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NewresearchshownonDiscoveryChannel reveals theexplorerwasaCatalancorsair

NEILSTOKES

Catalan claims that Christopher
Columbus was born in Catalonia
and not Genoa are usually put down
to an inflated sense of nationalism.
However,evidencepresentedonthe
Discovery Channel this week
strongly supports the Catalan theo-
ry. Columbus, or Colom as he is
knowninCatalonia,wasalmostcer-
tainly a Catalan privateer forced to
conceal his roots for political rea-
sons. While it’s not unusual for the
murkiness of the explorer’s origins
topropogatewildhypotheses- ithas
been argued that he was Norwegian
or even a Byzantine prince - studies
led by mediaeval historian Charles
Merrill completely rule out the ac-
cepted notion of Columbus as the
son of lowly Italian weavers. Histor-
ians and scientists involved in the
documentary use a variety of mod-
ern techniques from DNA testing
on the sailor’s exhumed remains to
a minute examination of his writing
style in order to ascertain the truth
behind the question, Who was
Columbus?

While Columbus’ Italian origins
have long been in doubt (he didn’t
know Italian, never referred to him-
self as such and his son was unable
to find any relatives in Genoa),
proofofhisCatalanoriginshasbeen
lacking up until now. Research into
his writing has discovered that the
Spanish he wrote is riddled with tra-
ces of Catalan. Both the vocabulary
and the shape of the handwriting it-
self suggest a Catalan using Spanish
asasecondlanguage.Anotherfactor
is his name as both Columbus and
Colón, the Spanish version, were
given to him later; the name used by
himself and others at the time was
Colom, a common Catalan sur-
name.NotonlywasColumbus’coat
of arms before his first voyage Cat-
alan, but many of the places he
named in the Indies, such as Mon-
tserrat, were named after Catalan
places. As to why Columbus would
want to hide his Catalan back-
ground, the programme speculates
that it could have been down to an
incriminating past. The researchers
believe that Columbus may have
been involved in the civil war that
preceded the reign of the Catholic
kings. Fernando of Aragón was not
onlythehusbandofIsabelofCastille
but also the son of Juan II of Aragón
against whom it is believed Colum-
bus fought, thereby forcing him to
obscurehisorigins.

Theories of a secret past are also
strengthened by the assertion that
Columbus was Jewish. Again stud-
ies of his handwriting reveal a
knowledge of Hebrew. Concealing a

Jewish ancestry would have been
sensible in a country from which the
Jews were expelled and where the
Inquisition was active. Yet DNA
testing of bone fragments taken
from Columbus grave in Seville by
the Laboratory of Genetic Identifi-
cation in Granada appear to rule out
Jewish roots. Commenting on the
test results, José Antonio Llorente,
director of the laboratory affirms in
the documentary that Columbus
was, “almost certainly caucasian.”

Not that such evidence is likely to

stop others from challenging the
findings. There is already doubt
about whether the bones examined
are actually those of Columbus.
Even in Catalonia where the theory
that the discoverer was Catalan is
enthusiastically accepted there are
arguments about which part he
came from. While many experts will
only accept that he was a member of
the noble Colom family in Barcelo-
na, others have evidence showing
that he was a member of the power-
ful Coloms of Ibiza, who were con-

verted Jews. Researchers are unlike-
ly to give up their pet theories that
Columbus came from Galicia, Va-
lencia or Toledo and will continue
fighting their corner. As Columbus
expert, Nito Verdera writes in his
book,CristóbalColón,Catalanopar-
lante, “Are we able to clear up all the
mystery surrounding Columbus by
classifying him beyond any doubt as
a Catalan speaker? I believe not.
What I am saying will continue to
fall on deaf ears.” Who was Chris-
topherColumbus?Whoknows?

Columbus or Colom?

