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Study shows 81% of Catalan
driversignore speed limits

RACC survey shows both drivers and pedestrians take too many risks

Stateofalertas
heatwave sparks
forest fires
across country

Catalonia is on forest fire alert after
a weekend of blazes throughout
Spain, France and Portugal. The
Empordd and Terres de I'Ebre re-
gions are at highest risk. It was these
areas that witnessed the worst of last
summer’s fires during the unprece-
dented heat wave that spread across
Spain and all of Europe. Citizens are
urged to be especially vigilant. The
worst of the fires this past weekend
is thought to have been started by a
cigarette. A fleet of fire engines and
sevenaircrafthad tobedeployed be-
fore the blaze was brought under
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Santander Central

Hispano strikes deal for
UK’s Abbey National

The Spanish Santander Central His-
pano bank struck Europe’s largest
cross-border bank takeover yester-
day when it agreed to buy Britain’s
Abbey National for about 15.1 bil-
lion dollars. The deal gives Santan-
derthelargest consumer credit mar-
ket in Europe as Abbey is the UK’s
second biggest mortgage lender
with 741 branches and 18 million
customers. “Abbey’s leading posi-
tion in the UK mortgage market

combined with its strong distribu-
tion network, represents for San-
tander and Abbey shareholders a
value-creating opportunity”, said
Santander chairman Emilio Botin.

In order to make the deal a prof-
itable one, Santander plans to do a
lot of cost-cutting at Abbey, which
has been losing money for some
time. “This is not a great business
they are taking over,” said one Lon-
don financial expert. See page 10
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Hoteliers should not get involved in
a price war with emerging countries
such as Turkey and Egypt, accord-
ing to Raimon Martinez Fraile, the
secretary-general for tourism in
Madrid.

Martinezsaid: “Whatwe have to
offer is the best in the world and if
we get involved in a price war with
Turkey we are going to lose.” Hotel-
iers needed to improve their man-
agementand aboveall their market-

Hotelierswarned
against price war with
emerging countries

ing. To get more business they nee-
ded to become less dependent on
tour operators, he said, recognising
the growing number of tourists who
book their holidays independently
via the internet. “We have to in-
crease the range of what we have to
offer and to offer things that other
countries cannot. For example, we
are a safe country and at ten o’clock
at night you can go out for a stroll
withoutworrying.” See page 7
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We've got 10 very special price
tickets every day.
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“Speedkills” isthe starkmessageinastudy by the RACCand city of Barcelonawhichreveals that 81 percent of Catalans exceed the limitin urbanareas / RITALAMSDORFF

Disregard for speed limits boosts
rate of fatal accidentsin cities

Study pointsto direct relationship between excessive speed and road deaths

AGENCIES/MADELEINE SHEAHAN
Most Catalan drivershave noregard
forspeedlimits, according toastudy
carried out by the RACC and the
Barcelona city council. Speed limits
within cities are ignored by 81 per
cent of the participants, which
translates to 1.4 million drivers.
The study highlights the relation-
ship between speeding and both
trafficaccidents and incidents of pe-

destrians being knocked down. If a
car travelling at 30kph collides with
apedestrian, therisk of fatalityisless
than five per cent. Thisrisesto45 per
cent at 50kph and almost 100 per
centat80kph.

The study also found that, while
Catalans claim to be careful pedes-
trians, some 27 percent admit to
crossing roads without using the pe-
destrian crossings. Using zebra

crossing reduces the risk of being
knocked down by 35 per cent.

In a separate and Spain-wide
study, the RACC has collaborated
with INTRAS (University Institute
of Road Traffic and Safety) to ana-
lyse the behaviour of Spanish driv-
ers. It has come up with 75 specific
behaviours that fall under the cate-
gories of: lapses; errors; rule-break-
ing; and aggression. From these it

has produced a set of ten worst
“sins” which include ignoring the
speed limit, exceeding the speed
limit in order to overtake, using the
horn to express anger and, with pre-
sumably less dangerous results, for-
getting where the car is parked!

Children up to three-years-old
now have to wear safety belts spec-
ified for their size and weight. The
new rule came into effect this week.

Spain promises to push for Catalanin Europe
if Ireland makes same request for Gaelic

AGENCIES/MADELEINE SHEAHAN
Spain will seek status for the Catalan
language in Europe if Ireland does
the same for Gaelic.

The Spanish Minister for Europe,
Alberto Navarro, has promised to
request recognition for Catalan, Eu-
skerra and Gallego as official lan-
guages in the European Union if his
Irish counterpart makes the same
bid for the Gaeliclanguage. Navarro
claims that Ireland decided almost a
fortnight ago to put in its request
but, so far, no official demand has
been presented.

He said it was expected that Ire-
land would present the request in
late September or early October and
thatonceithad, Spain would follow
suit. “If Ireland decides to go ahead
with its demand,” said Navarro, “it
is logical for Spain to do the same
with its co-official languages.”
However, while Gaelic is used on a

Spain’sZapateroandIreland’s Bernie Ahernto push for Catalan and Gaelicin EU / EFe

daily basis by only about 100,000
people, Catalanisused byalmostten
million Europeans.

Navarro said that the request had
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not been made before now because
thegovernmentknowsitwillbe very
difficult to achieve a positive result,
especially given the liklihood of “fe-

rocious opposition from many
member states”.

The EU aside, the government
would continue its efforts to sup-
portthelinguistic diversity of Spain,
Navarro claimed, recognising lan-
guage as the first means of expres-
sion and therefore “virtually a hu-
manright”.

In Catalonia itself, citizens will be
entitled to deal with the police and
the Guardia Civil in their own na-
tional language. Government min-
isters in both Catalonia and the Ba-
learic Islands have agreed to pro-
mote the learning of Catalan within
the forces and guaranteed that offi-
cers dealing directly with the public
willbe obliged to respond to Catalan
speakersin Catalan.

Officials said that citizens should
feel comfortable about speaking
Catalan to the police without fear of
gettingan adversereaction.

POLITICS

Medalstory “leaked” by PSOE
Opposition leader, Mariano Rajoy,
has accused the Spanish Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of leaking the story
about José Maria Aznar’s congres-
sional gold medal to distract atten-
tion from the 11-M inquiry and to
damage the Partido Popular. Rajoy
said the storyabout the contract giv-
en to a US lobby group and its work
in connection with Aznar getting
the medal was part of an “obsessive
strategy to denigrate a political ad-
versary” and was being used by the
socialist government as a “smo-
kescreen” to conceal its lack of po-
litical direction.

LAW

Shortage of judges

Catalonia needs 130 extra judges
and magistrates to be able to deal
withabacklogofcases. Figures from
the Department of Justice show that
the courts are simply unable to pro-
vide an adequate service. Catalonia
represents 15.7 per cent of the Span-
ish population but has only 14.9 per
cent of its judges. This is compoun-
ded by a higher level of litigation.
The number of cases per 10,000 of
population is 154 across all of Spain
but in Catalonia this figure rises to
167.

CRIME

Drugringbustedin Priorat
Police have broken an organised
drug ring suspected of dealing in
Falsetand other townsin the Priorat
region. Seven arrests were made at
a property in Falset after several
weeks of surveillance. Police seized
20 one-gram bags of cocaine and a
bowl of what appeared to be ten
more grams of the drug, with a total
streetvalue of 1,800 euros. They also
seized more than 500 grams ofhash-
ish with a sale value of 2,000 euros.
The seven detainees, aged between
24 and 32, communicated with their
buyers by mobile phone and
changed their clothes for each deliv-
erytohelpavoid detection.

ROADACCIDENT

Lorrycrash claimslives

An accident involving three lorries
ontheA7,near Castellbisbal, caused
at least two deaths and major traffic
jams yesterday. Two of the trucks
caught fire, one which was carrying
30,000 of solvent, the other with a
tankload of nitric acid. The Catalan
Transit Service declared a Category
2 state of alert and, after the fires
were extinguished, emergency ser-
vices had to refrigerate the trucks
before being able to search the
wreckage for victims.

FOREST FIRE

Hundreds ofhectaresrazed

Fires in the Aracena range and the
Picosde Arochein Huelvahad razed
410 hectares of scrub and forest by
the time they were brought under
control (but not completely extin-
guished) yesterday evening.
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Everyyearthe scorching heat of summerbringsthe danger of forest fires throughout southern Europe / ARCHIVE

Empordaand Ebreregions
declared high-risk areasfor fires

Fires spread throughout Spain, Portugal and France this weekend

ALEXLEFF

The regions of Emporda and Terres
de PEbre have the highest fire risk,
the Catalan government has
warned. The warning comes a year
after some of the fiercest heat waves
and forest fires were experienced in
the area, and a day after a weekend
where flames blazed throughout
parts of Spain, Portugal and France.
In Catalonia, a fire was discovered
Sunday evening near the A-7 mo-
torway which burned over 50 hec-
tares (123 acres) in the Gironivillage
of Biure, near Figueres. It was the
largest in Catalonia this year. Offi-
cial sources say the fire was caused
by a cigarette. A total of 32 fire en-
ginesweresentto putouttheflames,
along with seven aircraft, including
helicopters and jets, plus a hydro-
plane that found itself anchored in
the water at Roses port because of
technical difficulties.

Another serious fire blazed this
weekend in the southeast region of
France, Bouches-du-Rhone, burn-
ing around 2,500 hectares (6,178

acres). The fire, which began on Sat-
urday in Marseille, forced the evac-
uation of 2,000 Bouches-du-Rhone
residents by Sunday morning. Pro-
pelled partly by the strong mistral
wind and high temperatures exper-
ienced this weekend, the blaze
reached motorway A-7 bringing of-
ficials to block off the route between
Vitrolles and Salon-de-Provence.
Over 1,600 firefighters were de-
ployed to putoutthe flames.

High temperatures and the arid
climate are the lethal mixture that is
helping the spread of fires through-
out Spain, Portugal and France.
This past weekend land caught fire
not only in Catalonia and southeast
France, but in Murcia, Asurias and
Galicia as well, the latter experi-
enced three different fires on Satur-
day. Asturias has recorded eight
fires since Friday. In the village of
Ocaiia in Toledo, the police found
theburntbodyofa66-year-old man
on Saturday night, after putting out
a fire that had started hours before.

Another firesetablazein Ourense

blocked the railways between Gali-
cia and Leén, with train cancella-
tions for three hours. The fire was
extinguished by Sunday morning. It
started in Ourense, a village in Car-
balleda de Valdeorras, burned hilly
pine-filled lands, surrounded the
San Martin chapel and reached res-
idential Pumares. In Asturias, fire-
fighters and helicopters were at
work this weekend trying to put out
the flames between motorway A-8,
around the 335 km mark, and the
Ana mines near Torre in Ribadesel-
la. Another fire in Murcia, in the
Sierra de Atamaria hills, was put out
after burning 4.2 hectares (10.4
acres). The origins of the fire are un-
known in the region just outside a
golfcourseandresort.

The heatwave brought about
multiple forest fires in Portugal on
Sunday, especiallyin the mid-south,
where residents were evacuated.
The most serious fire in the region
blazed around the hills of Monchi-
que, in Algarve, where forty people
were evacuated.

Forum site still below par while city
exhibitsattract the masses

ALEXLEFF

Painful as it may be, the organisers
ofthe Barcelona Universal Forum of
Cultures 2004 are learning to forget
about their original estimated num-
ber of visitors. Though a total of five
million people were once expected
tohaveentered the Forumsitebythe
end of its run, statistics are showing
that the number will notbe reached.
Last week the Forum had 151,590
visitors, 98,410 less than expected.
The organisation willbe negotiating
the new goal in tomorrow’s board

meeting, having to reconsider the
initial estimate that was first forecast
back in 1999. Until now, only
1,479,448 people have gone to the
Forum.

“Thefigure offivemillion contin-
ues to be a reference point for the
board,” Forum spokesman Frederic
Porta said yesterday in a press con-
ference, adding, “but obviously it is
anobjective thatisbecoming harder
and harder to achieve.” Porta poin-
ted out that 1,200,000 tickets are sit-
tingunused in people’s pockets, giv-
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ing management the impression
that the remaining sixty-one days of
the event “will be months packed
withpeople”, hesaid.

On the other hand, the 23 exhib-
itions affiliated with the Forum
around Barcelona broke the record
for visitors last week with 65,467
people. These exhibits, such as Pi-
casso. Guerra i pau, have received a
total of 463,516 visitors, a “spectac-
ular” figure, says Porta, who added
thatheisexpectingup toahalfamil-
lion visitors this week.

AreasalongtheEbreriver plan to promote selective tourism

Villages along the river Ebre are getting ready to dig into funds allotted for
tourism, which in this area means a dual attraction: beaches and country-
side. In order to diversify, institutions plan to develop the cultural and en-
vironmental elements they have to offer, fully aware of the fact that sun-
and-beach tourism limits their success to the summer months. “Here prac-
tically everything needs doing and we have the opportunity to create our
own distintive product,” Tarragona government delegate Lluis Salvadé
told El Periddico. Various Catalan bodies have been dedicated to the cause:
in the past two years, the Ministry of Industry, the Generalitat and local
institutions — county governments of Baix Ebre, Riber d’Ebre, Terra Alta
and Monstia, along with their respective town halls — have injected 4.2
million euros into four major projects. The first aims to promote the old
train line in the valley of Zafan, turned into a green area for walking and
cycling. The second project is meant to revitalise old hiking paths which
offerwonderful views of theriver. The thirdline ofactionisthe “peacetrail”,
which is a route that retraces scenes in Catalan history such as the battle
of the Ebre, considered the bloodiest in the Civil War, fought in Terra Alta.
Lastly, the counties are planning to promote more activities in Els Ports
and Delta de ’Ebre natural parks, along with a coastline, as a way to put
Tarragonaonthe mapin the tourismsector.

Tarragonabeach gets cleaned up

The organisation Meditarrania has
put together a group of seventy vol-
unteers with a mission, to clean up
Miracle beach. Some twenty scuba
divers went along to try to clean the
sea floor. Environmental activists
filled sixty sacksand collected nearly
a ton of waste. Meditarrania presi-
dent Angel Judrez challenged the
Catalan and Tarragona local gov-
ernment to launch an environmen-
tal awareness campaign aimed at
bathers “so they respect the sea and
don’t pollute it”, El Periddico re-
ports. The environmentalist also
commmentedon theneed torestore
the fauna in the area, “the rich bio-
logical diversity that has been lost”.

Cafépriceboostinthe summer

Having a coffee on the Rambla or a beer on Passeig de Gracia is beginning
to be a luxury. The price of the most common café items might reach as
high as four to nine euros. The city council has launched a campaign to
warn consumers of the price hike and of the need to ask the price before
ordering. The campaign Llegir abans de beure, or read before drinking, is
the latest programme directed towards Barcelona locals and tourists, in-
structing café costumers to beware of exorbitant pricing. Tourist areas will
be affected the most by the boost. Business owners defend their right to
fix prices, saying thatitis up to the customer to decide.

