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Call for more protected
housingin Barcelona

Soaring house prices drive potential buyers out into the suburbs

Neweradawns
forthe use of
waterin
Catalonia

The Catalan government will intro-
duce new measures to protect water
including better financing of Cata-
lonia’s Water Agency and penalis-
ing users for excess waste of domes-
tic water in their gardens and swim-
ming pools but it will mean higher
bills. The measures will be in line
with a national plan for water pro-
posed by the Spanish government
which isbacking the construction of
desalination plants along the coast.
The Catalan minister of environ-
ment and housing Salvador Mila is
seeking cross party support for the
measures.
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Animal species

savedjustinthe
knick of time

The brown bear, which once flour-
ished in the Pyrenees, is now an en-
dangered species. A special pro-
gramme called Life has been trying
to reintroduce the species by releas-
ing Slovenian bears in the mountain
region. So faritseems to be working,
as there are at least four adult bears
and a few cubs surviving in the wild.
When another local species, the ot-
ter, also nearly disappeared from
Catalan rivers, the Otter Project
stepped in with favourable results
(continued on page 3).

Brown bears whichwere almost extinctin Cataloniashould be around forsometime
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Newwater plan aims to encourage
better use of natural resources

The Catalan governmentis planningto penalise people who use too much domesticwater

RICHARD MCCRANN
The Catalan government will intro-
duce new measures to protect water
including better financing of Cata-
lonia’s Water Agency in a bid to re-
duceits debts. It willalsoimplement
measures to rationalise the way wa-
ter is used across the country in line
with a new law on water culture as
proposed by the Spanish govern-
ment. Some of the measures plan-
ned include revising prices for con-
sumers and penalising people for
wasting domestic water in swim-
ming pools and gardens. The meas-
ures will be included in a new na-
tional plan for water for which the
Catalan minister of the environ-
ment and housing, Salvador Mila,
wants maximum political consent.
Mila wants the plan in place by
2010 as well as any changes to the
water agency’s policies which has
caused it a serious economic crisis.
To deal with the changes based on
the new culture of water manage-
ment, which the Spanish Govern-
menthasinstigated, after abolishing
the former Popular Party govern-
ment’s Plan Nacional Hidrolégico,
Mila is aiming to get a first proposal
ready for September this year. Mila
refused to say how much the finan-
cial penalty would be for peoplewho
consumed too much domestic wa-

Insidethe desalination plantin Blanes; desalination willbe promoted as one way of saving water

ter in their gardens or swimming
pools until he had consulted with
therest of the political groups.

Mila has also proposed to change
the criteria for subsidies for water
use, reducing the criteria to three
people per household from the cur-
rent four for the first 12 cubic metres

used each month per household.
The changes in prices will effect wa-
ter users from industry in a bid to
avoid a situation where large con-
sumers of water in industry pay less.
Mila has proposed to make water
bills more consistent throughout
Catalonia to prevent some users

paying more for their water which
they obtain from municipal facili-
ties such as desalination plants. The
national plan will also include a
study of water resources and plans
tobuild extra storage facilities in the
event of a drought in the country
and boosting underwater sources.

Zapateroto callreferendumon EU
Constitution “assoon aspossible”

The Spanish president José Luis Ro-
driguez Zapatero declared last
Wednesday that he would be calling
areferendum on the constitution of
the European Union “as soon as
possible”, and thathe would be con-
sultingall the political partiesin par-
liament with respect to the projec-
ted date of the referendum, as well
asthewording of the referendum it-
self. He expressed his desire to draft
areferendum which would “achieve
theparticipation of thelargestnum-

ber of Spaniards possible”.

Zapatero was speakingin parlia-
ment on the subject of the results of
the recent European Council meet-
ing in Brussels, and he stressed that
the European Constitution must be
ratified byall the member countries,
and that the PSOE had decided that
the decision merited callinga public
referendum.

He said thatalthough there were
some who believed that calling a ref-
erendum was unecessary, he insis-

ted that “we must not ignore our
electorate, as we have an obligation
to include them in the decision”.
Zapatero emphasised the “great
importance” that the ratification of
the Constitution meant for the EU,
and hoped that parliamentary dis-
cussions on the subject would “re-
create a consensus which never
should have been broken” between
the governmentand the opposition,
through a “state policy which is now
inalamentable condition.”

F

President)osé Luis Rodriguez Zapatero

11-M ENQUIRY

Opposition criticises delay

The enquiry into the circumstances
surrounding the 11 March Madrid
train bombs will kick off on 6 July.
The 16-strong parliamentary com-
mittee in charge of the enquiry has
decided to divide theintervieweesin
three groups; security agents and
chiefs of police, newspaper bosses
and politicians from the ruling So-
cialist party or PSOE and the previ-
ous government of the Popular Par-
ty or PP. They have also requested
that government, the media and the
telephone companies produce all
relevant documentation within the
next seven days. Members of the se-
curity forces will be first to provide
evidence on 6 - 8 July, followed by
the media and, finally, the politi-
cians. Although the enquiry has not
yet begun, the first criticisms are al-
ready surfacing. Representatives of
all the opposition parties except the
PP are angry that the committee has
not yet decided exactly who will be
asked to testify. In a joint declara-
tion to the press, spokespeople of
the CiU, ERC, PNV, IU-ICV and the
Mixed Groupaccused the PSOEand
the PP of using a delaying tactic to
ensure the most controversial fig-
ureswould berevealedlast.

ISRAEL-PALESTINE
Gazawithdrawal slammed

Israeli prime minister Ariel Sharon
is attempting to sabotage the Gen-
eva Accord by withdrawing from
the Gaza Strip without negotiations,
according to two signatories to the
agreement. Israeli Gadi Baltiannsky
and Palestinian Elias Zanarini
voiced these criticisms recently at
the dialogue Towards a world with-
out violence, part of the Forum 2004
in Barcelona. The Geneva Accord is
an alternative peace plan for the Is-
raeli-Palestinian conflict put for-
ward by well-known figures from
both sides. It proposes a total Israeli
withdrawal from Gaza and the West
Bank, including EastJerusalem with
its important holy sites. In return,
the Palestinians would give up the
right of return for the four million
Palestinian refugees living in the
diaspora. The agreement, which has
no legal value, has been consistently
boycotted by Sharon. Baltiannsky
and Zanarini fear the moves to with-
draw from Gaza could only make
things worse. “Many Palestinians
believe Sharon wants to end the oc-
cupation of Gaza but aims to perpe-
tuate the occupation of the West
Bank,” says Zanarini.
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Biganimals
stake their claim
to Catalonia
once more

Endangered large mammals such as the wolf

and the brown bear are making a comeback

JORDICOMELLAS

From the latter half of the 18th cen-
tury until the beginning of the 20th,
many of the large mammals that in-
habited Catalan forests and moun-
tain ranges disappeared from the
area. Animals such as the brown
bear, the wolf, the red deer, the cha-
mois, the roe deer, and the otter
gradually lost terrain until they dis-
appeared from their natural habi-
tats or came very close to doing so.
And nobody really cared. In fact, in
some cases, people were quite happy
aboutit.

In general, there were a combin-
ation of factors that led to these dis-
appearances, most of them relating
to human activity: pollution, espe-
cially water pollution; deforestation
caused by uncontrolled logging, the
charcoal industry and extensive
grazing; and uncontrolled hunting,
mainly for furs, and eradication po-

licies promoted by political admin-
istrations against species that could
enter into conflict with people, such
as bears and wolves. The effect of all
of this was that many species disap-
peared from Catalonia completely,
while others had to survive in isola-
ted, high-altitude environments.
Butwith theabandoning of many
of the forest-related economic ac-
tivitiesand the decline of farming, in
the mid-20th century some animals
have begun to repopulate areas they
had left years before. In some cases,
they began to reproduce in areas
where cropland had reverted to for-
estland; in other cases, they crossed
the Pyrenees from the areas in
France where theyhad beenreintro-
duced; the rest were reintroduced
into the area for hunting purposes,
usually in conjunction with the cre-
ation of national game reserves. At
the moment, practically all of the

Declared endangered speciesin1973,the programme Life has brought three bears backto the Pyrenees / ARCHIVE

species of large mammals are pres-
entin Cataloniaagain, exceptfor the
wolf and the lynx. But even in the
case of these two species, a number
of experts say that they are getting
close,and there hasbeen evidence of
at least one wolf on this side of the

Pyrenees. The circumstances be-
hind the resurgence of each species
vary. In the case of the otter, it was
reintroduced through a carefully-
designed and executed programme
in 1993. Others have found very fa-
vourable conditions for their ex-

pansion, like the red deer, the Span-
ish ibex, the roe deer, and especially
the wild boar. This last species has
grown spectacularly in number and
is increasingly moving into areas
closer to humans and have even
caused some highwayaccidents.

Regarded as one of the most char-
ismatic and emblematic of Eu-
ropeswild animals, the brown bear

was also considered an enemy of
shepherdsand thus had to be elim-
inated. Initially, these bears could
be found throughout the Pyrenees,
but by the 18th century, their hab-

itat had been reduced consider-
ably. Historians recall an 18th cen-
tury priest who killed 20. By 1973,
thebrownbear was declared anen-
dangered species. In 1994, the gov-
ernments of France, Catalonia,
Navarraand Aragon implemented
a programme called Life, through

which they released three Sloven-
ian bears in the Central Pyrenees.
The project was not received well
by the townspeople, and one bear
was even killed. But overall the an-
imals have done well, and there are
now fouradultbearsand afewcubs
foragingaroundin Pyrenees.

Brown bearsbackintheforest and ottersintheriver

The near-disappearance of ot-
ters from Catalan rivers is a clear
example of the destructive pres-
sure humans have exerted on the
environment for far too long. On
the other hand, the results ob-
tained through Projecte Lludriga
(the Otter Project) demonstrate

that doing the right things at the
right time can cause a turn-around
in what seems like an irreversible
situation. Since the animals release
into the Muga and Fluvia rivers,
they have found their way into
otherriver systemsand established
colonies.
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The numberofforeign prostitutes working the streets every night has risen considerably inrecentyears

Esplugues de Llobregat plansto
ban nocturnal street prostitution

Espluguesisthefirst Catalan municipality to propose such a measure

MICHAELBUNN

Esplugues de Llobregat is the first
Catalan municipality to begin tak-
ing steps to ban street prostitution
within its municipal limits.

Atitslast general meeting, the lo-
cal town council voted to change the
municipal by-laws on street prosti-
tution, in spite of the fact the Span-
ish penal code does not expressly
prohibit prostitution, though it
does consider the exploitation of
people for such purposes to be a
criminal offence.

Opver the last year, there has been
asteadyrise in the number of female
prostitutes - most of whom have ar-
rived from different countries in
Eastern Europe - who are plying
their trade at the Plaza Ramon Trias
Fargas roundabout in Esplugues.
This has given rise to complaints
from local people who live in the
nearby neighbourhood of Fines-
trelles, as well as motorists from
otherareas, since thisroundabout is
directly on the route for drivers
coming in from the Ronda de Dalt

to Esplugues and Sant Just Desvern.

One neighbour complained: “I
pass through here every day and af-
ter about 10 p.m. there are always
groups of women waiting for pass-
ing cars.” Many local people explain
that the prostitutes are not a prob-
lem in themselves, as there are no
houses nearby; they say the problem
is - apart from the bad image pro-
duced by the spectacle - is the fact
that cruising potential clients tend
to brake sharply when they want to
stop and pick up one of the women,
and this has caused a number of
accidents.

Most of the women have come to
this roundabout from Avenida Di-
agonal, where competition for space
between prostitutesisfierce because
of the high numbers who work on
thatparticular streetatnight.

However, if this law is altered
there could well be a knock-on ef-
fect, and thus residents of neigh-
bouring district Les Corts are wor-
ried that if municipal laws do ban
prostitution in Esplugues, then

their own neighbourhood might be
invaded by these same women, in
search of somewhere where they can
work.

At the last meeting of the muni-
cipal council, the proposal to
change thelawwas supported by the
governing PSC as well as the CiU
and PP. Meanwhile, the ICV-Verds
and the ERCabstained.

The proposal was put forward a
few weeks ago by the Citizen Safety
Council, following a series of com-
plaints by the neighbours of Finis-
trelles regarding what they consid-
ered to be the passivity shown by the
police towards the crowd of prosti-
tutes that has accumulated at this
roundabout. The owner of a local
restaurant told reporters that thelo-
cal police claim that they do try and
scare off the women every so often,
but they admit that in effect all they
can do is to simply drive past them.
Meanwhile, Barcelona city council
have so far refused to comment on
this development in their neigh-
bouring municipality.

Studyreveals 7 out of 10 Alzheimer
sufferersare cared forathome

MICHAELBUNN

A sociological study has revealed
that currently seven out of every ten
people who suffer from Alzheimer’s
or other forms of dementia in Cat-
alonia are cared for by members of
their own family.