NEILSTOKES

Serious study on Columbus’
Catalan origins began in 1927
with the Peruvian historian,
Lluís Ulloa and has continued
to the present day with the likes
ofJordiBilbeny.BorninArenys
de Mar in 1961, Bilbeny re-
ceived his doctorate in modern
history from Barcelona Uni-
versityandisontheboardofthe
Centre d’Estudis Colombins of
the Omnium Cultural. He has
published dozens of articles in
magazines about Spanish cen-
sorship of the truth behind the
discovery of America. In his
book, Brevíssima relació de la
destrucció de la Història. La Fal-
sificació de la Descoberta Cata-
lana d’Amèrica(1998) Bilbeny
reviews a series of documents
related to the discovery of
America by Columbus, show-
ing how historical truth has
been manipulated. The book
reveals the efforts, first by early
censors and later by certain his-
torians, tohidethetruthofCat-
alan involvement in the early
history of the American conti-
nent. The book was made into
a documentary film last year
under the title L’Apropiació de
la descoberta d’Amèrica: una
conspiraciód’Estat?.

Bilbeny claims that the
whole subject of a Catalan Co-
lumbus is still controversial. In
aninterviewwithAvui lastyear,
he described how publishers,
after showing initial enthu-
siasm about printing his theo-
ries, then go on to lose their
nerve later on. “Everyone ac-
cepts that history is written by
the victors,” he comments,
“And so we are willing to swal-
low it all in order to believe our-
selves victors.” Bilbeny’s belief
that Catalans have constantly
been misrepresented and cens-
ored can be seen in his willing-
ness to consider the theory that
Cervantes himself was possibly
Catalan. “Which Castilian
would write the story of a mad
Castilian who recovers his rea-
son in Catalonia?” he asks. His
list of possible Catalans in-
cludes Sant Ignasi de Loyola
who set up the Jesuit order and
SantaTeresadeJesús.

Columbusnot
theonlyone,
claimsauthor
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Therestorationprojectat

ColòniaGüell inSanta

ColomadeCervellóhas

broughtcriticsoutof the

woodworksaying that the

crypthasbegunto lose its

Gaudí feeling

Anexteriorandinteriorviewofthecryptat theGüell textileestateafterpublicworkswereunderway

TheCatalangovernmenthas formedacommissiontorethinkthechurchreconstructionplan

RAÜLMAIGÍ / ALEXLEFF
“We want to create a commission to
analyse in great detail what has been
done and what remains to finish the
project, and evaluate it adequately
in the Gaudí spirit.” These were the
words of the Catalan general direc-
tor of Heritage, Francesc Tharrats,
referring to one of the most ad-
mired, and disputed, works by the
architect Antoni Gaudí, the Güell
Crypt. The commission will hold
regular meetings starting in Sep-
tember, todiscusswhat future lies in
store for this historic landmark, lo-
cated in Santa Coloma de Cervelló
near the Llobregat River. In other
words, to build or not to build is the
questionathand.

The move by the Catalan Depart-
ment of Culture is a sure sign that
there continues to be unrest on both
sides of the debate. Just days before
the organisation Disbarat a la Colò-
nia Güell (roughly translated as
Nonsense intheGüellVillage)com-
plained once again that they consid-
ered it inappropriate for there to be
any further construction on the
crypt. Along with the no-nonsense
group,theprojecthasbroughtother
pundits out of the woodwork such
as SOS Monuments and professor
ReinerGraefe.Ontheotherhand,as
head of Barcelona city landmark,
and in charge of the crypt project,
Antoni González Moreno believes
that theworks,whichbeganin1999,
shouldcontinueasscheduled.

Güell Crypt: Restoration or mutilation

The customer services office for Val
d’Aran Tourism has been rated with
the distinguished “Q” for quality.
Office manager Manolo Español
has expressed his satisfaction for
having achieved the mark of ap-
proval. His department is the first
information office in Catalonia to
brand the “Q”, which is granted by
the Spanish Institute for Tourism
Quality. There are currently 80 dif-
ferent Catalan establishments that
have been approved, most of them
beingtourist lodgings.

