Health officials fear that there is an increasing tendency in Catalan so-
ciety to have unprotected sex, prompting the health minister, Marina Geli,
toexclaim, “don’tdrop your guard” in AIDS prevention.

In regard to population groups, Geli shows particular concern for the
growth in the number of young women infected by HIV. According to the
health experts, vaginal penetration makes women twice as prone to the vi-
rus as men. Another sector with an alarming rate of HIV is made up of im-
migrants. The study shows that one in every four people carrying the virus
are fromabroad. In most cases the virusis contracted here, rather than their
county of origin. Geli points out that AIDS cannot be fought against with-
out a coordinated plan to combat the rest of the sexually transmitted dis-
eases as well as undesired pregnancies. Health experts are concerned with
thelackof condom use.

Classrooms over
crowded says report

A trade union claims that a fifth of more students during the course of

Nudists find their sealegs on Mediterranean cruise

Cruising has acquired a whole new meaning after the
Flamenco docked in Barcelona with 450 naturists on
board. For between 430 and 1,500 euros holidaymakers
can cruise naked, calling at a variety of Mediterranean
ports.

The majority of the voyagers were couples, some

with their children, and were of all ages, ranging from
atwo-week-old babay toa74-year-old couple.

The cruise is organised by the Valencian firm Viajes
Gheisa who have devised an itinerary to take in nudist
beaches. There are 30,000 practising nudists in the
Spanish state and 3,000 nudist federations.
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all classroomsin Catalan schoolsare
over crowded. According to the
teachers union the USTEC-STE this
situation is the result of the Educa-
tion Department who have contin-
uedapolicy ofincreasing classroom
numbers by 10% over the past year,
to deal with an influx of students be-
cause of trends like immigration.

The trade union has done a
study in to the problem of over-
crowding during this year and
found that 18.31% of classrooms
suffer from excess students.

It revealed that in the private
sector the problem is more severe
where excess students per class-
rooms is 30% compared to state
schoolswherejustover 11% ofclass-
rooms are overcrowded.Caroline
Ruis a spokewomen for the trade
union claims overcrowding is a tac-
tic for schools to earn more money
and that they must not accept any

anacademicyear.

The trade union also said thatin
some regions of Catalonia like el
Garrafiel Maresme, that next term
many classrooms were already full
of extra students. It means that they
cannotspend there budget correctly
on those students that arrived dur-
ing term time were being penalised.

The majority of these extra stu-
dents that arrive after the start of a
school year are immigrants that ac-
tually need special education servi-
ces, as for example they need help to
learn thelanguage.

The trade union says that their
studies prove that the new Catalan
Government is continuing with
education polices followed by the
former administration of the Con-
vergencia i Unid. The trade union
wants to see a situation in the class-
roomwhere over crowdingdoes not
penaliseimmigrants.



-

NEWS

CATALONIA TODAY
Wednesday 16 June 2004

Catalanlosingbattleto
have ownvoicein Europe

Interpretation costs less than one euro per European citizen per annum

STEPHEN BURGEN

Efforts to make Catalan an official
European language seemed
doomed after Miguel Angel Mora-
tinos, the Spanish foreign minister,
reported that there seemed to be in-
sufficient support within the EU
presidency forsuchamove.

When the European Union ac-
quired ten new memberslast month
italsoadded nine storeys to its tower
of Babel, raising the number of of-
ficial languages from 11 to 20,
among them Estonian, Slovenian
and Maltese but not, however, Cat-
alan, athough it is more widely
spoken than either Danish or Fin-
nish.

It is up to member states to say
which languages they want. José
Luis Zapatero, the Spanish prime
minister, asked that Catalan, Eu-
skera and Gallego be given official
status under the new European
constitution.

There is a view that EU institu-
tionsalready cater for too manylan-
guages and that it would be foolish
and costly to add any more. How-
ever, maintaining mulitilingualism
is remarkably cheap. The cost of in-
terpreting before enlargement was

28 centimos per European citizen
per year and the total cost of inter-
pretingand translation was only two
euros. With enlargement this has
risen to three euros per citizen.

People imagine that with each
new language it becomes necessary
to find people who are bilingual in
each of the others but this is not the
case. Forastart, only top-level meet-
ings have a full 20-20 service, that is
interpretation from and to all 20 of-
ficiallanguages, Many meetings will
onlybeinterpreted into three main-
stream languages, typically English,
French and German, while others
will use relays to interpret the lan-
guages that are less widely spoken.

The introduction of a new lan-
guage means that any meeting with
more than five languages will re-
quire a further three interpreters
and one of the main problems cre-
ated by enlargement is that there are
fewroomsbigenough toholdall the
delegates and interpreters for 20-20
service.

Ian Andersen, head of communi-
cations in the Directorate General
for Interpretation, which services
10-15,000 meetings a year, explains
that the solution to the minority

tongues has always been to use re-
lays, linking the two minority ton-
gues in a relay of interpreters, with
oneofthethreedominantlanguages
providing the crossover. For exam-
ple, Finnish would be relayed to Ital-
ianvia English. Accordingto Ander-
sen, the relay only delays interpreta-
tion to the third language by about
onesecond.

In regard to enlargement he says
the main problem has been finding
sufficient suitable interpreters in
countries with such small popula-
tions. The relative obscurity of the
new memberslanguagesisnotanew
problem. “In 1973 English was an
exotic language because there
wasn’t much of a market on the
Continent for English interpreta-
tion,” he says. “We had to recruit
Austrians and Swiss to find people
who could interpret from English
into German.”

He describes the interpreter’s
task as working with words as
chunks of meaning. “You strip the
thought of its linguistic dress in the
first language and then dress it up
again in the second. For example,
formal Italian and Spanish are very
flowery and if translated directly

Moratinos saysthatthereislittle support fromwithinthe EU presidency

would, to a Scandinavian, seem ab-
surdly ornate. I would cut about 20
per cent of the flowers out of what
anItalian wassaying.”

Even were Catalan recognised as
an official language, since 1984 the
European Commission has applied
apolicy of “real needs” for interpre-

tation, that is, a minority language
is only provided if representatives
speaking that language do not have
complete competence in any other.
As virtually all educated Catalans
are competent in Castilian they
would find it hard to make a case for
a need for Catalan interpretation.

JodiPortabella, left,accompanied by Carles Puigdemont and Miquel Bergaand right, the bus that will tour Barcelonato promote the new paper./JORDI GARCIA

. W

Officiallaunch English-language newspaper

Morethan 150 people attended the launch of Catalonia Today at Barcelona’s Liceu operahouse yesterday

More than 150 people attended the
launch ceremony of Catalonia To-
day. in the Gran Theatre del Liceu
operahouseyesterday.

The event marked the publica-
tion of the first issue of the new
newspaper, the first English lan-
guage daily newspaper to be pub-
lished in Catalonia.

Amongst those attending were
the secretary of Linguistic Policy of
the Catalan government Antoni Mir

and the vice-president of the Cata-
lan government Jordi Portabella.

Portabella commented on the
importance that an English-lan-
guage newspaper has for Catalonia
and Barcelona, and congratulated
its publishers on thelaunch.

Representing the newspaper
were Carles Puigdemont, managing
editor, and Stephen Burgen, editor,
and Miguel Berga, president of the
editorialboard.

Arxiu Municipal de Girona. Catalonia Today. 16/6/2004. Page 4

As the event was taking place,
newsagents in Barcelona began dis-
tributing the newspaper to foreign
residents, tourists and English-
reading Calalans.

At the launch ceremony, DVD
copies of a report about National
Book Day prepared by the Welsh
journalist Brandon Jones were dis-
tributed.

There will be a special one-
month promotional campaign for

the newspaper. The most outstand-
ing symbol of this campaign will be
a double-decker bus decorated in
the design of the newspaper, which
will travel around Barcelona and
other parts of Catalonia to distrib-
uteand promote the paper.

30,000 copies of Catalonia To-
day will be distributed free from
Tuesday to Saturday to more than
300 outlets.

It will also be available in 50

newsagents in Barcelona as well as
bookshops, libraries, cultural cen-
tres, airports, tourism offices, and
hotels.

Readers who would like more
specific information about distrib-
ution can contact: distribu-
tion@cataloniatoday.info.

For information about home
suscriptions, contact: suscrip-
tions@cataloniatoday.info, fax 932
276621,tel. 932276 620.
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Saddam tobehanded
over toIraqisfor trial

Accordingto reports Saddamwill bein Iraqi custody by end of month

The US led coalition will hand over
Saddam Hussein to Iraqi custody
according to the country’s prime
minister Iyad Ayad. He said that the
handover will take place within the
next two weeks. The Red Cross said
that all POW’s must be released or
chargedbefore the official end of the
occupation ofIraqon 30 June. Iraq’s
special tribunal on war crimes, is
preparing to detain Saddam Hus-
sein and other leaders from the
country’s former regime.

The US state department said
Washington was in the process of
talking with the interim Iraqi gov-
ernment about Saddam’s hand-
over.“If the Iraqis want him, we’re
receptive to the idea of transfer,” an
American official was quoted by

AFP. Hussein has been held in an
undisclosed location by the US for-
ces since December 2003, and has
beeninterrogated..

The US commander who is at
the centre of the Iraqi prisoner scan-
dal, Brig Gen Janis Karpinski, said
she is being made into a scapegoat.
She was in charge of the military po-
lice unit that ran the Abu Ghraib jail
and other prisons. She is currently
suspended from duty. She told the
BBC that she has no knowledge of
the tortures that went on inside the
prisonsand thatquestionsaboutthe
abuses should be asked to senior US
Army chiefs such as Gen Ricardo
Sanchez.

The British military police are
investigating new accusations of

abuses by UK troops in Iraq in re-
sponse to complaints made by the
Red Cross and published yesterday
in The Guardian.

Attorney General Peter Gold-
smith announced that four soldiers
will be tried by a military court for
alleged tortures inflicted on Iraqi
prisoners, while a fifth soldier is be-
ing investigated by Scotland Yard
for the killing of an Iraqi citizen.

The accusations of mistreat-
ment do not stop there, because ac-
cording to The Guardian, the Red
Cross complained about the treat-
ment that some Iraqi prisoners re-
ceived after a fire fight in which
some British soldiers participated
on Monday in Majar al Kabir, in the
southofIraq.

Saddam pictured shortly after hisarrest eight months after his regime fell

Spanish want death penalty for terror offences

A survey has revealed that nearly 45% of Spanish people are in favour of
the death penalty for acts of terrorism, but 48% of those quizzed by Gallup
were against such a move. The survey of 1015 people during April this year,
revealed that 27% were in favour of capital punishment for murder while
the vast majority of those quizzed, nearly 63% opposed it. People aged over
65 years were more likely to support the death penalty for murder. How-
ever, those aged between 35 and 44 years, university graduates, the middle
class and those living in northern Spain, were against the death penalty for
peoplewho committed murder.

Couples convertingto Islam toadopt

More Spanish couples are converting to to Islam so that they adopt Mor-
occan children. The trend follows Moroco’s decision seven years to allow
foreigners to take pocession of the 30,000 abandoned children in the coun-
try. Under Moroccan law foreigners can obtain care for a child by meeting
certain conditions, one of which includes changing faith to Islam. Since
1997 less than a hundred Moroccan children have moved to Spain with
their new parents, the majority going to Catalonia. Ironically, a group of
Franciscan nuns in the Moroccan capital Rabat help couples with the pa-
perworkand other aspects of the care process. It places the nuns in a certain
dilemma, helping fellow Christians to change religion.“The nuns do it for
the children, who are seen in Morocco as the children of sin, where they
haveno future,” saysavolunteer, who works with the nuns. For the majority
of Spanish the conversion to Islam is seen as a formality, so that they can
take care ofachild.