This study, carried out by the Di-
putaci6 de Barcelona, shows that
contrary to what was previously
thought, many families do not send
relatives suffering from dementia
into nursing homes, instead they
lookafter themathome.

Thestudyalso pointed out thatall
these families said that they needed
more help in terms of support and
resources from the authorities, so
that they could combine work and
personal lives with the enormous
task of caring from a relative who is
affected by Alzheimer’s.

In most cases, the study shows
thatthe carer tendstobeahousewife
aged between 45 and 65 who is un-
able to go outand find work because
of the responsibility she has at
home.
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The author of the study, sociolo-
gist Llufs Sdez, said that the public
assistance being provided to help
people caring for relatives at home
had not grown in proportion to the
increase in the number of sufferers,
and that for many people this had
generated a situation of inequality,
since elderly people and those who
depended on poorer families found
that they did not have access to any
public care (because effectively it
did notexist) nor to private care, be-
cause they could notaffordit.

Ban onyoungpillion passengers proposed

The Royal Automobile Club of Catalonia (RACC) is proposing measures
that would make it illegal for scooter and moped riders to carry pillion pas-
sengers under 18 years ofage. The Spanish government has announced that
it plans to pass this law today. However, the head of communications at
RACC has declared that he still considers this measure to be insufficient,
saying that “We want to prohibit scooter and moped riders from carrying
pillion passengers of any age”. He claimed that introducing the age limit
of 18 was not a reasonable measure because “The police would have to keep
stopping every rider with a passenger to check how old they were.” Accord-
ingto RACCrecords,in 1997 and 1998 (the year when scootersand mopeds
were first legally allowed to carry passengers), accidents in Spain involving
these vehicles rose by 4,500. Even so, in over 60% of cases, it turned out
that a car driver was responsible for the accident. This high accident rate
has pushed up insurance premiums for scooters and mopeds, which cur-
rently cost around 900 euros to insure annually. RACC believes that the
main cause for this rise in prices is the fact that these vehicles have been
legally authorised to carry passengers, and the consequence of this is that
some 33% of these two-wheeled vehicles on the roads in Catalonia are rid-
ingwithoutinsurance.

Barcasigns Bellettifor 4 years
Juliano Belletti is Barcelona football
club’s first signing for the coming
2004-2005 season, and at his first
meeting with the press last Monday
he said that he plans to do two
things:learn Catalan and win cham-
pionship titles. The 28 year-old Bra-
zilian (who also has an EC passport
owing to his Italian origins) has
been described by Txiki Begiristain,
the club’s technical director, as be-
ing “one of the best right wingers in
the world”. Belletti is already famil-
iar with playing in the Spanish lea-
gue, thanks to his last two years at
Villareal,and heisalsoagood friend
j of Barga star Ronaldinho.

Publicplaces tobe purged of old regime’s plaques and statues

The town council of Gava has approved a proposal to take down all the
symbols of the Franco era which still exist in public places. These symbols,
which consist mainly of plaques and statues, are to be finally removed be-
cause, according to a council spokesman, as the dictatorship wasbrought
to a close over 29 years ago, the fact that these elements representing a pre-
vious discredited era were still in place was contradictory to the current
spirit of the town, and thus they should be removed immediately. The mu-
nicipal group EUiA has expressed its satisfaction at the decision.

Council hopes to preempt heatwaverisk to old

Barcelona city council is drawing up a census of people who might be at
risk - owing to their advanced age, social situation or state of health - from
a heat wave such as the one that the city experienced last year. The council
estimates that at least 30,000 people will be at risk when temperatures start
to climb, and the idea is to instigate measures that will prevent last year’s
situation, when over 400 deaths related to extreme temperatures were re-
corded during the summer 0f2003, and particularly during the intense heat
wave that took place in the last week of July and the first fortnight of August.
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Smokingkills
50% ofthose
who don’t quit

Pioneer researcher publishes 50-year study

RICHARD MCCRANN

Smokers run a huge risk of dying
early as a result of their habit, ac-
cording to a long-running study. It
concludes that half of people who
start smoking in their teens and
don’t give up will die from their ad-
diction. It says that smokers will die
an average 10 years earlier com-
pared to those who have never had
ahabit.

The findings were published in
the final report of a 50-year study on
the effects of smoking by Professor
Sir Richard Doll, who first estab-
lished a link between tobacco and

lung cancer. Since 1951 he has
monitored the lives of 35,000 doc-
tors and today only a fifth of them
remain alive of which 134 still
smoke. His final report will appear
inthe British Medical Journal.
“There is no point in us going on
any further now. I can only advise
peoplethat, if they thinklifeis worth
living, then it is damned silly to
smoke because you are just not go-
ing to have much of it to live,” said
Sir Richard, aged 92. His research is
described as a “stunning achieve-
ment” in the British Medical Jour-
nal becasue it has followed the same

Long-runningstudyinthe dangers of smoking shows that smokers die on average 10 years youngerthanthose who do not

group of men for more than half a
century. Sir Richard’s work promp-
ted the Government in 1955 to ad-
mit that there was incontrovertible
proof that smoking cause lung can-
cer. Among his findings it shows

that two-thirds of those born after
1920 have already died or predicted
to die as a result of their addiction.

The report concludes that while
life expectancy of non-smokers has
increased over the past 50 year due

to better medical care, the benefits
to smokers have been nullified by
their continued smoking. A man
born in 1875 had a 12 per cent
chance of surviving to the age of 90
ifhedid notsmoke.

Prisonersbeatenin Afghanjails

Prisoners being held by US troops in Afghanistan have been beaten and
abusedlike those inIraq, according The Guardian. Allegations by survivors
include interrogation practises similar to those used in Iraq such as beat-
ings, strippings, hoodings, and sleep deprivation. Five detainees have died
in custody, three of them in suspicious circumstances.The Guardian report
says that the alleged abuse shows that events at Abu Ghraib prison was part
ofapatternofinterrogation thathasbeenregular practise since theinvasion
of Aghganistan.“Prisoners in Afghanistan were subjected to cruel and de-
grading treatment, and some died from it. But because there were no pho-
tographs - atleast to our present knowledge - they have not received enough
attention. Theseabuses were part ofawider patternstemming froma White
House attitude that anything goes,” says Senator Patrick Leahy, the Dem-
ocratic member of the Senate subcommittee on foreign operations, told
The Guardian.

Firm of murdered Korean to haltIraqbusiness

A company that employed a South Korean killed by Islamic militants in
Iraq will remove all of its Korean workers from the country and suspend
its business there, according to media report. Kim Sun-il, an Arabic inter-
preter, was beheaded by militants, after South Korea refused to remove its
troops from Iraq and to stop the deployment of extra soldiers.“I feel sorry
tohavebrought the deceased’s family and the Korean people so much anxi-
ety,” says Kim Chun-ho, the president of the firm that employed Kim, Cana
General Trading, speaking to Yonhap News. It supplied various goods and
services to the U.S. military. He said that his firm had 16 Korean workers
inIraq, buttheyhadbeen placedinaBaghdadhotel.

Warningofpolio epidemicin Africa

Experts have warned that west and central Africais edging towards the larg-
est polio epidemic in recent years. The Global Polio Eradication Initiative
says it threatens the children with paralysis and the rise in the disease has
been linkd to a suspension of the vaccination programme in northern Ni-
geria, after Islamic leaders were concerned about the vaccine safety. It
means that ten countries have now been infected with the virus since last
year and 237 new cases have been reported across west and central Africa,
including 197 in in Nigeria. Mass immunisation campaigns will start in
Octoberand affect 74 m children in 22 countries.

Cashrewardstostopillegal filming

Cinema staff in the United States are being offered cash rewards to catch
peoplerecording filmson camcorders. Film studiosand and cinemasacross
the country will give staff 275 pounds to cut down on piracy which costs
the industry billions of dollars each year. Staff can qualify for the reward
by catching the perpetrators by telling police and stopping the recording.
Other anti-piracy moves include staff wearing night-vision goggles to see
if customers are recording films.The Motion Picture Association of Amer-
icasaiditseized 52 million DVD’sand otherillegal copies of moviesin 2003.
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Deutsche Bank opened its first Spanish branch in:
Barcelona over 100 years ago. Since then we have
worked towards gaining the trust of the national
and the international residents.

We offer a wide range of products tailored to your
needs: international account solutions, flexible
home financing, innovative investment products
and much more. All of these, supported by an
internationaliteam of advisers.

Discover how yourplans for the future can benefit
from our unique approach to banking. A worldwide
leading provider of financial solutions and a global
network stay at your service.

For furtherinformation aboutyour nearest branch,
contact our international call center at:
+93 3665101 or email us at db-online@db.com

A Passion to Perform.

, S.A.Espanola - R.M. de Barcé

Come in and talk to our advisers at
any of our 61 branches in Catalonia:
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EDITORIAL

The genteelapproach to globalisation

he offices of Catalonia Today are lo-

cated in the Barcelona barrio known

as the Raval, from the Arabic for a

suburb, as until 100 years ago it was

outside the city walls. Until recently the part

of the Raval nearest the sea, where we are, was

popularly known as Barrio Chino, China-

town, not that there were any Chinese here
untilrecently.

Historically it is a typical port area, peo-

pled by new arrivals, whores, thieves and the

passing trade of sailors. It was notorious, a

place where no one wanted to live and where
visitors were warned not to go, especially at
night. Whetheritistheresultofanedictissued
by the city governmentisnotclearbutthearea
is never referred to as Barrio Chino anymore,
merelyastheRaval. Thisreflects thenewRaval
which, whileitstillremainsanimmigrantbar-
rio, isrelentlesslybeing pushed up market, go-
ing the same way as the Barri Gotic has in re-
cent years. Tourists now stroll up the new
Rambla del Raval, at present probably the
most heavily policed street in the city, at risk

only from Pakistani cricketers and third-rate
restaurants.

But gentrification has its downside, to
which anyone from New York, London or
Paris will testify. Firstly, property prices shoot
up such that the only people who can afford
to live in the area are, in general, young and
childless. Not only does the lack of children
and elderly people distort the demographics,
in itself it changes the face of the barrio. The
shoe menders and upholsterers disappear,
driven out by high rents, and are replaced by

PLATFORM

clothes boutiques and sleek bars until finally,
architecture aside, Barri Gotic looks like the
East Village which looks like Islington which
looks like le Marais. It is the chic end of
globalisation.

Peoplecomplain that thecity’sstrategy for
Ciutat Vella is geared more to tourists than
residents. Butat the same time, this very strat-
egy is eroding the eccentricity that was one of
the greatattractions of the city until, like Soho
in London or the Rive Gauche in Paris, Ciutat
Vellawillend up asa parody ofitself.

iding the metro, I'm reading the

newspaper while a teenage girl

screeches into her mobile. I try not

to listen and concentrate on the
newspaper article but it’s impossible not to
hear the whole conversation. And ’'m not the
only one, practically everyone in the carriage
is also listening in. It horrifies me that the girl
shows not the least sense of shame in recount-
ing what she got up to on Saturday night. And
believe me she explains in excrutiating detail.
People pretend they can’t hear or don’t care,
but it gets to me. I can’t help feeling that 'm
being denied my rightto silence, or rather, my
right not to know other people’s business. I
really do not have the least interest in the ins
and outs of this girl’s sex life, but without
wanting to, I am fully informed. Personally,
I could never share such confidences with a
stranger, never mind a friend.

On getting home, I turn on the TV and
come across a man, supposedly famous, who
quite openly confesses that he has been un-
faithful to his wife. A group of supposed jour-
nalists inquire into the cause of this infidelity
with a series of questions which to me seem
out of place. In any other context, you would
say thatan interrogation like this infringes the
right to privacy, yet the TV guest seems per-
fectly happy answering any question put to
him. He has sold his privacy as a commodity
for television consumption, denigrating the
practice of journalism and feeding the morbid
curiosity of an audience hooked on escapism.

It would be easy to find more examples of
this crisis of privacy both in real life and in the
media. I think we need to encourage a respect
for privacy, especially since nowadays a sense

FRANCESC TORRALBA ROSELLO

Privatelives for public consumption

=

of shame is considered uncouth, conservative
and bourgeois. Liberal progressives said ev-
eryone had to be spontaneous and sincere, so
that we were’t allowed to hide either our feel-
ings or our thoughts. This freedom of expres-
sion is undoubtedly something to be treas-

ured, butinsome waysithas degenerated into
a type of emotional and mental incontinence
worthy of study.

I don’t suggest bringing back that old-
fashioned sense of shame which, so often suf-
focating, left no room for manoeuvre. I mere-

ly attempt to restore a sense of personal priv-
acyand theneed to find theright channelsand
appropriate moments to express what we feel,
suffer and desire. We need to learn to manage
our unconfessed desires and obsessive
thoughts. I do not think the metro is the ideal
place for confession, nor a TV studio even if
itmakes economicsense.

The best place for expressing our private
selves continues to be the same as always: the
sphere of friendship. By definition a friend is
someoneyoucan tellanything. A friend is that
confidant who willlisten withoutjudging. We
know from the classics that human beings
need to externalise what they think and feel,
and itis precisely for that reason we need con-
fidants with the gift of listening and the ca-
pacity tounderstand.