1= u ‘1.-.11---

Travel group considers creating EasyCruise on the Med

The travel group Easy is negotiating the opening of a cruise line to run in
along the Catalan coast. The demand for maritime leisure is on the rise.
The sector could flourish if the ambitious project by Greek entrepreneur
Selios Haji loannou, founder of the Easy group(owners of the airline Easy-
Jet, EasyRent-A-Car and the cyber café chain EasyEverythin) comes to fru-
ition. With his latest creation, EasyCruise, loannuo is already looking into
two possible routes: one along the Costa Blava and another by the western
Mediterranian coast, with Barcelona as aleaving point and stop-offs in Al-
cadia,Mad, Palma, Valencia, Elvissaand Tarragona.
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The corridors of power

Expertssay local technology firms will benefit from having a telecommunications regulatory body in Barcelona

ORIOLRIBET

Proximity of power is particularly
important for firms belonging to
sectors subjected to regulation, and
the announcement last week that
the regulatory body, the Comissié
del Mercat de les Telecomunica-
cions (CMT) is to be moved to Bar-
celona could provide a boost for
companiesworkingin thisarea. Jor-
di Gual from the business school,
IESE believes that judicial, economy
and technology consultancy firms
working with the big players in the
sector will benefit from proximityto
the Comissié. Viceng Gasulla, direc-
tor of the foundation, Barcelona
Digital, agrees but adds the caveat
that decentralisation of state bodies
has to continue. For Gasulla, this is
only the first step in making Barce-
lona the capital of the digital indus-
try, including telecommunications,
production of content and pro-
gramming.

Until as late as the nineties, Span-
ish energy and telecommunications
firms were usually state-owned mo-
nopolies. A process of liberalisation
saw the introduction of competi-
tion and the appearance of new
companies, as well as the privatisa-
tion of public ones. One of the main
reasons for creating the CMT was to
ensure that Telefénica did notabuse
itsadvantage as a monopoly with its
huge clientbase, thereby preventing
thesurvival of other operators. Thus
the CMT’s role includes price con-
trol so that abusive tariffs are not
charged for interconnection, in
other words, what an operator pays
another when a call is made from
one mobile to that of a different
company. The body acts as a referee
in the event of conflicts, and in fu-
ture there is a possibility that it will
assume responsibilities currently in
the hands of the Ministeri d’Econo-
mia, such as issuing permits or fix-
ing prices. The CMT’s remit also
currently involves the functioning
of fibre optics, radio and television
cable networks.

The complexity of the regulatory
machinery and the relationship be-
tween the main actors and the body
makes proximity an important fac-
tor according to Jordi Gual: “Obvi-
ouslyit can be done from a distance,
but proximity helps this relation-
ship,” he points out. Gual cites as an
example the opening of what the
CMT calls a “public consultation”
in which the sector is asked its opin-
ion of proposed changes to regula-
tions. Such constant interaction is
aided by proximity between the or-
ganisations. Nevertheless, Gual
doesdoubtwhetherthelargestcom-
paniesinthesector - Telefénica, Vo-
dafone, Auna - can adopt ambitious
re-location strategies in response to
the CMT move: “Perhaps Auna, as
it has one foot in Madrid and the
other in Barcelona. Telefénica
could decentralise with its wide
reach, thoughinVodafone’scaseit’s
more difficult because it has fewer
businesses and focuses on mobile
phones,” says Gual.

Viceng Gasulla also sees the CMT
move as a catalyst and points out
that: “companies look favourably
on Barcelona as a capital in this
sphere.” Gasulla believes in the im-
portance of not only including the
telecommunications firms but also
companies dedicated to computer
programming and those that pro-
duce the content to be promoted
over cable or via the next-genera-
tion UMTS mobile phones. This is
the objective of Gasulla’s founda-
tion, Barcelona Digital, which is
made up of both administrations
and businesses, including Telef6-
nica.

“Thepolitical benefitis,asin Ger-
many, the regulatory bodies be-
come decentralised,” says Gasulla,
although he adds, “The market, es-
pecially where the Internet is con-
cerned, does not want regulation. It
wants self-regulation so that the de-
centralisation it demands is moving
other, non-regulatory bodies such
as the public company “Red.es”.

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF LARGE COMPANIES

I 500 top firms by sales volume
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Rest of
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The concentration of political power in
Spain and the fact that the large firms
used to be state monopolies explains
why Madrid far outstrips Barcelona
when it comes to the location of big
companies. This phenomenon is par-
ticularly acute in the case of large bro-
kerage companies. In the telecommu-
nications sector, Telefénica and Voda-
fone Spain have their headquarters in
Madrid, but Auna is proud of being,
“the only telecommunications firm
with its headquarters in Barcelona,”
specificallyon Diagonal.

Hosting the presence of the upper
echelonsoflarge companies bringsad-
vantages to the city, which benefits
from their higher levels of consump-
tion. Also, wherever the company is
basediswherethey paytheirtax.Inthe

Madrid andthe concentration of power

case orf Catalonia, the autonomous
government claims 33% of IRPF and
100% of tax levied on judicial docu-
ments, such as notary certification.
Business tax is, however, levied in full
bythe Spanishstate.

The CMT move will not be carried
out before 2005 to an office block still
under construction and located near
the 22@ district. The CMT wants to
break up the concentration of powerin
Madrid, although the 180 staff working
there are not so enthusiastic about the
telecommunications regulatory centre
moving from Madrid to Barcelona. A
representative of an employee group
there has already said that they will do
everything in their power to prevent
the transfer that the Comisié has pro-
posed fromtakingplace.

Cybernauts can surfall
dayat “CampusParty”

ROBERTKIMPLETON
About a hundred thousand cyber-
nauts and computer enthusiasts are
expected to participate in the eighth
annualso-called (in English) “Cam-
pus Party”, which opened yesterday
in the City of Arts and Sciences in
Valencia to run until 1 August.
The objective of the event is for
internet enthusiasts from different
areas to get together to exchange
knowledge, show off their latest
home-grown programmes and, of
course, surf the net and play com-
puter games. This year’s partici-

pants will be able to surf to their
hearts’ content with a connection
speed of ten gigabytes per second,
double the speed available at last
year’sevent.

A system of more than 4,500
computers, all on one network, was
provided by the company Cisco Sys-
tems, is worth 1.5 million dollars
and is equipped with state-of-the-
art security features so no viruses or
worms caninfectit.

A network of about 700 Playsta-
tion 2 computers means that many
game players can play for the dura-
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tion of the event. A marketing direc-
tor for the Playstation company says
that this is the first global meeting of
Playstation users.

Those who attend the event can
do more than just surf. There is an
auditorium with special exhibitions
whose main theme is “The internet
is not a network of computers, it is
a network of people.” One of the
main themes will be to raise the level
of awareness of computer piracy
andstrictruleswillbe followed toas-
sure that all software at the event is
legal.

About 1,500 tents have been set
up for the cybernauts to sleep in af-
ter a long day of surfing and game
playing. A smaller but similar event
held in the Basque country called
Euskal Party began its twelfth festiv-
allastweek.

Hospitals say
blood supplies
sufficient for
summer period

ROBERTKIMPLETON

Blood banks in Catalan hospitals
should have enough supplies on
hand to last through the summer,
according to the Catalan health
ministry. In the banks there are cur-
rently more than 8,000 units of 400
cubic milimetres each. The ministry
attribites the current quantity to cit-
izen response to the call made last
weekby the Generalitat for people to
donate before people left for the
summer holiday period at the be-

ginning of August. The move was
made to counteract the decline in
stock that occurs when the number
of potential donors declinesbecause
theyareaway fromhome.

Theministrysaid thatsince newly
donatedblood can onlybestored for
40 days, it will be important for cit-
izendonationstoincreasesharplyin
September, when hospitals resume
their regular schedule for surgeries.

According to the Spanish Feder-
ation of Blood Donors, the Spanish
state lacks a centralised system for
keeping track of blood bank levels,
making it more difficult to predict
needs. An average of more than
4,000 blood transfusions are carried
out each day, and the number has
increased in the past few years due
largely to the increase in the number
of organ transplants.
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Democratson
bestbehaviour
for convention

Kerry takes firm control of often-unruly party

AGENCIES

US Democrats are expected to toe
theline as never before at this week’s
convention in Boston which will see
Massachusetts senator John Kerry
formally selected as the party’s can-
didate for the White House.

The famously fractious party is
expected to display new levels of dis-
cipline today when delegates adopt
an election platform which reflects
the position of their presidential
hopeful more closely than that of
party members or even voters. On
Iraq, for instance, the platform will
notsay the war was a mistake, as del-

egates think, nor call for withdrawal
of troops; but will say that “having
gone to war we cannot afford to fail
at peace..[nor]..allow a failed state
inIraq”. The platform will highlight
the clear differences between Kerry
and President George Bush, de-
scribing Bush’s foreign policy as
“dangerously ineffective” and stat-
ing that the current government is
“not doing enough to make Amer-
icasafe fromterrorism”.

Democrats will warn Americans
that “costs are soaring and ordinary
incomes are sinking”. Kerry has,
however, urged delegates to tone

JohnKerryand his wife Teresaat Fenway Park, Boston, yesterday / ere

down attacks on Bush.

It seems that confidence in Ker-
ry’s prospects for November have
created morediscipline thanisusual
for a party well known for its divi-
sions. There is no room for dissent

at the convention and every speech
will be vetted in advance by Kerry
aides. An appearance by former
president Bill Clinton will be intro-
ducedbyhiswifeand New York sen-
ator, Hillary Clinton.

TERRORISM

Tipsagainst terror

The UK Home Office is sending
pamphlets to every household in
Britain advising citizens how to pre-
pare for terror attacks. The 22-page
booklet is part of a 12 million euro
campaign which also includes a ser-
ies of TV and radio adverts which
will begin broadcasting next week.
The pamphlet has first aid advice,
contact numbers and practical tips
such as keeping supplies of tinned
food, bottled water and batteries.
The Home Office says it is in re-
sponsetopublicdemandandnotre-
lated to any specific or heightened
threat. Its key message is to “go in,
stayinandtunein”.

IRAQWAR

Senior official shot dead

A senior Iraqi interior ministry of-
ficial was shot dead by gunmen in
Baghdad yesterday, along with his
two bodyguards, as the three men
left Awadi’s home. In Basora, two
Iraqi women were killed when the
car they were driving to their jobs
with the UK army at Basora airport
wasriddled withbullets.

Newhopeforaccord between
Euskadiand Spain as Madrid
meetingbreakslongimpasse

AGENCIES/MADELEINE SHEAHAN
Relations between Euskadi and the
Spanish state took a positive turn
yesterday when the Lehendakari
(Euskadi president), Juan José Ibar-
retxe, madehisfirstvisit to the Span-
ish parliamentin threeyears.

During a three-hour meeting
with Spanish president José Luis
Rodriguez Zapatero, Ibarretxe pro-
posed “an agreement for Euskadi
and the Spanish state to co-exist,” he
told a press conference immediately
afterwards.

The meeting marked the end of
several years of confrontation re-
sulting from the controversial Plan
Ibarretxe, which had been seen, es-
pecially by the former PP govern-
ment, as a direct challenge to the
constitution of Spain by proposing
a far higher degree of independence
for Euskadi. Ibarretxe said that Za-
patero could not expect him to sus-

Thetwo leadersyesterday / ARCHIVE

pend a Basque referendum on the
plan because the draft was already
with the Euskadi parliament. But it
was possible, he said, toreach an ac-
cord that would satisfy both sides.

Piracyreachesnewlevels of
violence with record numbers of
crewmurdered on high seas

AGENCIES
Piracy at sea is on the rise and be-
coming increasingly violent. The
International Maritime Bureau,
which monitors piracy around the
world, has reported a sharp rise in
the number of crew killed by pirates
inthefirsthalfof the year, according
to BBC reports. The 30 deaths so far
reported compare to 15 in the same
period last year and occurred in a
smaller number ofattacks.

“The increased ferocity and the
number of attacks are linked to law

and order problems ashore,” ac-
cording to the report from the bu-
reau’s piracy watch centre in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia. Half of the kill-
ings occured in Nigerian waters.
Other danger areas were Vietnam,
Bangladesh and the Philippines.
Despite a global 25 per cent fall in
the number of attacks, the Malacca
Straits saw a one third increase,
mostly in waters off Indonesia.
These were also the most violent in-
cidents, with many of the pirates
carryinggunsandknives.
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WHATTHEEUROPEANPAPERS SAY

he end of July in Northern England

feels like autumn. Zara, my walking

guide in Lancashire for the last few

years,is a young 82-year-old full of
energy who used to be an unconditional La-
bour voter. She’s collected some newspaper
cuttings on thesubjectand wants me to tell the
readers of Catalonia Today about the sense of
alienation of progressive voters of Labour like
herselfhave felt.

The progressive newspapers seem to share
Zara’s view. Thus, for Steve Richards in The
Independent “voters wanted to know why the
trains did not work, why hospitals were dan-
gerously filthy, what needed to be done to re-
vive public services. Instead they got a com-
passionate Thatcherite”. For this journalist,
Blair would share with Lady Thatcher his sus-
picion on the state, his admiration for the pri-
vate sector and his support for low taxes, as
well as the primacy of the special relationship
with the US. This can be seen in his specific
policies, where he would deserve the epithets
of “ardent Atlantist European”, “believer in
the private sector reviving the public servi-
ces”, and “advocate of top universities being
able to charge students more”.

The conservative Telegraph coincides in
this analysis, admitting that Blair has alien-
ated Labour’s natural allies in Europe and has
blindly supported the most reactionary US
administration in living history. In this con-
text, the paperasks: “had Labour been so trau-
matised by its four successive defeats that it
would have been clay in the hands of whoever

FREDERIC BARBERA

Talesfrom a compassionate un-Thatcherite

How can he defend killingthousands of Iragis, yet contemplate aban on smacking? / ere

came along to lead it?” However, this unusual
political combination is identified as the key
to ongoing success: “how do you beat a Tory
PM running a Labour government?” con-
cludes Robert Harris in The Telegraph. It
seems clear that Blair’s view that “terms such
right and left are irrelevant” has been rein-
forced by what Harris calls a natural “infusion
of political charisma”. In this respect, itis true
that Blair has no grouping, ideology or news-

paper championing his cause. This state of af-
fairshashad a dramaticimpactin the political
arena, where the Lib Dems are now clearly
placed to the left of Blair and the Tories have
become politicallyimpotent.

For Richards in The Independent Blair is
also a good journalist, and thus “he wants
headlines that reassure the Thatcherite prej-
udices formed in the 1980s”. This seems to be
the view also of former Labour secretary Ro-

bin Cook, for whom Blair’s remark last week
blaming the 1960s “liberal and social consen-
sus” for therise of crime found arewardin The
Sun the following day: “we could not agree
with him more”. For Cook, a political explan-
ation for social breakdown is more likely to be
found “in the 1980s apotheosis of individual
materialism”.

Whether we like it or not, Blair appears to
be in possession of the right formula to stay
in power, and he has also spoken in this sense
this past week. His recent controversial ap-
pointment of his close friend Peter Mandel-
son as British EU commissioner seems a fur-
ther reminder that heis in control. Moreover,
his unconvincing declarations on the causes
forjoiningthe war onIraqseemtomatterlittle
to someone who according to Robert Harris
treasures an ideal combination of icy geopol-
itical ruthlessness and sickly political correct-
ness. Only thus can he “defend a war that kills
10,000-20,0001Iraqis, yetat thesame time con-
template introducing a ban on smacking”.