Tourism Val d’Aran won the
certificate after ten months of hard
workandnegotiations,accordingto
Español. The office manager was
gratified to have earned the “Q”, as
it is“amarkofquality thathisclients
demand,” he says. He says the offi-
ce’s status is as much a result of pri-
vate investment and renovated fa-
cilities as it is of his staff’s desire to
provide a quality destination. The
informationoffice is located inViel-
ha, right beside the Aranese capital
city hall. It employs three full time
workersandthreepart time.

Aranese tourist
office awarded
distinguished
“Q” for quality

A glow-in-the-dark coral has been
found in the South China Sea, along
with eleven species of fish not pre-
viously recorded. Some sixty scien-
tists were aboard the Malaysian
ship, “Allied Commander,” when it
docked Monday after an 42-day ex-
pedition. They discovered such un-
usual creatures as sawfish of the
genus “Epinephelus,” which had
neverbeenseenbefore,accordingto
reports in The New Straits Times.
Theheadofthescientific team,mar-
ine biologist Zulfigar Yasin, assis-
tant dean at the University of Sci-
ence of Malaysia, says that the cause
of the coral’s strange luminescence
isunknown.Fiveuniversitiesand11
state agencies took part in the 7,000
kmexpedition.

Coral that glows
in the dark
discovered

Casio announced yesterday that us-
ing its proprietary optical technolo-
gy, the company has developed the
world’s first lens using transparent
ceramics. This breakthough will
make it possible to create zoom len-
ses for cameras with greatly reduced
profiles. Ever since Casio’s Exilim
thin card-size digital camera went
onsale, theentiremarkethasunder-
gone a huge change. Compact cam-
eras offering mobility in a small
package have become mainstream.

World’s first
transparent
ceramic lens

Apanoramicviewofpeopleparticipating inthecàntir-liftingcompetition

MARCELATOPOR
The famous Fira del Càntir is start-
ing today in Argentona as part of the
54th International Ceramics and
Pottery Fair, which has been cele-
brated in the Maresme town every
year since 1951. The event is cele-
brating today its highest point, with
the popular Festa del Càntir, which
will be held in Plaça del Vendre and
will include among other activities
the popular càntir-lifting compet-
intions, with càntirs weighing up to
300kg.Anotherattractionofthefair

is theexhibitionBirth,createdbythe
JapaneseartistYuhkiTanaka,which
will be desplayed at the Museu del
Càntir until 29 August. The Argen-
toní artist Josep Serra has also
opened his exhibition Estructures i
calaixos at the Casa Gòtica on 2 Au-
gust. According to the mayor of Ar-
gentona, Antoni Soy, the Pottery
Fairhasbecomethemost important
eventofthegenreinall southernEu-
rope. More details about the event
are offered on the fair’s webpage
www.firaceramica.org

Argentona celebrates today the
popular Fira del Càntir as part of
the International Pottery Fair
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Adoctorperforminganecographonapatientat theJoanXIIIhospital inTarragona / SEBASTIÀABRAHAM

Theeventwill feature the latestadvances in the fieldof“minimally invasive” surgical techniques

ROBERTKIMPLETON

The Cardiovascular and Interven-
tional Radiological Society of Eu-
rope (CIRSE) will hold its nine-
teenth annual congress from 25 to
29 September at the Palau de Con-
gresos de Catalunya in Barcelona.
During the five-day event, more
than 3,000 leading medical special-
ists and researchers will analyse the
latest avcances in the field of inter-
ventional radiology.

Interventional radiology in-
volves theuseof imagingtechniques
such as magnetic resonance and
echography as well as small needles
or catheters to examine blood ves-
sels or other parts of the body in or-
der to make diagnoses as well as car-
ry out treatments and surgery for a
varietyof illnesses.