Aid for 10 million people under threat

Ten million people face starving as aid workers are unable to get food to
them, according to the UN’s humanitarian chief. General Jan Egeland said
food deliveries in 20 countries were being sabotaged or put at risk due to
a lack of funds. He said the worst hit region was Sudan’s Darfur area as
well as Colombia, Somalia and Afghanistan. He wants the United Nations
to act swiftly to protect civilians in armed conflict. He said the faultlay with
governments for not providing access and armed groups not giving any
security.“A major issue was a lack of security for aid workers,” he says. He
was angry with the Sudanese government for the Darfur issue, where two
million people are in need of food due a conflict between the rebels and
Arab militias. Humanitarian workers have not been issued visas and food
and equipmentisbeingheld up.

Frenchpolicearrest terror suspects

French anti-terrorist police have arrested up to 12 people after a series on
suspected Islamist groups across the Paris region, officials have confirmed.
Reportsindicate that those detained included one Muslim imam and some
ofhis followers and that police seized guns and equipment for making false
identity papers. However, a Reuters news agency report says that the items
could pointonlyto criminal and not terroristactivity.
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SALVADORMARTI

Bluebloods’ divine
right to benormal

oday monarchies need

new strategies to ensure

their survival. One such

strategy is to give the impression

that royals are just as modern and

normal as everyone else. In other

words, they pretend to be people
who fallinlove.

Together with a group of collea-
gues from the University of Sala-
manca, I took advantage of the royal
wedding on May 22 to trample
through arepublic. Iam referring to
the nearby Republic of Portugal, far
from the media hype surrounding
the royal wedding, in a good restau-
rant in Sendim which is famous for
itscod.

Asyoumayhave guessed, on this
Saturday of the royal wedding we
gorged ourselves on a republican
feast.

Thetruthofthe matteristhatthe
phenomenon of the monarchy in
Spain begs at the very least a mo-
mentofreflection.

Yes, reflection. Especially since
in Spain, unlike in other European
countries with monarchies, those in
the political class, the media and
others associated with the state are
delighted with theroyal family.

On the morning of May 22, 25
million television viewers and the
absence of political bickering or
heated congresional debates attest
to the veracity of this statement.

The most remarkable aspect of
this wedding was the the social sta-
tus of the new Princess of Asturias,
Letizia Ortiz. She comes from a
humble background, with not one
drop of royal blood in her body, just
like therestofus.

Had there been any questions
raised, one of them might have been
whether the prince should be al-
lowed to marry a normal everyday
citizen. Judging from the attitude
shown by the print media, the
broadcast media, and especially by
the man on the street, the answer
would havetobeyes.

There is widespread agreement
thatinamodern country people can
marry whomever they want, exer-
cising their own free will and and
withouthavingto overcomeanyob-
stacles imposed by tradition or
custom.

Such has been the case, as we
have heard time and time again,
with royal couples such as Prince
Haakon Magnus of Norway and
Mette-Marit, Prince Frederick of
Denmark and Mary Donaldson,
and Maxima Zorreguieta and
Prince William of Holland.

Together with two plates of gril-
led cod came a reflection which re-
lates this supposed modernity to the
logicofconquest.

Forr centuries monarchs have
used marriage as a strategy to
strengthen their relationships with
other royal families so as to mini-
mise their risk of losing power and
maximise their chances to perpetu-
ate themselves by taking over new
lands.

Nowadays, however, thelogic of
power is very different. In demo-
craticsocieties, power is maintained
through consensus and favourable
publicopinion.

Monarchies must adopt strat-
egies towards this end. One of these
is is to appear to be like normal and
modern people.

This means, appearing to be
peoplewho fallinlove, who practice
sports, who like football, who listen
to techno music, all within the ab-
normal condition that the monar-
chybestows upon them.

As far as I know, ther is nothing
more reactionary than than the tra-
ditional and almost divine legitim-
acy that sustains the myth of the ex-
istence of historicallineages thatcan
represent political communitiesina
perman ent and patricharcial way.

This is why it is suprising to find
the supposed modernity of the royal
couple used as the main pilliar to
sustain the legitimacy of the institu-
tion thatleastrepresents modernity.
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Lightattheend ofthe MNACtunnel

he history of the pro-
ject to renovate the Museu
Nacional d’Art de Catalu-
nya - which in fact is the last of the
pre-Olympic projects to be comple-
ted in Barcelona - has been a long
and eventful one. The renovation
work will finish at the end of the
year, and even though it seems that
the light at the end of the tunnel is
now shining brightly, this project
has been hampered by a long series
of obstacles which have made the
MNAC a constant source of con-
troversy.

These include problems involv-
ing thebudget provisions of the suc-
cessive governments (which have
varied greatly in terms of their po-
litical colours) for the project to re-
novate and fit out the Palau Nacio-
nal. However, this last stage is now
moving on apace thanks to the fact
that the Ajuntament, the Generali-
tat and the Spanish government
have finally reached an agreement.
Another more minor source of con-
troversy (though it has produced
some equally emotional reactions),
is Tapies’ sock sculpture, which was
to have been installed in the Sala
Oval. The model of this piece has in
fact received more media attention
than another significant event - the
hanging of Fortuny’s classic paint-
ing The Battle of Tetuan.

The arrival of the art works that
have been brought in from the Mu-
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seu d’Art Modern represents the
end of a long process which will ef-
fectivelylink up thework of the early
Catalan avant-garde artists with
Catalan romanesque art, thus creat-
ing something that Catalonia has
needed for a long time - a museum
which will give visitors a compre-
hensive idea of the state of Catalan
art during the past two centuries.

However, the museum should
not simply be reduced to being an-

VIEWPOINT

other stop on the tourist circuit: the
MNAC should be a living museum
which encourages and stimulates
interest in the field of Catalan art.
And fortunately, the museum al-
ready has everything it needs to ach-
ieve this - a good bibliographic col-
lection, a skilled restoration depart-
ment and a collection of art works
which represents a cross-section of
notonly Catalonia’s art, butalso the
history of the country.

Condomsarenotsexeducation

he Catalan govern-

ment has proposed instal-

ling condom dispensers in

secondary schools, on the condition

that approval is given by the board
of governers for each school.

This proposal, which had been
presented by the previous Catalan
administration, represents a signif-
icant step towards stemming the
Aids epidemic, which data show is
not diminishing, and could also
help to prevent unwanted preg-
nancies.

This is not merely a question of
making condom dispensers avail-
able to secondary school students.

Aids prevention depends onim-
provingtheinformationandeduca-

tionthatyoungpeoplereceiveabout
sexuality.

The latest figures available from
Catalonia’s Epidemilogical Re-
search Centre for Aids indicate that
the number of infections has been
increasing over the past few years,
especially among immigrants, teen-
agers and even among children.

This data attests to the impor-
tance of receiving adequate infor-
mation about sexuality. For young
people, failing to take preventative
measures while engaging in sexual
relations is behind the increase we
are seeing in the number of in-
fections.

Improved sex education could
go a long way towards increasing
prevention.

Many immigrants may lack in-
formation— Some come from
countries where Aids is not ac-
knowledged as an epidemic as well
as lacking access to preventative
medicine.

Yet the immigration issue is a
red herring as the majority of immi-
grants with HIV/Aids were not in-
fected when they came to Catalonia,
and for that reason we should take
firm measures to prevent more of
them from becoming infected.

Schools should not bear the sole
responsibility for educating chil-
dren, but they could do more to pro-
vide the kind of sex education that
can help prevent more of the kinds
of problems we are currently ex-
periencing.
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Spainremains Europe’s
top tourist destination

Spainisstillafavoured holiday destination in spite of terror attacks

Spain is still the most popular des-
tination for Europeans taking a va-
cation, even though they have con-
cerns about travelling to a country
that has suffered terrorist attacks.
This finding was made after a survey
by the French Institute of Public
Opinion (IFOP) thatonein four Eu-
ropeans planning a holiday in an-
other country in Europe prefer to
travel to Spain. The survey was con-
ducted in six countries earlier this
year, including France, Italy, Ger-
many, Austria, Belgium, Britainand
Spain. 63% of those quizzed said
that security was a very important
factor when they choice a holiday
destination.

The survey found that security
worries were playing a major partin
people choosing a hoilday. How-
ever, it found that the attacks in Ma-
drid in March this year hadn’t had
any adverse effects on tourists num-
bers visiting Spain, except that they
had kept the numbers from increas-
ing significantly. Concerns about
security only increased by 5% in
Spain after the attack but in other
countries there was a bigger in-
crease, in Italy 12%, France 9% and
8% in Austria.

Other findings show that a huge
majority of Spaniards, 85%, like to
hoilday within their own country,
while Belgiums are at the other ex-
treme with only 14% of the popula-
tionbothering to holiday there.

The popularity of Spain as a
holiday destination has helped the
hotel industry in Barcelona which
has surpassed 50,000 beds, accord-
ing to figures released by Barcelo-

Europeantourists preferthe sunnybeaches of Spainto take a holiday

na’s tourism bureau. The city cur-
rently has 42,648 beds, to which the
figure pf 7,650 was added to repre-
sent cities around Barcelona that
could handle requests for accomda-
tionin Barcelona.

The latest figures represent a

7.6% increase overasurvey conduc-
ted in December 2003, when 42,648
beds were counted. Of the beds
available in the city, 6,248 were in
five-star hotels, 20,268 in four-star
hotels and 11,358 were in three-star
hotels.

Yahooincreases capacity

The Yahoo internet portal has extended the storage capacity ofits free email
service to 100 megabytes. Previously they had offered 6 megabytes. The an-
nouncement came two monthsafter its rival Google launched a trial service
of its free email, called Gmail, which offered 1 gigabyte of storage space,
much more than had been offered by Hotmail, which only offers 2 meg-
abytes. Yahoo also expanded the maxium amount of messages that can be
sent to 10 megabytes, when the previous maximum amount had been 3
megabytes. A Yahoo spokesman said that the company began to conduct
trials to expand the service before Google introduced Gmail, and signaled
that this would help to assure the position of Yahoo as one of the leaders
inthesector.

Shippingdownin Tarragona
The port of Tarragona transported 29.2 tonnes in 2003, slightly less than
the 30 tonnes shipped the previous year. Authorities attributed by a 2.5%.
On the other hand, traffic for the first part of 2004 was up 3.7%. The
Catalan Family and Welfare Department has attributed the the retention
of an increase in pension payments to 12,000 widows to rules applied by
the Spanish government. Accordingto thelaw, beneficiaries of the pensions
cannot have annual income levels higher than 7,213 euros. The Catalan
government has asked the Spanish government to allow a progressive in-
creasein the pensions.

Meeting of producers

More than 20 representatives from the United States, Argentina, Paraguay,
Canada, and various European producers will meet in Barcelona for the
7th International Dialogue for Producers of Oil Seed. In this meeting meet-
ing. During the meeting participants will deal with the reform of the Com-
mon Agrarian Policy, the World Organisation of Commerce, and the use
of oil seed as fuel. The oil seed producers organisation is a non-profit or-
ganisation which tries to promote discussion on topics of importance to
oilseed producers.

Shareholders approve amortisations of shares

Atameeting of shareholders of Altadis yesterday, they approved the amor-
tisation of 2.5% of company share capital by a reduction of 7.2 million
shares of which the number of shares is 283 million euros. hareholders also
approved the payment of a 0.80 euros per share for this year, which rep-
resentsanincrease ofof 14.3% compared with the previousyear. O the total,
0.35 euros per euro was paid last March and the remaining 0.45 euros will
be paid June 22. The group thus confirmed its promise to distribute in the
form of dividends 50% of the net profits, with the objective of continuing
its policy of increasing payments to shareholders.