The road nearby is quiet, with few cars
passing near the canal, and the cool air is very
pleasantafter alongsitting indoors with plen-
ty of teaand shortbread. A few hundred yards
down the canal, I hear a hurried step behind
me. [tis Zara, who has run after me as though
I'd forgotten something. She produces a nice
green folder with her recent paper cuttings on
Blair. Theyareall clipped in chronological or-
der. She wears a friendly smile, like someone
returningafavour.

f.barbera@lancaster.ac.uk

THESTINGBY JAP

LETTERSTOTHEEDITOR

CATALONIATODAY

WHEELCHAIR ACCESS

My wife and I live in South Africa
and are visiting family in Germany.
Last week we took a three-day flying
trip to Girona and Barcelona prior
towhich mywifehadbrokenherleg.
A wheelchair therefore became a
necessity for city mobility. The trip
was great, but as the wheelchair
pusherIcontinuallybattled with the
unfriendly access to the metro sys-
tem. There are no easily identifiable
liftsand no descending escalatorsall
of which make life difficult but does
improve physical fitness. Interest-
ingly, the train station at Gerona has
a lift to enable easy wheelchair ac
cess to platforms. A beautiful, inter-
esting and tourist-focused city such

as Barcelona should rethink its user
friendliness towards handicapped
persons.

GordonJohnston

POEM FORMERCE

Being an “artista plantat” in Barce-
lona, your article and comment
(Catalonia Today, 24 July) inspired
me to write an alternative Merce
poster which could be used for all
the English-speaking tourists and
residents:

Should we artists leave the leaves
onthetrees?

A leaf without trees is it a leaf?

Can it return, the tree without
leaves, to the sea?

I hope it is not too profund, al-

thoughitwouldbeagreathelp tomy
career if people found it totally
unintelligible.

AnnaValguarnera

HAPPY CAMPER

Hello to Everyone, Good day. As
one of the readers of you paper, lam
so contented, and wholeheartedly
proud of you, for publishing this
kind of newspaper in English, right
thedayIencountered and read your
newspaper. And now [ am updated
to all that was happening here in
Catalonia. We are really enjoying
reading all the articles. And also for
giving this free. God bless.
Aireen Panopio
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Tourismsecretary says Spain
should attractbigspenders

Ramon Martinez Fraile urges Spanish hotel owners not to compete in the low-price race

ALEXLEFF

The Spanish secretary general of
Tourism, Raimon Martinez Fraile,
has urged that companies in his sec-
tor do not to wage a price war with
emerging countries such as Turkey,
Egypt or Croatia, because they have
everything to lose. He believes that
Spain should promote itself as a
quality destination to attract cus-
tomers with a middle to high pur-
chasing power, a policy that does
not sit well with hotel owners who
have already opted for lowering
ratesin order to compete with Turk-
ish or Egyptian counterparts.

“We say that we have the most to
offer in the world and then it hap-
pens that when its time to sell the
price is fought over with Tury and
in price we always lose to Turkey,”
Martinez Fraile said in an exclusive
interview with La Vanguardianews-
paper. The Tourism authority
points out that times have changed
and that hotel management should
work hard at bettering the way the
sector is run, and especially in pub-
licity. More specifically, the chal-
lenge hotel owners are facing is how
not to depend on tour packs or for-
eign travel agencies. Essentially,
howto snap up touristsin there own
countries, to lure them to visit
Spain. Martinez Fraile’s words have
added resonation just days after the
tourism firm Exceltur released a re-
port saying that the sector is having
a difficult time mainly because of
structural problems and that the
average spending by foreign tourists

-

/ Platjad’Aro, one ofthe leading tourist destinations onthe Costa Brava

in Spain went down in the first two
quarters of the financial year by 2.2
per cent. Martinez Fraile urges
mostly for quality improvements,
knowing that if Spain can compete
with emerging countries, it will not
be on prices, buton the travel exper-

ience itself. Spain should not only
“renovate its hotels”, he says, “but
should also be able to offer a com-
bination of activities that other
countries cannot. For example: we
are a safe country and at ten o’clock
at night you can go out calmly for a

TR
T
L

walk”. Which is why, Martinez
Fraile explains, Spain need not
scrape the barrel for low spenders.
Part of his argument directly targets
the subsidising of low-cost air trav-
el, something which the general sec-
retaryflatlyrejects.

Web performancehitbyslowdown justas
Googleannounces anticipated worth

REUTERS

Internet users may have experi-
enced problems yesterday during
their web searches. What they may
not have realised is that the prob-
lems they had, particularly with
Google.com, were common to users
around the world. Web site perfor-
mance slowed broadly yesterday,
suggesting the possibility that a vi-
rus or other Internet attack may be
causing problems, said Keynote
Systems Inc., a Web performance
tracking firm. The report comes as
outages onthe search site Goo-
gle.comwerereported in the United
States, France, Britain and Spain. In
many places the site was said to be
working normally. “We are starting

to see things creep up,” said Keynote
spokeswoman Della Lowe. “It could
be an indication that something is
impacting the Internet overall. We
are looking into the possibility of
somesortofattack.”

Google Inc., the world’s No. 1
search provider, had announced
yesterday its highly anticipated ini-
tial public offer could be worth as
much as $3.3 billion, pricing its
stockiin a range that could value the
company at more than $36 billion at
its opening. Investors were some-
what startled though, by a price
range of up to $135 per Class A
share, which would give Google a
valuation, on the basis of its price
2003 earningsratio of329.
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Internetusersareataloss whentheirfavourite searchengineisdown

Vodafone performing well
Vodafone group Spain recorded a
5.7% increase in average earnings
per customer, up to 389 euros. The
number of costumers grew by over
250,000 in the last quarter, reaching
nearly ten million. In the first quar-
ter ending in June, clients with con-
tracts went up by 1.4 percentage
points compared to last year, up to
44 per cent of the total. In addition,
theactivitylevel —the percentage of
customers that have utilised a non-
free service— went up by 0.5 points
reaching 96.7%. Vodafone says the
good quarter performance hasto do
with their launching new products
andservices.

DelaRosa’ssecret funds

Spanish and British judges have
spent five years trying to get finan-
cier Javier dela Rosa to pay the mul-
timillon-dollar compensation in
damages to clients he had consulted
in Spain and Kuwait to investin KIO
between 1986 and 1992. However,
the authorities have not managed to
get one cent out of De la Rosa. The
Catalan entrepreneur says he can-
not pay because his assets have been
frozen since the mid-90s. But ac-
cording to the magazine Interviii,
De la Rosa has part of his fortune
hidden in a foundation in Luxem-
bourgcalled Blomor.

Spainsecondlowestof EU 15

The minimum wage in Spain con-
tinues to be the second lowest on the
list of the previous fifteen member
states of the European Union, de-
spite the government’s recent move
to increase it by 6.6% (from 460.50
euros per month to 490.80). The
country’s minimum wage does,
however, top themajority ofthenew
EU members. According to Eu-
rope’s statistical office Eurostat, by
1 January 2004 Portugal had the
lowest minimum wage, at 498 euros
per month. Immediately after Por-
tugal came Spain and Greece (605),
Ireland (1,073), United Kingdom
(1,083) and France (1,186).
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Service Point Solutions 0.4 041 039 001 244 o T30 1300 2% 000 031  Sacyrvale 1139 1153 1139 006 052  Suwno 28 - - 000 000
. Algodonera 304 306 302 001 08 St 612 1630 1608 013080 Uiy Bi8 g2 a5 005 054  SwnoPeogSAP 015 - - 000 000
Faes Farma 1247 1260 1240 004 032 j " ! : d rois : ’ . : : Telmex 2485 2505 2485 0,13 -052
Natra 376 387 375 011 281  Corp. Mapfre 95 965 950 -0,10 1,04  Urbas 056 058 055 008 508 TR 51 210 205 002 096
Atadi 5557 564 3517 005 020  Popular 4398 4495 4374 -051 1,15  Telepizza 1,51 153 149 002 131 orp. UBS Int. d d . : .
Sacs : : : : : Unipape] 155 1560 1515 000 000  Transp. Azkar 504 594 58 005 085  JAeDoRiodoceOrd4109 4138 41,00 -102 -242
Vidrala_ 118 1180 1171 005 043 : . Sotogrande ST 800 000 o0op Vale Rio doce 341 3435 3410 0,80 -2,29
A. Dominguez 16,45 16,45 16,17 -0,05  -0,30 INVESTMENT GOODS — 2 s : : Volcan C.M. 2,12 2,12 212 -008 -364
Ebro Puleva SA 96 06 9B 0s 13 NESIME Sol Melia 685 699 681 010 144
bro Puleva ) i B . . CAF 57 5700 5650 000 000  proceeyr 32 1320 1305 075 112  AracCelulB 279 279 273 003 1,09
\S/§§°éaﬂ 752 758 1,51 g?g ég? Ercros 032 032 032 001 308 jpem 319 219 212 005 230  Banco Francés 29 B - 000 000
uétara 247 2480 2450 , ; EADS 21,61 21,88 2111  -009 -0 . : : : . B. Rio Plata B 0.9 - - 000 0,00
Camnofrio 1197 1198 1182 002 017 : ' : : NH Hoteles 88 902 877 -018 -200
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Do your own calculations: 36.000 copies of

your advert in the business section.