Specialists at the congress will be
discussing and presenting the latest
techniques for different kinds of
minimally invasive surgery, which
involve using smaller incisions so
that the patient suffers a minimal
amount of physical discomfort im-
mediately after surgery. The small
catheters, or tubes, used in these
procedures are usually only a few
millimetres in diameter, which is
why the interventions are often
called“pinholesurgeries”.

AccordingtotheCIRSE, thereare
several advantages to this type of
surgery over more conventional
methods. Minimally invasive sur-
gery can dramatically reduce the
length of days that a patient must re-
main in hospital following surgery
and shorten the amount of time that
a patient needs for recovery. The

level of risk for patients is lower than
for open surgeries, and the level of
post-operative pain can be dramat-
ically lower than with conventional
techniques.

The implications for public
health systems that are under pres-
sure to limit expenditures are quite
significant, as hospital expenses and

rehabilitation time can be reduced
subtantially.

Other themes that will be covered
during the congress include endo-
vascular management of carotid ar-
tery disease, the treatment of myo-
mas (benign growths) inside the
uterus, and major aortic surgery.
Alsotobediscussedarethreapies for

tumours for patients of all ages,
from infants to those over the age of
70. CIRSE is a non-profit associa-
tionfoundedin1985withtheobjec-
tive of promoting research, training
and exchange of ideas and knowl-
edge for its 1,400 members. Its cen-
tral office is located in Zurich,
Switzerland.

Top medical specialists to convene
at Barcelona congress next month

Theremainsofagoat’s jawbone,oneof theitemswhichhasbeendiscoveredinthecaveinLaGarrotxa / ELPUNT

AGENCIES

The archeological dig carried out
during July in cave 120 at Sales de
Llierca (Garrotxa) has revealed evi-
dence confirming that the cave was
home to humans over 150,000 years
ago. Archeologists say that this find
“is an extremely important piece of
news with respect to research into
human occupation of the northeast
of the Iberian Peninsula in remote
ages”.

In the centre of the cave remains
of bones of deer, cattle, wild pigs,
horses and, especially, wild goat
were found, all showing marks that
were made using stone tools. In ad-
dition, the archeologists have dis-
covered stone implements and coal
traces left by fires, which has led ar-
cheologists to claim that “the centre
of the cave was the focus for human
activity, where the Neanderthal
people took shelter and slept”.

Ancient human
settlement
discovered

SAUDIARABIA

Irishman killed in Riyadh
An Irish national was killed yester-
day in his office in the eastern sector
of the Saudi capital of Riyadh, Al-
Arabiya satellite news channel re-
ported.Thechanneldidnot identify
the victim or give other details of the
incident. This was the first attack on
a Westerner since the beheading of
American engineer Paul Johnson.
Saudi security forces executed Ab-
dul Aziz al-Muqrin, head of “Al-
Qaeda in the Arabian peninsula,”
and three others associated with the
abduction and Johnson killing. The
beheading was the last of a wave of
attacks on Western expatriates in
SaudiArabiabysuspectedAl-Qaeda
extremists that began in early May.

SPACE

Messenger lifts off to Mercury
After being delayed for one day due
topoorweatherconditions,NASA’s
Messenger probe was launched yes-
terday early morning in a long jour-
ney towards Mercury, the closest
planet to the Sun. This is the first
spacecraft to investigate the planet
since the spacecraft Mariner 10 vis-
ited the planet in the mid 1970s.
Messenger probe is expected to ar-
rive in orbit around Mercury in
2011. Once in orbit, and using its
seven instruments, the probe will
study the planet’s surface, the com-
position of its core, the atmosphere
and the magnetic field. The total
cost of the mission is 427m dollars
(355.3m euros). Scientists believe
there can be water ice in Mercury’s
poles, although temperatures in the
equator reach 800 degrees Fahren-
heit (427 degrees Celsius, 700 de-
greesKelvin).