Instilling a sense of privacy has to begin
with the family and the school, but the media
also need to show respect for this right. The
media should not take all the blame as those
pouring out their souls on TV are not forced
to do so. Yet what I regret is that these people
have no better place to do it, no confidant to
whom they can explain how they are feeling
orhowtheyaresuffering.

Ido not doubt that in some cases this free-
domofexpression hastherapeuticeffects, that
someone who lets it all out can feel liber-
ated,thereby giving the media a catharticrole.
But I dontthink that this is its goal. The sad
thing is that beneath the veneer of altruism,
many professionals in the media are preying
on the loneliness of certain individuals for
economic gain. For a moment of TV glory,
people express what they should never have
hadtosayinpublic.
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Celestino Corbacho calls for more
protected housingin Barcelona

Government official claims housing prices are driving people out of the metropolitan area

Celestino Corbacho,the head of the
Diputacié (metropolitan council ) of
Barcelona, hasmadeanappealtoin-
crease the amount of protected
housing currently being built from
the present figure of 7% to 20%, in
order to ensure the sustainability of
Barcelona metropolitan area’s eco-
nomic growth model.

Corbacho made his appeal last
Tuesday, during the presentation of
the land report for Barcelona prov-
ince, which has been drafted jointly
by Barcelona Chamber of Com-
merceand the Diputacié. Thereport
states thataccording to information
from 2002, the GNP for Barcelona
metropolitan area has grown by 2%,
which is two points below the Cat-
alan average. Growth in Catalonia
in this respect has been very dis-
perse, given that the Central Catalo-
nia areas are generally growing at
over 2%, higher than figures for the
metropolitanarea.

Corbacho believes that the rise
in the price ofhousingis forcing the
population out of the metropolitan
area, since house prices grew by over
126% between 1996 and 2003, com-
pared to 107%, the figure for Spain.

He added that “We cannot con-
tinue to be the country with the
most building sites in the European
Union, and yet with the greatest ob-

Celestino Corbacho, head of the Diputacio, has appealed foranincreasein protected housinginthe metropolitanarea

stacles for home buyers”. He also
claimed that the modification of the
new Development Law would en-
courage the creation of a compact
city model, which would lead to the
generation of more housing, there-
by balancing out supply and de-

mand and reducing housing prices
so as to halt the flow of citizens out
into the outlyingareas.

This year’s report was presented
together with four monographic
studies: one entitled “Urban strate-
gic planning”, a second which deals

with the housing market, another
on the distribution of trade and the
fourth on municipal fiscal policy.
Thelatter study revealed that muni-
cipalities with lower taxes and more
public spending were creating more
employment.

FCCpredicts net profit growth

The construction group FCC s predicting a net profit of 340 million euros
for the whole of 2004, which would represent a 10% increase over 2003,
accordingto group president Marcelino Oreja. Headded that turnover will
probablyincrease by 4%, reachingtheamountof6.3 billion euros. Inapress
conference coinciding with the general meeting of the company’d share-
holders, Oreja said that this growth figure could increase even more if the
company decides to expand, which he said would be justified due to the
“the company’s strong financial structure”. He said they were studying
bothlocal expansionand possible activities in Eastern Europe.
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French economygrows
abovepredicted level

The French government expects its
economy to grow 2-2.3% this year,
in contrast to original estimates of
1.7%,accordingto Dominique Bus-
sereau, secretary of the Budget
Office.

“We have had an excellent first
quarter result”, shesaid.

She expects France’s National
Statistics Office (INSEE) will have
confirmed the the positive trend by
theend ofthe week.

In other news, the French Eco-
nomic and Finance Minister Nico-
las Sarkozy defended the govern-
ment’s commitment to reduce the
deficit to a level below 3% of the
country’s Gross Domestic Product
(GDP), as stipulated by the Europe-
an Union’s Stability and Growth
Agreement.

“We are not doing this because
of Europe. This is a common-sense
objective”, affirmed the minister
speaking before the National As-

Economic MinisterNicolas Sarkozy

sembly. “France cannot go on
spending more than it takes in.”
The government is currently in
the process of reforming its public
healthand pension systems.

Study finds that
rum heads the
list of Spain’s
favourite spirits

ALEXLEFF

Rum consumptionin Spainhasshot
up in the last five years with annual
rises of about 24 per cent, with over
30 million litres sold in 2003. These
are the findings from a market study
commissioned by Larios Pernod Ri-
card, as the first step in his advertis-
ing campaign for “Havana Club Es-
pecial 5,” a new line of rum which
haditsdebutin Madrid Wednesday.
Spain’srum marketisdividedintwo
catagories, with white rum in de-
cline, and dark rum on therise. Sales
are down on white rum by 3.4 per
cent, representing 38.1 per cent of
the of the market, whereas dark rum
makes up 61.9 per cent. The stan-
dard dark label is growing the most,
ahead of the higher quality “pre-
mium”labelstakingup 17.1 per cent
ofthe rum market.

Larios PR’s findings show that
most rum is put on the market by
way of the catering sector, repre-
senting three-quarters of total sales.
Liquor stores and shops selling spir-
its make up the rest. However, this
data varies in terms of the type of
rum. 80 per cent white rum sales is

White rumlosing
ground to more popular
darkrum, especiallyin
the cateringsector

managed by bars and restaurants,
while only 73 per cent of dark rum
is consumed at catering establish-
ments.

According to Havana Club’s in-
ternational head Carlos Lafuente,
the increasing popularity of rum in
the Spanish market may be attribu-
ted to a variety of factors. One is the
growing number of Spaniards visit-
ing the Caribbean - rum’s heartland
- and making it their drink of choice
upon returning to the peninsula.

MODEL'S AGEMNCY ws ame
ooking for new faces, Fashon
publcity, and catwalk.
B3-218-02-29, LISILIMON, \is
Augusta, 48, T° 2 Bancelona
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Major ISPspropose
measures toreduce
spam proliferation

Group of service providers recommend

monitoring email flows to spot sources

A group of six of the world’s largest
internet service providers have got
together to propose guidelines and
measures to stop the proliferation of
spam.

The group, called the Anti-
Spam Technical Alliance, is made
up of Yahoo, AOL, Microsoft, BT,
Earthlink and Comcast. This week
they published a 19-page report
outlining some general principles
for reducing the amount of spam.

An estimated 80% of all email
currently being sent is spam. An ar-
ray of email viruses and worms have
created a situation where home
computers have become the unwill-
ing distributors of unwanted email,
or spam. These messages arrive to
theemailinboxes of other users with
subject headings advertising porn
sites, medical cures, or anything else
that might encourage users to open
the messages.

Once opened, these messages
can wreak havoc on PCs, often caus-
ing annoying but harmless symp-
toms such as on-screen messages,

while others can result in data loss.
Other viruses automatically send
messages to all of the recipients in a
users email address book, eventual-
ly resulting in a massive prolifera-
tionofthevirus.

Most of the preventative meas-
ures are aimed at the ISPs. One con-
sistsofhavingan ISPidentifyingand
blocking a computer that is sending
out enormous quantities of email, a
giveaway clue that the machine has
been infected and is spewing out
spam.

“All ISPs should develop meth-
ods for discovering compromised
computers”, according to the re-
port. “Computers that show signs of
infection should be removed from
the network or quaranteened until
the virus, worm and/or other mal-
ware canberemoved.”

To preventa computer from be-
coming a source of spam, the report
recommends thatISPsputalimiton
theamount ofemail aresidential PC
cansendout.

Thegroupisalsoinfavourofim-

ManyhomePCusersdonotrealise whentheircomputersare sendingand receivingviruses / JOSUEGARCIA

plementing systems to verify the
identity email senders.

Yet stopping the flow of spam
could prove difficult. There is no
way to provide reliable figures on
the number of computers that
might be infected, but most experts
thing that that number is growing.
89% of spam is believed to come

from PC’s which act as relays to dis-
seminate messages.

In addition, EBay merchants
and other businesses use email ex-
tensively to market their products,
often making it difficult to distin-
guish between commercial email
and messages carrying viruses.

And measures by large provid-

ers will not be sufficient to stem the
flow of spam, because much of it
originates from smaller ISPs. “We
want to make sure other online
neighbourhoods are clean”, said
AOL spokesman Nicolas Graham,
who added that his companyimme-
diately cancels an account if they
discoverithasbeeninfected.

New European
storeforiTunes
shows brisk
sales figures

Apple’sonline musicserviceiTunes
reported sales 0f800,000 songs since
its first European store opened last
week. The service had already be-
come popularin the US, having sold
more than 80 million songs since
April 2003.

ITunes customers pay 0.99 eu-
ros for each song they download,
whichtheyselectfromacatalogue of
more than 700,000 titles. After
downloading songs to personal
computers, consumersare then able
playthemonaportable player called
iPod. The top-selling artists from
Europe have included Anastacia,
Alicia Keyes, the Pixies and Herbert
Gronemeyer. Some artists have re-
leased exclusive tracks for iTunes.

Steve Jobs, Apple’s chief execu-
tive, claims that iTunes has become
the top online music store in Eu-
rope,and thathis companyhad out-
sold their closest competitor OD2
by 16 times since the opening of the
newstore.

The music industry, which as
seen sales fall after a sharp rise in
music piracy, expects online music
stores to help bring back lost cus-
tomers. Download music services
have been available in Europe for
about three years, but sales have
never been as brisk as in the North
American market.

Anearly General Motors carwhentheywere stillbased in Michigan / ARcHIVE

General Motors moves
Asiaofficesto Shanghai

General Motors Corp. (GM), alead-
ing car manufacturer, announced
its plans to move its Asia-Pacific
headquarters from Singapore to
Shanghai by January. GM, along
withalocal partner, willbe spending
250 million dollars to expand a de-
sign centre in China. The company
said the amount is part of a planned
3 billion dollar investment over
three years in a country it expects to
become its number two market in
2004. GM, a distant second to
Volkswagen AG in the world’s ma-
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jor car market, intends to raise its
annual output to 1.3 million units
by 2007 by expanding factories and
building new plants, as it tries to
catch up with its winning rival. “We
wouldn’t mind being number one,”
GM CEO Rick Wagoner told a news
conference on Wednesday. Overall
car sales in China nearly doubled in
2003 after breaking the million
mark for the first time the year be-
fore. Yet, according to Automotive
Resources Asia, that kind of growth
will prove impossible to sustain.

Telegraph goingonce,
twice, sold to Barclays

ALEXLEFF

The Barclay brothers have put an
end to months of uncertainty by
buying the Daily and Sunday Tele-
graphs and the Spectator magazine
for 665 million pounds. The pur-
chase was made after battling be-
tween the brothers and venture cap-
ital group 3i. Telegraph group CEO
Jeremy Deedes is optimistic about
the new ownership, saying it would
bring the newspaper and staff a
“period of certainty and stability.”
Telegraph is UK’s best-selling
broadsheet, with a circulation of
873,181 copies.

Hollinger International, the pa-
pers last owner based in the US, put
the group up for sale in November
after bitter disputes with the then
boss Lord Black. The former boss
was accused of taking unauthorised
payments from the firm, and at-
tempted tosell the Telegraph direct-
ly to the Barclay brothers for 245
million pounds, but was stopped by
acourtcaseandalawsuitof 1.25bil-
lion dollars. The Barclays, grey-
haired multi-millionaire twin
brothers who live in the Channel Is-
lands, are the owners of the Scots-
man newspaper and London’s Ritz
hotel.

“We are delighted to be the new
owners and look forward to work-
ing with the team to take the busi-

ness forward,” Aidan Barclay, chair-
man of the Barclays’ holding group
and son of Sir David, one of the
twins, told the BBC. Telegraph CEO
MrDeedesseems convinced thatthe
twins wont break up and sell off the
group, judging by their “great track
record for nurturing, developing
andinvestinginacquisitions”.

The takeover will not be smooth
sailing for the Barclays. Dwindling
circulation and a begrudged co-
owner of the printing facilities, Dai-
ly Express owner Richard Desmond,
might present significant challen-
ges. Not to mention Lord Black’s
possible grand finale of a law suit to
prevent the sale from closing. A re-
portin the Daily Telegraph said that
Lord Black may use his majority vot-
ing stake in Hollinger to block the
purchase. The group believes it does
not need the permission of a major-
ity shareholder to complete the
takeover, but that argument may
notholdupin UScourts.

The sale itself was not the original
intention of the group’s owner, who
had hoped to sell its whole newspa-
per portfolio, which includes the
Chicago Sun-Times and the Jerusa-
lem Post. But the bid process quickly
revealed that prospective buyers
were after the Daily and Sunday
Telegraph, along with Spectator ma-
gazine.
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Mirasaystheimportantthingis how Valencians see themselves

Joan Francesc
Mirareceives

literature

The Valencian intellectual

admits Valencia’simage can
leavealot to bedesired and
lamentsthe fact that the
region “hasasignificant

capacity for self-destruction”

The most important Valencian
intellectual of recent years, Joan
Francesc Mira, has just been awar-
ded the Premid'Honor deles Lletres
Catalanes. A man ofletters, essayist,
anthropologist, sociologist and
translator, hestillalways manages to
find time to perform his civic duties
and he is soon to publish a biogra-
phy of the Valencian novelist and
political activist, Vicente Blasco Iba-
fez. Inaninterviewwith El Punt, the
author spoke out about his home-
land.