It all adds up to great business.
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INVESTMENT FUNDS EURO STOXX 50 close: 2.640,61 Chg: -1,23% |
Fund NAV. M.Yld% YTD%  Fund NAV. M.Yld% YTD%  Fund NAV_M.Yld% YTD%  Stock Euros Chg.%  Stock Euros Chg.%
AHORRO CORPORACION Giroborsa 359 -193 -037 Foncaixa 57 RFlargo Euro 14,87 015 050 AbnAmro 16,65  -0,54  Koniinkligie Ahold 567 -1,90
AC Acciones 1497 -1.97 340 Foncaixa 94 FF Bolsa Europea 6,34 059 087 Aegon 912 -1,72  Konin Philips 19,45 1,67
AC Australasia 389 732 688 CAXALAIETANA Foncaixa Ahorro 2 1878 002 018 Air Liquide 130,10 -144  LOreal 5910 -0.92
AC Cuenta FT 131218 022 055 fomaetana o2 Foncaixa Ahorro 7 1647 020 085 Alcatel Altshom 1086  -286 LVMAH. 95,65  -1.85
Fonlaietana 30 1.35423 -1,38 -0,29 : -
AC Deuda FT 1877012 060 7% - Foncaixa Bolsa 33 2310 026 480 AllianzAG 7740 195 LAFARGE 7010 -1,61
AC Divisa 689 585 -127 Ladiner 167558 D82 14T caixa Bolsa 43 520 364 047 Aventis 64,30  -0,85  Muench Rueck Nam 7582 1,01
AC Euroacciones 411 413 3,07 Lakelana Bolsa 598 52 B35 aixa Bolsa 5 2091 170 o017 Aa 16,38 -1.21  Nokia Helsinki 961 113
AC Largo FT 1127 025 093 CAIXAPENEDES Foncaixa Bolsa 52 484 -124 038 Basf 42,54 -1,35  Olivetti &C 243 -037
Ahorrofondo 3975 -0,88 234 Fonpenedes 915 -0,18 0,16 Foncaixa Bolsa 53 606 -587 275 BayerAG 21,28 -1,25 Repsol 17,62 -0,56
Fonmix Laietana 459 098 184  Fonpenedes Borsa 558 -1,70 2,60 Foncaixa Bolsa 54 513 -160 314 BBVA 10,57 -0,66 Royal Dutch 40,93 -1,47
BANCO POPULAR Fonpenedes Borsa Japo 612 212 128 [ oiva Bolsa 55 490 757 502 BNP-Paribas 46,18 -043 RweSt 39,40  -148
Eurovalor Bolsa 18428 190 458 Fonpenedes Borsa USA 508 460 -213 ¢ o oiva Bolsa 62 329 -747 -1.97 Carrefour 38,02  -1,48  Saint-Gobain 38,03 -1.83
Eurovalor Bolsa Europea 4490 -369 -1,32 Fonpenedes Diner 854 023 057 oo Bolsa 63 530 413 13,66 DaimlerChrysler 3568 -1,33 SAN 7,79 -2,63
Eurovalor Bolsa Internac. 3822 -400 -080 Fonpenedes Euroborsa 100 356 433 -142 . oixa Dinero 6 601,01 0,00 - Danone 67,65 -1,24  SanPaolo Imi 907  -0,11
Eurovalor Dinero 157784 024 062 Fonpenedes Inversio 747014 030  ©oo i Dinero77 1347 002 017 Deutsche Bank 58,10  -0,19  Sanofi 54,10  -1,01
Eurovalor Mixto 15 7351 017 121  Fonpenedes Mixt Euroem. 1228 019 435 b caiva Futuro 21 686 -054 049 Deutsche Telekom 13,20 -1,79  Siemens 53,95 -1,89
Eurovalor Mixto 30 6944 -058 201 Fonpenedes Tecnologia 436 509 455 ¢ocaixa Internacional 1 0.35 - 135 EON-AG 58.44 -071  Societe Generale 6515  -0,69
Eurovalor mixto 70 257 -2,82 -1,7 Fonpenedes Variable Mixt 455 280 -0.64  pincaiva Mixto 25 734 -068 -019 Endesa 14,72 1,74  Suez Lyonn Eaux 16,10  -1,53
Eurovalor Renta Fija 617 006 074 CAIXA TARRAGONA Foncaixa Mixto 28 734 066 -016 Enel SPA 6,39 0,28  TEGCOMITMOB 434  -0,16
Eurovalor RF Corto 7728 027 089 Tarragonafons 1 711,95 024 059  Foncaixa Mixto 29 760 -048 281 ENIITL 16,31 0,09 Telefénica 11,67 -2,10
Eurovalor Sector Inmobil. 88,50 537 14,44  Tarragonafons 10 743 027 0,68 Foncaixa Mixto 38 696 -1,17 006 FortisNV 17,21 -1,54  Total Fina 155,30 -1,08
Eurovalor Tesoreria 81031 023 056 Tarragonafons 2 588 -2,00 -1,51  Foncaixa Mixto 42 730 -050 275 France Telecom 19,44 -0,87  Unicredit 3,94 0,03
BANCO SABADELL Tarragonafons 3 793 038 115  Foncaixa Patrimonio 16 848 003 1,03 Generali Assic 21,53 -0,14  Unilever Cert. 52,50 -0,85
Inversabadell 25 1563 -0,55 0,28 Tarragonafons 4 581 -3,65 -3,65 MAPFRE Iberdrola 16,94 -0,94 Vivendi (EX CGE) 20,31 -1,17
Inversabadell 50 485 -1,64 -0,83 Tarragonafons 5 7,59 0,26 0,66 Fondmanfre Bolsa 1858 -0,32 2,90 |ng Groep 1811 3 —0,93 VO'kSWagen Ag 32,68 '0,76
Invertecnocredit 593 -053 034 Iaragonafons Global 610 -1.77 049 pongmapfre Bolsa Europa 425 312 135
MB Divisas 1 720 -099 411 CAIXATERRASA Fondmapfre Diversificac. 980 095 197 'CURRENCIES AND INTEREST RATES |
MB Fondo 2 1537 -056 191 CT Diner 10,61 027 0,67  Fondmapfre Internacional 958,79 -1,32 2724
Sabadell Bonos Euro 1415 076 1,94  CT EUROFIX FIM 1043 019 084  Fondmapfre Rta. Mixto 724 -026 124 Currency per Euro MORTGAGE INTEREST RATE
Sabadell Dinero 979 025 061 CTEuromixt 25 973 -052 0,29
Sabadell Dolar Bolsa 611 -488 -768 CTEUROMIXT50 983 130 025 oy SN 1829 o019 ogs  >Dollr 1216 | 2004 Avg Rate
Sabadell Europa Bolsa 724 -478 -2,97  CT Euromixt 75 831 200 006 opo 2083 201 190 Sterling Pound 0,661 Banks 3,245
Sabadell Global 374 047 213 (T Global 100 656 -643 -0.01 y1cpiic nternacional 717 551 214 Japanese Yen 133,220 | Saving Banks 3,362
Sabadell Interes Euro 1 1782 012 063  caAJA MADRID MS Bolsaplus 1596 -482 004 Swiss Franc 1,533 | Avg.Credit Banks 3,307
Sabadell Interes Euro 3 1586 030 1,07  rondmadrid 153819 022 058  MS Dinerplus 140703 006 056 Swedesh Grown 9.203 CECA 4,625
Sabadell Ir?teres Euro 4 800 018 077 |\ ermadrid FT 1420 012 079 MS Divisa 850 -016 087 Danish Crown 7 436 Mibor 2,405
Solbank Dinero 819 024 060  agrig Bolsa 100 1028 115 -1,08  MS Euro Acciones 622 -363 160 . ' Euribor 2,404
Solbank Interes Euro 12,67 010 057  \jadrid Bolsa Activa 667 014 059 MS Euro Deuda 784 052 173 Norwegian Crown 8,507
BANKINTER Madrid Bolsa Europea 514 -341 -085 MS Euro Global 734 110 117 Canadian dollar 1,604
BK Bolsa Euribex 1.657,48 -230 039  Madrid Deuda Ft 1063 027 1,28  MS Euro Seleccion 719 -374 296 Austr.Dollar 1,711 | MIBOR
BK Bolsa Internacional 582,00 009 049 Madrid Premiere 12,73 042 1,57  MS Fondo 23,59 022 1,18 NewZelandDollar 1,906 . . . .
BK Dinero 121621 024 064  Plusmadrid 25 6,38 -066 051  MS Fondo 19 16,81 -1.80 0.81 Polish Zloty 4441 Termini Mitjia ~ Maxim  Minim
BK Fondo Fijo 22,05 -042 069 Plusmadrid 50 557 1,61 -0,39  MS Fondo 25 87891 0,08 076 - : 1 setmana 2,05%  2,06%  2,04%
BK Mixto Espa a 50 115698 1,19 1,13  Plusmadrid Int.50 775 -293 056 MS Fondos Agresivo 793 -314 252 Hung.Floris 249,030 | Tmeg 204% 204  2,04%
BK Mixto Europa 20 6775 065 017 caja MANRESA MS Fondos Conservador 973 089 185  Eslov.Crown 39,942 | 9 mesos 209%  209%  2,09%
BK Renta V. Europea 4592 -7.38 -630  (aixa Manresa Mundiborsa 20,85 -379 -1,10 MS Fondos Moderado 868 -219 215  Czech. Crown 31,557 | 3 mesos 21%  212%  21%
Fondo Telefonico CP 98258 032 081 chivamanresa Op.Globals 2237 000 238 MSS Asian Equity A 1442 -283 -399 Cyprus Pound 0,582 | 6 mesos - - -
BANKPYME Cem Tesoreria 741 044 1,16  MSSEuropean Eq Growth B 809 -560 -3.11 1an _ _ _
Bankpyme Comunicaciones 542 -887 -631  Eurocem 6,22 -472 -1,85 MSS Global Brands A 3062 -4,07 454 Eston.Crown 15857 .
Bankpyme Eurovalor 512 -323 -099 Fonmanresa 155611 0531 080 MSS Global Sm Cap Val A 1971 -3,76 9,50
Bankpyme Multifix 25 RV 1348 001 127  |nvermanresa 1599 -006 147 MSS Global Value Eq A 2785 462 277  SPANISH STOCKS IN THE WORLD
Bankpyme Swiss 18,79 -2,63 -0,02 Invermanresa 2 944 045 241 SCH New York
Bankpyme Top Class 75 RY 935353 049 cam (CAJA DEL MEDITERRANEO) Banesto Bolsas Lurcpes 464 345 261 ¢k Last Min.Year Max.Year  Prev.Close
BBVA CAM Bolsa Indice 567 -1.96 320 Banesto Dinero 1541 007 028 - 1250 3433 5167 314
BBVA Biofarma 501,68 -598 0,48  GAM Dinero 1 117783 024 061 Banesto Especial Dinero 733 032 087 BscH 9.46 8.35 2.40 957
BBVA Bolsa Europa 61,02 -232 058 CAM Dinero Plus 925,88 037 070 Banesto Especial RF 779 035 128 Repsol 21,39 15,86 2,58 21,41
BBVA Bolsa Internacional 1148 423 065 CAM High Yield 708 018 178 Banesto Especial RV 526 275 332 fndma 1 i 2. 1813
BBVA Bolsa Japon 371 -499 671  CAMMixto 25 557,07 -055 1,04 Banesto Fons. Cat. Mixt 1077 -029 028 pgpp : 12.83 10.21 1455 12.84
BBVA Bono 2000 A 1.08088 057 078  CAM Mixto Variable Europa 819 -477 -1,51 Banesto Mixto Extra 578 -112 -0.37 Pari
BBVA Bonos USA 10,65 -1,50 2,88 DEUTSCHE BANK Banesto Mixto Fijo 2 6,39 -0,66 -0,35 aris
BBVA Crecimiento Europa 6,81 -1,87 -028 DB Acciones 1797 037 535 BCH Acmgnes 1046 -1,66 3,65 smck/ . Last Min.Year Max.Year  Prev.Close
BBVA Dinero 190368 021 056 Capital 1 744 022 037 BCH Fond!mo 1 1.790,97 026 0,62 'éel;fon:ca 1;9411 3335 ;ggg H 61
BBVA Fonbolsa Int.G 1138 000 009  ppeapital2 730 047 024 BCHFondimo2 147676 022 060 5. Fopular o R 2350 5040
BBVA Mix 80 A 53099 105 116 pp Diner 117865 026 067 BCH Int. Acmonr@ 9055 -508 1,18
BBVA Multfondo Dinamic. 51360 -3.82 388 pp piner I 86240 025 (0gp BCH Interes Diario 775 002 011 Frankfurt
BBVA Plan Renta 104472 012 137 pp Europa bolsa 718 =210 o040 BcH Int‘ernet : 2963 -911 -918  stock Last Min.Year Max.Year  Prev.Close
BBVA RF Largo 1383 029 1.04  pgvixa 1761 004 237 BCH Mixto Iberoamerica 72,86 -0,76 -0,46 ‘;eleférllica 1; E: 12;2 g gg 1;?6
BBVA Small Caps Europa 702 1,05 1732 [ Norteamerica Bolsa 505 133 018 :g: E::?ACC = g; gi ? ;5 133; Repso L2 2% 522 e
CAIXA CATALUNYA GAESCO BSN Banif Acc. Eure ce6 42 205 BBA 10,57 8,91 1,45 10,81
Caixa Cat. Borsa 5 581 -0,86 034 . - .
. : Cahispa Multifondo 5656 639 213 SN Banif Acciones Emerg. 54,51 -12,44 -3,77
Cona Cal. Buisa Europea 389 254 251 catalunya Fons 1340 -0.79 817  BSN Banif Acciones Japon 27975 -476 8,30
Caixa Cat. Borsa Usa 324 -164 149 Eurofondo 1151 -3.02 230 . *
Caixa Cat. Dinero 181192 014 063 : BSN Banif Dinero 181696 029 071 METALS |
- Gaesco Fondo de Fondos 575 -588 254 BN BanifSILA 10,02 049 197
Caixa Cat. Global 175 013 033 Gaesc0 Multinacional 4155 887 -834  Eyiadinero Banesto 4400 021 o056 Basic Metals $/Tm. Market Price
Gaixa Cat. Index 806089 485 Gagscoquant 307 -889 -637  gant. A Eleccion 61507 -062 138 Aluminium London 1.652,00
Caixa Cat. Inversio 2 439 -214 -240 N : R Conper London 2.758 00
Caixa Cat. Patrimoni 780 018 059 [BERCAJA Sonl. Ac018 206 828 248 0D '
Caixa Gat Patrimoni Plus 753 023 o076 Ibercaia Ahorro 1615 023 065 Sant. Acciones Europeas 1135 290 o012 Tin London 8.640,00
Caixa Cat. Plus 784 017 o072 |bercaia Bolsa Europa 459 -399 -024  Sant. Dinero FT. 1.25953 020 048 Nickel London 13.950,00
Caiva Cat. Previsio 1804 057 155 Ibercaia Bolsa Internac. 580 637 -344  SantGrowth 599 004 081 Lead London 937,00
Caixa Cat Sanitat 457 413 66 Ibercaia Euro 6,88 034 227 Sant. Indice 1,70 1,77 406 Zinc London 961,00
Caixa Cat. Telecomunic. 194 512 -530 Ibercaja Renta Internac. 496 -240 1,00 Sant. Rentabilidad Europa 64856 029 077 Preci Metals $/ounze Market Price
Ibercaja Sec.Inmobiliario 1031 -0.23 10,45 SCH Euroindice 579 -389 -1.09 Goid London 421,80
CAIXA GIRONA «LA CAIXA» SCH Japon 2946 -4.93 982  pyjagium London 326,00
Caixairona Estalvi 1029014037 " 7Mixto Internacional 925 -139 (025 SCHMixtoRenta Fja90/10 1046 -019 028  gjjygr London 8,10
Caixagirona Euromixt 20 816 007 154 ] . - SCH Selec.Fds Global 481 574 060 - ’
Caixagirona Euromixt 40 631 019 145 Fonc. 18 RV Mixto Internacional 8,12 -1,40 024 Platimun London 906,00
Caixagirona Global 603 -2.99 176 Fonc.64 Pat.BoI..lnd.Euro 461 -133 0,76 Crude Oil (euros) Market Price
Caixagirona Monetari 205 002 011 Fonc.§5 Bol Indice.Esp 458 -054 333 Brent London 39,17
Fonraixa A Patr 50 RV K84 -132 048
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Now Relax

At Morgan Stanley we keep on working for your peace of mind
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Spain’s Santander to buy Abbey
National for 15 billion dollars

As Europe’s first big cross-border buyout, the deal could set a precedent for other banks

REUTERS,LONDON/MADRID

Spain’s Santander Central Hispano
struck Europe’s biggest cross-bor-
der bank takeover deal on Monday,
agreeing to buy Britain’s Abbey Na-
tional for about 15.1 billion dollars.

The deal, which is serial acquirer
Santander’s biggest ever takeover,
would give it the sixth-largest bank
in Europe’s biggest consumer credit
market and one of the world’s most
profitable banking sectors. Abbey,
the second biggest UK mortgage
lender, has 741 branchesand 18 mil-
lion customers.

“Abbey’s leading position in the
UK mortgage market, combined
with its strong distribution net-
work, represents for Banco Santan-
derand Abbeyshareholdersa value-
creating opportunity,” Chairman
Emilio Botin said in a statement.
Santander said it expected 560 mil-
lion euros of cost savings and reven-
ue gains by the third year after com-
pletion, whichisexpected before the
end of 2004. “This is the first big
cross-border deal in Europe and it’s
going to be eagerly watched,” said
analyst Peter Thorne at private bank
Pictet.

If Santander can make big cost
cuts, the takeover logic could prove
attractive for other big European
banks, Thorne said. The perceived
lack of cost savings from combining
banks in different countries has
been one of the main bars to along-
awaited wave of cross-border Euro-
pean bank mergers. “Santander has
proven to be extremely efficient, es-
pecially on the cost savings side,”

Emilio Botin, chairman of Santander Central Hispano, and LukmanArnold, chairman of Abbey National / eFe

said Mauro Carli, a senior analyst at
private bank Lombard Odier Darier
Hentsch. “In general, Santander
pays a strong price but they succeed
in reducing costs.” Buying Abbey
could also make the Spanish bank
less reliant on its extensive Latin
American interests, Carli said.

“They have a very high presence in
terms of capital in Latin America,
where the return is too low and the
risk premium too high.” But some
are skeptical that Santander will be
able to make the British deal pay off.
Abbey has posted two years of losses
after writing off billions of pounds

of risky assets and past acquisitions.
The bank’s core retail banking busi-
ness is struggling with shrinking
margins and disappointing mort-
gage and savings revenues as man-
agement tries to revive the business
after years of neglect under the pre-
viousregime.

BBV A profitrise of 16%
attributed to Latin
Americanbusiness

EFE, MADRID

Global banking group BBVA have
announced net profits of 1,355 mil-
lion euros for the first half of the
year, 16.1% more than during the
same period in 2003. In surpassing
the analysts’ predictions of 11%, the
bank attributes the rise in income to
favourable business developmentin
South America. The bankalso point
to, “the sustained acceleration of
profitable activity in Spain and the
extremely positive results in whole-
salebanking.”

Until June, all margins increased
rates of growth, and in the case of the
net operating margin a rise of 7.7%
was achieved, representing 2,670
million euros. Gross operating in-
come was 5,443 million euros, arise
of 1.8% despite a fall of 32% (274
million euros) in results from finan-

cial operations. An increase of 3.3%
(1,650 million) in charges also con-
tributed to improvement in busi-
ness. This improvement, which in-
cludesasecond quarter record prof-
it of 688 million euros, is based on
a cut of 16.8% in general adminis-
trative costsfollowingareductionin
personnel costs of 3.1% (1,579 mil-
lion). There were improvements in
all margins of wholesale and invest-
ment banking, accounting for
26.7%, or 277 million euros, in
termsofnet profit.

These first six months also saw a
fall in default rates from 1.59% to
1,11%. Such positive results have al-
lowed the second largest banking
group in Spain in terms of stock
market capitalization to raise divi-
dends by 11.1%, while profit per
shareroseby 10.6%.
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PSC congressvote
reinstates Salaonthe
executive committee

ROBERTKIMPLETON

Josep Maria Sala, who was sen-
tenced to two years in prison in the
Filesapolitical scandal, hasreturned
to the Catalan Socialist Party’s
(PSC) executive committee, where
he served before being convicted in
1997.

Sala went to the Can Brians pris-
on for falsifying documents and
criminal association in matters of
Spanish Socialist Party (PSOE) fi-
nancing, but was freed a month later
after an appellate court decision.
Since leaving prison, he has been an
important yet discrete figure in the
PSCin charge of relations and nego-
tiations with business entities.

PSCofficialshad beenlooking for
a way to ease him back into the po-
litical limelight without damaging
the party’s reputation, but could

-
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Josep Maria Salawas convictedin1997

find no other way to go about it
other than a direct vote in the party
congress last weekend, where his re-
instatement was approved by an 82
per centmargin.