FINLAND

Web addicts escape army draft
A number of of Finnish conscripts
have been excused their full term of
military service because they are ad-
dicted to the Internet, the Finnish
Defence Forces says. Doctors have
found the young men miss their
computers too much to cope with
their compulsory six months in the
forces. “For people who play (Inter-
net) games all night and don’t have
any friends, don’t have any hobbies,
to come into the army is a very big
shock,” said Commander-Captain
Jyrki Kivela at the military conscrip-
tion unit on Tuesday. “Some of (the
conscripts) go to the doctor and say
they can’t stay. Sometimes, the doc-
tors have said they have an Internet
addiction,”Kivelasaid.

SOUTHAFRICA

Back-to-front art
A South African museum is to open
an exhibition of 17th Century
Dutch Master paintings all hung the
wrong way around with the artwork
facing the wall. Curator Andrew
Lamprecht said the “Flip” exhibi-
tion opening in Cape Town next
month represents “a conceptual art
intervention”, explaining that the
reverse of the paintings revealed a
wealth of detail not normally on
view to the public, ranging from old
attempts to preserve the canvas to
notes from various collectors.
“These are fascinating things to see
frombehind,”hesaid.
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“TheNewYorkTimes”and“TheWashingtonPost”report thatevidence foralert isyearsold

REUTERS,WASHINGTON

Much of the information obtained
by al Qaeda that led the United
States to raise terror alerts in Wash-
ington and New York was at least
three years old, and US officials are
unsure if the group’s surveillance
continues, according to published
reportsyesterday.

The Washington Post and The
New York Times reported in yester-
day’s editions that officials were still
analysing documents seized late last
month after a raid in Pakistan that
showed al Qaeda surveillance of
specific US targets. Documents,
computers, surveillancereportsand
sketches were recovered related to
the capture of suspected al Qaeda
computer expert Muhammad
Naeem Noor Khan, also known as
Abu Talha, in July, officials said.

Much of the information that re-
sulted from the arrest was compiled
beforetheSept.11,2001attacks,The
New York Times reported, citing in-
telligence and law enforcement of-
ficials. Federal authorities said they
are unsure whether al Qaeda’s sur-
veillance continues, the newspapers
reported. “You could say that the
bulk of this information is old, but
we know that al Qaeda collects, col-
lects, collects until they’re comfort-
able,” a senior government official
was quoted in the Times as saying.
“Only then do they carry out an op-
eration. And there are signs that
some of this may have been updated
ormaybemorerecent.”

The Post cited officials as saying
that much of the information al
Qaeda gathered on buildings in
Washington, New York and New-
ark, New Jersey, was obtained
through the Internet or other “open
sources” available to the general
public, includingfloorplans.“What
we’ve uncovered is a collection op-
eration as opposed to the launching
ofanattack,”saidaseniorAmerican
officialquotedbythePost.

US officials have previously

warned of possible attacks before
the presidential election in Novem-
ber. The latest warnings on Sunday
were of al Qaeda threats to attack
symbols of US financial might such

as the New York Stock Exchange,
World Bank, and International
Monetary Fund, among other tar-
gets in the New York area and
Washington.

Al Qaeda was behind the Sept. 11
hijacked plane attacks that de-
stroyed the World Trade Center in
New York and struck the Pentagon
inWashington.

US newspapers uncover Bush
government’s old news sources

AGENCIES / ALEXLEFF

While the people of Gibraltar com-
memorated the 300th anniversary
of the capture by British forces of a
tinypeninsulaonthesoutherncoast
of Spain, the mood around some
Spanish party headquarters was not
so celebratory. Spain’s former gov-
erning party, Partido Popular (PP),
is particularly annoyed with the way
the current administration has han-
dled the affair, accusing prime min-

ister Zapatero of not having what it
takes to avoid scuffles with prime
ministerBlairoverGibraltar.

The PP has noticed a “visible
breakdown in the quality and fluid-
ity of communication” between the
governments of Spain and the UK,
it says. The opposition party critici-
ses thesocialists fornotmaintaining
relations with a “personal tone.” In
a statement it underscored “the in-
consistencies and the errors” of the

socialist government concerning
the territory. The Gibraltar contro-
versy has never been such a serious
issue as it is now, the PP says.