Catalans and Valencians have
not always had the most harmoni-
ousofrelationships,and the Catalan
view of Valencia is often criticised as
too negative. While Mira is sure
there are many Catalans with a less
than flattering opinion of Valen-
cians and vice versa, for him that is
not the most important thing. “The
view that really matters is how we
Valencians see ourselves”; he said.
Mira fears that when looked at col-

prize

lectively, the image of the Valen-
cians is not as attractive as it might
be, above all in terms of solidarity:
“Weare a country with a significant
capacity for self-destruction,” he
said, before adding, “sadly, most
Valencians only tend to express
smugness, with theresult thatthe PP
continue to win elections.” Mira’s
depth of feeling for his country can
easily be seen by the force of his
opinions. When asked about
whether the Valencian right had
progressed at all in the last 30 years,
his answer is blunt: “Not at all. I re-
spectallideas but what I will not tol-
erate is lies, which is what the right
uses.”

The relative success of the right
in Valencia has never faced the chal-
lenge of a popular national move-
ment, and ideas of nationalism have
never gone much beyond the intel-
ligentsia. On theinability of intellec-
tuals to transmit their ideas to the
vast majority of Valencians, Mira
admits: “At times we thought that
dumbing down our tone or saying
things more clearly was a kind of
ideological betrayal.” The problem
for his generation was that by pre-
serving the purity of the idea, the
hearts and minds of the people were
lostto them.

Asfor Valencia’s future identity,
Mira has an equally bleak outlook:
“We are on the point of dissolving.
The influences of Spanish culture
and the Castilian language are abso-
luteandirreversible.”
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{ Teach yourself catalan

CAL PARLAR (Il)

1. Soc alemany | am German

Mark is at the university, where an
employee is filling in a form.
Employee Com et dius?
Mark Em dic Mark.
Employee | de cognom?
Mark Haberl.
Employee Ho pots lletrejar, sisplau?

Mark Si. S'escriu amb H d’'Holanda, a
d’Argentina, b de Barcelona, e d’Espanya, r de
Robert i | de Londres.

Employee D'acord. Nacionalitat?

Mark Sdc alemany.
Employee D’on ets, de Berlin?
Mark No, s6c de Munic. | tu?

Employee Jo s6c de Lleida, soc catalana.

com et dius? what's your name?
de from, of
el cognom surname

ho pots lletrejar? can you spell it?
sisplau (si us plau)  please

s’escriu it's spelt

amb with

d’acord alright, 0.k.

la nacionalitat nationality
alemany/-a German (male/female)
d’on ets? where are you from?
la ciutat town, city
catala/-ana Catalan (male/female)

Grammar

A. The alphabet

Catalan alphabet is not a complex matter
as it is similar to English.. Yet, there is a
new letter here called ce trencada (¢),
which appears in words like adreca
adress, feli¢ happy. There is also ela
geminada (I'l) in words like col-legi
school or paral-lel parallel.

To learn the alphabet you will need to
learn how to pronounce and spell with the
help of a native speaker.

B. Nouns and articles

In the vocabulary box nouns are being
written next to their corresponding
articles. This is because nouns in Catalan
are either masculine or feminine. When in
English the definite article the
accompanies all nouns in the singular
form, in Catalan there is el or I’ for
masculine nouns and la or I’ for feminine
ones. The shortened form appears before
masculine and feminine nouns beginning
with a vowel of h + vowel, exactly in the
same situations as with the personal
article: el cognom, ’home; la
nacionalitat, I’amiga.

ANNA POCH @}

The indefinite article a is un for the
masculine singular and una for the
feminine singular: un noi a boy, una noia
a girl.

Notice from the dialogue how de (from,
of) also takes the apostrophe before words
beginning with vowel of h + vowel:
d’Holanda, d’Espanya, d’acord and
d’on. More information about
prepositions will appear in future lessons.

C. Adjectives (male/female)

In the dialogue we have seen alemany
and catalana. Nationalities as well as
other adjectives agree in gender and
number with the noun they relate to.
Feminine identity is regularly indicated by
an ending with —a, as in catala/catalana.
When Mark says soc alemany, a German
girl or woman would say séc alemanya.
Note also that nationalities don’t take
capital letter.

C. Useful expressions:

Here there are some expressions you need
to know to ask for explanation:

Que vol dir......7
What does......mean?

Com es diu en catala......?
How do you say.......... in Catalan?

Com s’escriu?
How do you spell (it)?

Activities

1. Fill in this form with your personal
information.

Nom:
Cognoms:
Ciutat;
Nacionalitat:

Now on your own or talking to a friend introduce
yourself. Say your name and surname, where are
you from and what’s your nationality.

2. Write the appropriate definite article in
front of these nouns (pay carefully
attention to how the words begin and end).

Key to the activities (18/06/04)

1. 1 (Jo) s6c la Monica. 2 (Ell) es diu Miquel. 3 (Ell) és en Carles, un amic. 4 (Tu) ets
una amiga, Maria. 5 (Ells) es diuen Isabel i Josep. 6 (Nosaltres) som la Sandra i 1’Ester.

2. 1b, 2¢, 3d, 4a
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Taking on feminine themes

Josep Lluis Gonzilez continues his series on Catalan literature in English translation

historical study of femi-

ninity in Catalan litera-

ture should take into ac-

count, among other
things, the different female charac-
terswho appear in the two fifteenth-
century novels theanonymous Cur-
ial e Giielfa and Joanot Martorell’s
Tirantlo Blanc, as well as the protag-
onist of Angel Guimerd’s Terra
Baixa.

Caterina Albert’s novel Solitud
(1905) is available in English thanks
to David Rosenthal’s outstanding
translation (Readers International
in 1992). It is significant that the
original book appeared under the
male pseudonym Victor Catala,
since the author herself, who was
born in 1869 in a fishing village not
far from Dali’s home town, prob-
ably felt tornbetween her literaryas-
pirations and the constraints de-
rived from her social status asa con-
servative rural wife. The story is rel-
atively simple: a young woman,
Mila, accompanies her husband
Maties to the hermitage in which he
has just been offered a job as a care-
taker; it is in the solitude of the Pyr-
enees, exacerbated by her spouse’s
lack of understanding and frequent
absences, that she attains a degree of
self-knowledge and finally decides
to take charge of her own destiny.

Mila’s isolated hermitage and
the rugged landscape around it are
the perfect setting for extreme man-
ifestations of power and outrage.
One of the male characters, Anima,
is indeed the archetypal Gothic vil-
lain as he derives sadistic pleasure in
his dealings with helpless women.

Solitude, however, is not a hor-
ror novel but an excellent study of
female desire in which the hermi-
tage constitutes a physical represen-
tation of the moral restrictions im-
posed on Mila by social conven-
tions. In fact, an early indication of
her main concern is to be found in
her nightmare about St Pontius, the
ugly sculpture presiding over the
hermitage with his bulging (almost
pregnant) belly and a huge phallic
foot: she dreams that in the middle
of the night she bumps into the
saint, who suddenly stops plough-
ing the land and pelts her with scar-
let berries which penetrate her body
through a gash in her forehead.
Clearly, she is frightened of obtain-
ingwhatshe hankersafter: complete
sexual satisfaction. As the story ad-
vances, Mila sees less and less of her
apathetic husband, who whiles
away his time sleeping, poaching
rabbits with Anima or gambling.

This void in her life is then filled
by three other males: Baldiret (for
whom she gladly takes on the role of
surrogate mother), Gaieta the shep-
herd (she fantasizes about him even
if she doesn’t always admit it to her-
self), and Arnau (full of youthful
vigour and with luscious red lips).
However, none of these men can

'.‘..__" .' ':I._'l‘-..;l.!‘l.l.l.l'.l.l
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Kathelene McNerneyisthe editorofthe anthology On Our Own Behalf: Women’ s Tales from Catalonia / ManelLlado

sate her: Baldiretis too young, Gaie-
ta too old, she has no problem with
Arnau but just cannot see herself as
anadulteress. At the end of Solitude,
like in Almodévar’s film Talk to her,
arapebringsaboutamomentofepi-
phany: when Anima ravishes Mila,
she feels so disgusted that she finally
losesallher fearsand decidestoleave
her husband and the hermitage be-
hind in what constitutes her ulti-
mate emancipation.

There is another interesting
study of female sexuality in Miquel
Llor’s Laura a la ciutat dels sants,
published in 1931. Unfortunately,
no English translation is available
but the novel can be found in Span-
ish (Ediciones Destino) and French
(Chambon-Poche). Llor’s story is
reminiscent of Flaubert’s Madame
Bovary and Clarin’s La Regenta.
Laura, a penniless girl from Barce-
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lona, marries Tomas de Muntanyo-
la, a dull man of property who soon
losesinterest in her. Drowned in the
torpor of provincial life, she langui-
shesand only seems to be able to de-
rive enjoyment from the company
of Pere Gifreda, a well-travelled
younglawyer.

This provokes malicious gossip
inthe town, which eventually brings
about her downfall. Like Clarin’ Ve-
tusta (Oviedo), Comarquinal (im-
aginary name for 1930s Vic) be-
comes the perfect backdrop against
which the local bourgeoisies worst
qualities are displayed: their nar-
row-mindedness, parochialism and
sanctimoniousness as well as an ex-
aggerated sense of thrift.

Laura a la ciutat dels sants was
written by a male author and it can-
not be said that every page oozes
with fervent feminism — particu-

larly when we read, among other
statements, that women cannot
stop themselves from using their
beauty flirtatiously in order to trap
all men, even those they hate. Hav-
ing said this, what I find interesting
is that the main female characters
are clearly presented in this novel as
victims of patriarchy.

Moreover, the ending provides
some hope: even if Laura’s decision
to leave her husband and live in a
convent school in Barcelona cannot
bring her immediate joy, we have a
strong feeling that, precisely be-
cause she is now confused and mis-
erable, she will one day be able to
growintoanindependent, self-con-
fidenthuman being. My last recom-
mendation is Kathleen McNerney’s
anthology On Our Own Behalf:
Women’s Tales from Catalonia
(University of Nebraska Press,

1988), which presents a number of
short stories and extracts from lon-
ger works of fiction written by
Carme Riera, Helena Valenti, Mar-
ia-Antonia Oliver, Isabel-Clara
Siméand Montserrat Roig.

Having been born in the 1940s,
these authors had to suffer what ef-
fectively amounted to double dis-
crimination: first and foremost as
women (during the Franco regime
even simple contracts could not be
signed by minors, madmen or fe-
males) but also as members of a
community who were not allowed
to express themselves freely in their
mother tongue, Catalan. McNer-
ney’s book introduces a variety of
themesand writing styles.

In terms of characters, we meet,
among many others, a fifteen-year-
old girl who discovers love through
a lesbian relationship with her
Maths teacher,awoman with hands
almost eaten up by bleach who
doesn’t know what to do with her-
self when her lifelong partner dies
because she has nobody to order her
about any longer, husbands that
take decisions for their wives (when,
if at all, to accept a job; whether or
not to have epidural anaesthesia at
childbirth), a victim of rape who
subsequently seduces the three men
who were responsible for the of-
fence and castrates them in cold
blood, a respectable male writer
who is impotent but gets a kick out
of peeing on his secretary’s naked
body, and a nymphomaniac who fi-
nallyrejectstwomeninordertogive
herselfover to onanistic pleasuresin
front of an air conditioner. Among
the many memorable characters in
McNerney’s anthology, I am partic-
ularly drawn to Mari Cruz, from
Montserrat Roig’s L’opera quotidi-
ana. The various excerpts selected
from this work present a number of
women who are not mistresses of
their own bodies and can hardly
conceive of female pleasure: from
AuntAngels, whoalwayssays thero-
sary when her husband insists on
having sex with her, to Senyora Al-
tafulla, a grand lady who idealized a
Colonel in her youth and now takes
refuge from her unhappiness in the
enclosed world of opera. Against
this foil of repressed women, Mari
Cruz, a young Andalusian maid
working in Barcelona who started
acknowledging and accepting her
own desire during her school days,
brings a much needed breath of
freshair.