GESCARTERACASE
HSBCclientswere Spanish

A swiss commission investigating
the 2001 Gescartera scandal has de-
termined that the 138 secret bank
accounts in the Hong Kong and
Shanghai Banking Corporation
(HSBC) belonged to clients of the
bank’s Spanish subsidiary and nota
Swiss subsidiary, according to testi-
mony given by HSBC manager Di-
dier Peclard. In reality, there were
163 such secret accounts, although
only 138 were activated. “The Ma-
drid HSBC sent clients to us for the
accounts numbered 1 to 163,” said
Peclard. “When therequestsarrived
to Geneva, we gave theman account
number from one of our (local)
banks.” He also said that in Geneva
there was a cross-indexed list of
HSBC accounts in Geneva and their
corresponding accounts in Madrid.
The scandal originated from a
stockbroker firm Gescartera, which
wentbroke causing more than 2,000
people to lose their investment
money. HSBC replaced two senior
executives after the scandal broke,
but has never been accused of any
directinvolvement.

SPAIN

Foreign debtincreases by 17%
The Spanish foreign debt to other
euro zone countries and the rest of
the world reached 807.5 billion eu-
ros at the end of the first quarter of
this year, 16.5 per cent higher than
the same period the previous year,
according to figures released by the
Bank of Spain which were made
public yesterday by Europa Press
newsagency.

TOURISM

Pricewar discouraged

The general secretary of tourism
Raimon Martinez Fraile says that
Spain should not try to bolster its
troubled hotel sector by waging a
price war with developing countries
suchas Turkey, Egyptor Croatia. He
says the best strategy for Spain is to
promote Spain as a country that of-
fers quality tourism for middle and
high-income travellers. A price war,
he said, would be detrimental to all
concerned. He said that in order to
capture this market, local hotel
managers would have to work to
make the management and espe-
cially promotional practices more
effective. A large part of the promo-
tion would be emphasising what
Spain has to offer that other coun-
tries don’t, citing citizen safety as
one example. “We live in a safe
country where you can go out for a
walk at ten in the evening without
worrying,” he said. He also sugges-
ted improving the quality of bea-
ches, cityenvironmentsand services
andrenovatinghotel facilities.

GERMANY

Inflation on therise

The consumer price index in Ger-
many went up 0.3 per cent in July
compared to May, while interann-
ual inflation was set at 1.8 per cent,
according to preliminary data pub-
lished yesterday by the Federal Stat-
istics Office. The interannual infla-
tion rate in June had been 1.7 per
cent before the figures for July had
beenreleased.
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Cellist, composer and republican
Pau Casals’ 24th festival begins

Though Casals first heard the cello at 11, hegave his first cello recital only three years later

MICHAELBUNN
The Pau Casals international cham-
ber music festival in the French
town of Prada (Conflent), which
was established by the great Catalan
cellist twenty-four years ago, runs
from July through Augusteveryyear
and features some of the finest mu-
sicians in this field in the world.
Pau Casals was born in Vendrell,
Catalonia, and legend has it that he
was conceived when Brahms began
his B-flat major quartet (of which
Casals owns the original manu-
script) and that he was born when
Brahms completed its composition.
His father, the parish organist
and choirmaster in Vendrell, gave
his son instruction in piano, violin
and organ, butwhen the young Cas-
als was 11 he heard the cello and de-
cided to he wanted to play the in-
strument. His mother took him to
Barcelona to study, and his progress
was nothing short of prodigious,
giving his first solo recital in Barce-
lonaattheage of 14. The great Span-
ish composer Albéniz heard him
play and introduced him to Queen
Maria Cristina’s private secretary,
and Casals was given a royal stipend
for composition study.
Hewentonto playfor Queen Vic-
toria and then made his first tour of
the USA in 1901. With the outbreak
of the Spanish Civil War, Casals
moved to France, being an ardent
Republican, vowing never to return
to Spain until democracy had been
restored. He settled in the French
village of Prada, on the Spanish

A

The Museu Pau Casalsisamuseumdedicated tothe great cellistand composer, located inthe town of his birth / jubITFERNANDEZ

frontier. So fiercewashisopposition
to the Franco regime that he de-
clined to appear in any countries
that recognized the totalitarian
Spanish government, only making
an exception when he was invited to
perform at the White House in 1961

by President John Kennedy, whom
headmired.

In 1950 he resumed his career as
conductor and cellist at the Prada
festival (which was originally organ-
ised in commemoration of the Bi-
centennial of the death of Bach. He

led hislast Prada festival in 1966, af-
ter which he moved to Puerto Rico
(his mother’s birthplace). He died
in 1973 in Puerto Rico, though in
1979, after the death of Franco, his
body was disinterred and laid to rest
inhisbeloved Catalonia.

Cataloniatohave Europe’s first museum
dedicated to 50 years of the hlstory ofrock

MICHAELBUNN

It was announced yesterday that
Catalonia is to have the first mu-
seum entirely dedicated to rock mu-
sic in Europe. The museum, which
will be over 4,000 square metres in
size, has not yet been granted a fixed
location, though mooted sites in-
clude the old Les Arenes bull ring in
Barcelona or the nearby city of
Mataro.

The museum will feature a per-
manent exhibition of objects taken
from the last 50 years of the history
of rock, such as a first pressing of
Rock Around the Clock, recorded
by Bill Haley in 1954. In addition,
the complex will also contain a wide
range of documentary archives, in-

cluding press cuttings from the big-
gest concerts performed in Spain
and Portugal and bound collections
of music magazines. The museum
will also be a venue for interviews
and round tables musicians, as well
as for concerts, presentations, char-
ityeventsand auctions.

Emblematic groups from the his-
tory of rock such as the Beatles and
the Rolling Stones will have their
own rooms, with information on
the band members and the history
of the groups. Jordi Tardd, who is
the driving force behind the idea of
a rock museum in Catalonia hopes
that the final location for the mu-
seum wil be decided within the next
twelve months.
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Themuseumwillinclude aspecialroom dedicated entirelytothe Beatles / ELPUNT

4th musicfestival underway
Tomorrow night, the pianist Rainer
Maria Klaas will be performing at
the 4th Sant Pere de Rodes music
festival, which takes place in the
eponymous monastery. Klaas’ con-
certswillbein two parts, the first fea-
turing four sonatas by Scarlatti and
Catalan composer Pare A. Soler, fol-
lowed by a variety of “water music”
- light pieces by Franz Liszt, Ravel
and Debussy. The second part of the
concert will include seven study
pieces by Chopin and finally three
movements from Stravinsky’s bal-
lets. This festival, which runs from
18 July to 22 August, specialises in
chamber music and piano concerts,
and has featured some of the most
famoussoloistsin theworld, includ-
ing the Czech pianist Martin Kasik.
One concert particularly worthy of
mention is next Saturday’s homage
to the Catalan politician Ernest
Lluch, who was murdered two years
ago by Eta. The guitarist Jaume Tor-
rent will be performing works by
Catalan composer Ferran Sor.
Meanwhile, one of the most eager-
ly-looked-forward-to concerts in
this festival will take place on 15 Au-
gust, when the renowned Belgian
pianist Kornelia Ogorkowna will be
playing a concert for piano and or-
chestra by Chopin, though in a
quintet version accompanied by the
Chartres Quartet.

Russian maestros perform

The Russian pianist Oxana Yablon-
skaya and her compatriot the cellist
Dmitry Yablonsky will be opening
the 7th Puigcerda festival tonight,
together with Eduard Wulfson (vi-
olin) and Alex Volchonok (clari-
net); theywill be performing two so-
natas by Beethoven and a trio for
clarinet, cello and piano by Brahms.
The festival of Puigcerda was first
held in summer 1998 thanks to ef-
forts by the Russian cellist Yablons-
ky, who has lived in the region for
many years, and has organized the
festival every year. The event also
enjoys the support of Puigcerda city
council.

Dali fakes found

The Finnish police have found a
hundred works by Salvador Dali
which are believed to be fakes in an
art gallery in Helsinki. The works
were discovered following a police
investigation which has resulted in
the seizing of five hundred works by
the artist. Most of these paintings
were being exhibited in a Helsinki
gallery on the occasion of the cen-
tenary of the artist’s birth. Subse-
quently the police found more “Da-
lis” in a workshop, of which it is cal-
culated that one hundred are fakes.
The Finnish police has sent photo-
graphs of the works to the Fundacié
Gala Dali in order to determine
whether they are dealing with items
thatare genuine or fakes.
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Onthewayinandonthe wayout — Edmilson could be playing forthe Catalan club next seasonifhisteam Olympique agree onadeal, while Marc Overmars is leaving Barca after fouryears / EFEand LLUIS CRUSET

It’sall over for Overmars

Despite being Bar¢a’s most expensive-ever player, he never regained the sparkling form he had showed at Arsenal

MICHAELBUNN
Yesterday marked the end of an era
at Barcelona football club when
Marc Overmars, the last of the tuli-
panes (or “tulips” — the Culés nick-
name for their Dutch players), an-
nounced that he would be hanging
uphisbootsasaresultofa persistent
knee injury which has troubled him
forseveral years.
Thirty-one-year-old Overmars
said “my knee has caused me alot of
problems and I can no longer play
atthelevel thatIwant”. He willleave
Barcelonawithoutanyrecompense,
despite havinga year left on his con-
tract. A winger with a dazzling turn

of pace, he was part of the 1995 Ajax
team who won the Champions Lea-
gue, before moving to Arsenal, with
whom he won the League and FA
cupdoublein 1998.

When Marc Overmars came to
Barga in 2000, his knee was already
troubling him, and he had already
undergone a long layoff at Arsenal
owing to this injury, but for some
reason this was not taken into ac-
count by the Gaspart regime, who
promptly made him the most ex-
pensive signing in Barcelona his-
tory, at a staggering cost of 36 mil-
lion euros.

However, hefailed to produce the

sort of eye-catching form he had
regularly displayed at Arsenal, and
in fact during the last two years he
has onlyaveraged 30 minutes on the
pitch per game, after which he has
needed substitution. Even so, dur-
ing those 30 minutes he has occa-
sionally shown the amazingacceler-
ation, ball control and passing abil-
ity which once made him arguably
the best Dutch player of his gen-
eration.

His departure will help to allevi-
ate Barcelona’s finances, as his
weekly salarywas determined byan-
other of Gaspart’s over-generous
contracts. Current President Lapor-

ta said about Overmars’ announce-
ment, “We are enormously grateful
for his sincerity and for the dignified
act of the player.” Meanwhile, La-
portahasexpressed his desire tosign
acentral defender, and now that the
deal with Zaragoza’s Milito looks
lesslikely, vice president Sandro Ro-
sell met this weekend with the man-
agement of French club Olympique
Lyonto discuss signing the Brazilian
player Edmilson. Speaking to the
press yesterday, Laporta said “We
are just beginning negotiations to
sign Edmilson. We like him a lot: he
is multi-talented and he would give
strength to the team”. Meanwhile,

Edmilsonwasless guarded in his de-
clarations to the press, saying “I am
convinced thatlam goingtobesign-
ing for Barcelona next week. There
are a few obstacles, but I hope they
can be resolved”. The “obstacle” is
the 12 million euros that Olympique
are asking for him, though Barcelo-
na are hoping to lower the price.

The Barcelona squad is currently
preparing to leave for their tour in
the Far East, where they will be play-
ing three friendly matches in South
Korea, China and Japan; the club is
hoping to net around five million
euros on this tour through sports
marketing and broadcasting rights.

Armstrongthe magnificent fails
tosurmount American stigma

MICHAELBUNN
Like it or not, the first man to have
won six Tours de France is from a
country whose international popu-
larity is at an all-time low. Admit-
tedly, Armstrong has made an effort
tobeslightly “European” — helives
much of the year in Girona and he
has even learned basic French, the
language of many of his teammates.
However, it must have been with
mixed feelings that he received a
message from unpopular fellow
Texan George W Bush after his vic-
tory on Sunday. Bush called Arm-
strong’s achievement “awesome”,

and of course, it is: he has not only
won six Tours, he has won them
back-to-back. Add to that the story
ofhis cancer recovery, and you have
the perfectsportinglegend.

Even so, many see his nationality
as a sticking point, and on several
Tour stages he hasbeen subjected to
verbal abuse. “What sort of cham-
pion do these people want?” Arm-
strong has asked in exasperation.
Perhaps what he should have done
was to go the whole hog six years ago
— marry a European and adopt her
nationality. Then the legend would
havebeen perfectly complete.
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Concerts

BARCELONA

»La Pedrera. Fundacié Caixa Catalunya.
Music from aroundthe world, as partofthe cy-
cle of concerts The Pedrera by Night. Proven-
¢a, 261. Friday and Saturday, 9.30 pm-12pm.
Tickets: 10 euros (refreshments included).
Until August 28th. Telephone: 902400973
»Jamboree. Jazz concert by Raul Reverter
Quartet. At11:00 pm. PlagaReial, 17.

»Jazz Si Club. Pop, rock and blues jam ses-
sion coordinated by Laila, David "Sam” and
Jaime Julian. At 8:00 pm. Requesens, 2.
»La Boite. Funk and blues jam session coor-
dinated by Michel Clavero. At 11:00 pm. Di-
agonal,477.

»London Bar. Jazz concert by Miquel Garces
Quartet. At 12:30 am. Nou de la Rambla, 34.
»Los Tarantos. Flamenco concert by Juan
Cortés, Sara Flores and guest artists. At 8:30
pm.PlagaReial, 17.

»Los Tarantos. Jazzjam session by Pablo Ga-
lak.At12:00am. PlagaReial, 17.

»Moog. Concert by DJs Robert X and Purpur.
At1:00am. Arc del Teatre, 3.

»Sala Caja Madrid. Concert by Christoph
Rahn, double bass, and Anna Camudas, pia-
no.At7:30 pm.PlagaCatalunya, 9.

»Sidecar. Concert by El misterio del gusano
and Mr. Sevi. As part of Brazuca’s Sessions.
At10:30 pm. Heures, 4-6.

»Teatreneu - Sala Xavier Fabregas. Concert
by Muhel. At8:00 pm. Terol, 26.

BLANES

»Església de Santa Maria. Concert by Bar-
celona Guitar Ensemble. As part of Festival de
guitarra espanyola a la costa. At 8:00 pm.
TARRAGONA

»City Walls. Concert by Duet Serra Huertas,
clarinet and piano. As part of /il Cicle de Con-
certsales Muralles. At10:00 pm.

TERRASSA

»Can Jofresasports grounds. Concertby Da-
vid Bisbal. At9:30 pm.

»Nova Jazz Cava. Jam session by Xavier Fig-
uerolaand guestartists. At 10:30 pm.

Children

BARCELONA

»Artenbrut Teatre. Children’s play Los Lun-
nis. July 27th and 28th. At 7:00 pm. Perill, 9.
GIRONA

»Biblioteca Just Casero. Va de por, child-
ren’s stories told by Va de Contes. At5:30 pm.
»Museu del Cinema. Animation film screen-
ingAnimac mobil2004. At5:30 pm.

Opera

BARCELONA

»GranTeatre del Liceu. Giulio Cesare by Ger-
og Friedrich Handel. Mon to Fri, 8:30 pm. Sun,
5 pm. Tickets: 7,25-149 euros. Rambles,
51-59.

Theatre

BARCELONA

»Teatre Apolo. Amory fuego, by Manolo Car-
rasco (pianist). Tues 9:30 pm, Wed6and 9:30
pm, Thurs 9:30 pm, Fri 10 pm, Saturdays 7:30
and 10:30 pm, Sunday 7 pm. Tickets: 18-24
euros. Until August 1st. Paral-lel 59.