Internationalisation, diversification and the acquisitions in other mar-
kets are the best way to generate increases in the revaluation of the com-
pany’s shares, according to a company spokesman. An new proposal was
approved to include new demands with respect to corporate regulations
soasto eliminate the need fora minimum number of shares.

Tripartite governmentrejects CiU
and PP budgetamendments

The Catalan tripartite comprised of
the PSC, the ERCand theICV-EUIA
today rejected all the amendments
to the 2004 budget that had been ta-
bled by the CiU and the PP, and ex-
pressed the view that they wanted
Pasqual Maragall’s first budget
agreements to represent “a new
phase for the country” and to reject
the ”tricks” being played by the CiU.

The amendments were rejected
by a vote of 71 to 49, thereby foiling
the opposition’s plans to block the
tripartite government’s firstbudget.
CiU members complained that with
this budget the goverment was
”dumping the responsibility for

Catalonia’s health deficit onto the
shoulders of the citizens” by in-
creasingtaxation.

Josep Piqué, the president of the
PPC, added his voice to those criti-
cising the Generalitat budgets for
raising taxes, saying that ”Justlikeall
left-wing governments, they are in-
capable of limiting public spend-
ing.”

In answer to the critics, Jordi
Carbonell, the economic spokes-
man for the PSC, said that the gov-
ernment “wanted to look to the fu-
tureand createabudgetfor change”,
as well as emphasising the cuts that
had been made, including a 50% re-
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duction in expenses in the areas of
protocol and advertising and a 5%
cut in the Presidency’s discretional
subsidies.

In addition, the ERC economics
spokesman, Sergi de los Rios, slam-
med the "bad management” of the
previous CiU government and the
“state of poverty” brought about by
the financing system which the CiU
had drawn up with the PP.

Finally, the ICV-EUIA parlia-
mentary spokesman, Joan Boada,
praised the rejection of all the
amendments, saying that the coun-
try could now move on to a new
phase.

Cappuzano angered at
pension plan

The spokesman for social policy for
the CiU party in the Spanish Parlia-
ment, Carles Campuzano is per-
plexed with the intentions of the so-
cial security department to raise the
money due from self employed to
pay for their pensions. He said it
would cause alarm amongst people.
It follows an annoucement by the
Minister for social security, Octavio
Granado who said it was only just
that their is change in the system for
self employed businesses who must
pay for their pensions.

Campuzano said this move was
unfair as self employed people re-
ceived less protection compared to

rest of thw workers.“The words
from Granado towards the group of
self-employed peopleis a fraud who
must pay for their own pensions.
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Thenew National Art Museum of Catalonia will cover more than 40,000 square metresand house more than 235,000 works ofart

Art Muesum to openin 2005

Delaysin financing, planning have prolonged the length of the project to more than 16 years

After 16 years of problems with
planningand financing, the Nation-
al Art Museum of Catalonia has en-
tered the final phase of renovation
that, according to director Eduard
Carbonell, should be completed by
theend of theyear.

One of the main aims of the pro-
ject is to provide a home for works
currentlyscattered throughout Cat-
alonia. In addition, the new mu-
seum willaim to be aresearch centre
with a 125,000-volume research li-
brary incorporated into the main
facility.

Carbonell reiterated his com-
mitment to have the renovation fin-
ished by the end of the year, saying
“The only thing left is to finish the
garden work of the exterior area,
which could be finished later”.

The new site will house 235,000
works of art, 125,000 volumes of li-
brary material within a 40,000-me-
trebuildingsite.

The new facility, costing more
than 122 million euros, has been
jointly financed by the Spanish Gov-
ernment, the Catalan government
and the Barcelona city council.

Visitors to the new museum will
be able to see works spanning 10
centuries of Catalanart

A newly completed area will in-
clude rooms designated for photog-
raphy, engravings and antique co-
ins, as well as works from the collec-
tions from the Thyssen i Cambéd
Foundation. It will also house fa-
mous works such as Fortuny’s La
Batalla de Tetuan.

Onthegroundfloor there willbe
rooms dedicated to Roman and
Gothic art, as well as works from the
Renaissance and Baroque periods.

On the first floor there will be a
collection of Spanish paintings
from the Golden Age, including
works by Rivera and Veldzquez, as
well as Catalan paintings from the
seventeenth and eighteenth centur-
ies, including works by Viladomat,
Francesc Pla Duran, and el Vigata.

The first attempt to convert the
National Palace into a museum was
in 1988, and it has taken sixteen
yearstoreach thelast phase.

The Ovalroom and a temporary
exposition room were inaugurated
in1992.

In 1995 the Roman art section
was opened, and in 1997 the Gothic
artsection was opened.

The only thing remaining to be
installed are works of modern art.
Works from the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries have already
been putinto place.

Therewillalsobearestaurantlo-
cated in the museum with impres-
sive views of the city.

All in all it appears that the new
National Art Museum should turn
out to me much more than a
museum.

125,000-volumelibrary

40,000 square metres

The picture shows the current state of the Modern Art Museum’s library,
whichwill open to aview of the Palauet Albéniz.

Visitors to the museum will be able to consult more than 120,000 spe-
cialised art books, around 3,000 magazines, 15,000 press clippings, and
35,000art catalogues.

The aim of thelibrary is to centralise documents related to 10 centuries
of Catalanartand make the museum a major research centre.
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Of the 40,000 total square metres that the new museum convers, 12,000
square metres will be used for both permanent and temporary exhibitions.
The remaining space will be for offices, workshops, depositories and
archives.
The museum has been in construction for more than 16 years and will
house more than 235,000 works of art when it is completed before next
year.

Ahistoryof
politics, delays
and cost
overruns

The main difficulty that the Mu-
seum of Modern Art project has had
during its 16-year history has in-
volved its financing.

Three governmentbodies— the
Spanish government, the Catalan
government and the Barcalona city
council — have between them each
financed a third of the total cost of
therenovation project.

The first phase, completed in
1992 cost 50 million euros. The sec-
ond phase, completed in 1997 re-
quired 11 million euros and the cur-
rent and final phase is expected to
run in excess of 40 million euros.
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Gironaputsonadisplayof Dali’s
surreal appliance of science

Film museumin Girona exploresvisual effects by Daliin a feast of surrealist cinema

ALEXLEFF

Looking beyond his notoriously
twisted moustache, Salvador Dali’s
eyes envisioned a rather distorted
reality. At the Museu del Cinema de
Girona, a selection of pieces from
the Collecci6 Tomas Mallol ex-
plores the technology and science
used in Dali’s artwork that help
spectators appreciate his unusually
skewed perception. The show ex-
hibits such technological advance-
ments as the use of holograms, ana-
morphic (distorted) drawings, ster-
eoscopic (three dimensional) im-
ages or animated sequencies that
were used to create Dali’s legendary
optical illusions. Considering the
number of Dali exhibits that go on
around the world, this is a theme
which has been reletively unexa-
mined.

The maximum authorities on
Dali Year, lead by Ramon Boixados,
president of the foundation, and
Montse Aguer, the commemora-
tion’s curator and director of the
Centre d’Estudis Dalinians, all at-
tented the opening of Dali i les il-lu-
sions optiques. The exhibitis defined
more specifically as an installation
by those who created it, the curator
Joan Mallarach and Dani Freixes, its
designer. The Fundacié Gala-Salva-
dor Dali gave its full support to a
short montage which cleaverly ex-
poses the multifaceted personality
of an artist who knew how to take
full advantage of technology and
mass media in order to add depth to
hisartistic fantasies.

Apart from the works in the col-

The Gironashowwillscreenanumberofclassics ofthe surrealist cinema, including Un Chien Andalou

lection, visitors are invited to look
throughholes carvedin black boxes,
as a way of further appreciating the
artist’s skill at optical wizardry. The
exhibit is structured in five parts,
tracing the development of Dali’s
creations back to predecessors like
Jan Vermeer de Delft, up to his fru-
strated relationship with cinema,
passing through his experimenta-
tion with lenses, walls and with per-
ceptionitself.

“Dali wasn’t as interested in vis-
ual tricks as he was with the optical

manipulation and innovation that
mighthave taken place. Thisapplies
to his painting in countless ocasions
where he created visual distortions
and fabricated images that were un-
usual butalso came from a powerful
realism,” Joan Mallarach says. In
collaboration with Freixes, Mallar-
ach has brought together the differ-
ent scientific elements that can be
found in Dali’s work, such as ana-
morphicsand stereoscopics.
Theinstallation at the museumin
Gironawillbeaccompanied bya cy-

cle of films by Dali and others, in
original version. Starting next Tues-
day, Cinema Truffaut will be show-
ing the surrealist classic, Un Chien
Andalou, along with three films
about thelives of Van Gogh (Lust for
Life),Pollock (Pollock) and Vermeer
(Girlwitha Pearl Earring). A confer-
ence series is also being planned for
the month of October in the cultural
centre of La Merce, co-ordinated by
Domenec Ribot, where will include
major Catalan artistic directors
such as Daniel Giralt-Miracle.

DublinreJoycesall
summer long

On 16 June, 1904, Stephen Dedalus
and Leopold Bloom each took their
epic journeys through Dublin in
James Joyce’s celebrated modern
novel, Ulysses. While the book was
once chastised for being blasphe-
mous or unreadible, for years it has
become an icon for Dubliners and
for Joyce fans everywhere. The date
16 June, known as “Bloomsday”,
has become a tradition for Joyce en-
thusiasts. Dozens of cities around
the globe hold their own Bloomsday
festivities. The celebrations usually
include readings as well as staged re-
enactments and street-side improv-
isations of scenes from the story. It
is particularly exciting to experience
the celebration in the city of its pro-
tagonists. Dublin, home of Molly
and Leopold Bloom, Stephen Deda-
lus, Buck Mulligan, Gerty McDo-
well and James Joyce himslef, at-
tracts crowds of Joycean scholars,
students and readers alike. The

phrases of Ulysses become the daily
life of hundreds of Dubliners and
the city’s visitors as they retrace the
odyssey eachyear.

Although Bloomsdayisonlyone
day, Ireland planned a five-month
festival which started in April and
goes till 31 August. The minister of
arts, sportand tourism, John O’Do-
noghue has appointed a committee
to oversee and co-ordinate the cel-
ebration ofoneofthenation’s great-
est literary masters. The event is
called ReJoyce Dublin 2004.

As it was not harmed by World
War II, Dublin remains a very at-
tractive city with an old feel. Joyce
captured the soul of Dublin in all its
gritty glory and immortalised it in
Ulysses, which he wrote in 1922. By
that time, the acclaimed author had
achieved a great sensibility for the
city’s society, having written the
novel, Dubliners, first published in
1914.
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Convergingwindsin literature

Ever since Orwell found himself dodging bullets in the Spanish Civil War,
the British have laid their gaze upon the peninsula with literary interest.
Today, literary experts are gaining an interest in the converging paths that
bring the two lands together. “Reciprocal Gazes on the Iberian/British
Other” is the title of a colloquiumto be held at Lancaster University on 3
July. The conference willinclude such notable writersand academics as Lu-
cia Graves, author of A Woman Unknown; Matthew Tree, author of Mem-
ories!;and Miquel Berga, Dean of the Humanities Faculty of the University
Pompeo Fabraand an expert on George Orwell and John Langdon-Davies.

Spotlighton
refugeesin
Euripides’ play

atthe Forum

ALEXLEFF

Whatbetter time than now foraplay
about refugees. With the topic of
immigration at the fore of political
discourse and morning and nightly
news programmes, this is an oppor-
tune moment for contemporary
theatre guru Peter Sellars to stage a
Euripides tragedy about asylum
seekers. As part of Forum, until June
19 Barcelona’s Teatre Lliure will be
hometothelittleknown Greek trag-
edy The children of Heracles.