Sexual intercourse represents a
liberating force and she feels that
every new trick shelearnsisapleas-
ure which had previously been hid-
den from her. Mari Cruz thus be-
comes a mistress of bodily and ver-
bal language with an inalienable
right to sexual pleasure. In this re-
spect, she manages to go much fur-
ther than Caterina Albert’s Mila or
Miquel Llor’sLauracould haveever
dreamt.
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Concerts

BARCELONA

»La Pedrera. Fundacié Caixa Catalunya.
Music from around the world , as part of the
cycle of concerts The Pedrera by Night. The
cycle of concerts includes gypsy music from
the Balcans, from the Jews of Ashkenazim
with the group Orkestina, Mexican music from
Los Folkloristas and rumba and reggae
rhythms from the Gertrudis, Avenida Brasil,
Ranking Soldiers and Sara Flores. G/Proven-
¢a, 261 - Eixample. Friday and Saturday, 9.30
pm-12 pm. Tickets: 10 euros (refreshments
included). Until August 28th. Telephone:
902400973

»The 15th International Guitar festival. Fla-
menco, classic, blues and jazz, electric. The
festival takes place in four main places : L’Au-
ditori, Palau delaMusica, Sala Luz de Gas and
Auditori Winterthur. Until June 26th. Check for
details.

REUS

»Mercadal Square ( Plaga Mercadal). Con-
cert by Maria del Mar Bonet. At 10:30 pm.
»Museu d’Arqueologia Salvador Vilaseca.
Permanent exhibition Gaud/& Reus. Checkfor
dates.

TORREDEMBARRA

»Passeig Maritim. Concert by Canterbury
Steiner School (Ireland).At 11 pm.

Dance

BARCELONA

»Teatre Victoria. Bellydance Superstars. Un-
til July 4th. Tuesday to Thursday: 9:30 pm, Fri-
day 10:30, Saturday 7:30, Sunday 7:30. Tick-
ets: 15-26 euros. Avinguda Paral.lel, 67. Tel.
933299189.

»Teatre Novedades. FlamencoballetCarmen
from Madrid. Tuesday to Friday 7:30 and 9:30
pm, Sunday 7:30 pm. Tickets: 22-33 euros.
Check for dates. Casp 1. Tel. 93 412 11 75.

Children

BARCELONA

»Guasch Teatre. Folk. El follet ballari Aaala...
Play for children. Saturdays 6 pm, Sunday
12:30, 5:30. Tickets: 6,50 . Until June 27th.
Arag6140.Tel. 933233 950.
TORREDEMBARRA

»Passeig Maritim. Peformance for children
Festa Foc, by Pim Pam company. At 7 pm.

Theatre

BARCELONA

»Tantarantana Teatre. The play Buits, by the
theatre company Teatre de Calaix. Directed by
Lurdes Barba. Until June 27th. Tickets: 10-16
euros. Nou Tantarantana Teatre-C/ Flors, 22
- Ciutat Vella. Telephone: 93 441 70 22.
»Teatre Artenbrut. Dolca Betilda, a play writ-
ten and performed by Teresa Urroz. Directed
by Chus Gomez. Thursday to Saturday: 9pm.
Sunday: 6pm. Until July 4th. Tickets: 12 euros.
C/ Perill, 9 - Gracia. Telephone: 93 457 97 05.
»Versus Teatre. The backroom, by Rakata
company. Wednesday to Saturday 22:30,
Sunday 20:30. Tickets: 16 euros. Dates: Until
June 27th. C/Castillejos 179. Tel. 93 232 31
84.

»Artenbrut Teatre. /n situ, by Lapsus dance
company. Thursday to Saturday 9 pm, Sun-
day 6 pm. Tickets: 12 . Until June 27th. Perill
9.Tel.934576516.

»Club Capitol. 5 gays.com, by Rafael Pence.
Tickets: 18-22. Check for dates and timeta-

Recommended

Children’s workshops at Museum of Contemporary Art

® Young painters and artists can attend works-
hops at Barcelona’s Museum of Contemporary
Art (MACBA) every Sunday (11am-1pm) The
scheme encourages youngsters to be creative
under the guidance of a team of experts. The
workshops are open to children aged between
4 and 12 years and they are designed to be
practical sessions where participants create their

Food & drink extravaganza
in Vilanova i la Geltra

® This year’s Sea Week is dedicated to Sant
Pere and puts special emphasis on seafood: don’t
miss the Mostra de Cuina de Pescadors (seafood
fair) on Sunday 27th. From 7pm, you can taste
the delicious seafood ranxos. If you want to
learn new fish recipes you can do that today
at the Central and del Mar markets. There
is also a religious procession on June 26, at
6:30pm, when Sant Pere’s statue will brought

own paintings and other art work using a variety
of materials. Adults will guide the youngsters
enabling them to be both playful and educational
at the same time. For further information: Mac-
ba: Pl. dels Angels, 1. Tel: 934120810. Entrance
fee 4 euros per child. The museum is five minutes
walk from Placa Catalunya, La Rambla and
Plaga Universitat.

Exhibition on thermal
baths near Barcelona

® The exhibition Termalisme a prop de Barcelona,
held at room Coll i Bardolet of Sucre de Vic
(Osona), aims to show the visitors the multiple
benefits of thermal baths. You can also find
full information on the places with thermal wa-
ters in Catalonia, its curative properties and
the history of hot thermal baths (with special
emphasis on the 19th century’s splendour). After
Vic, this exhibition will also show in Barcelona,

into the Immaculada Concepci6 8church.

Granollers and Terrassa.

bles. Rambles 138. Tel. 93 412 20 38.
»Espai Escénic Joan Brossa. Amor Matern,
by August Strindberg. Tuesday to Saturday 9
pm, Sunday 7 pm. Tickets: 9-16 euros. Dates:
Until July 25th. Allada Vermell 13. Tel. 93 301
0164.

»Teatre nacional de Catalunya. The presti-
gious company Volksbihne from Berlin per-
formsDolgocell dejoventut, by Tennesee Wil-
liams. Directed by Frank Castorf. From the
28thof June untilthe 1stof July.

»Teatre Principal. La cuina, by Arnold Wesk-
er. Thursday and Friday 9:30 pm, Saturday
6:30pmand 10pm, Sunday 6:30 pm. Tickets:
12-15 euros. Check for dates. Rambles 27.
Tel.933014750.

»Teatreneu - Sala Xavier Fabregas. Catalu-
nya. Pais dels prodigis. Thursdays 9:30 pm.
Tickets: 12 euros. Check for dates. terol 26.
Tel.932857900.

»Teatreneu - Sala Xavier Fabregas. La cris-
talera, by Frank Dubé. Friday and Saturday 9
pm, Sunday 7 pm. Tickets: 12 euros. Check
for dates. Terol 26. tel. 93 285 79 00.

Food & drink

L’ESTARTIT

»Food and drinkfestival. Medes-Mongri. Un-
tilJune 27th.

PALAFRUGELL

»Fundacid Pla. Opening of the exhibition Sa/-
vador Dali, Josep Pla: coincidences. Presen-
ted by Vicenc Altaio - writer, director of KRTU
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and curator of the Pla Year (1997) and the Dali
Year (2004) forthe Generalitat.

Miscellaneous

GIRONA

»Ajuntament de Girona. X// Premi Xavier
Montsalvatge 2004. Contemporary Piano
Music Recital. Until September 30th. Tel. 972
419010

Exhihitions

BARCELONA

»Museu Barbier-Mueller Art Precolombi.
Exhibition Imdgenes del cuerpo, by North
American stage designer Robert Wilson. As
part of Forum of Cultures. Wednesday to Sat-
urday 10 am-18 pm. Tickets: 1, 50-3 euros.
C/Montcada, 14 - Ciutat Vella. Until July 31st.
»MACBA - Museu d’Art. Exposition Arte y uto-
pia: la accion restringida. 1t includes work by
Picasso, Braque, Duchamp and Rauschen-
berg and analyses the effect of poetry on art.
Until September 12th. Tickets: 4-7 euros.
MACBA, PI. Angels, 1 - Ciutat Vella.

»Atelier. Sobre laciudad, by EvaNavarro. Un-
tilJune 30th. PI. RoviraiTrias 9.

»Caixa Forum. Ficcions documentals (videos
and video installations of different artists).
Free. Closed on Monday. Until June 27th.
Avda. Marques de Comillas 6-8.934 768 600.
»CasaAsia. lran sota lapell, un encontre amb
les cultures iranianes. Until June 30th. Diag-

onal 373.

»Casa Batllo. Exhibition and guided tour The
attics and the chimneys. Audioguided in six
languages. A new tour has been adapted on
the main floor for blind people. From Monday
to Sunday 9am-8pm. Passeig de Gracia 43.
Fore more details call tel. 93 216 0306.
»Centre Comercial Diagonal Mar. Exhibition
New Art. Thirty-two painters’ works about
peace. Until June 30th.

»Centre Cultural Caixa Catalunya. £/ Cosie/
cosmos. Artescultoric del Méxic precolombi.
Tickets: free. Dates: Until October 10th. Prov-
enca261-265.Tel. 93484 5995.

»Col-legi d’Arquitectes. Criptosonica: crip-
tografia+so. Closed on Mondays. Until June
25th. PI. Nova 5. Tel. 933 01 50 00. Free
entrance.

»Col.legi d’Arquitectes. L 'explosio de la ciu-
tat (The Exploding City). Until September 11th.
Closed on Sundays. Free entrance. Pl. Nova
5.Tel.933015000.

»Fundacio Francisco Godia. Vidre d’artista.
Art Nouveau i Art Deco. Salvador Riera collec-
tion. Until June 30th. Valéncia 284, ppal. Tel.
934743180.

»Fundacio Joan Mird. Manifest groc. Dali,
Gasch, Montanya i I'antiart. Until September
26th. Parc de Montjuic. Tickets: 3,6 . Colsed
onMondays. Tel.934439470.

»Mnac. Festins, rituals, cerimonies. Ancient
bronze works from Shangai. Tickets: 4,20.
Closed on Mondays. Dates: until September

CULTURAL CENTRES

Articket. www.articketbcn.es

MACBA (Museu d’Art Gontemporani de
Barcelona). Plaga dels Angels. Tel. 93
412 08 10. www.macba.es

CCCB. (Centre de Cultura
Contemporania de Barcelona).
Montalegre 5. Tel. 93 306 41 00.
www.cccb.es

Fundacié Joan Miré. Parc de Montjuic,
s/n. Tel. 93 443 94 70.
www.ben.fimiro.es

Fundacié Antoni Tapies. Aragd 255.
Tel. 934 870 315.
www.fundaciotapies.org

Palau Robert (Catalan Information
Centre) aims to provide all the
information needed to enable residents
and visitors alike to get to know
Catalonia. Passeig de Gracia, 107. Tel.
93233 8091.
www10.gencat.net/probert/angles

Gran Teatre del Liceu (Opera House).
La Rambla, 51-59. Tel. 93 485 99 00.
www.liceubarcelona.com.

L’Auditori. Lepant, 150. Tel 93 247 93
00. L'Auditori, opened in 1999, is the
city's new cultural complex in Barcelona
and one of the most popular musical
venues in the country. www.auditori.org

Museu Picasso. Montcada, 15-23. Tel
933196310. www.museupicasso.bcn.es

La Pedrera (Casa Mila). Provenca, 261 .
Tel 902 400 973.

Museu d’Historia de Catalunya. PI. de
Pau Vila, 3 (Palau de Mar). Tel. 93 225
47 00193 225 47 26 1 93 225 47 32.
www.mhcat.net

Museu Egipci de Barcelona (Egyptian
Museum). Valencia, 284. Tel. 93 488 01
88. www.fundclos.com

MNAC (Museu Nacional d’Art de
Catalunya). Palau Nacional, Parc de
Montjuic. 93 622 03 76. www.mnac.es.

Museu Maritim. Av. de les Drassanes
s/n. Tel. 933 429 920.
www.diba.es/mmaritim/english/index.htm

Teatre Nacional de Catalunya. PI. de
les Arts, 1. Tel 933 06 57 06. Ticket
sales: 902 33 22 11 or
WWW.Servicaixa.com

Caixaforum. Avda. Marqués de
Comillas, 6-8. Tel. 93 476 86 00.

Sagrada familia.
www.sagrafafamilia.org

Museu del Ferrocarril (Railway
Museum). Pl Eduard Maristany,
Vilanova i la Geltrd. 93 815 84 91.
www.ffe.es/vilanova

Museu del Cinema. C/Séquia, 1, 17001
Girona. Tel. 972 412 777.
www.museudelcinema.org

Museu del Call. C/Forga, , 8, 17004
Girona. Tel. 972 21 67 61.
callgirona@ajgirona.org.

Centre Cultural Caixa de Girona.
C/Ciutadans, 19 17004 Girona Tel. 972
20 98 36.
www.fundaciocaixadegirona.org/cultura

Museu Dali. Opened in 1974, The
Museu Dali contains the broadest range
of the artistic career of Salvador Dali,
from his earliest works and his
creations within the Surrealist
movement up to his last works. Tel. 972
677 500. www.salvador-dali.org

TARRAGONA

Museu Nacional Arqueologic de
Tarragona. Placga del Rei, 5 (Tarragona).
Very important archaeological collection
from Tarraco, the capital of Roman
Spain. Tel 977 23 62 09. www.mnat.es
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12th. Palau Nacional de Montjuic. Tel. 93 22
0360.