»Teatre Borras. Dreamers by Gemelos Lom-
bard. Tues to Sat 9:30 pm. Sun 7:30 pm. Until
August 1st.PI. Urquinaona, 9.

»Teatre Nou Tantarantana. Diktat, by Enzo
Corman. Wedto Sat9 pm, Sun 7 pm. Until Au-

Recommended | v.toror

Peter Brook brings Bokar’s story at Teatre Grec

® The British director Peter Brook tells the
story of Tierno Bokar, a humble, wise man from
Africa living in a country shaken up by co-
lonialism and destroyed by internal violence.
The new performance, which has recently de-
buted at Duisburg (Germany), will be featuring
in Barcelona’s Mercat de les Flors until 4 August,
as part of Forum-Grec 2004. Tierno Bakar is

Stories of one for all on
the Haima Stage

® Cuentos de uno para todos is a show which
includes storytelling for adults, teenagers and
children from different parts of the world (Mexi-
co, Costa Rica, Spain, Tunisia, United States).
The stories will be told by Moisés Mendelewicz
according to the type of audience and the various
circumstance arising. The great storyteller is
accompanied by Rosa Robles Quartet, in a show
mixing various musical genres such as jazz, soul,
bolero and tango. Haima Stage, until 1 August.

based on the book The sage of Bandiagara, by
Amadou Hampaté Ba, and adapted by Ma-
rie-Hélene Estienne who, rather than focusing
on the exotic and African folklore, is more in-
terested in “pure human relationships”, as Brook
said. The play basically deals with the power
of both violence and tolerance and features
African, British, French and Japanese actors.

Josep Costa brings the 4os
copla hits at La Paloma

® Nowadays the copla often evokes the pseu-
do-culture of Spanish “cafi” society during Fran-
co dictatorship. But in spite of that, some singers
such as Quintero, Leén, and Quiroga created
songs with a huge social impact, manly thanks
to radio influence. La Paloma is hosting until
28 July El vino en un barco, a show by Josep
Costa and with Xavier Torras as a musical di-
rector, which aims to recuperate these old hits.

C/ del Tigre, 27. 93 317 79 94.

gust 22nd. Tickets: 13-16 euros. Flors, 22.
Tel.934417022.

»Teatre Tivoli. Fama. El musical Wed to Fri
9:30 pm, Sat 6:30 and 10 pm, Sun 6:30 pm.
Tickets: 20-30euros. Casp 8.

»Teatre Victoria. Torero by Antonio Canales.
Tues to Thurs 9:30 pm. Fri 10 pm. Sat 7:30
and 10 pm. Sun 7:30 pm. Tickets: 20-30 eu-
ros. Until August 1st. Paral-lel, 67. Tel. 93 443
2929.

»Versus Teatre. The backroom by Cia. Raka-
ta. Wed to Sat 10:30 pm. Sun 8:30 pm. Until
August 29th. Tickets: 16 euros. Castillejos,
179.Tel. 9323231 84.

»Versus Teatre. La pentamorfosis de Kafka
by Ever Blanchet. Wed to Sat 8:30 pm, Sun
6:30 pm. Until August 1st. Tickets: 12 euros.
Castillejos, 179.Tel. 9323231 84.

Miscellaneous

BARCELONA

»Espai Jove de I'Eixample. Film screening
Amanece, que no es poco. Dir.: José Luis
Cuerda. As part of Cicle de Cine Forum. At
10:00 pm. AliBei, 120.

GIRONA

»Museu del Cinema. Screening of a selection
of the best "making off” documentaries. From
10:00amt08:00 pm.

PALAMOS

»Museu de la Pesca. La ruta maritima Josep
Pla. Excursion on typical Catalan boat. Every-
day until August31st. At10:30am.
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Exhibitions

BARCELONA

»Macba - Museu d’Art. Arte y utopia: la ac-
cion restringida. Works by Picasso, Braque,
Duchamp and Rauschenberg. Until Septem-
ber 12th. Tickets: 4-7 euros. Macba, PI. An-
gels, 1.

»CaixaForum. Exhibition Estarem segurs
mentretotes moguiby Doug Aitken. Until Sep-
tember 26th. Av. Marqués de Comillas, 6-8.
»CaixaForum. Abséncia puablica. by Javier
Penafiel. Until October 3rd. Closed on Mon-
days. Av. Marques de Comillas, 6-8.

»Centre d’Art Santa Monica. 76 factures, by
Maria Eichhom. Until September 26th. Rbla.
SantaMonica, 7.

»CCCB. Pascal Comelade i la seva orquestra
d’instruments dejoguina. Aselection of 32toy
instruments. Free entrance. Closed on Mon-
days. Until August22nd. Montalegre, 5.
»Centre Cultural Caixa Catalunya. £/ Cos i e/
cosmos. Artescultoric del Méxic precolombi.
Until October 10th. Provenga261-265.
»Centre d’Art Centre Monica. Apparent Phe-
nomena, by Joao Tabarra. Until September
26th.Rbla. SantaMonica, 7.

»Centre d’Art Santa Monica. Borrowed
Scenery (enriched seminaturalistic enclo-
sure) by Florian Gottke. Free entrance. Until
September26th. Rbla. SantaMonica, 7.
»Col-legi d’Arquitectes. Photograph exhibi-
tion La primera mirada. Closed on Sundays.
Until September 15th. PlagaNova, 5.

»Espai Caja Madrid. Cuando los comics se
llamaban tebeos. Orginal comic works from
the 50s and 60s. Until August 12th.
»Fundacio Joan Mird. Manifest groc. Dali,
Gasch, Montanya i I'antiart. Until September
26th. Parc de Montjuic. Tickets: 3,6 euros.
Closed on Mondays. Tel. 93 443 94 70.
»Institut Frances. Boyzone. Imatges del cos,
by Clarisse Hahn . Closed on Saturdays and
Sundays. Until September22nd. Moia, 8. Free
entrance. Tel. 935427171.

»La Capella. Exhibition Qubrum onBarcelona
city configuration. Until September 26th.
Closed onMondays. Hospital, 56.

»Manuel Mayoral Gallery. Dali. Les inquie-
tuds d’un geni. QOil paintings, drawings. Until
July 31st. Closed on Sundays and Mondays.
Consellde Cent286.

»Mnac. Festins, rituals, cerimonies. Ancient
bronze works from Shangai. Tickets: 4,20.
Closed on Mondays. Until September 12th.
Palau Nacional de Montjuic. Tel. 9322 03 60.
»Museu d’Arqueologia. D’Hércules a Super-
man. Gods and heroes of the Greek and Ro-
man mythology. Closed on Mondays. Until
November 1st. Tickets: 2,40 euros. Pg. Santa
Madrona39-41.Tel.934246577.
»Museude Ciencies Naturals. £/ Museu Mar-
torell, 125 anys de ciéncies naturals (1878-
2003). Tickets: 3,5 euros. Until December
31st. Pg. Picasso s/n. Tel. 93 319 68 95.
»Museu de les Arts Decoratives. Ob-
jectes/Subjectes. A vision of Barcelona’s de-

CULTURAL CENTRES

Articket. www.articketbcn.es

MACBA (Museu d’Art Gontemporani de
Barcelona). Plaga dels Angels. Tel. 93
412 08 10. www.macba.es

CCCB. (Centre de Cultura
Contemporania de Barcelona).
Montalegre 5. Tel. 93 306 41 00.
www.cccb.es

Fundacié Joan Miré. Parc de Montjuic,
s/n. Tel. 93 443 94 70.
www.ben.fimiro.es

Fundacié Antoni Tapies. Aragd 255.
Tel. 934 870 315.
www.fundaciotapies.org

Palau Robert (Catalan Information
Centre) aims to provide all the
information needed to enable residents
and visitors alike to get to know
Catalonia. Passeig de Gracia, 107. Tel.
93233 8091.
www10.gencat.net/probert/angles

Gran Teatre del Liceu (Opera House).
La Rambla, 51-59. Tel. 93 485 99 00.
www.liceubarcelona.com.

L’Auditori. Lepant, 150. Tel 93 247 93
00. L'Auditori, opened in 1999, is the
city's new cultural complex in Barcelona
and one of the most popular musical
venues in the country. www.auditori.org

Museu Picasso. Montcada, 15-23. Tel
933196310. www.museupicasso.bcn.es

La Pedrera (Casa Mila). Provenca, 261 .
Tel 902 400 973.

Museu d’Historia de Catalunya. PI. de
Pau Vila, 3 (Palau de Mar). Tel. 93 225
47 00193 225 47 26 | 93 225 47 32.
www.mhcat.net

Museu Egipci de Barcelona (Egyptian
Museum). Valencia, 284. Tel. 93 488 01
88. www.fundclos.com

MNAC (Museu Nacional d’Art de
Catalunya). Palau Nacional, Parc de
Montjuic. 93 622 03 76. www.mnac.es.

Museu Maritim. Av. de les Drassanes
s/n. Tel. 933 429 920.
www.diba.es/mmaritim/english/index.htm

Teatre Nacional de Catalunya. PI. de
les Arts, 1. Tel 933 06 57 06. Ticket
sales: 902 33 22 11 or
WWW.Servicaixa.com

Caixaforum. Avda. Marqués de
Comillas, 6-8. Tel. 93 476 86 00.

Sagrada familia.
www.sagrafafamilia.org

Museu del Ferrocarril (Railway
Museum). Pl Eduard Maristany,
Vilanova i la Geltrd. 93 815 84 91.
www.ffe.es/vilanova

Museu del Cinema. C/Séquia, 1, 17001
Girona. Tel. 972 412 777.
www.museudelcinema.org

Museu del Call. C/Forga, , 8, 17004
Girona. Tel. 972 21 67 61.
callgirona@ajgirona.org.

Centre Cultural Caixa de Girona.
C/Ciutadans, 19 17004 Girona Tel. 972
20 98 36.
www.fundaciocaixadegirona.org/cultura

Museu Dali. Opened in 1974, The
Museu Dali contains the broadest range
of the artistic career of Salvador Dali,
from his earliest works and his
creations within the Surrealist
movement up to his last works. Tel. 972
677 500. www.salvador-dali.org

TARRAGONA

Museu Nacional Arqueologic de
Tarragona. Placa del Rei, 5 (Tarragona).
Very important archaeological collection
from Tarraco, the capital of Roman
Spain. Tel 977 23 62 09. www.mnat.es
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sign. Tickets: 3 euros. Until October 31st.
Avda Diagonal 686. Tel. 93 280 50 24.
»Museu Maritim. Titanic. Until October 10th.
Tickets: 7 euros. Avda. Drassanes, 1.
»NoguerasBlanchard. Painting and digital
animation exhibition Blind Date by Haluk
Akakge. Until August 7th. Xucla, 7.

»Palau de la Virreina. £/ primer Eros. Africa,
America i Oceania. Free entrance. Until Octo-
ber 31st. La Rambla , 99. tel. 93 301 77 75.
»Palau Moja. Catalunya, pais de trobada. Un-
til October 3rd. Portaferrissa 1.

»Palau Robert. Mercats de la Mediterrania.
Until August 31st.

»Pedralbes Centre. On the rocks, exhibition
ongraffitti. Until July 31st. Closed on Sundays.
CADAQUES

»Meifren exhibitionroom. Dalii Gala: 40anys
de vida en comu, by Arturo Caminada. Until
January 23rd 2005.

»Museu de Cadaqués. Dali desconegut. Until
November2nd.

ELVENDRELL

»Museu Deu. Engraving exhibition Goya.
Gravats: capritxos i desastres (Goya. Engrav-
ings: whims and disasters). Until September
12th.

FIGUERES

»Museu del Joguet de Catalunya. Exhibition
Els vint primers anys de Salvador Dali. Until
September 30th.

»Museu Emporda. Exhibition £/ Pais de Dall,
aspartof Any Dali. Until August 29th.

GIRONA

»Espai del Museu d’Art. Temporary exhibi-
tion Senyals, directed by Marleen Kars. Until
September 5th.

»Exhibition Art després d’una guerra. 1939-
1959: tornar a comencar, Ambit 2-Museu
d’Art. It’s open until September 15th 2005.
»Centre Bonastruc caPorta. £/secret dels lli-
bres. Els documents amagats dels jueus a Gi-
rona. 10 am-6 pm. Sunday and holidays 10
am-3 pm. Until September 30th.

»Espais. Fundacié d’Art contemporani. Fo-
tografies i videoprojeccions de Marcel Dal-
mau. Until September 10th.

»Fontana d’Or. Viure a Palau a I'Edat Mitjana,
segles X/I-XV. Until September 19th.

»Museu d’Art. £/ llegat del Pop Art a Catalu-
nya. Until September 12th.

MATARO

»Museu de Mataré. Exhibition on Dali’s
works. Until October 24th.

oLot

»Museu Comarcal de la Garrotxa, Espai
Zer01. Exhibition Nueva Ola o Desacierto. A
time to love and a time to die by Joan Morey.
Until August22nd.

PALAFRUGELL

»Fundacio Pla. Exhibtion Salvador Dali, Jo-
sep Pla: coincidéncies. Until November 28th.
PERATALLADA

»Galeria Guillem de Peratallada. Exhibition
Roca Sans 2004. Painting and graphic work.
Until August31st.

REUS

»Central library Xavier Amorés. Exhibition
on The Universal Forum of Cultures. Barcelo-
na2004. Until September 26th.
»GaleriaAntoni Pinyol. Exhibition by América
Sanchez, Nora Ancarola and Uwe West. Until
August31st.

»Museu d’Art i Historia - Sala Quatre. Exhib-
ition Costums tradicionals (Tradicional cus-
toms). Until July 27th.

RUBI

»Castell-EcoMuseu Urba. Exhibition Serrat:
un temps de cangons. Tues to Sat, 4to 8 pm.
Sundays, 11 am to 2 pm. Until July 30th.
SABADELL

»Ventura (FOC). Exhibition Klim. From 10:00
amto 1:30 pm and from 5:00 pm to 8:30 pm.
UntilJuly 31st.

SALOU

»Teatre Auditori- Foyer. Photograph exhibi-
tion Arquitectura del sol (Architecture of the
sun). Until July 28th.

SANT CUGAT DELVALLES

»Biblioteca del Mil.lenari. Exhibition Liibre
gegant.Until July 31st.

»Canals Galeria d’Art. Exhibition Un mén
proper, un mon divers (A nearby world, a di-
verse world) by various artists from Andorra,
Belgium, Italy and the USA. Weekdays 5 to 8
pm. Sat 11 am to 2 pm and 6 to 8 pm. Until
August30th.

Urbs 1 on stage at Teatre Lliure

® The choreographer Angels Margarit is performing at Teatre
Lliure Urbs 1,anew show part of Forum-Grecwith the Mudances
dance company. The show aims to present the chaos and
spontaneity of people coming and going in the streets of
big cities and avoids any purely academic choreographic mo-
vements. About 40 extras will be featuring on the stage of
the Lliure every day until 29 July, in a show based largely
on improvisations of bodies in movement telling human stories.
Margarit counts with five professional dancers (Eneko Alcaraz,
Vera Bilbija, Natalia Labiano, Gustavo Lesgart and Isabel
Lépez) to achieve an original and spectacular work. ¢ M. T.