“Impious itis for the city to reject
suppliants and strangers,” chants
the chorus. It is the story of the chil-
dren of Heracles, hounded by the
King of Argos, who after killing the
hero vowed to do away with the
whole family to secure his rule. Her-
acles’ nephew, the aged Iolaus, and
Alcmene, the hero’s mother, try to
save their heads by fleeing to other
lands.

The staged production is Sellars’
response to September 11. The re-
nowned American theatre director
defends his craft as a stronghold for
debate and discussion, and calls on

Immigrantsarea
courageous group that
the westhas chosen to
criminalise

President Bush to, instead of relying
on belligerence, explore more com-
municative devises. “It’s clear that
there’ssomeone we’re not talking to
and that we must improve our rela-
tions,” Sellars said in an interview
with El Pais.

Atthe show’s opening of Amster-
dam’s summer festival, Sellars said
that refugees “are exceptional peo-
ple, with incredible courage. People
who have left everything behind to
start their life from scratch else-
where. They’re a very powerful and
motivated group that the West has
chosento criminalise.”

Asthe Forum invokes the partici-
pants’ will to “reflect” on the prob-
lems facing the world today, The
children of Heracles gives the audi-
ence something to think about. As
classical as it is contemporary, the
tragedy reminds us that the prickly
issue of forced migration stumped
even the ancient Greek gods, or at
least the tragedians of the time. Be-
fore the curtain is drawn, there will
be a dialogue in which immigrants,
international analysts, politicians
and the audience will participate to
discuss the problems faced by dis-
placed peoples.

“Perhaps the key matter now for
an artist is the need to create con-
texts,” says Sellars. “You might see
a gesture, a Palestinian suicide
bomber for instance, but you don’t
understand the context behind it...
whether it was courageous or mad.”
Sellars asks the audience to ponder
“what saying something at a certain
pointintime means.”



12

CATALONIA TODAY

SPORTS

Wednesday 16 June 2004

Laportakeepshis promiseand
puts Barcelonabackontop

Joan Laportareflects on his first year as president of Barcelona Football Club

A year ago Joan Laporta defied the
odds and easily beat the favourite to
becomeelected presidentofthe Bar-
calona Football Club with the
promise that he would make chan-
gesateverylevel of the club.

Since he took over the presiden-
cy there has been a renewed opti-
mism amongst supporters after he
signed the Brazilian Ronaldinho,
who helped Barcelona to finish sec-
ondplaceintheleague.

Asked about election day a year
ago, Laporta recalls the general feel-
ings of hope and optimism shown
by the high voter turnout. Voters
were determined to change things
and Laporta puts his victory down
to his management team being seen
as fresh, innovative and dedicated.

Not that he is without his critics,
but for someone who puts such
store by the need for unity and self-
belief his response is typical: “The
criticism doesn’t bother me. What I
will never do is get into controver-
sies with other team supporters, he
told El Nou. All this affects his pri-
vate life in an intense 24-hour ded-
ication to the club that he considers
amply rewarded by the satisfaction
of those who appreciate what he is
tryingtoachieve.

However, therearealsoless grat-
ifying aspects, like death threatsand
the need for bodyguards, which La-
portashrugs off.

“This doesn’t come with the job,
butin life things have to be confron-
tedastheyappear”, hesaid.

As far as last season goes, Lapor-
ta is understandably upbeat, ex-
pressing his satisfaction at the pro-
gress made when compared to the
previoussituation.

He puts this relative success
down to the team, the management
and the new-found trust of the fans.
Yettherearestillno trophiesto show
for all this effort and Laporta makes
no specific promises. “The objective
for next season is to be more ambi-
tious and we want at least one tro-
phy,” hesaid.

Laporta’s reluctance to make
promisesis understandable. Having
won the presidency on the back of
a promise to bring David Beckham
to Barcelona, and asked whether he
is now pleased that Beckham signed
for Madrid, he states bluntly, “Iam
very pleased to have signed Ronal-
dinho”. The Beckham bid he justi-
fies as the need to show himselfas a
serious presidential candidate. In
bringing in Ronaldinho he feels the
team’s board of directors have
shown they mean business

. Ronaldinho’s signing he be-

Joan Laportahasbeen credited with restoringboth the club’s financial health and the confidence of its supporters

lievesisamilestone representing the
start of a new era for the club.

“For me, he is destined to be the
best in the world,” Laporta said in
reference to Ronaldinho. “Thope he
brings us the highest sporting suc-
cess”.

Laporta also admits to the im-
mense fan pressure any Barca pres-
ident has to deal with when he talks
about keeping Ronaldinho at the
club. Yet, he says, the experience has
been rewarding. “We are happy be-
cause we know we have made the
fans happy.” Another of the board’s
achievementshasbeen toreduce the
club’s debt by raising revenue from
123 million to 165 million euros.

Explaining that througha policy
of exhaustive cost-cutting, develop-
ing alternative sources of income
and renegotiating contracts, careful
management has been the key to fi-
nancial success.

When quizzed about the pre-
dictably unpopular measure of in-
creasing season ticket prices, he
maintains that “itwouldn’tbe fair to
put balancing the budget down to
that”.

Talking of high-profile, unpop-
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ular measures, the question of put-
ting ads on players’ shirts naturally
arises. Barcahaslongbeen uniquein
avoiding advertising on shirts, de-
spite the strong financial argument
infavour.

Laportaadmitstoaheatedinter-
nal debate on the issue but insists
there are no plans afoot to bring in
such a measure. He stops short of
ruling out advertising altogether,
however. “There are other types of
shirt publicity, he said, adding “in
promoting the Catalanism of the
club, messages on shirts could make
Barcelonaeven more unique.”

A less flattering emblem for the
club has been divisiveness within
the club and Laporta insists that his
presidential victory, far from creat-
ing disunity, has served to unite the
majority behind his project for
change.

When claiming that the mem-
bers are happy, he is talking of a
mandate to continue with his re-
forms.

This popular touch has been a
characteristic aspect of Laporta’s
reign so far, with personal visits to
supporters clubs and events. “The

Barcelonista feeling,” he says, “is the
present and the future”. Now that
the season is over, rumours abound
aboutwho’sinandwho’sout.

What about Trezeguet? “We’ll
keep on trying to come to an agree-
ment with Juventus, but it has got
complicated”.

And Davids? “He is a mature
man and will take a decision. I hope
hestays.”

And Baptista? “He is interesting
butIhave torespect the Seville pres-
ident’s position”.

Laporta is more forthcoming
when asked for a concluding look
back at his first year. While he talks
of his first year flying by, he also sees
itaseventful.

Addressing the financial situa-
tion was key, butitisin the wider so-
cial sense that he claims success in
returning pride and hope to the
fans. Socially, the club is once again
arepository for the collective hopes
ofall Barga fans.

Ashe sees it, he’s come up to the
mark. “While there is still much to
do, much has been done”, he con-
cludes. “I feel that my conscience is
clear”.

Portugal 2004
and the
“Barcelona
effect”

MICHAELBUNN

After 18 months of economic reces-
sion, the Portuguese are quietly
hopeful about Euro 2004, though
things were cruelly soured by their
team’s defeat in the first game. But
the Portuguese are not only hoping
for great things from their team,
theyarealso thinkingabout the pos-
sible impact the championship will
have on the country’s economy.

It is estimated that over the fort-
night 1.1 million spectators will
flock to the stadiums, 9,000 million
viewers round the world will watch
the games on television, and an-
other halfa million tourists will visit
the country.

The government has spent 12
million Euro on promoting Portu-
gal’s international image for this
event. Their aim is to generate the
“Barcelona effect”, or rather, to in-
crease the influx of tourists during
thenext 6 years, ashappenedin Bar-
celona after the 1992 Olympics. A
UEFA-commissioned study carried
out by DTZ - a British real estate
consultancy - predicts that Portugal
will earn advertising profits of
around 290 million Euro, adding
that the greatest profits for Euro
2004 will be in tourism, which cur-
rently represents 3.7% of the GNP.
During Euro 2004, DTZ estimates
that this sector’s profits will rise by
266 million Euro, with supplemen-
tary profits of 180 to 360 million an-
nually over the next 6 years. In ad-
dition, profits of 244 million Euro
have already come from building
ten new stadiums, costing over 800
million Euro, of which the govern-
ment has put up 16%. 71.6 million
Euro has also been recouped
through taxes.

However, the decision to spend
so much in a small country going
through a financial crisis was a con-
troversial one, though the afore-
mentioned profit figures seem to
have calmed the project’s critics.
Even so, a study by Morgan Stanley
found that England Euro 96 cham-
pionships and Euro 2000, jointly
hosted by Belgium and the Nether-
lands, only had a “limited impact”
on these countries’ economies. In
addition, Vitor Martins, an eco-
nomics professor, says that the Por-
tuguese “can’t expect significant ef-
fects on the GDP or unemploy-
ment”. The benefits of the cham-
pionship would be largely invisible,
such as the importing of technolog-
ical know-how which will pay off
over the long term. Whatever hap-
pens, the Portuguese will have to
wait to see what the real influence of
the European Championships has
had onthe country’seconomy.
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WEDNESDAY

Concerts

BARCELONA

»La Pedrera. Fundacié Caixa Catalunya.
Music from around the world , as part of the
cycle of concerts The Pedrera by Night. The
cycle of concerts includes Balcan gypsy mu-
sic, from the Jews of Ashkenazim with the
group Orkestina, Mexican music from Los
Folkloristas and rumba and reggae rhythms
from the Gertrudis, Avenida Brasil, Ranking
Soldiers and Sara Flores. C/Provenga, 261
Eixample. Friday and Saturday, 9.30 pm-12
pm. Tickets: 10 euros (refreshments inclu-
ded). Until August 28th. Telephone:
902400973

»The 15th International Guitar festival. Fla-
menco, classic, blues and jazz, electric. The
festival takes place in four main places : L’Au-
ditori, Palau de laMusica, Sala Luz de Gas and
Auditori Winterthur. Until June 26th. Check for
details.

»Jazz Room-La Cova del Drac. Jam session,
directed by Toni Sola. At 11 pm. Vallmajor, 33.
»Jazz Si Club. Jazz and latin jazz session, di-
rected by Ivan Rojas. At 7:30 pm. Requesens
2.

»L’Auditori. Concertby Quartet Casals, Quar-
tet del mon, France. As part of Forum 2004.
At9pm. Lepant150.

»LaBoite. Concertby EIf Powerand The Lilys,
pop/rock, as part of Good Sounds. At 9 pm.
AvdaDiagonal477.

»Little Italy. Concert by Loly Lamas-jazz trio,
jazz.At9pm.Rec 30.

»London Bar. Concert by Menu de tres,
pop/rock. At 12:30 am. Nou de laRambla, 34.
»Razzmatazz. Opening of Azkena Rock, Dia-
mond Dogs and Atom Rumba. At9 pm. Pam-
plona88.

»Teatreneu. ConcertbyBartolo & Yolanda, as
partof Flamenc amb gracia. At9 pm. Terol 26.
GIRONA

»Casa de Cultura, Auditori J. Viader. Concert
of 19th century Irish music by Colum Pettit (vi-
olin) and Una Donohoe (vocalist). Blooms-
day’s centenary and James Joyce homage
day.

Dance

BARCELONA

»Teatre Victoria. Bellydance Superstars. Un-
til July 4th. Tuesday to Thursday: 9:30 pm, Fri-
day 10:30, Saturday 7:30, Sunday 7:30. Tick-
ets: 15-26 euros. Avinguda Paral.lel, 67. Tel.
933299189.

»Teatre Novedades. FlamencoballetCarmen
from Madrid. Tuesday to Friday 7:30 and 9:30
pm, Sunday 7:30 pm. Tickets: 22-33 euros.
Check for dates. Casp 1. Tel. 93 412 11 75.