»Museu d’Arqueologia. D’Hércules a Super-
man. Gods and heroes of the Greek and Ro-
man mythology. Closed on Mondays. dates:
Until November 1st. Tickets: 2,40 euros. Pg.
Santa Madrona 39-41. Tel. 93 424 65 77.
»Museude Ciéncies Naturals. £/ Museu Mar-
torell, 125 anys de ciéncies naturals (1878-
2003). Tickets: 3,5 . Until December 31st. Pg.
Picassos/n. Tel. 933196 895.

»Museu de les Arts Decoratives. Ob-
jectes/Subjectes. A vision of Barcelona’s de-
sign. Tickets: 3 . Dates: until October 31st.
Avda Diagonal 686. Tel. 93 280 50 24.
»Museu del Comic i la Il.lustracié. Molts
anys de comic. Closed on Sundays. Tickets:
3. Check for dates. Sta. Carolina 25. Tel. 93
3481513.

»Palau Moja. Catalunya, pais de trobada. Un-
til October 3rd. Portaferrissa 1.

»Palau Robert. Centre d’informacid de Cata-
lunya. Mercats de la Mediterrania. Until Au-
gust31st.

»Palau Robert. Exhibition space Catalunya
Propostes. Until July 11th. Palau Robert (The
Catalan Information Centre), provides all the
informationyouneed about Catalonia. You will
find here the Tourist Office, the Youth Informa-
tion Point, a bookshop specialized in touristic
information on Barcelona and Catalonia.Open
Mon-Sat, 10am-7 pm, Sun &public holidays
10am-2.30 pm. Free entrance.

FIGUERES

»Museu del Joguet de Catalunya. Exhibition
Els vint primers anys de Salvador Dali. Until
September 30th.

»Museu Emporda. Exhibition £/ Pais de Dali,
aspartof Any Dali (The Year Dali). Until August
29th.

GIRONA

»Espai del Museu d’Art. Temporary exhibi-
tion Senyals, directed by Marleen Kars. Until
September 5th.

»Col-legi d’Arquitectes de Catalunya. Exhib-
ition Parcs: jugar amb el temps. Until June
28th.

»Exhibition Art després d’una guerra. 1939-
1959: tornar a comencar, Ambit 2-Museu
d’Art. It's open until September 15th 2005.
»Patronat Municipal Call de Girona, Centre
Bonastruc ¢a Porta. £/ secret dels llibres. Els
documents amagats dels jueus a Girona. 10
am-6 pm. Sunday and holidays 10 am-3 pm.
Dates: until September 30th.

»Centre Cultural de Caixa de Girona, Fonta-
na d’or. Exhibition Joaquim Mir. Mallorca i al-
tres paisatges. Until July 4th. Tel. 972 20 98
36.

»Centre Cultural de la Caixa de Girona. Bar-
bara. Until July 4th.
»Col-legid’Arquitectes de Catalunya. Parcs:
jugar amb el temps. Weekdays: 9 am-7pm.
Dates: Until June 28th.

»Col-legi de Decoradors i Dissenyadors
d’Interiors. Joies d’autor d’Eva Lozano
Llonch. Until June 30th. Paisatges de’Empor-
da. Pintures de Gloria Llonch. Until June 30th.
»Espais. Fundacié d’Art contemporani. Fo-
tografies i videoprojeccions de Marcel Dal-
mau. Until September 10th.

»Fontana d’Or. Centre Cultural de Caixa de
Girona. Exhibition Empdries, un viatge de re-
torn. Suite Alexis Eudald Sola. Drawings and
engravings by Joan Barbara. Until July 4th.
»Fundacio "La Caixa”, sala Girona. Exhibi-
tion Matisse. Els llibres il.lustrats. Until July
25th. Tel. 90222 3040.

»Museu d’Art. La peca del mes. Séries. Until
June 30th. The museumis open from Tuesday
to Saturday 10 am-6pm, Sunday and public
holidays 10 am-2 pm. Pda. de la Catedral, 12.
Tel. 972203834

»Museu d’Art. Exposicio de cartells. Until
September19th.

»Museu d’Art. Photo Exhibition Impresions,
by Carles Romani. Until July 4th.

»Museu de I’Art. La llegada del Pop Art a Cat-
alunya. Until September 12th.

»Museu del Cinema. Tomas Mallol Collec-
tion. Dali i les il.lusions (0ptiques). Tuesday
toFriday, 10 am-6 pm. Dates: until September
12th.

GRANOLLERS

»Museu de Granollers. Permanent exhibition
Granollers, espai, temps.... Check for dates.

Mapapoetic: a poem a day

® Every day for nearly a month, Mapapoctic is offering visitors
the chance to discover a famous poem through art in different
parts of the city. It aims to transform the city into a book
or in a library. The poems are the work of different universal
authors such as Joan Brossa, Rimbaud, J.V.Foix, Quevedo
and Raymond Carver and are interpreted in non-verbal lan-
guage by twenty-six artists from the city. This way, poetry
can become sculpture, music, gastronomy or even temporary
or permanent works. On Saturday 26 June, the Mapapoctic
will bring together all the twenty-six artists. A project by José
Manuel Pinillo.In various places in the city. Until June 26.

HOSPITALET DE LLOBREGAT

»Centre Cultural Barradas. Opening of the
exhibition Reflex-ions, by Felipe Alba Ivernot.
At7:30 pm. Until July 4th.

MANRESA

»Museu Comarcal de Manresa. Exhibition
Els secrets de la terra i els pobles. Cent anys
d’arqueologia al Bages. Until October 31st.
Viade SantlIgnasi, 40.

REUS

»Central library Xavier Amorés. Exhibition
on The Universal Forum of Cultures. Barcelo-
na2004.Until September 26th.

SABADELL

»Museu d’Art de Sabadell.Jocs d’art,an in-
teractive exhibitionaboutmodernartforadults
andchildren.. Until July 11th.

»Museu d’Art de Sabadell. Exhibition Psica-
liptic: L’erotica del dibuix (1910-1936). Orig-
inal drawings ofthe bestartists atthe time. Un-
til July 11th.

»Galeria d’Art Intel.lecte, exhibition by Roll-
an. 11 am-2 pm, and 6 pm-9 pm. Monday
morning closed. Until June 25th.

SANT CUGAT DELVALLES

»Centre d’Art ENFOC. Exhibition Seqiiéncies
digitals, by Adolf. As part of Primavera Fotog-
rafica. Monday to Saturday from9amto 2 pm,
and from 5 pmto 8:30 pm. Sunday and public
holidays closed. Until June 30th.

»Canals Galeria d’Art, sala 1. Exhibition by
Mercé Diogéne. Until June 28th.

»Teatre Romea. Homage to Catalonia, by
George Orwell. Tuesday to Friday 21.00, Sat-
urday 18.30 and 22.30, Sunday 18.30. Tick-
ets: 12-16. Dates: from 20th of May to 13th
of June. Hospital 51. Tel. 933 015 504
TARRAGONA

»Exhibition Moonlight, by Valentin Vallhonrat.
At Museu Arqueologic. Until August 29th.
»Exhibition Vita Romani. Vida dels Romans.
At Forum Provincial (Pretori roma). Pictures
by Peter Connolly. Until September 30th.
»Exhibition E/s Dali, by Catala-Roca. At Caixa
Tarragona. Until July 25th.

»Antiga Audiéncia. Exhibition Tothom pels
drets humans. Cartells per la difusio de la De-
claracio Universal dels Drets Humans. Organ-
ised by Fundaci6 Caixa Sabadell, Amnistia In-
ternacional and Culture Department of Tarra-
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gonaTownhall. Until June 30th.

»Centre Social i Cultural de la Fundacid La
Caixa. Exhibition /cones del somni, by Joan
Raventos-Estellé. As part of Mateéria i temps.
Processos, mitjans i suports. Until June 27th.
TERRASSA

»Col.legi d’Arquitectes de Catalunya. Exhib-
ition Muroff, about the consequences of the
Forum 2004. 9 am-4.45 pm. Until September
26th.

TORROELLA DE MONTGRI

»Exhibition Mars. Mediterrania, pont de cul-
tures, by painter Josep Niebla. Can Quintana.
[t's open until July 5th.

vic

»Fundacio La Caixa. Exhibition La vida de les
formes (1892-1972), by Dutch artist Escher.
Tuesday to Friday 5 pm-9 pm, Saturday at 10
am, 2 pm, 5 pm and 9 pm, Sundays and holi-
days11am-2 pm. Until July 18th.

Guidedtours

TERRASSA

»Guided Tours to the cloister of Sant Francesc
monastery. Plaga Doctor Robert, 1. From
Monday to Friday 10 am-1:30 pm and 5 pm-
7pm. Until June 30th.

Forumsite

CIRCUS

»Grottesco, by Spanish company Monty &
Cia. The magic of the circus in ten stories. Site
-Marinastage. Until July 18th.

KABARET

»ElisaLucinda. Poetandactress. Listeningto
Elisa Lucinda, poetry becomes a close, rec-
ognizable part of daily life. Site - Cabaret (Port
Area). Until July 18th.

»Esma Redzepova. Also called the "Gypsy
Queen”. She is accompanied by the accor-
dion, clarinet, trumpet, tarabuka and double
bass. Site: Cabaret (Port Area). Until July 18th.
»Hildes Kappes. In her current programme,
Unlabelled, Hilde Kappe sings, recites, sobs,
laughs and yells aboutthe terrifying joyful side
of life. Site - Cabaret (Port Area). Until July
18th.

»Leslie Bee. Leslie Bee is known as the black
Marilyn Monroe, especially thanks to her great

power of communication and her natural ta-
lentfor connecting withthe public. Site- Peace
Port. Until July 18th.

PERMANENT PERFORMANCES

»Move the World (Omkarakala), by Hansel
Cereza and Alfons Flores. Moving the World
is a construction of a 30 metres sphere which
, emerges from the port’s waters every eve-
ning atthe sunset.

»Fantotems. The Fantotems are six giant pup-
pets, some 10 metres high, in a performance
designed by Joan Baixas. Until September
26th. Site - Auditorium Park.

»Day Parade (Pasacalle de Dia)- Higroma.
A daytime parade of giant invertebrates that
calls for the spectators participation -through
small actions and improvisations- with the
aim of reflecting on the environment. Site
[tinerant.

»NightParade (Passacalle de noche) - Sum-
mer Night’s Dream, by Semola Teatre. It rep-
resents the conflicts of daily life by displaying
high-impact scenographic installations
throughout the port area. Site - ltinerant.
»The Giant of the Seven Seas. A show by La
Machine and Escarlata Circus. The Giant ofthe
7 Seas emerges every day from the waters of
the Large Auditorium. Site - Large Auditorium.
Twotofourperformances daily.

» The Memory Tree.lt is a project by Els Co-
mediants, a company that pioneered in street
theatre. Site-Auditorium Park Area. Two to
fourtimes daily.

STREET PERFORMANCES

»El Bosco. Viaje al infierno. By Discipulos de
Morales company. Site Haima. Until July 18th.
»El Teatro de Automatas. Delightful moving
tableaux of daily life and miniature performan-
ces. Site: Talismans Plaza. Dates: until July
18th.

»Le Manege d’Andréa. Built under the super-
vision of Frangois Delaroziére, the Eureka car-
ousel guarantees anyone who chooses to
climb aboard an extraordinary journey. From
June 15th to September 26th. Site- Conven-
tion CenterBoulevard

»Annibal. Opositos enormous mechanical
elephants parade to the beat of a group of In-
dian musicians and dancers. Until September
29th. Checkfor schedule.

»Le Zaka. Exhibition of exotic funeral masks,
andtraditional dance onthe music ofthe group
Makava. Ronda Port (Port Area). Until July
22nd.

THEATRE

»Libertas Libertatis. Yeses is the theater
troupe of the Madrid Women'’s Penitentiary.
Established in 1985 as a workshop inside the
prison, today itis aconsolidated companythat
combines inmates with drama professionals.
Until July 22nd. Site: Theatre (Entrance Area).
»Metamorphosis.By Russian company Tehb
Teatre. The painter creates a variety ofimages
on the screen using different techniques of
shadow theatre and graphic design, accom-
panied by music and sounds. Site: Theatre.
Dates: until July 20th.

Foruminthecity

EXHIBITIONS

»At War. The exhibition is focused on the dif-
ferent stages of a conflict. CCCB (Centre de
CulturaContemporaneade Barcelona). Dates:
until September 19th. Tickets: 3-4 euros.
»Ethnic. From Traditional Cultures to Intercul-
turality aims to offer an ongoing exhibition of
ethnographic material from the collections of
Barcelonas Museum of Ethnology. This is the
firts time the museum’s valuable collections
are simultaneously exhibited. Dates: until Sep-
tember24th.

»The Exploding City. Recent territorial trans-
formations in the urban regions of southern
Europe (Spain, France, Italy, Portugal): per-
spectives and directions. Col-legi d’Arqui-
tectes de Catalunya. Dates: until September
29th.