The charges targeted the Spanish
prime minister in particular, saying
“Zapatero has demonstrated a lack
ofcapacityandinfluencewhendeal-
ing with Blair.” The PP points to the
return of the military submarine
Tireless as a prime display of the so-
cialist’s inefficacy.

Regarding the visit by the UK de-
fence minister and royal authorities
for the commemoration, the state-
ment calls the event “inopportune,
innecessary and disturbing” for on-
going negotiations between the two
countries on the possible sovereign-
ty of Gibraltar. On the other hand,
intermsofAnglo-Spanishrelations,
the PP has reminded the socialists
that it lends its support in “its pro-
tests”withBritishauthorities.

Spain’soppositionpartyknocks
ZapaterofordisputeoverGibraltar

UNITEDKINGDOM

Britain resists security alert
BritainresistedcallstomatchAmer-
ica’s high state of alert after warn-
ings that al Qaeda bombers might
strike and played down concerns
yesterday of an immediate security
threat. The opposition Conserva-
tive Partive demanded that prime
minister Tony Blair detail the terror
threat to Britain after the United
States Monday increased security
and raised the nation’s alert to
“High.” The US warning was
prompted by Pakistan’s capture of a
suspectedalQaedacomputerexpert
which yielded documents, comput-
ers, surveillance reports and sket-
ches. British newspapers said the
material also indicated threats
against unspecified targets in the
UK.

IRAQ

7 Iraqis and 4 US troops killed
Insurgents launched a fresh wave of
attacks in Iraq, killing six Iraqi na-
tional guardsmen in a suicide car
bombing and four US soldiers in
separate incidents in Baghdad and
the volatile west of the country. A
roadside bomb yesterday also killed
a local police chief in Baghdad, just
hours before prime minister Iyad
Allawi was due to return home after
trying to win support from neigh-
bouring countries to stabilise Iraq.
The suicide car bomb blast at a
checkpoint outside the town of Ba-
quba wounded six other Iraqi
guardsmen, said National Guard
Lieutenant Mohyamed al-Dulaimi.

PRISONERABUSE

Iraq jail finds cover-up
The US general formerly in charge
of Baghdad’s notorious Abu Chraib
prison said yesterday abuse of Iraqi
captives was hidden from her, in a
cover-up that may reach all the way
to the Pentagon or White House.
Speaking on the same day, a US sol-
dier at the centre of the prisoner
abuse scandal is due to face a mili-
tary court, Brigadier-general Janis
Karpinski said she was deliberately
kept inthedarkaboutabuseandhu-
miliationof Iraqiprisoners.

BALKANS

War out and gender politics in
In the old days, a woman in the Bal-
kans belonged in the kitchen and a
man went off to fight for the glory
of the nation. Nowadays, women’s
rights and legislation to curb family
violence is on the upswing. Women
make up more than half of Bosnia’s
population. Many who left the
kitchen to fend for the family after
the death of a husband or son are
challenging their traditional roles.
Aid and rights groups have been
lobbying governments on gender
equality issues for years and a state
law was passed in Bosnia last year,
andCroatia thenfollowedsuit.

FLOOD

Bangladesh appeals for aid
Bangladesh, suffering fromitsworst
floods in six years, will need food aid
for 20 million people until the end
of this year. The food is needed be-
cause crops and jobs have been lost
inthefloods, foodanddisasterman-
agementminister says.