Theatre

BARCELONA

»Tantarantana Teatre. The play Buits, by the
theatre company Teatre de Calaix. Directed by
Lurdes Barba. Until June 27th. Tickets: 10-16
euros. Nou Tantarantana Teatre-C/ Flors, 22
- Ciutat Vella. Telephone: 93 441 70 22.
»Teatre Artenbrut. Dolca Betilda, a play writ-
ten and performed by Teresa Urroz. Directed
by Chus Gomez. Thursday to Saturday: 9pm.
Sunday: 6pm. Until July 4th. Tickets: 12 euros.
C/ Perill, 9 - Gracia. Telephone: 93 457 97 05.
»Gran Teatre del Liceu. Gétterddmmerung
(Elcapvespre dels déus), by Richard Wagner.
Tuesday to Friday 7:30 pm, Sunday 6 pm.
Tickets: 7,25. Dates: 16 and 22 June. Ram-
bles51-59.Tel. 934859900.

Recommended

-

Belly Dancing: exotic,

® The dancers of the Bellydance Superstars offer
at Teatre Victoria an incredible show of cho-
reography, movement and costumes loaded with
exoticism. The show is produced by Miles Co-
peland, who has worked with The Police, The
Bangles and REM and mixes various styles,
such as Egyptian, tribal or cabaret styles. The

P S =

Bellydance Superstars premiered in front of the  89.

A tragedy with strong
female characters

® August Strindberg wrote “Amor Matern”
(Maternal Love), at the end of the 19th century,
but it focuses on topics still present in our every
day’s lives: possessive relationships, love and
hate. The Swedish playwriter created four com-
plex female characters who are affected by the
father’s absence and live outside the real world.
The play is directed by Judith Collell. Espai
escenic Joan Brossa, Allada-Vermell 13 (Ciutat
Vella). Until July 25th. Tickets: 9-16 euros.

artistic and sensual

US public in the summer of 2003 and since
then they haven’t stopped touring and racking
up successful dates. The group, which is formed
of fourteen artists from around the world, per-
form a successful show filled with power and

magnetism. Teatre Victoria, Av. Paral.lel, 65,
Sants-Montjuic. Until July 4th. Tel: 93 329 91

Quartets from around the

world at the Auditori

@ As part of the Forum in the City programme,
the Auditori organises a concert series featuring
four leading quartets. The first concert is by
Casals Quartet, considered one of the most pres-
tigious chamber groups at the moment. The
programme includes Debussy, Ravel and Chris-
tian Lauba, a contemporary composer winner
of various international composition prizes.LAu-
ditori, Lepant 150. Tel. 93 247 93 00. Tickets:
9 euros (under 26 years: 3 euros).

»Versus Teatre. The backroom, by Rakata
company. Wednesday to Saturday 22:30,
Sunday 20:30. Tickets: 16 euros. Dates: Until
June 27th. G/Castillejos 179. Tel. 93 232 31
84.

»Club Capitol. 5 gays.com, by Rafael Pence.
Tickets: 18-22. Check for dates and timeta-
bles. Rambles 138. Tel. 93 412 20 38.
»Espai Escénic Joan Brossa. Amor Matern,
by August Strindberg. Tuesday to Saturday 9
pm, Sunday 7 pm. Tickets: 9-16 euros. Dates:
Until July 25th. Allada Vermell 13. Tel. 93 301
0164.

»Sala Muntaner. Tant /i fot, Othys Theatre
Company. Wednesaday-Saturday 21h, Sun-
day 18.45 h. Dates: from May 19th to June
20th. Muntaner4.Tel. 934515752

»Teatre Nacional de Catalunya. Caligula, by
Albert Camus. Tues to Sat 9 pm, Sun 6 pm.
Tickets: 18,75-22 . Until June 20th. Plaga de
lesArts 1.Tel. 933065700.

»Teatre Principal. La cuina, by Arnold Wesk-
er. Thursday and Friday 9:30 pm, Saturday
6:30pmand10pm, Sunday 6:30 pm. Tickets:
12-15 euros. Check for dates. Rambles 27.
Tel.933014750.

»Teatreneu - Sala Xavier Fabregas. Catalu-
nya. Pais dels prodigis. Thursdays 9:30 pm.
Tickets: 12 euros. Check for dates. terol 26.
Tel.932857900.

»Teatreneu - Sala Xavier Fabregas. La cris-
talera, by Frank Dubé. Friday and Saturday 9
pm, Sunday 7 pm. Tickets: 12 euros. Check
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for dates. Terol 26. tel. 93 285 79 00.
»Villarroel Teatre. Magia potagia, by Juan
Tamariz. Until June 20th. Thursdays 9 pm, Fri-
days and Saturdays 10 pm, Sundays 8 pm.
Tickets: 21 . Villarroel 87. Tel. 93 451 12 34.

Miscellaneous

GIRONA

»Ajuntament de Girona. X// Premi Xavier
Montsalvatge 2004. Contemporary Piano
Music Recital. Until September 30th. Tel. 972
419010

Exhibitions

BARCELONA

»Museu Barbier-Mueller Art Precolombi.
Exhibition /Imdgenes del cuerpo, by North
American stage designer Robert Wilson. As
part of Forum of Cultures. Wednesday to Sat-
urday 10 am-6 pm. Tickets: 1, 50-3 euros. C/
Montcada, 14 - Ciutat Vella. Until July 31st.
»Macha - Museu d’Art. Exposition Arte y uto-
pia: la accion restringida. It includes work by
Picasso, Braque, Duchamp and Rauschen-
berg and analyses the effect of poetry on art.
Until September 12th. Tickets: 4-7 euros. Pl.
Angels, 1-Ciutat Vella.

»Atelier. Sobre la ciudad, by EvaNavarro. Un-
tilJune 30th. PI. RoviraiTrias 9.

»Caixa Forum. Ficcions documentals (videos
and video installations of different artists).
Free. Closed on Monday. Until June 27th.

Avda. Marqués de Comillas 6-8.934 768 600.
»Casa Asia. lran sotalapell, un encontre amb
les cultures iranianes. Until June 30th. Diag-
onal 373.

»Centre Comercial Diagonal Mar. Exhibition
New Art. Thirty-two painters’ works about
peace. Until June 30th.

»Centre Cultural Caixa Catalunya. £/ Cosie/
cosmos. Artescultoric del Méxic precolombi.
Tickets: free. Dates: Until October 10th. Prov-
enca261-265.Tel. 93484 5995.

»Fundacio Francisco Godia. Vidre d’artista.
ArtNouveau i Art Deco. Salvador Riera collec-
tion. Until June 30th. Valéncia 284, ppal. Tel.
934743180.

»Galeria Segovia. Imagen del ausente, by
Patricio Reig. Work on old photos. Until JUnly
24th.DelaPalla8.Tel. 933022 980.

»Institut Francés. Mazzeriphotos by Joan
Foncubeta. Free. Closed on Sat and Sun. Until
June 23rd. Moia8.Tel. 935677 777.
»Lletraferit. Hanamaro Chaki, young Japa-
neseartist. Until June 20th. Joaquim Costa43.
»Museu d’Arqueologia. D’Hércules a Super-
man. Gods and heroes of the Greek and Ro-
man mythology. Closed on Mondays. dates:
Until November 1st. Tickets: 2,40 euros. Pg.
Santa Madrona 39-41. Tel. 93 424 65 77.
»Museu de Ciéncies Naturals. £/ Museu Mar-
torell, 125 anys de ciéncies naturals (1878-
2003). Tickets: 3,5. Until December 31st. Pg.
Picassos/n. Tel. 933196 895.

»Museu del Comic i la Il.lustracio. Molts

CULTURAL CENTRES

Articket. www.articketbcn.es

MACBA (Museu d’Art Gontemporani de
Barcelona). Plaga dels Angels. Tel. 93
412 08 10. www.macba.es

CCCB. (Centre de Cultura
Contemporania de Barcelona).
Montalegre 5. Tel. 93 306 41 00.
www.cccb.es

Fundacié Joan Miré. Parc de Montjuic,
s/n. Tel. 93 443 94 70.
www.ben.fimiro.es

Fundacié Antoni Tapies. Aragd 255.
Tel. 934 870 315.
www.fundaciotapies.org

Palau Robert (Catalan Information
Centre) aims to provide all the
information needed to enable residents
and visitors alike to get to know
Catalonia. Passeig de Gracia, 107. Tel.
93233 8091.
www10.gencat.net/probert/angles

Gran Teatre del Liceu (Opera House).
La Rambla, 51-59. Tel. 93 485 99 00.
www.liceubarcelona.com.

L’Auditori. Lepant, 150. Tel 93 247 93
00. L'Auditori, opened in 1999, is the
city's new cultural complex in Barcelona
and one of the most popular musical
venues in the country. www.auditori.org

Museu Picasso. Montcada, 15-23. Tel
933196310. www.museupicasso.bcn.es

La Pedrera (Casa Mila). Provenca, 261 .
Tel 902 400 973.

Museu d’Historia de Catalunya. PI. de
Pau Vila, 3 (Palau de Mar). Tel. 93 225
47 00193 225 47 26 1 93 225 47 32.
www.mhcat.net

Museu Egipci de Barcelona (Egyptian
Museum). Valencia, 284. Tel. 93 488 01
88. www.fundclos.com

MNAC (Museu Nacional d’Art de
Catalunya). Palau Nacional, Parc de
Montjuic. 93 622 03 76. www.mnac.es.

Museu Maritim. Av. de les Drassanes
s/n. Tel. 933 429 920.
www.diba.es/mmaritim/english/index.htm

Teatre Nacional de Catalunya. PI. de
les Arts, 1. Tel 933 06 57 06. Ticket
sales: 902 33 22 11 or
WWW.Servicaixa.com

Caixaforum. Avda. Marqués de
Comillas, 6-8. Tel. 93 476 86 00.

Sagrada familia.
www.sagrafafamilia.org

Museu del Ferrocarril (Railway
Museum). Pl Eduard Maristany,
Vilanova i la Geltrd. 93 815 84 91.
www.ffe.es/vilanova

Museu del Cinema. C/Séquia, 1, 17001
Girona. Tel. 972 412 777.
www.museudelcinema.org

Museu del Call. C/Forga, , 8, 17004
Girona. Tel. 972 21 67 61.
callgirona@ajgirona.org.

Centre Cultural Caixa de Girona.
C/Ciutadans, 19 17004 Girona Tel. 972
20 98 36.
www.fundaciocaixadegirona.org/cultura

Museu Dali. Opened in 1974, The
Museu Dali contains the broadest range
of the artistic career of Salvador Dali,
from his earliest works and his
creations within the Surrealist
movement up to his last works. Tel. 972
677 500. www.salvador-dali.org

TARRAGONA

Museu Nacional Arqueologic de
Tarragona. Placa del Rei, 5 (Tarragona).
Very important archaeological collection
from Tarraco, the capital of Roman
Spain. Tel 977 23 62 09. www.mnat.es
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anys de comic. Closed on Sundays. Tickets:
3. Check for dates. Sta. Carolina 25. Tel. 93
3481513.

»Palau Moja. Catalunya, pais de trobada. Un-
tilOctober 3rd. Portaferrissa .

»Palau Robert. Centre d’informacid de Cata-
lunya. Mercats de la Mediterrania. Until Au-
gust31st.

»Palau Robert. Exhibition space Catalunya
Propostes. Until July 11th. Palau Robert (the
Generalitat’s information centre), provides all
theinformationyou need about Catalonia. You
will find here the Tourist Office, the Youth In-
formation Point, a bookshop specialized in
touristic information on Barcelona and Cata-
lunya. Passeig de Gracia 107. www. gen-
cat.net/prorobert. Tel. 932 388 091. Open
Mon-Sat, 10am-7 pm, Sun &public holidays
10am-2.30pm

FIGUERES

»Museu del Joguet de Catalunya. Exhibition
Els vint primers anys de Salvador Dali. Until
September 30th.