»Ladies of the Nile. Women and Goddesses
of Ancient Egypt. The exhibitionintroduces us
tothe civilization and religions of the Pharaons
from a new perspective: by revealing new as-
pects of the life of women in ancient Egypt:
their legal position, private lives, their power,
and their beliefs.Dates: until September 26th.
The Egyptian Museum of Barcelona.

USEFUL NUMBERS

National railway ......c.ceemessnsssanens 902 240 202
Traffic 900 123 505
Directory INQUIriES .....cucueussmsrissssssesssssanans 11818
International Directory Inquiries ... 11825
Citizens Advice 012
Weather Forecast...........couucuniruaninnad 935 676 090
Aids Helpling .....ooucuunmmmsssssssssssanss 900 2122 22

Emergencies (Fire, Ambulance,

Police and all other emergencies)..........c.ueen. 112

Police (Mossos d’ESquadra)........uusuesssesasennd 088

Fire Brigade 080/085

Police (Guardia Urbana).........c.cceersersunessanas 092
CONSULATES

Australia 93 49090 13

Gran Via de Carles IIl, 98, 98

Austria 93 45372 94

C/Mallorca 214, atic 1*

Belgium 93 467 70 80

C/Diputacid, 303, 1r, barcelona@diplobel.org

Canada 93 204 27 00

C/Elisenda de Pinds, 10, bcncon@sefes.es

China 93 254 11 99

Av. Tibidabo, 34, 08002

Denmark 93 488 02 22

Rambla Catalunya 33, 3r 12,

Finland 93 443 15 98

G/Puig i Xoriguera, 17

France 93 270 30 00

Ronda Universitat, 22 B, 4t, inf ulfrance-barcelone.org

Germany 93292 10 00

Passeig de Gracia, 111, 1r, consalem_bcn@inicia.es

Holland 93 363 54 20
Av. Diagonal, 601, 4t, nigovbar@intercom.es

India 9321209 16
G/Teodor Roviralta, 21-23

Ireland 93 491 50 21
Gran Via Carles 11, 94,108 22, cons.irl@webcat.es

Italy 93 467 73 05
G/Mallorca, 270, 1r 12 cgbarsegreteria@infonegocio.com
Japan 93 280 34 33
Av. Diagonal, 662-664, 3r ( edifici Planeta)

L\ [TTRT:1E: T T O — 93 209 03 99
Travessera de Gracia, 64, 2n 2°, avolta@bufetevolta.com
Morocco 93 289 25 30
C/Bejar, 91, belkhalfi@hotmail.com

Norway 93 237 54 45
(C/Balmes, 184, 5¢ 2%, cons.gral.bcna@terra.es

Pakistan 93 457 42 30
C/Corsega , 366 atic

Russia 93 280 54 32
Av. Pearson, 34,

Sweden 93 488 25 01
G/Mallorca, 279, 4t 3%, gkbarcelona@mail.com
Switzerland 93 490 06 50

Gran Via de Carles IIl, 94, 78, vertretung@bar.rep.admin.zh

South Africa 93 506 91 00

Parc Empresarial Mas , agorea, 6

UK 93 366 62 00
Av. Diagonal, 477, 138, barcelonaconsulate@ukinspain.com
us 93 280 22 27

Passeig Reina Elisenda, 23, consulbarcel@state.gov
www.easyjet.com 902 299 992
www.basiqair.com,
www.ryanair.com
www.jet2.com...........
www.virgin-express.com..
www.vueling.com ........
www.hapag.lloyd.com.
www.britishairways.com..
www.lufthansa.com.....
www.alitalia.com.
www.kim.com......
www.iberia.com ..
www.airfrance.com..

002 020 264
002 888 459
933787878

...900 303 020
...902 100 323
...902 222 747
...902 400 500
....... 901 11 22 66

Lost Property 010
Barcelona El Prat airport.................. 93 298 38 38
EUr0 Lines ...cnumemmimsmsnssssssssssansnns 902 405 040
Port 93 306 88 00
Bus Station.........coceomensmenesssessenssenss 902 260 606
Trasmediterranea..........cocoeeseesennns 93 295 91 05
Taxis 93 481 00 85
Duty Pharmacies........cuumsesassnsnas 93 481 00 60
=110 1T 900 77 00 77
Water 900 700 720

93265 11 11
Gas 900 750 750
Telefonica 1002
Lost/Stolen credit cards........couuruunes 91581 18 11

Barcelona Tourist Office... ...906 301 282

Catalunya Tourist Office... ..93 238 40 00
Women's Helpline ........coocumuunnsniesans 93 290 36 99
Bus station ........ccceemnnssnsssns 972 212 319
Girona-Costa Brava Airport ............. 972 186 600
Ryanair. 972 062 010
Taxi Girona 972 203 377
Tourist Office 97222 6575
TARRAGONA
Bus Station.........cccemnnsnsssnininas 977 22 91 26

Tourist Office.. 977 23 2143
977 24 52 03
Taxis 977221414
Reus Airport 977 77 98 00
Port 901 166 658
977 259 462
| LLEbA |
Taxis 972 20 30 50
Bus Station.........cocomenmensesssessessnenss 973 268 500
High Speed Railway. ..902 24 02 02
Tourist office ....covnimuninesrissssssesnns 902 25 00 50
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Baran

Iran, 2004. 94’. Dir.: Majid Majidi. With: Hossein
Abedini, Zahra Bahrami. A sacrifice and devotion
story about Lateef, a seventeen-year boy from Te-
heran. One day he realizes that one of the boys work-
ingwithhimis agirlwho strugglesto supportherpoor
family. Leteeffallsinlove and decides to help herwith
thelittle money he has.

Big fish

USA, 2003. 125’. Dir.: Tim Burton. With: Ewan
McGregor, Alison Lohman, Albert Finney, Jessica
Lange, Billy Crudup. Ed Bloom has always exager-
ated his exploits as a young man and succeeded in
charming everyone, except for his son Will. At his
mothers request, the estranged son has come home
with his wife to take care of his dying father and to
separate factfromfiction.

Blueberry.L’expérience secréte
France, 2004. 120’. Dir.: Jan Kounen. With: Vincent
Cassel, Juliette Lewis, Michael Madsen. A mystical
western set in the 1870s about a spiritual marshal
named Blueberry who tries to stop Blount, the man
who murdered his girlfriend, from getting to a treas-
ureof gold hiddeninIndia.

Capturing the Friedmans

USA, 2004. 107’. Dir.: Andrew Jarecki. The story of
the Friedmans, an upper-middle class Jewish family
from New York, whose happy life was suddenly de-
stroyed when the father and son were charged with
horrible crimes of child molestation.

DasTestamentdes Dr. Mabhuse
Germany, 1933. 80°. Dir.: Fritz Lang. Fritz Lang’s
masterpiece focuses on the terrifying atmosphere in
Nazi Germany. Lang uses once again the character
Dr. Mabuse (which he also usedin 1922), a criminal
following Nazi orders in post-warBerlin.

JanisetJohn

France, 2003. 105’. Dir.: Samuel Benchetrit. With:
Sergi Lopez, Marie Trintignant, Francois Cluzet. Pa-
blo Sterni is an honest insurance salesman who is
going through financial problems. He could go to
prison if he doesnt get half-million francs in two
weeks. Buthe learnsthathis cousin hasjustinherited
a million francs from his recently deceased father.
This is the last film made by Marie Trintignant just
afewmonths before she was murdered.

Kill Bill. Volume 1

USA,2003.111’. Dir.: Quentin Tarantino. With: Uma
Thurman, Lucy Liu, Viveca A. Fox, Michael Madsen,
Daryl Hannah, David Carradine. The body of a young
pregnant woman lies on the floor in a rural church
inEl Paso. She is wearing a blood splatered wedding
dress. Years later, when the Bride awakes from the
coma,she sherealizes whathappenedtoherand pre-
paresforrevenge...

Lamalaeducacion (Bad

Education)

Spain,2003.115’. Dir.: Pedro Aimoddvar. With: Fele
Martinez, Gael Garcia Bernal, Javier Camara, Lluis
Homar. A young boy is sexually violated by a priest
and separated from his friend in a Catholic church.
Years later, the two friends meet again. One of them
is a transvestite wanting to become an actor while
the other one is a successful film director. Together,
they recall their childhood and the difficult moments
they wentthroughatschool.

Lostintranslation

USA,2003.105'’. Dir.: Sofia Coppola. With: Bill Mur-
ray, Scarlett Johansson, Giovanni Ribisi, Anna Faris.
Bob Harris is a TV star who arrives in Tokyo to shoot
awhiskey commercial. One day he meets Charlotte,
a workaholic photographer’s wife. They become
good friends and a new life opens up for them...

PeterPan

USA, 2003. 113". Dir.: P.J. Hogan. With: Jason
Isaacs, Jeremy Sumpter, Rachel Hurd-Wood, Olivia
Williams, Ludivine Sagnier. Wendy Darlingis alovely
preteen in Victorian London who entertains her little
brothers, John and Michael, with fantastic tales
aboutPeter Panand his adventures. Her parents urge
her to grow up, but she resists. One night, Peter Pan
comesto herroomand soon Wendy and her brothers
are flying to Neverland, where there is no need to
growup...

Salinui chueok (Memories of

murder)

Corea, 2004. 129'. Dir.: Bong Joonho. With: Kim
Sang-Kyng, Song Kang-Ho. From 1986 t0 1991, ten
women were raped and then murdered in a small vil-
lage in Sedl. The high class society didnt like the idea
ofaserialkillerandtriedto hide thefacts.

The Butterfly Effect

USA,2004.113’. Dir.: Eric Bress, J. Mackye Gruber.
With: Ashton Kutcher, Melora Walters, Amy Smart,
Elden Henson. Evan Treborn is a young man who
tries tries to forget his horrible childhood memories.
He devises a technique of travelling back in time in
order to repair the damage. But every time he goes
back into the past,he only makes things worse.

The Ladykillers

EUA, 2004. Dir.: Joel i Ethan Coen. With: Tom
Hanks, Irma P. Hall, Marlon Wayans. An eccentric
professor and his three accomplices plan to rob
”"Bandit Queen”, a riverboat casino on Mississipi.
They are staying in Mrs.Muson’s house and are go-
ing to dig a tunnel to where the money is kept. But
dealing with Mrs. Munson appears to be more dif-
ficultthanthey expect.

The Mother

Regne Unit, 2004. 112", Dir.: Roger Michell. With:
Anne Reid, Daniel Craig. May is a grandmother who
lives in the suburbs. When her husband dies during
their family visit to London, she finds herself sub-
merged in her children’s stressful metropolitan life.
But when she meets Darren, everything changes for
her.

Troy

EUA, 2004. 160°. Dir.: Wolfgang Petersen. With:
Brad Pitt, Eric Bana, Orlando Bloom, Sean Bean,
Brendan Gleeson. In 1193 B.C., Prince Paris (Orlan-
do Bloom), son of Priam, the king of Troy, seduces
Menelau’s wife, Helen, the most beautiful woman in
the world. He convinces herto follow him away from
herhusband, setting the two nations at war with each
other. Menelaus and his brother, Agamemnon, go to
war against Troy, partly because of Helen, but more
because it is an excuse to conquer the Trojans.
Achilles, the greatest warrior among the Greeks,
helps Agamemnontofightagainst Troy.

21grams

USA, 2003. 125'. Dir.: Alejandro Gonzalez Inarri-
tu.With: Sean Penn, Naomi Watts, Benicio del Toro,
Charlotte Gainsburg, Danny Houston, Clea Duval. A
story of hope, humanity and survival. A tragic acci-
dent destroys the lives of the three characters (Jack,
Paul and Christine), and their destinies become ir-
revocably interwined in a fusion of love, redemption
andobligation.

Unfilme falado

Portugal-France, 2003. 96°. Dir.: Manoel de Oliveira.
With: Leonor Silveira, John Malkovich. Leonor Sil-
veira, John Malkovich. Rosa Maria,a young History
teacher at University of Lisboa, goes on a Mediter-
ranean cruise with her daughter, Maria Joana. As
they travel from France to Turkey, Rosa Maria talks
to her daughter about world history. She plans to
meether husbandin Bombay, and thengo on holiday
together.

Wilbur Wants to Kill Himself
Dinamarca, 2004. 105’. Dir.: Lone Scherfig. With:
Jamie Sives, Adrian Rawlins, Shirley Henderson.
Wilbur is successful with women, he has a good job
andagreatbrother, butheis nothappy. Disappointed
by life, he decides to commit suicide. But this is not
aseasyashethinks...

Harry Potter and the prisoner of

Askaban

USA2004.136’. Dir.: Daniel Radcliffe. With: Emma
Watson, Rupert Grint, Robbie Coltrane. Potter and
his friends find themselves at the Hogwarts school
for their third year studies, where they try to find out
aboutthe mistery of Sirius Blank - adangerous magi-
cian and complice of Lord Voldemort, who wants to
revenge againstHarry Potter. Atthe same time, Harry
willdiscover more secrets fromhis past.