TARRAGONA

»Exhibition Moonlight, by Valentin Vallhonrat.
At Museu Arqueologic. Until August 29th.
»Exhibition Vita Romani. Vida dels Romans.
At Forum Provincial (Pretori roma). Pictures
by Peter Connolly. Until September 30th.
»Antiga Audiéncia. Exhibition 700 imatges
delDelta. Until July 31st.

»Forum Provincial. Exhibition Romanorum
Vila. Until September 30th.

»Museu d’Art Modern de Tarragona. Exhib-
ition Biennal d’Art 2004. Until August 29th.
TERRASSA

»Museu de la Ciéncia i de la Técnica de Cat-
alunya. Temporary exhibitions: Homo videns.
Davantlapetitapantalla, Vivamontesa and Tot
ésquimica. Until July 31st.

TORTOSA

»Galeria del Quadre. Permanent contempo-
rary artexhibition with works by Picasso, Mir0,
Dali, Tapies, Clavé, Todd, Guansé...

vic

»EsglésiadelaPietat. Sculpture exhibitionby
Lourdes Fisa. Tues to Sat, 11 amto 2 pm and
4:301to 7:30 pm. Sundays and bank holidays,
11amto2 pm. Until October 17th.

»Museu d’Art de la Pell. Exhibition Antoni Ta-
pies, cos i llenguatge. Until September 12th.
VILA-SECA

»Sala de I’Ajuntament. Photograph exhibi-
tion/matges 2003. Until July 31st.
VILANOVAILAGELTRU

»Centre Civic Sant Joan. Exhibition Biennal
de la cultura popular i tradicional. Until July
30th.

Guided tours

GIRONA

»Punt de benvinguda. Guided tour Old City.
Tuesday to Sunday. At 11.00 am. In English
and Spanish. C/Berenguer Carnicer, 1.
PALAMOS

»Musedu de la Pesca. £/ cami de Barba-roja,
trekking and sailing guided tour. At 6:30 pm.
Tel.9726004 24.

TARRAGONA

»Tarragona Romana. Guided tours to old Ro-
man quarters of the city, organized by ITIN-
ERE. Until September 15th. Tel. 977 2396 57.
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Forumsite

PERMANENT PERFORMANCES

»Move the World (Omkarakala), by Hansel
Cereza and Alfons Flores. Moving the World
is a construction of a 30 metres sphere which
emerges fromthe port’s waters every evening
atthe sunset and shows how dialogue among
people and cultures is the only antidote to cha-
0s, injustice and violence.

»Fantotems. The Fantotems are six giant pup-
pets, some 10 metres high, in a performance
designed by Joan Baixas as a great game of
questionsthatare difficultto answeraboutlife,
theplanetand people. The questions are asked
by children from around the world through an
interactive web-game. Until September 26th.
Site - Pangea Island/Rompeolas (Auditorium
Park).

»Day Parade - Higroma. A daytime parade of
giantinvertebrates that calls forthe spectators
participation -through small actions and im-
provisations- with the aim of reflecting on the
environment. Site Itinerant.

»Night Parade - Summer Night’s Dream, by
Semola Teatre. It represents the conflicts of
daily life by displaying high-impact sceno-
graphic installations throughout the port area.
Site - Itinerant.

»The Giant of the Seven Seas. A show by La
Machine and Escarlata Circus. The Giant ofthe
7 Seas emerges every day from the waters of
the Large Auditorium to make us reflect upon
the degradation ofthe sea. Itisanunusual con-
struction measuring 12 metres in height and
made of fine materials -wood, leather, brass,
etc. Site - Large Auditorium. Two to four per-
formances daily.

» The Memory Tree. The Tree of Memory, a
living manifesto of sustainability and environ-
mentalism, is a project by Els Comediants, a
company that pioneeredin streettheatre. Site-
Auditorium Park Area. Two to fourtimes daily.

STREETPERFORMANCES

»Le Manege d’Andréa. Built under the super-
vision of Frangois Delaroziére, the Eureka car-
ousel guarantees anyone who chooses to
climb aboard an extraordinary journey. Up to

34 children can ride on it. A dizzy circular
dance that will thrill children and fascinate
adults. Dates: From June 15th to September
26th. Site- Convention Center Boulevard (En-
trance Area)

»Annibal. Opositos enormous mechanical
elephants parade to the beat of a group of In-
dian musicians and dancers. A joyful, festive
parade, opento audience participation, fusing
the modernity and design of the elephants with
traditional Indian costumes and music. Dates:
Until September 29th. Check for schedule.

Foruminthecity

EXHIBITIONS

»Ladies of the Nile. Women and Goddesses
of Ancient Egypt. One of the most extraordin-
ary features of the Nile civilization, throughout
its history, is the active and decisive role
played by women. The exhibition introduces
us to the civilization and religions of the Phar-
aons from a new perspective: by revealing
new aspects of the life of women in ancient
Egypt: their legal position, their private lives,
their power, and their beliefs. Until September
26th. The Egyptian Museum of Barcelona.
»At War. The exhibition is focused on the dif-
ferent stages of a conflict. CCCB (Centre de
Cultura Contemporanla de Barcelona). Dates:
until September 19th. Tickets: 3-4 euros.
»Ethnic. From Traditional Cultures to Intercul-
turality aims to offer an ongoing exhibition of
ethnographic material from the collections of
Barcelona’s Museum of Ethnology. This will
be the first time that most of the museums
valuable collections are simultaneously ex-
hibited. Until September 24th. In the city . Mu-
seum of Ethnology

»Objects/Subjects. ABarcelona design per-
spective. Museum of Decorative Arts. Design
and its importance as a revitalizing process
andexpression of cultural diversity and theim-
pactof sustainable design on quality of life and
sustainability. Curators: Enric Franch and
Joan Anton Benach. Until December 31st.
»The Exploding City. Recent territorial trans-
formations in the urban regions of southern
Europe (Spain, France, Italy, Portugal): per-
spectives and directions. Col-legi d’Arqui-
tectes de Catalunya. Until September 29th.

Forumgrec’04

CINEMA

»Dias de futbol. Dir.: David Serrano. July
27th. Te doy mis ojos. Dir.: Iciar Bollain. July
29th. Piscines Bernat Picornell. Av. Estadi,
s/n.

DANCE

»Urbs 1, by Angels Margarit and Cia. Mudan-
ces. Until July 29th. At 9:00 pm. Tickets: 18
euros. Teatre Lliure - Sala Fabia Puigserver.
Pg. SantaMadrona, 40-46.

THEATRE

»1714. Mon de guerres. An opera with con-
temporary bites: a rape, bombs exploding in
Bagdad or Palestine... July 27th and 28th. At
10:00 pm. Tickets: 12-28 euros. Teatre Grec.
Pg. SantaMadrona, 38.

»El Rei Lear, by William Shakespeare. Direc-
ted by Calixto Bieito. With Josep Maria Pou as
The King Lear. Atragedy about aging that tells
the story of a violent and irrational man who
worsens withage asheisincapable of accept-
ing that he is growing old. In Catalan. Until Au-
gust 1st. Tuesday to Friday 9:30 pm, Saurday
10 pm, Sunday 6:30 pm. Tickets: 10-28
euros.

»Esthetic Paradise, by Victoria Szpunberg.
Directed by Carol L6pez. With Mia Esteve and
Mar Ulldemolins. In Catalan. Dates: from July
7th until August 1st. Tuesday to Saturday
10:00 pm. Sundays 7:00 pm. Sala Beckett.
Alegrede Dalt, 55. Tickets: 16 euros.
»Fortuna accidental, at Villarroel Teatre.
Written and directed by Manuel Dueso. Due-
so’slastworkis focused onthe contemporary
scociety, dominated by ambition and selfish-
ness. In Catalan. From July 1stto August 1st.
Tuesday to Saturday at 10 pm. Sundays at 8
pm. Tickets: 17-21 euros. Villarroel, 87.
»Teatro de los sentidos. La memoria del
vino. Poble Espanyol. Created and directed by
Enrique Vargas. From July 1st to July 31st.
Monday to Saturday 8 pm. Tickets: 20 euros.
Av.Marqués de Comillas s/n.

USEFUL NUMBERS

National railway ...t 902 240 202
Traffic 900 123 505
Directory Inquiries............c.couevviverneininnns 11818
International Directory Inquiries ................ 11825
Citizens Advice 012
Weather Forecast.................cccccocceee. 935 676 090
Aids Helpline..........ccoococomrinneniinnnn. 900 2122 22

Emergencies (Fire, Ambulance,

Police and all other emergencies).................. 112
Police (Mossos d’Esquadra)...............cc........ 088
Fire Brigade 080/085
Police (Guardia Urbana).............c.ccccoocuonunnenccd 092
Australia 93 49090 13
Gran Via de Carles Il 98, 98

Austria 93 4537294
C/Mallorca 214, atic 1*

Belgium 93 467 70 80
C/Diputacid, 303, 1r, barcelona@diplobel.org

Canada 93 204 27 00
C/Elisenda de Pinds, 10, bcncon@sefes.es

China 93 254 1199
Av. Tibidabo, 34, 08002

Denmark 93 488 02 22
Rambla Catalunya 33, 3r 12,

Finland 93 443 15 98
G/Puig i Xoriguera, 17

France 93 270 30 00
Ronda Universitat, 22 B, 4t, info@consulfrance-harcelone.org
Germany 93292 10 00

Passeig de Gracia, 111, 1r, consalem_bcn@inicia.es

Holland 93 363 54 20
Av. Diagonal, 601, 4t, nigovbar@intercom.es

India 9321209 16
C/Teodor Roviralta, 21-23

Ireland 93 491 50 21
Gran Via Carles 111, 94,108 2%, cons.irl@webcat.es

Italy 93 467 73 05
C/Mallorca, 270, 1r 12 cgbarsegreteria@infonegocio.com
Japan 93 280 34 33
Av. Diagonal, 662-664, 3r ( edifici Planeta)

New Zealand.............cccoccoveininninninncd 93 209 03 99
Travessera de Gracia, 64, 2n 2°, avolta@bufetevolta.com
Morocco 93 289 25 30
C/Bejar, 91, belkhalfi@hotmail.com

Norway 93 237 54 45
(C/Balmes, 184, 5¢ 2%, cons.gral.bcna@terra.es

Pakistan 93 457 42 30
C/Corsega , 366 atic

Russia 93 280 54 32
Av. Pearson, 34,

Sweden 93 488 25 01
G/Mallorca, 279, 4t 3%, gkbarcelona@mail.com
Switzerland............cccovevneinnirniinnenn. 93 490 06 50
Gran Via de Carles IIl, 94, 78, @bar.rep.admin.zh
South Affica ..........cccoevernriniiniinns 93 506 91 00
Parc Empresarial Mas Blau II, C/Alta Ribagorca, 6

UK 93 366 62 00
Av. Diagonal, 477, 138, barcelonaconsulate@ukinspain.com
us 93 280 22 27

Passeig Reina Elisenda, 23, consulbarcel@state.gov

www.easyjet.com
www.basigair.com
Www.ryanair.com
www.jet2.com...........
www.virgin-express.com..
www.vueling.com ........

www.hapag.lloyd.com.
www.britishairways.com..
www.lufthansa.com .....
www.alitalia.com.
www.kim.com......
www.iberia.com ..
www.airfrance.com......

Lost Property 010
Barcelona El Prat airport.................. 93 298 38 38
EUro Lines ... 902 405 040
Port 93 306 88 00
Bus Station...........cccccovveiininiinniins 902 260 606
Trasmediterranea...............ccocovennnce 93 295 91 05
Taxis 93 481 00 85
Duty Pharmacies.............c.cccocovuunen. 93 481 00 60
ElectriCity........c.ccoorvvvierrirerireriirenii 900 77 00 77
Water 900 700 720

93265 11 11
Gas 900 750 750
Telefonica 1002
Lost/Stolen credit cards.................... 91581 18 11

...906 301 282
..93 238 40 00

Barcelona Tourist Office...
Catalunya Tourist Office ...

Women's Helpline...............cccocnennnce 93 290 36 99
Bus station ... 972212 319
Girona-Costa Brava Airport............. 972 186 600
Ryanair 972 062 010
Taxi Girona...........c.cooceoereverernrernneens 972 203 377
Tourist Office 97222 6575
TARRAGONA
Bus Station...........cccoocniniiniinnn. 977 22 91 26

Tourist Office.. .977232143
977 24 52 03
Taxis 977221414
Reus Airport...........cccovenenirnieennns 977 77 98 00
Port 901 166 658
977 259 462
| LLEbA |
Taxis 972 20 30 50
Bus Station...........cccccoovveiniiniinnins 973 268 500
High Speed Railway. ..902 24 02 02
Tourist office ..., 902 25 00 50
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Film | v. topor / u. caves

Kill Bill vol. 2

@ Just like in Kill Bill vol. 1, the director Quentin
Tarantino begins the story in black-and-white and
evokes the bloody moments at the Bride’s wedding,
when she was brutally attacked and left for dead.
Kill Bill vol. 2 continues the story-line which unfolded
in the first part of the film: the revenge tale of an
expert assassin called the Bride, also known as the
Black Mamba, against her former employer, Bill, and
the other members of his band. The vengeance is

The film stars Uma Thurman and David Carradme

done and the secrets are revealed; thus, the audience
discovers that the Bride’s real name is Beatrix Kiddo
and at the same time, Bill finally makes his appearance
as David Carradine. The Bride (Uma Thurman) has
already eliminated two of her rivals, O-Ren Ishii and
Vernia Green, but she still has to deal with Budd
(Michael Madsen) and the eye-patched Elle Driver
(Daryl Hannah), before reaching her ultimate goal:
to Kill Bill. Kill Bill vol. 2 looks west to American
and European art movies of the 60’s and 70’s, and
above all, to the thundering spaghetti Westerns of
Sergio Leone and Chinese martial arts.

Casadeloshabys

USA,2003.115’. Dir.: John Sayles. With: DarylHan-
nah, Marcia Gray Harden, Mary Steenburgen, Rita
Moreno, SusanLynch, Maggie Gyllenhaal. Six Amer-
ican women travel to Mexico, where they wait to
adopt a baby, butthey are all trapped in byreaucracy
problems. The action takes place in a hotel owned
by Madame Murioz (the charismatic Rita Moreno) in
an unidentifies South American country, where the
well-off women rent suites and wait for the adoption
togothrough.

Shrek 2

USA, 2004. 105’. Dir.: Andrew Adamson, Kelly AS-
bury, Conrad Vernon. Shrek and Princess Fiona re-
turn from their honeymoon. After battling a fire-
breathing dragon and the evil Lord Farquaad to win
Princess Fiona’s hand, the ogre has to face now the
most difficult challenge: his in-laws. Once at home,
they find an invitation to visit Princess Fiona’s par-
ents, the King and Queen of the Kingdom of Far Far
Away.

Secretary

USA, 2004. 104’. Dir.: Steven Shainberg. With:
James Spader, Maggie Gyllenhaal. Lee Holloway is
ayoung woman who has just been released from a
mental institution where she has been unsuccess-
fully treated for self-mutilation tendecies. She gets
a job at a lawyer’s office and starts working for Ed-
ward Grey. They soonembark on a personal relation-
ship, and Edward starts to discover what his reely
needs are, while helping her unlock her sensuality.