»Museu Emporda. Exhibition £/ Pais de Dali,
as partof Any Dali (The Year Dali). Until August
29th.

GIRONA

»Espai del Museu d’Art. Temporary exhibi-
tion Senyals, directed by Marleen Kars. Until
September 5th.

»Museu Comarcal de la Garrotxa. Exhibition
Premis FAD d’Arquitectura i Interiorisme
2004.Zer01 exhibition space. Until June 20th.
»Col-legid’Arquitectes de Catalunya. Exhib-
ition Parcs: jugar amb el temps. Until June
28th.

»Exhibition Art després d’una guerra. 1939-
1959: tornar a comengar, Ambit 2-Museu
d’Art. It’s open until September 15th 2005.
»Patronat Municipal Call de Girona, Centre
Bonastruc ¢a Porta. £/ secret dels llibres. Els
documents amagats dels jueus a Girona. 10
am-6 pm. Sunday and holidays 10 am-3 pm.
Dates: until September 30th.

»Centre Cultural de Caixa de Girona, Fonta-
na d’or. Exhibition Joaquim Mir. Mallorca i al-
tres paisatges. Until July 4th. Tel. 972 20 98
36.

»Centre Cultural de la Caixa de Girona. Bar-
bara. Until July 4th.
»Col-legid’Arquitectes de Catalunya. Parcs:
jugar amb el temps. Weekdays: 9 am-7pm.
Dates: Until June 28th.

»Col-legi de Decoradors i Dissenyadors
d’Interiors. Joies d’autor d’Eva Lozano
Llonch. Until June 30th. Paisatges de’Empor-
da. Pintures de Gloria Llonch. Until June 30th.
»Espais. Fundacié d’Art contemporani. Fo-
tografies i videoprojeccions de Marcel Dal-
mau. Until September 10th.

»Fontana d’Or. Centre Cultural de Caixa de
Girona. Exhibition Empdries, un viatge de re-
torn. Suite Alexis Eudald Sola. Drawings and
engravings by Joan Barbara. Until July 4th.
»Fundacio “La Caixa”, sala Girona. Exhibi-
tion Matisse. Els llibres il.lustrats. Until July
25th. Tel. 90222 3040.

»Museu d’Art. La peca del mes. Séries. Until
June 30th. The museumis open from Tuesday
to Saturday 10 am-6pm, Sunday and public
holidays 10 am-2 pm. Pda. de la Catedral, 12.
Tel. 972203834

»Museu d’Art. Exposicio de cartells. Until
September19th.

»Museu d’Art. Photo Exhibition Impresions,
by Carles Romani. Until July 4th.

»Museu del Cinema. Tomas Mallol Collec-
tion. Dali i les il.lusions (0ptiques). Tuesday
to Friday, 10 am-6 pm. Dates: until September
12th.

MANRESA

»Museu Comarcal de Manresa. Exhibition
Els secrets de la terra i els pobles. Cent anys
d’arqueologia al Bages. Until October 31st.
Viade SantlIgnasi, 40.

SABADELL

»Museu d’Art de Sabadell.Jocs d’art,an in-
teractive exhibitionaboutmodernartforadults
andchildren. Until July 11th.

»Museu d’Art de Sabadell. Exhibition Psica-
liptic: L’erotica del dibuix (1910-1936). Orig-
inal drawings ofthe bestartists atthe time. Un-
tilJuly 11th.

SANT CUGAT DELVALLES

»Centre d’Art ENFOC. Exhibition Seqiiencies
digitals, by Adolf. As part of Primavera Fotog-
rafica. Monday to Saturday from9amto 2 pm,

Top Algerian folk-rock at the Forum

® At the age of 28, Souad Massi has become the leading
light of the new generation of Algerian musicians thanks to
her moving, beautiful voice reminding of Joan Baez or Tracy
Chapman. Over the years she created her own style midway
between rock and traditional music. Massi’s songs are also
remarkable for their lyrics, filled with vitality, humanity and

sensibility.

On the Forum’s Haima stage, the Algerian singer presents
the songs on her latest record intitled “Deb”.
La Haima (Zona de la Esplanada). At 10:30 pm. Rbla

Prim, 2 - Sant Marti.

and from 5 pmto 8:30 pm. Sunday and public
holidays closed. Until June 30th.

»Canals Galeria d’Art, sala 1. Exhibition by
Merceé Diogéne. Until June 28th.

TARRAGONA

»Exhibition Vita Romani. Vida dels Romans.
At Forum Provincial (Pretori roma). Pictures
by Peter Connolly. Until September 30th.
»Exhibition E/s Dalf, by Catala-Roca. At Caixa
Tarragona. Until July 25th.

»Antiga Audiéncia. Exhibition Tothom pels
drets humans. Cartells per la difusio de la De-
claracio Universal dels Drets Humans. Organ-
ised by Fundaci6 Caixa Sabadell, Amnistia In-
ternacional and Culture Department of Tarra-
gonaTownhall. Until June 30th.

»Centre Social i Cultural de la Fundacié La
Caixa. Exhibition /cones del somni, by Joan
Raventos-Estellé. As part of Materia i temps.
Processos, mitjans i suports. Until June 27th.
TORROELLA DE MONTGRI

»Exhibition Mars. Mediterrania, pont de cul-
tures, by painter Josep Niebla. Can Quintana.
[t's openuntil July 5th.

Guided tours

TERRASSA

»Guided Toursto the cloister of Sant Francesc
monastery. Placa Doctor Robert, 1. From
Monday to Friday 10 am-1:30 pm and 5 pm-
7pm. Until June 30th.

Forumsite

CIRCUS

»Grottesco, by Spanish company Monty &
Cia. The magic of the circus in ten stories re-
flecting tenderness, poetry, diversity, hypoc-
risy, greed and fear from the ironical point of
view ofaclown. Site: Marina stage (PortArea).
Dates: Until July 18th.

KABARET

»ElisaLucinda. Poetandactress. Listeningto
Elisa Lucinda, poetry becomes a close, rec-
ognizable part of daily life. Lucinda poeticizes
life with admirable sensitivity and ability. Site:
Cabaret (Port Area). Dates: Until July 18th.

»Esma Redzepova. Also called the "Gypsy
Queen”. She was born in Suto Orizari (Mac-

Arxiu Municipal de Girona. Catalonia Today. 16/6/2004. Page 14

edonia), where Emir Kusturica shot his film
"Time of the Gypsies”. Her voice is accompa-
nied by the accordion, clarinet, trumpet, tar-
abuka and double bass. Site: Cabaret (Port
Area). Dates: until July 18th.

»Hildes Kappes. In her current programme,
Unlabelled, Hilde Kappe sings, recites, sobs,
laughs and yells about the terrifying joyful side
of life. Site: Cabaret (Port Area). Until July
18th.

»Leslie Bee. Currently living in Los Angeles,
California, Leslie Bee is known as the black
Marilyn Monroe, especially thanks to her great
power of communication and her natural ta-
lentfor connecting with the public. Site: Peace
Port. Dates: until July 18th.

musIc

»Ceux qui marchent debout. Six musicians
who reinvented the concept of the traditional
brass band and come up with an exciting new
formula for the 1990. Their music is mix of
funk, skaand soul fused with pounding African
and Latino rhythms. Site - Haima Stage (The
Plaza). Dates: Until June 18th.

»Souad Massi, Algerian musician. Algerian
folk-rockrich in gentle harmonies and backed
by sensitive and human lyrics. Her music in-
cludes electric and flamenco guitars, ouds
and drums, among other instruments. Site
Haima Stage (The Plaza). Dates: June 15th,
16thand 17th.

PERMANENT PERFORMANCES

»Move the World (Omkarakala), by Hansel
Cereza and Alfons Flores. Moving the World
is a construction of a 30 metres sphere which
emerges fromthe port’s waters every evening
atthe sunsetand shows how dialogue among
people and culturesis the only antidote to cha-
0S, injustice and violence.

»Fantotems. Marionetas gigantes en el puer-
to. The Fantotems are six giant puppets, some
10 metres high, ina performance designed by
Joan Baixas as a great game of questions that
are difficultto answer about life, the planetand
people. The questions are asked by children
from around the world through an interactive
web-game. Until September 26th. Site: Pan-
gealsland/Rompeolas (Auditorium Park).
»Day Parade (Pasacalle de Dia)- Higroma.

A daytime parade of giant invertebrates that
calls for the spectators participation -through
small actions and improvisations- with the
aim of reflecting on the environment. Site
[tinerant.

»Night Parade (Passacalle de noche) - Sum-
mer Night’s Dream, by Semola Teatre. It rep-
resents the conflicts of daily life by displaying
high-impact scenographic installations
throughoutthe portarea. Site: Itinerant.

»The Giant of the Seven Seas. A show by La
Machine and Escarlata Circus. The Giant ofthe
7 Seas emerges every day from the waters of
the Large Auditorium to make us reflect upon
the degradationofthe sea. Itisanunusual con-
struction measuring 12 metres in height and
made of fine materials: wood, leather, brass,
etc. Site: Large Auditorium. Two to four per-
formances daily.

» The Memory Tree. The Tree of Memory, a
living manifesto of sustainability and environ-
mentalism, is a project by Els Comediants, a
company that pioneered in street theatre. Si-
teAuditorium Park Area. Two to four times
daily.

STREET PERFORMANCES

»El Bosco. Viaje al infierno. By Discipulos de
Morales company. lttakes up EIBosco’s Gar-
den of Earthly Delights in a three dimensional
interpretationbased on streettheatre. Site Hai-
ma (Esplanade Area). Dates: until July 18th.

»ElTeatro de Automatas. Gonzalo Canas has
been collecting and restoring mechanical the-
atre objects since 1992, and currently owns
Spains last remaining theatre of automata. As
we walk through the theatre, we come across
delightful moving tableaux of daily life and
miniature performances. Site: Talismans Pla-
za (Esplanade Area). Dates: until July 18th.
»Le Manege d’Andréa. Built under the super-
vision of Frangois Delaroziére, the Eureka car-
ousel guarantees anyone who chooses to
climb aboard an extraordinary journey. Up to
34 children can ride on it. A dizzy circular
dance that will thrill children and fascinate
adults. Dates: From June 15th to September
26th. Site: Convention Center Boulevard (En-
trance Area)

»Annibal. Opositos enormous mechanical
elephants parade to the beat of a group of In-
dian musicians and dancers. A joyful, festive
parade, opento audience participation, fusing
the modernity and design of the elephants with
traditional Indian costumes and music. Dates:
Until September 29th. Check for schedule.
»Le Zaka. Exhibition of exotic funeral masks,
andtraditional dance onthe music ofthe group
Makava. Ronda Port (Port Area). Until July
22nd.

THEATRE

»Batucada, by Moleque de Rua company. Its
music takes up the tradition of the Brazilian
Rua, with its roots in African percussion, and
combines different rhythms and influences,
giving rise to a highly personal style. Site. En-
trance Area.. Until June 16th.

»Hilando cuentos. Stories that delve into the
core of the human condition, with all of its joys
and challenges, its laughter and tears. Site.
Theatre. Entrance Area. Until June 17th.
WORLD CUISINE

»Verdurasrellenas (Stuffed vegetables), by
Pius Alibeck, from the Mesopotamia restau-
rantin Barcelona. A wide range of vegetables
can be used to wrap food. Site - Haima Stage
(LaPlaza). Dates: until June 17th.