Girlwithapearl earring

UK,2003.91". Dir.: Peter Webber. With: Scarlett Jo-
hansson, Colin Firth, Tom Wilkinson, Judy Parffitt,
Cillian Murphy. Grietis a 17 year-old girl who has to
leave home from the Dutch city of Delft to work as
ababysitterinthen house of the painter Jan Vermeer.
Shy and sensitive, she starts a quiet emotional re-
lationship with the gret teacher ofthe 17th century.
They find refuge in study, and Griet becomes the
painter's muse andinspiration.

Goodhye, Lenin!
Germany, 2003. 121°. Dir: Wolfgang Becker. With:
Daniel Brill, Kathrin Sass, Chulpan Khamatova.
Alex’s mother, which is a woman convinced of her
socialist ideas, wakes up from a coma, which she
fellinto in October 1989. Alex doesn’t dare to tell her
about the fall of the Berlin Wall and the arrival of cap-
italism in east Germany, and so, he decides to turn
their house into a kind of bastion of socialism where
his mother will notrealise that anything has changed.

LaputayLaBallena

Spain, 2003.117".Dir.: Luis Puenzo.With: Aitana
Sénchez-Guijon, Leonardo Sharagvia. Vera leaves
Madrid and takes a new job as a photographer. In
Buenos Aires she finds out she finds out that she
needs a breast operation, changing her life forever.
She also discovers the love story between the Cat-
alan girl and an Argentinian boy from the 1930s.

Machuca

Chile, 2004. Dir.: Andrés Wood.With: Federico Lupi,
Tamara Acosta. After the Pinochet coup d’état, little
Pedro Machuco, child of a very poor family, starts
classes in a private school. He makes friends with
Gonzalo andtogetherthey will bear witness ofthe so-
cialchangesinthe country.

Arxiu Municipal de Girona. Catalonia Today. 25/6/2004. Page 15

Barcelona

1 CASABLANCA
Um filme falado (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.00-20.00-22.15

Dans le rouge du counchant (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.00-20.00-22.15

1 FILMOTECA DE CATALUNYA

The navigators (V.0.S.E) 17.30
Ressources Humaines (V.0.S.E) 19.30
La nuit américaine (V.0.S.E) 22.00
I MELIES

Sabrina (V.0.S.E) 16.00
La Casita blanca 16.30
Breakfast at Tiffany (V.0.S.E) 18.15
Oleanna (V.0.S.E) 18.15
All Abaut Eve (V.0.S.E) 20.00
Two for the road (V.0.S.E) 20.30
A streetcar named Desire (V.0.S.E) 22.35
The purple rose of Cairo (V.0.S.E) 22.45

1 RENOIR FLORIDABLANCA
Salinui chueok (V.0.S.E)

16.00-22.10-0.45

Machuca

16.00-18.20-20.35-22.50-1.05

Und fihre uns in Versuchung (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.10-20.20-22.30-1.00

The Mother (V.0.S.E)

16.10-18.25-20.35-22.45-1.00

Janis et John (V.0.S.E)

16.15-18.20-20.25-22.35-0.45

La mala educacion

16.15-18.30-20.40-22.50-0.55

La puta y la ballena

19.10

1 RENOIR LES CORTS
The Mother (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.15-20.30-22.45

| am Dina (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.20-20.35-22.50-1.05

Machuca

16.00-18.20-20.35-22.50

Héctor

16.05-18.20-20.35-22.50

The Ladykillers (V.0.S.E)

16.05-18.20-20.35-22.50

El abrazo partido

16.10-18.25-20.40-22.45

Janis et John (V.0.S.E)

16.10-18.30-20.40-22.50

1 VERDI
Confessions of a Dangerous Mind (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.15-20.30-22.40-0.45

The Ladykillers (V.0.S.E)

16.00-20.30

Wilbur Wants to Kill Himself (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.10-20.20-22.30

Baran (V.0.S.E)

16.10-18.10-20.20-22.35

Camino de Santiago. El origen 16.30-20.30
Das Testament des Dr. Mabuse (V.0.S.E) 18.00-22.20
Und fiihre uns in Versuchung (V.0.S.E) 18.15-22.40
Zatoichi (V.0.S.E) 0.45
Una onda no ar 0.45
Ni pour ni contre (bien au contraire) (V.0.S.E) 0.40
Les invasions barbares (V.0.S.E) 0.45

1 VERDI PARK
Whale Rider (V.0.S.E)

16.05-18.15-20.30-22.40

The shape of things (V.0.S.E)

16.10-18.15-20.30-22.40

Russian Ark (V.0.S.E)

16.15-18.15-20.20-22.35

1 YELMO ICARIA
La meglio gioventu (V.0.S.E)

11.15-14.30-18.00

The Ladykillers (V.0.S.E)

11.20-13.30-15.45-18.00-20.15-22.30

Whale Rider (V.0.S.E)

11.20-13.30-15.45-18.00-20.15-22.45

Wilbur Wants to Kill Himself (V.0.S.E)

11.20-13.30-15.45-18.00-20.35-22.50

Big fish (V.0.S.E)

11.20-13.45-16.15

Janis et John (V.0.S.E)

11.30-13.50-16.00-18.15-20.35-22.50

Confessions of a Dangerous Mind (V.0.S.E)

11.30-14.00-16.30-19.00-22.00

Peter Pan (V.0.S.E)

11.30-13.45

Um filme falado (V.0.S.E)

11.30-13.30-15.30-18.00-20.00-22.00

Unconditional love (V.0.S.E)

11.40-14.10-16.45-19.15-22.30

| am Dina (V.0.S.E)

11.40-14.10-17.00-19.30-22.15

The day after tomorrow (V.0.S.E)

11.40-14.10-17.00-19.45-22.30

Perfecto amor equivocado

11.40-14.10-16.45-19.15-22.00

Troy (V.0.S.E)

12.00-17.30-20.45

Harry Potter and the prisoner of Azkaban (V.0.S.E)

12.00-15.30-18.30-21.30-0.30

The Butterfly Effect (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.15-20.35-22.50

Blueberry. Lexpérience secrete (V.0.S.E) 19.00-21.30
Kill Bill. Volume 1 (V.0.S.E) 21.30
Good hye, Lennin! (V.0.S.E) 0.50
Mystic River (V.0.S.E) 0.40
Ni pour ni contre (bien au contraire) (V.0.S.E) 0.00
Love actually (V.0.S.E) 0.00
Capturing the Friedmans (V.0.S.E) 0.40
Intermission (V.0.S.E) 1.00
Les invasions barbares (V.0.S.E) 1.00
The lord of the rings: the return of the king (V.0.S.E) 0.00
Girl with a pearl earring (V.0.S.E) 0.00
Lost in translation (V.0.S.E) 0.30
La mala educacion 1.00
21 grams (V.0.S.E) 0.30
La puta y la ballena 0.50
Cidade de Deus (V.0.S.E) 0.50
Girona

I TRUFFAUT

Camino de Santiago. El origen 22.45
Carandiru (V.0) 19.00

www.yelmocineplex.es.

CASABLANCA. Pg. de Gracia, 115. Metro L3-L5 Diagonal. 93 218 43 45. Cheap rates Mondays,
except holidays. FILMOTECA DE CATALUNYA. Av. Sarria, 33. Metro L5 Hospital Clinic. 93 316 27 80.
MELIES. Villarroel, 102. Metro L1 Urgell. 93 451 00 51. Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays.
RENOIR FLORIDABLANCA. Floridablanca, 135. Metro L1-L2 Universitat. 93 426 33 37.
www.cinesrenoir.com. Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays. Anticipated sales: www.cinentradas.com.
RENOIR LES CORTS. Eugeni d'Ors, 12. Metro L3 les Corts. 93 490 55 10. www.cinesrenoir.com.
Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays. Anticipated sales: www.cinentradas.com. VERDI. Verdi, 32.
Metro L3 Fontana. 93 238 79 90. www. cinemes-verdi.com. Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays.
VERDI PARK. Torijos, 49. Metro L3 Fontana. 93 238 79 90. www.cinemes-verdi.com. Cheap rates
Mondays, except holidays. YELMO ICARIA. Salvador Espriu, 61. Metro L4 Ciutadella-Vila. 902 22 09
22. www.yelmocineplex.es. Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays. Anticipates sales: 902 22 09 22 and

Elabrazo partido

Argentina, 2004. Dir.:Daniel Burman. With: Daniel
Hendler, Adriana Aizemberg. Ariel is a young man
from Buenos Aires in his thirties whose world re-
volves around his mother’slinen shop. The filmtakes
placeinthe capitalin crisis, which many people want
to leave, hoping to find a better life in Europe. But
when his father arrives, Ariel finds his life is about to
change.

The Russian Ark

Russia, 2002. Dir.:Alexander Sokurov. With: Sergei
Dontsov, Maria Kuznetsova. Sokurov shota 96 min-
ute film in one take. The camera follows the steps of
a 19th century French diplomat throughout the Her-
mitage Museum in St Petersburg. A long walk
through the museum reveals a good part of Russian
historyand culture.

Whale Rider

New Zealand, 2004. Dir.: Niki Caro. With: Keisha
Castle-Hughes, Rawiri Paratene. The descendents
of the whale rider have no heir. Paikea is a Maori girl
from a small New Zealand coastal village who has
toface herdestiny: becomethe heir ofthe great chief.

The shape of things

USA, 2003.Dir.:Neil LaBute. With: Gretchen Mol,
Paul Rudd. Amodern story of love, sexandart, which
tells of the intense relationship between Evelyn and
Adam. Evelyn is an art student and her last project
turns herboyfriend, Adam, intoacompletely different
person. Their friends don't like physical and psycho-
logicalchangesthatAdamgoesthrough...

The day after tomorrow

USA, 2004.125’. Dir.:Roland Emmerich. With:Den-
nis Quaid, Jake Gyllental, EmmyRossum, SelaWard.
Suddenglobal warming has devastating consequen-
ces for the entire planet. In the middle of this cata-
strophe is Adrian Hall( Quaid), a paleoclimatologist
(a scientist who studies the ways weather patterns
changedinthe past), who struggles to save the world
fromthe effects of global warming. Atthe same time,
heisalsotryingto find his son, Sam, who was in New
York City as part of ascholastic competition.

The barbarianinvasions

Canada, 2003. 99'. Dir.: Denys Arcand. With: Mar-
ie-Josee Croze, Dorothee Beryman. A divorced man
in his mid-fifties is seriously ill. From his death bed,
he is visited by his son Sébastien, whom he hasn’t
seen for years. Despite their falling out, Sébastien
wants to gather all his father’s old friends and former
lovers to make his final days more enjoyable.

The Lord of the rings: the return of

theking

USA, 2003. 200’. Dir.: Peter Jackson. With: Elijah
Wood, Viggo Mortensen, Sean Astin, Cate Blanchett,
lan McKellen, John Rhys-Davies, Orlando Bloom.
Saruman’s forces have been destroyed and his
strength has been threatened. The moment has ar-
rived to decide the destiny of the mid-lands. And for
the first time in many years, it seems that there is a
glimpse of hope. Now Sauron’s attention has turned
to the kingdom of Gondor, the last bastion of man-
kind, and where Aragorn has to reclaim his rightful
place onthethrone.

Mystic river

USA, 2003. 137’. Dir.:Clint Eastwood. With: Sean
Penn, Tim Robbins, Kevin Bacon. Three childhood
friends gettogetherafterthe death of Jummy’s oldest
daughter, Katie. Sean is a police detective on the
case, gathering difficult and disturbing evidence; he
is also in charge if handling Jummy’s rage and need
forrevenge.

Love actually

USA, 2003. 129’. Dir.: Richard Curtis. With: Alan
Rickman, Colin Firth, Emma Thompson. The loves
and lives of different Londoners get mixed up on
Christmas Eve. Plenty of romance, fun and bitters-
weet situations for those who have taken a chance
onlove.

Unaondanoar

Brasil, 2004. 92’. Dir.: Helvécio Ratton. With: Alex-
andre Moreno, Babu Santana, Adolfo Moura, Benja-
min Abras. This movie is inspired by the true story
of acommunity radio station from the 1980s. Jorge
and his friends create “Radio favela” to express their
position against racism in Brasil and to serve as the
voice forthe people. While playing the sounds of Bra-
zilian hip-hop, soul and funk, they also mix criticism
of the government, reports of people in need. How-
ever, an illegal set-up could silence their revolution-
aryvoice.

The purplerose of Cairo
USA,1985.78’. Dir.:Woody Allen. With: MiaFarrow,
Jeff Daniels, Danny Aielo, Diana Millay. Mia Farrow
playsawomantrappedbetweenanabusive marriage
andadeadendjob, whose only escape from dreadful
reality is the movie theatre, where she always
watchesthe samefilm.

Astreetcarnamed Desire
USA,1951.117". Dir.: EliaKazan. With: Vivien Leigh,
MarlonBrando, KimHunter.
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