DasTestament des Dr.Mahuse
Germany, 1933. 80°. Dir.: Fritz Lang. Fritz Lang’s
masterpiece focuses on the terrifying atmosphere in
Nazi Germany. Lang uses once again the character
Dr. Mabuse (which he also usedin 1922), a criminal
following Nazi orders in post-warBerlin.

Kill Bill. Volume 1

USA,2003.111’. Dir.: Quentin Tarantino. With: Uma
Thurman, Lucy Liu, Viveca A. Fox, Michael Madsen,
Daryl Hannah, David Carradine. The body of a young
pregnant woman lies on the floor in a rural church
inEl Paso. She is wearing a blood splatered wedding
dress. Years later, when the Bride awakes from the
coma, she she realizes what happened to her and
preparesforrevenge...

Lamalaeducacion (Bad

Education)

Spain, 2003.115’. Dir.: Pedro Aimoddvar. With: Fele
Martinez, Gael Garcia Bernal, Javier Camara, Lluis
Homar. A young boy is sexually violated by a priest
and separated from his friend in a Catholic church.
Years later, the two friends meet again. One of them
is a transvestite wanting to become an actor while
the other one is a successful film director. Together,
they recall their childhood and the difficult times they
wentthroughatschool.

Spartan

USA-Germany 2004.116’. Dir.: David Mamet. With:
Val Kilmer, Derek Luke, William H. Macy, Ed ONeil.
Afirts-rate thriller about political power and govern-
mental intrigues. Val Kilmer plays Robert Scott,a
special agent hired by the government to find the
President’s kidnapped daughter, Laura Newton - a
first-year student who disappears from campus on
a Friday afternoon. Scott has only three days to res-
cue her, as she disappears on Friday and thenpress
willnotice if she doesn’tshow upto class onMonday.
Along the way, he will discover a more dangerous,
sinisterplot.

The Butterfly Effect

USA, 2004.113’. Dir.: Eric Bress, J. Mackye Gruber.
With: Ashton Kutcher, Melora Walters, Amy Smart,
Elden Henson. Evan Treborn is a young man who
tries to forget his horrible childhood memories. He
devises atechnique of travelling backintime in order
to repair the damage. But every time he goes back
intothe past, he only makes things worse and hefinds
itdifficult sortthings out.

Films showing in original version in Barcelona

The Ladykillers

EUA, 2004. Dir.: Joel i Ethan Coen. With: Tom
Hanks, Irma P. Hall, Marlon Wayans. An eccentric
professor and his three accomplices plan to rob
”"Bandit Queen”, a riverboat casino on Mississipi.
They are staying in Mrs.Muson’s house and are go-
ing to dig a tunnel to where the money is kept. But
dealing with Mrs. Munson appears to be more dif-
ficultthanthey expect.

Troy

EUA, 2004. 160'. Dir.: Wolfgang Petersen. With:
Brad Pitt, Eric Bana, Orlando Bloom, Sean Bean,
Brendan Gleeson. In 1193 B.C., Prince Paris (Orlan-
do Bloom), son of Priam, the king of Troy, seduces
Menelau’s wife, Helen, the most beautiful woman in
the world. He convinces herto follow him away from
herhusband, setting the two nations at war with each
other. Menelaus and his brother, Agamemnon, go to
war against Troy, partly because of Helen, but more
because it is an excuse to conquer the Trojans.
Achilles, the greatest warrior among the Greeks,
helps Agamemnontofightagainst Troy.

Unfilme falado

Portugal-France, 2003. 96°. Dir.: Manoel de Oliveira.
With: Leonor Silveira, John Malkovich. Leonor Sil-
veira, John Malkovich. Rosa Maria,a young History
teacher at University of Lisboa, goes on a Mediter-
ranean cruise with her daughter, Maria Joana. As
they travel from France to Turkey, Rosa Maria talks
to her daughter about world history. She plans to
meether husbandin Bombay, and thengo onholiday
together.

Wilbur Wants to Kill Himself

Dinamarca, 2004. 105’. Dir.: Lone Scherfig. With:
Jamie Sives, Adrian Rawlins, Shirley Henderson.
Wilburis successful with women, he has a good job
and a great brother, but despite all that he is not hap-
py. Disappointed with life, he decides to commit sui-
cide, but killing oneself is not as easy as he thinks...

Harry Potter and the prisoner of

Azkaban

USA 2004. 136’. Dir.: Daniel Radcliffe. With: Emma
Watson, Rupert Grint, Robbie Coltrane. Potter and
his friends find themselves at the Hogwarts school
for their third year studies, where they try to find out
aboutthe mistery of Sirius Blank - adangerous magi-
cian and complice of Lord Voldemort, who wants to
revenge againstHarry Potter. Atthe sametime, Harry
will discover more secrets from his past.

Confessions of adangerous mind
USA, 2004. 113", Dir.: George Clooney. With: Sam
Rockwell, George Clooney, Drew Barrymore, Julia
Roberts. ChuckBariis is a successful showman who
led a double life as he also worked as an assassin
forthe CIA.

The Inheritance

Denmark,2002.108’. Dir: Per Fly. With: Ulrich Tom-
sen, Lisa Werliner. Christoffer, the heir of a vast in-
dustrial fortune, has decided to abandon the family
steel business. He now owns a restaurant in Stock-
holm, where he is happily married to Maria, a Swed-
ish stage actress. When his father commits suicide,
hismotherinsists that Christoffertakes overthe man-
agementofthe family business.

Fahrenheit9/11

USA, 2004.112’.Dir.: Michael Moore. Through
facts, documents and interviews, the film criticises
George W. Bush and the war in Irag. Michael Moore
explains how Bush acted after the 9/11 attacks, and
how later he manipulated the facts to serve his weal-
thy bankers’ corruptambitions.

The Purple Rose of Gairo

USA, 1985. 78’ Dir.: Woody Allen. With: Mia Far-
row, Jeff Daniels, Danny Aiello, Diana Millay. MiaFar-
row is Cecilia, is a woman trapped between an abu-
sive marriage and adead end job, whose only escape
from deradful reality is the cinema, where she always
watches the samefilm.
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Barcelona

1 CASABLANCA-KAPLAN
Die Ehe der Maria Braun (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.15-20.30-22.45

Um filme falado (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.15-20.30-22.30

1 FILMOTECA DE CATALUNYA

The killing of a Chinese bookie (V.0.S.C) 17.30
Opening night (V.0.S.C) 19.30
Inauguracién del campo de San Mamés 22.30
Balneario de Cestona 22.30
El mayorazgo de Basterretxe 22.30
Vitoria en fiestas 22.30
Goyeneche 22.30
1 MELIES

La Casita blanca 16.30
An affair to remember (V.0.S.E) 18.15
The purple rose of Cairo (V.0.S.E) 18.15
Elephant (V.0.S.E) 20.30
Midnight (V.0.S.E) 20.35
The age of Innocence (V.0.S.E) 22.15
El gran carnaval (V.0.S.E) 22.15

1 RENOIR FLORIDABLANCA

Incautos 16.00-18.15-20.30-22.45
Fahrenheit 9/11 16.00-18.25-20.40-22.55
Machuca 16.05-18.20-20.35-22.50
L'ultimo bacio 16.10-18.30-20.40-22.50
Shrek 2 16.15-20.05
Isi / Disi: Amor a lo bestia 16.20-18.10-20.10-22.15
Seres queridos 18.10-22.20

1 RENOIR LES CORTS
L'ultimo bacio (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.15-20.30-22.45

Fahrenheit 9/11 (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.20-20.35-22.50

Incautos

16.05-18.20-20.35-22.50

Seres queridos

16.10-18.25-20.35-22.50

Isi / Disi: Amor a lo bestia

16.10-18.30-20.40-22.35

Shrek 2 (V.0.S.E)

16.15-20.40

Und fiihre uns in Versuchung (V.0.S.E)

18.25-22.40

1 VERDI
Operacion Algeciras (V.0.S.E)

16.20-18.15-22.35

Confessions of a Dangerous Mind (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.15-20.30-22.40

Arven (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.15-20.30-22.40

Spartan (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.15-20.30-22.40

Kill Bill Vol. 2 (V.0.S.E)

16.30-19.15-22.00

Das Testament des Dr. Mabuse (V.0.S.E) 20.10
1 VERDI PARK

Ludwig (V.0.S.E) 16.00-20.30
Casa de los Babys (V.0.S.E) 16.10-20.30
Wilbur Wants to Kill Himself (V.0.S.E) 16.10-18.15-20.30-22.40
La muerte de nadie 16.15
Iris (V.0.S.E) 18.10-20.10-22.10
Russian Ark (V.0.S.E) 18.20-22.40

1 YELMO ICARIA
Secretary (V.0.S.E)

11.20-13.30-15.45-18.00-20.15-22.30

Wilbur Wants to Kill Himself (V.0.S.E)

11.20-13.30-15.45-18.00-20.45-22.50

The Ladykillers (V.0.S.E)

11.20-13.30-15.45-18.00-20.15-22.30

Isi / Disi: Amor a lo bestia

11.20-13.30-15.30-17.45-19.45-22.45

Spider-Man 2 (V.0.S.E)

11.20-14.00-16.45-19.30-22.15

Confessions of a Dangerous Mind (V.0.S.E)

11.30-14.00-16.30-19.00-21.45

Um filme falado (V.0.S.E)

11.30-13.30-15.30-17.30

Iris

11.30-13.45-15.45-17.45-20.00

Incautos

11.30-14.00-16.45-19.15-22.00

Antonia, una historia de Chile

11.30-13.30-15.30-17.30

Kill Bill. Volume 1 (V.0.S.E)

11.30-13.45-16.00-18.15-20.30-22.50

Around the world in 80 days (V.0.S.E)

11.40-14.10-16.45-19.30-22.15

Shrek 2 (V.0.S.E)

11.40-13.45-16.10-18.20-20.30-22.45

Harry Potter and the prisoner of Azkaban (V.0.S.E)

12.00-15.30-18.30-21.30

Kill Bill Vol. 2 (V.0.S.E)

12.00-15.30-18.30-21.30

The Butterfly Effect (V.0.S.E) 19.30-22.00
The day after tomorrow (V.0.S.E) 19.45-22.30
Troy (V.0.S.E) 22.00

Girona

1 TRUFFAUT
Big fish (V.0)

17.30-20.00-22.30

www.yelmocineplex.es.

CASABLANCA. Pg. de Gracia, 115. Metro L3-L5 Diagonal. 93 218 43 45. Cheap rates Mondays,
except holidays. FILMOTECA DE CATALUNYA. Av. Sarria, 33. Metro L5 Hospital Clinic. 93 316 27 80.
MELIES. Villarroel, 102. Metro L1 Urgell. 93 451 00 51. Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays.
RENOIR FLORIDABLANCA. Floridablanca, 135. Metro L1-L2 Universitat. 93 426 33 37.
www.cinesrenoir.com. Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays. Anticipated sales: www.cinentradas.com.
RENOIR LES CORTS. Eugeni d'Ors, 12. Metro L3 les Corts. 93 490 55 10. www.cinesrenoir.com.
Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays. Anticipated sales: www.cinentradas.com. VERDI. Verdi, 32.
Metro L3 Fontana. 93 238 79 90. www. cinemes-verdi.com. Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays.
VERDI PARK. Torijos, 49. Metro L3 Fontana. 93 238 79 90. www.cinemes-verdi.com. Cheap rates
Mondays, except holidays. YELMO ICARIA. Salvador Espriu, 61. Metro L4 Ciutadella-Vila. 902 22 09
22. www.yelmocineplex.es. Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays. Anticipates sales: 902 22 09 22 and

Spiderman2

USA, 2004. Dir.: Sam Raimi.With: Tobey Maguire,
KirstenDunst, Alfred Molina, James Franco. Now Pe-
ter Parkerisin college and he has to face new threats
to New York City and the people he loves. He works
two jobs to pay the rent, while Aunt May struggles
with mortgages payments. At the same time, the re-
lations with the people he loves most are crumbling.
He wants to reveal his secret to Mary Jane (Kristen
Dunst), his friendship with Harry Osborn is stressed
by Harry’s growing hatred of Spider-man, as he
blames himfor his father’s death.

Thelastkiss

Italy, 2003. 1204. Dir.:Gabrielle Muccino. With: Ste-
fano Accorsi, Stefania Sandrelli. The young and
handsome Carlo lives a happy life with his girlfriend,
but when she gets pregnant, he panicks picturing
fatherhood as the end of freedom and youth. On the
other hand, the prospect of being a grandmother re-
minds Anna of of her vaguely unsatisfying marriage
and her long-gone youth and beauty. Carlos has a
bunch of friends who are all trying to escape respon-
sibility and fightagainstage.

The Russian Ark

Russia, 2002. Dir.:Alexander Sokurov. With: Sergei
Dontsov, Maria Kuznetsova. Sokurov shota 96 min-
ute film in one take. The camera follows the steps of
a 19th century French diplomat throughout the Her-
mitage Museum in St Petersburg. A long walk
through the museum reveals a good part of Russia.

The day after tomorrow

USA, 2004. 125’. Dir.:Roland Emmerich. With:Den-
nis Quaid, Jake Gyllental. Sudden global warming
has devastating consequences for the entire planet.
Inthe middle of this catastrophe is Adrian Hall, a pal-
eoclimatologist (a scientist who studies the ways
weather patterns changedinthe past), who struggles
to save the world from the effects of global warming.

Machuca

Chile, 2004. 120’. Dir.: Andrés Wood. With: Feder-
ico Lupi, tamara Acosta. After the Pinochet coup
d’Etat, little Pedro Machuco, child ofaverypoorfam-
ily, starts classes in a private school. He makes
friends with Gonzalo and together they will witness
the social changesinthe country.

Antonia, unahistoria de Chile
Spain, 2004. 100’. Dir.: Mariano Andrade. Antonia
is a successful businesswoman who goes through
adepression, meets a former lover, Martin, who had
left Chile years before. This encounter makes Anto-
nia’slife evenmore complicated.

Big Fish

USA, 2003. 99'. Dir.: Tim Burton. With: Ewan
McGregor, Alison Lohman, Albert Finney, Jessica
Lange, Billy Crudup. Ed Bloom has always exager-
ated his exploits as a young man and succeeded in
charming everyone, except for his son Will. At his
mother’s request, the estranged son has come home
with his wife to take care of his dying father and to
separate factfromfiction.

The Age of Innocence

USA,1993.139". Dir.: Martin Scorsese. With: Daniel
Day-Lewis, Michelle Pfeiffer, Winona Ryder, Alexis
Smith, Geraldine Chaplin, Mary Beth Hurt. Society
scion Newland Archer is engaged to May Welland,
but his well-ordered life is upset when he meets
May’s unconventional cousin, Countess Olenska.
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26.Add. 29.Effete. 31.Cougar. 33.Pas. 34.Avenue.
35.Alt.36.Deluxe. 37.Yes.
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DOWN.

1.Ameba. 2.Bogus. 3.Snore. 4.Aura. 5.Braun. 6.Dad.
7.Unit. 8.Ciao. 9.Tale. 15.Eat. 19.Jif. 21.Beaux. 23.Re-
pay. 24.A Tale. 25.Nests. 26.Acad. 27.Dove. 28.Duel.
WEATHER INFORMATION 24H 30.Free. 32.Gnu'

807 012012

Maximum tariff: Fixed 0,41 euros/min. Mobile: 0,76 euros/min.
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