Forumdialogues

BARCELONA

»Don Quijote and modern thought. About
seventy specialists and scholars from around
the world will analyse Cervantes masterpiece.
Site: Convention Centre. Until June 18th.

Foruminthecity

EXHIBITIONS

»At War. The exhibition is focused on the dif-
ferent stages of a conflict. CCCB (Centre de
Cultura Contemporanla de Barcelona). Dates:
until September 19th. Tickets: 3-4 euros.
THEATRE

»The Children of Herakles, by Ruhr-Trien-
nale. Directed by Peter Sellars. At Teatre Lliure
/ Mercat de les Flors. Until June 19th.

USEFUL NUMBERS

National railway ......c.ceemessnsssanens 902 240 202
Traffic 900 123 505
Directory INQUIriES .....cucueussmsrissssssesssssanans 11818
International Directory Inquiries ... 11825
Citizens Advice 012
Weather Forecast...........couucuniruaninnad 935 676 090
Aids Helpling .....ooucuunmmmsssssssssssanss 900 2122 22

Emergencies (Fire, Ambulance,

Police and all other emergencies)..........c.ueen. 112
Police (Mossos d’ESquadra)........uusuesssesasennd 088
Fire Brigade 080/085
Police (Guardia Urbana).........c.cceersersunessanas 092
Australia 93 49090 13
Gran Via de Carles Il 98, 98

Austria 93 45372 94
C/Mallorca 214, atic 1*

Belgium 93 467 70 80
C/Diputacid, 303, 1r, barcelona@diplobel.org

Canada 93 204 27 00
C/Elisenda de Pinds, 10, bcncon@sefes.es

China 93 254 11 99
Av. Tibidabo, 34, 08002

Denmark 93 488 02 22
Rambla Catalunya 33, 3r 12,

Finland 93 443 15 98
G/Puig i Xoriguera, 17

France 93 270 30 00
Ronda Universitat, 22 B, 4t, info@consulfrance-harcelone.org
Germany 93292 10 00

Passeig de Gracia, 111, 1r, consalem_bcn@inicia.es

Holland 93 363 54 20
Av. Diagonal, 601, 4t, nigovbar@intercom.es

India 9321209 16
G/Teodor Roviralta, 21-23

Ireland 93 491 50 21
Gran Via Carles 111, 94,108 2%, cons.irl@webcat.es

Italy 93 467 73 05
C/Mallorca, 270, 1r 12 cgbarsegreteria@infonegocio.com
Japan 93 280 34 33
Av. Diagonal, 662-664, 3r ( edifici Planeta)

L\ [TTRT:1E: T T O — 93 209 03 99
Travessera de Gracia, 64, 2n 2°, avolta@bufetevolta.com
Morocco 93 289 25 30
C/Bejar, 91, belkhalfi@hotmail.com

Norway 93 237 54 45
(C/Balmes, 184, 5¢ 2%, cons.gral.bcna@terra.es

Pakistan 93 457 42 30
C/Corsega , 366 atic

Russia 93 280 54 32
Av. Pearson, 34,

Sweden 93 488 25 01
G/Mallorca, 279, 4t 3%, gkbarcelona@mail.com
Switzerland 93 490 06 50

Gran Via de Carles IIl, 94, 78, vertretung@bar.rep.admin.zh

South Africa 93 506 91 00

Parc Empresarial Mas , agorea, 6

UK 93 366 62 00
Av. Diagonal, 477, 138, barcelonaconsulate@ukinspain.com
us 93 280 22 27

Passeig Reina Elisenda, 23, consulbarcel@state.gov
www.easyjet.com 902 299 992
www.basiqair.com,
Wwww.ryanair.com
www.jet2.com...........
www.virgin-express.com..
www.vueling.com ........
www.hapag.lloyd.com.
www.britishairways.com..
www.lufthansa.com.....
www.alitalia.com.
www.kim.com......
www.iberia.com ..
www.airfrance.com..

002 020 264
902 888 459
933787878

...900 303 020
...902 100 323
...902 222 747
...902 400 500
....... 901 11 22 66

Lost Property 010
Barcelona El Prat airport.................. 93 298 38 38
EUr0 Lines ...cnumemmimsmsnssssssssssansnns 902 405 040
Port 93 306 88 00
Bus Station.........coceomensmenesssessenssenss 902 260 606
Trasmediterranea..........cocoeeseesennns 93 295 91 05
Taxis 93 481 00 85
Duty Pharmacies........cuumsesassnsnas 93 481 00 60
=110 1T 900 77 00 77
Water 900 700 720

93265 11 11
Gas 900 750 750
Telefonica 1002
Lost/Stolen credit cards........couuruunes 91581 18 11

...906 301 282
..93 238 40 00

Barcelona Tourist Office...
Catalunya Tourist Office...

Women's Helpline ........coocumuunnsniesans 93 290 36 99
Bus station ... 972212 319
Girona-Costa Brava Airport ............. 972 186 600
Ryanair. 972 062 010
Taxi Girona 972 203 377
Tourist Office. 97222 65 75
TARRAGONA
Bus Station.........cccmmmeninnnnss 977 22 91 26

Tourist Office.. 977 23 2143
977 24 52 03
Taxis 977221414
Reus Airport 977 77 98 00
Port 901 166 658
977 259 462
| LLEbA |
Taxis 972 20 30 50
Bus Station.........cocomenmensesssessessnenss 973 268 500
High Speed Railway. ..902 24 02 02
Tourist office ....covnimuninesrissssssesnns 902 25 00 50
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film

Janis and John

® First-time director Samuel Benchetrit’s 2003 debut
“Janis and John” follows the exploits of Pablo Sterni
(Sergi Lopez), an insurance employee, respectable
father and husband, who finds himself in a desperate
situation. He owes one hundred euros to Mr. Cannon
(Jean-Louis Trintignant), and he has got only two

weeks to come up with the cash. If he fails, he’ll ‘
lose everything. Pushed to his limits, Pablo can only :
think of Léon, his cousin, who has just inherited a

Sergi Lopez and Marie Trintignant

and Janice Joplin.

huge sum of money from his recently deceased father,
and happens to be an obsessive fan of John Lennon

This genuinely funny comedy evokes the suburban
kitsch visuals of “American Beauty” and the absurd
universe of “Being John Malkovich”. The film is full
of a lively sensibility, marking a confident screen debut
for the co-scripter/director Samuel Benchetrit.

Samuel Benchetrit was also very active in the theatre
world, directing Jean-Louis Trintignant and his daugh-
ter Marie Trintignant in the plays “Poé¢mes a
Lou”(1999) and “Comédie sur un quai de gare”(2001).

«Awalkwithlove and death»

USA, 1969. Dir.: John Huston. With: Angelica Hus-
ton, Assaf Dayan, John Huston. The adventures of
anobleman’s daughter and a Frenchman through a
Europe devastated by The Hundred Years’s War.

«Baran»

Iran, 2004. 94°. Dir.: Majid Majidi. With: Hossein
Abedini, Zahra Bahrami. A sacrifice and devotion
story about Lateef, a seventeen-year boy from Te-
heran. One day he realizes that one of the boys work-
ingwithhimis agirlwho struggles to supportherpoor
family. Leteef falls in love and decides to help her.

«Bigfish»

USA, 2003. 125’. Dir.: Tim Burton. With: Ewan
McGregor, Alison Lohman, Albert Finney, Jessica
Lange, Billy Crudup. Ed Bloom has always exager-
ated his exploits as a young man and succeeded in
charming everyone, except for his son Will. At his
mothers request, the estranged son has come home
with his wife to take care of his dying father and to
separate factfromfiction.

«Blueberry.L’expérience

secrete»

France, 2004.120’. Dir.: Jan Kounen. With: Vincent
Cassel, Juliette Lewis, Michael Madsen. A mystical
western set in the 1870s about a spiritual marshal
named Blueberry who tries to stop Blount, the man
who murdered his girlfriend, from getting to a treas-
ureofgold hiddeninIndia.

«Brazil»

USA, 1985. 131", Dir.: Terry Gilliam. With: Jonathan
Pryce, Robert De Niro, Katherine Helmond, Weston
McMillan. Sam Howry is an inefficient civil servant
tired of bureaucracy. One day he spots a mistake in
the paperwork passing through his office, which
leadstothe arrestofaninnocentman.

«Gapturing the Friedmans»

USA, 2004. 107’. Dir.: Andrew Jarecki. The story of
the Friedmans, an upper-middle class Jewish family
from New York, whose happy life was suddenly de-
stroyed when the father and son were charged with
horrible crimes of child molestation.

«Grash»

USA, 1996. Dir.: David Cronenberg. With: James
Spader, Holly Hunter, Rosanna Arquette, Manuel
Arbo.James and Catherine Ballard are amarried cou-
ple whose sex life has been reduced to telling each
other tales of mutual infidelity to turn each other on.
One night, James gets injured in an accident.

«DasTestament des Dr. Mabuse>
Germany, 1933. 80°. Dir.: Fritz Lang. Fritz Lang’s
masterpiece focuses on the terrifying atmosphere in
Nazi Germany. Lang uses once again the character
Dr. Mabuse (which he also usedin 1922), a criminal
following Nazi ordersin post-war Berlin.

«Defemhbenspaend (The Five

Obstructions)>

Denmark, 2004. Dir.: Lars Von Trier, Jorgen Leth.
Lars Von Trier, Jorgen Leth. In 1967, Jorgen Leth
made a thirteen minute shortfilm called "The Perfect
Human”, a work focussing on human behaviour.
Fascinated by the result, Lars von Trier invited him
a couple of years ago to remake his classic 1967
short five different times using the same subject.

«Gentlemen preferblondes»

USA, 1953. 87’. Dir.: Howard Hawks. With: Jane
Russell, Marilyn Monroe, Charles Coburn, Daryl
Hannah. Lorelei Lee and her friend Dorothy are two
showgirls who take a transatlantic to Paris hoping to
findlove and marriage.

«JanisetJohn»

France, 2003. 105’. Dir.: Samuel Benchetrit. With:
Sergi Lopez, Marie Trintignant, Francois Cluzet. Pa-
blo Sterni is an honest insurance salesman who is
going through financial problems. He could go to
prison if he doesnt get half-million francs in two
weeks. Buthe learns thathis cousin has justinherited
a million francs from his recently deceased father.

This is the last film made by Marie Trintignant just
afewmonths before she was murdered.

«Kill Bill. Volume 1>

USA,2003.111’. Dir.: Quentin Tarantino. With: Uma
Thurman, Lucy Liu, Viveca A. Fox, Michael Madsen,
Daryl Hannah, David Carradine. The body of a young
pregnant woman lies on the floor in a rural church
inElPaso. Sheis wearing a blood splatered wedding
dress. Years later, when the Bride awakes from the
coma,she sherealizes whathappenedtoherand pre-
paresforrevenge...

«Lamalaeducacion (Bad

Education)»

Spain,2003.115. Dir.: Pedro Aimoddvar. With: Fele
Martinez, Gael Garcia Bernal, Javier Camara, Lluis
Homar. A young boy is sexually violated by a priest
and separated from his friend in a Catholic church.
Years later, the two friends meet again. One of them
is a transvestite wanting to become an actor while
the other one is a film director. Together, they recall
their childhood and the difficult moments they went
throughatschool.

«Lostintranslation»

USA,2003.105’. Dir.: Sofia Coppola. With: Bill Mur-
ray, Scarlett Johansson, GiovanniRibisi, Anna Faris.
Bob Harris is a TV star who arrives in Tokyo to shoot
awhiskey commercial. One day he meets Charlotte,
a workaholic photographer’s wife. They become
good friends and a new life opens up for them...

«PeterPan»

USA, 2003. 113", Dir.: P.J. Hogan. With: Jason
Isaacs, Jeremy Sumpter, Rachel Hurd-Wood, Olivia
Williams, Ludivine Sagnier. Wendy Darling is a pre-
teen in Victorian London who entertains her little
brothers, John and Michael, with fantastic tales
aboutPeter Panand his adventures. Her parents urge
her to grow up, but she resists. One night, Peter Pan
comesto herroomand soon Wendy and her brothers
are flying to Neverland, where there is no need to
growup...

«Russian Ark>

Russia, 2002. 90°. Dir.: Alexander Sokurov.With:
Sergei Dontsov, Maria Kuznetsova. Sokurov shot a
96 minute film in one take. The camera follows the
steps ofa 19th century French diplomatic throughout
the Hermitage Museumin St. Petersburg. Along walk
through the museum reveals a good part of the Rus-
sian history and culture.

«Salinui chueok (Memories of

murder)>»

Corea, 2004. 129'. Dir.: Bong Joonho. With: Kim
Sang-Kyng, Song Kang-Ho. From 1986 to 1991, ten
women were raped and then murdered in a small vil-
lage in Sedil. The high class society didntlike the idea
ofaserialkillerandtried to hide the facts.

«Dr. Srangelove or: How I learned
tostopworrying andlove the

bomb»»

Regne Unit, 1964. Dir.: Stanley Kubrick. Int.: Piter
Sellers, George C. Scott, Slim Pickens. Stanley Ku-
brick’s Cold War masterpiece. The film is set at the
height of the tensions between Russiaandthe United
States, whenallitwouldtaketo destroy the world was
one push of a button. And the crazed General Jack
D.Ripperisjustthemantodoit.

«The Butterfly Effect»

EUA, 2004.113". Dir.: Eric Bress, J. Mackye Gruber.
Int.: Ashton Kutcher, Melora Walters, Amy Smart, El-
den Henson. A young man (Evan Treborn) trying to
forget his horrible childhood memories, devises a
technique of travelling back in time in order to repair
the damage. But every time he goes back into the
past,he only makes things worse.

«The day aftertomorrow>

EUA, 2004. 125’. Dir.: Roland Emmerich. Int.: Den-
nis Quaid, Jake Gyllenhaal, Emmy Rossum, Sela
Ward. Arg.: Sudden global warming has devastating
consequences for the entire planet. In the middle of
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Barcelona

1 CASABLANCA
Um filme falado (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.00-20.00-22.15

Janis et John

16.00-18.00-20.00-22.15

1 FILMOTECA DE CATALUNYA

La verdad sobre el caso Savolta 17.30
Numax presenta... 19.30
Stranger on the Prowl (Imbarco a mezzanotte) (V.0.S.C) 22.00
1 MELIES

Crash (V.0.S.E) 16.00
La Casita blanca 16.30
Brazil (V.0.S.E) 18.00
A walk with love and death (V.0.S.E) 18.15
The seven year itch (V.0.S.E) 20.00
Telefono rojo, volamos hacia Moscou (V.0.S.E) 20.35
Gentlemen prefer blondes (V.0.S.E) 22.30
The deads (V.0.S.E) 22.30
1 RENOIR FLORIDABLANCA

Héctor 16.00-20.30
Machuca 16.00-18.20-20.35-22.50

The Ladykillers (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.10-20.20-22.30

The Mother (V.0.S.E)

16.10-18.25-20.35-22.45

Janis et John (V.0.S.E)

16.15-18.20-20.25-22.35

La mala educacion

16.15-18.30-20.40-22.50

Salinui chueok (V.0.S.E)

16.30-19.10-22.20

La puta y la ballena

18.10-22.40

1 RENOIR LES CORTS
The Mother (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.15-20.30-22.45

Machuca 16.00-18.15-20.30-22.45
El abrazo partido 16.00-18.00-20.00-22.00
Héctor 16.05-18.20-20.35-22.50
Nubes de verano 16.05-18.25
Janis et John (V.0.S.E) 16.10-18.30-20.40-22.50
La mala educacion 20.35-22.50

1 VERDI
The Ladykillers (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.10-20.20-22.30

Ni pour ni contre (bien au contraire) (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.10-20.20-22.30

Wilbur Wants to Kill Himself (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.10-20.20-22.30

Capturing the Friedmans (V.0.S.E)

16.05-20.30

Das Testament des Dr. Mabuse (V.0.S.E)

16.05-22.30

Baran (V.0.S.E)

16.10-18.10-2020-22.30

1 VERDI PARK
Whale Rider (V.0.S.E)

16.05-18.15-20.30-22.40

Russian Ark (V.0.S.E)

16.15-18.15-20.20-22.35

Una onda no ar (V.0.S.E)

16.20-18.15-20.20-22.35

Santa Liberdade (V.0.S.E)

16.30-18.30-20.30-22.30

1 YELMO ICARIA
Um filme falado (V.0.S.E)

11.15-13.10-15.10-17.10-19.10-21.10

La puta y la ballena

11.15-13.45-16.15

SeX

11.15-13.10-15.10

Whale Rider (V.0.S.E)

11.20-1345-16.00-18.15-20.35-22.50

Capturing the Friedmans (V.0.S.E)

11.20-13.30-15.40-17.45-20.00-22.15

The Ladykillers (V.0.S.E)

11.20-13.30-15.45-18.00-20.15-22.30

Wilbur Wants to Kill Himself (V.0.S.E)

11.20-13.45-16.00-18.15-20.35-22.50

Wonderland (V.0.S.E)

11.20-13.30-15.30

Janis et John (V.0.S.E)

11.30-13.50-16.00-18.15-20.35-22.50

Blueberry. L'expérience secrete (V.0.S.E)

11.30-14.00-116.45-19.30-22.00

Peter Pan (V.0.S.E)

11.30

Big fish (V.0.S.E)

11.30-14.00-16.45-19.30-22.00

The day after tomorrow (V.0.S.E)

11.30-14.00-17.00-19.45-22.30

Twisted (V.0.S.E)

11.30-13.30-15.30-17.30-19.30-21.30

Troy (V.0.S.E)

12.00-17.30-20.45

The Butterfly Effect (V.0.S.E)

13.45-16.00-18.15-20.35-22.50

Kill Bill. Volume 1 (V.0.S.E)

17.00-19.30-22.00

Lost in translation (V.0.S.E)

17.30-19.45-22.00

Ni pour ni contre (bien au contraire) (V.0.S.E) 19.00-21.30
Girona

1 TRUFFAUT

De fem benspaend (V.0) 18.30-22.45
Zatoichi (V.0) 20.30

www.yelmocineplex.es.

CASABLANCA. Pg. de Gracia, 115. Metro L3-L5 Diagonal. 93 218 43 45. Cheap rates Mondays,
except holidays. FILMOTECA DE CATALUNYA. Av. Sarria, 33. Metro L5 Hospital Clinic. 93 316 27 80.
MELIES. Villarroel, 102. Metro L1 Urgell. 93 451 00 51. Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays.
RENOIR FLORIDABLANCA. Floridablanca, 135. Metro L1-L2 Universitat. 93 426 33 37.
www.cinesrenoir.com. Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays. Anticipated sales: www.cinentradas.com.
RENOIR LES CORTS. Eugeni d'Ors, 12. Metro L3 les Corts. 93 490 55 10. www.cinesrenoir.com.
Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays. Anticipated sales: www.cinentradas.com. VERDI. Verdi, 32.
Metro L3 Fontana. 93 238 79 90. www. cinemes-verdi.com. Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays.
VERDI PARK. Torijos, 49. Metro L3 Fontana. 93 238 79 90. www.cinemes-verdi.com. Cheap rates
Mondays, except holidays. YELMO ICARIA. Salvador Espriu, 61. Metro L4 Ciutadella-Vila. 902 22 09
22. www.yelmocineplex.es. Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays. Anticipates sales: 902 22 09 22 and

this catastropheis Adrian Hall (Quaid), a paleoclima-
tologist (a scientist who studies the ways weather
patterns changed in the past), who struggles to save
the world from the effects of global warming. At the
sametime, heis alsotryingtofind his son, Sam (Gyl-
lenhaal), whowasinNew York ity as partof aschol-
astic competition.

«The Ladykillers»

EUA, 2004. Dir.: Joel i Ethan Coen. Int.: Tom Hanks,
IrmaP. Hall, Marlon Wayans. Arg.: An eccentric pro-
fessorand his three accomplices plan to rob "Bandit
Queen”, a riverboat casino on Mississipi. They are
staying in Mrs.Muson’s house and are going to dig
atunnel to where the money is kept. But dealing with
Mrs. Munson appears to be more difficult than they
expect.

«The Mother»

Regne Unit, 2004. 112". Dir.: Roger Michell. Int.:
Anne Reid, Daniel Craig. Arg.: May is a grandmother
wholivesinthe suburbs. When herhusband dies dur-
ing theirfamily visitto London, she finds herself sub-
merged in her children’s stressful metropolitan life.
But when she meets Darren, everything changes for
her.

«Troy»

EUA,2004.160’. Dir.: Wolfgang Petersen. Int.: Brad
Pitt, Eric Bana, Orlando Bloom, Sean Bean, Brendan
Gleeson. Arg.: In 1193 B.C., Prince Paris (Orlando
Bloom), son of Priam, the king of Troy, seduces Me-
nelau’s wife, Helen, the most beautiful woman inthe
world. He convinces her to follow him away from her
husband, setting the two nations at war with each
other. Menelaus and his brother, Agamemnon, goto
war against Troy, partly because of Helen, but more
because it is an excuse to conquer the Trojans.
Achilles, the greatest warrior among the Greeks,
helps Agamemnontofightagainst Troy.

«Twisted>

EUA, 2004. 97°. Dir.: Philip Kaufman. Int.: Ashley
Judd, Andy Garcia, SamuelL. Jackson. Arg.: Jessica
is a police officer who investigates a serial murder.
She soon finds out that the victims are her former
lovers, which makes herthe main suspect.

«Umfilmefalado»

Portugal-Franca, 2003. 96’. Dir.: Manoel de Oliveira.
Int.: Leonor Silveira, John Malkovich. Arg.: Leonor
Silveira, John Malkovich. Rosa Maria,a young His-
tory teacher at University of Lisboa, goes on a Med-
iterranean cruise with her daughter, Maria Joana. As
they travel from France to Turkey, Rosa Maria talks
to her daughter about world history. She plans to
meetherhusbandin Bombay, andthen go on holiday
together.

«Unaondanoar»

Brasil, 2004. 92'. Dir.: Helvécio Ratton. Int.: Alex-
andre Moreno, Babu Santana, Adolfo Moura, Benja-
min Abras. Arg.: This movie is inspired by the true
story of a community radio station from the 1980s.
Jorge and his friends create "Radio Favela” to ex-
press their position against racism in Brasil and to
serve as the voice for the people. While playing the
sounds of Brazilian hip-hop, soul and funk, they also
mix criticism of the government, reports of people in
need. However, an illegal set-up could silence their
revolutionary voice.

«Wilbur Wants to Kill Himself>
Dinamarca, 2004. 105’ Dir.: Lone Scherfig. Int.: Ja-
mie Sives, Adrian Rawlins, Shirley Henderson. Arg.:
Wilbur is successful with women, he has a good job
andagreatbrother, butheis nothappy. Disappointed
by life, he decides to commit suicide. But this is not
aseasyashethinks...

«Wonderland>

Canada-EUA, 2003. 100". Dir.: James Cox. Int.: Val
Kilmer, Kate Bosworth. Arg.: Based on a true
story,the film focuses on the multiple homicide at a
house on Wonderland Avenue in the Laurel Canyon
neighbourhood in Los Angeles in the summer of
1981. Atfirst, it seemed that the case was just about
drug dealers and bad guys, butsoon we discoverthat
the porn super-star John Holmes is involved...
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