TheStatueofLibertybecameawelcomefiguretotheimmigrantsarrivingatEllis Island / MIGUELRAJMIL

Despite the recent terrorist attack threats, theStatueof Lib-

erty reopened yesterday for the first time since September

11, 2001. The second of the hijacked planes had flown just

over the Statue seconds before crashing into the World

Trade Center’s south tower. Liberty Island was then closed

to the public for two months and now visitors are admitted

again inside the Statue of Liberty, although the crown will

remain closed. Thepublic is nowallowed to theobservation

deck located at the top of the pedestal, about 16 stories

above ground. A glass ceiling has been built so that visitors

can observe the interior of the monument. Moreover, tour-

ists also have the chance to visit a reopened museum that

tells the story of the statue, from its arrival in 1886. All tours

have tobebooked in advance toprevent visitor congestion.

StatueofLibertyreopensafter9/11attacks
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GeoffHoonandPeterCaruanaduringGibraltar’scelebrationsthisweek / EFE

NEILSTOKES

L
egend has it that Gibraltar will be
British for as long as the barbary apes
survive. The small colony represents
theonlynativeEuropeanmonkeysin

existence and receives round-the-clock pro-
tection from the British Army. Perhaps the
Spanish government could resort to attacking
the apes in a desperate bid to dislodge theBrit-
ish from the contentious rock. It is as likely to
happen as the British deciding to leave of their
own accord. This week, the Spanish govern-
ment protested in the strongest terms possi-
ble, calling the visit of UK Defence Secretary,
Geoff Hoon to commemorate Gibraltar’s 300
year anniversary “intolerable”. This is the
third time this year (after the visits of Princess
Anne and the nuclear submarine, HMS Tire-
less) that the government has been up in arms
about British activities on the Rock. The re-
sponse from Gibraltar’s chief minister, Peter
Caruana, was blunt: “It’s none of their busi-
ness,” he said. Caruana went on to accuse the
Spanish political classes of being obsessed
with the Gibraltar issue. It is difficult not to
agreewhenSpanishpoliticiansclaimthatabit
of flag waving is “offensive” to Spaniards
when typical Spaniards (and anyone who has
spent more than five minutes in a place like
Catalonia can see such a thing does not exist)
are busy enjoying their holidays and couldn’t
care less.

GibraltarwasofficiallycededtotheBritish
in the Treaty of Utrecht in 1713 after British
troops had captured the Rock on 4 August
1704. It has dogged relations between the

countries for years, with every Spanish gov-
ernment since the transition to democracy re-
acting in the same predictable way: with apo-
plectic fury. Whatever the strength of Spain’s
claim on Gibraltar (and here would be a good
place to bring up Spain’s own clinging to the
remnants of empire in North Africa), what is
relevant is that the strategy of hysterical chest-
beating that Spanish governments indulge in
has got them nowhere. The Spanish govern-

ment is perfectly aware that in the 1969 Gi-
braltar constitution, the British government
made a pledge to, “never enter into arrange-
ments under which the people of Gibraltar
would pass under the sovereignty of another
state against their freely and democratically
expressed wishes.” In other words, the British
would find it difficult to get the Rock off their
hands even if they were desperate to. Yes, but
it’s just not fair, you can almost hear the Span-

ishgovernmentcry.
According to government vice-president,

MariaTeresaFernándezdelaVega, theBritish
government has re-opened wounds with this
commemoration of an event that has divided,
“allies and friends....It is uncalled for and un-
fortunate.” Actually, she is wrong: It is the
Spanish government that has re-opened the
wounds, a running sore, in fact, that just gets
worse the more they pick at it. In flying off the
handle in this way they have merely given the
opposition a chance to (justly) criticise them
and Caruana the opportunity to represent
their indignation as, “just an attempt by
Spain...to create a live issue of Gibraltar’s sov-
ereignty when it’s not a live issue.” De la Vega
is also wrong in calling the celebrations “un-
fortunate” when what is truly unfortunate is
that this new government has wasted, for the
third time this year, an opportunity to change
the script where Gibraltar is concerned and
showsomeoriginalityandcreativityingetting
their landback.Therearetwotellingexamples
of how modern British governments have
handled the return of territory with the Falk-
land Islands, which ended in war, and with
HongKong,whichwasconsideredacomplete
success. Gibraltar is not in any way similar to
either of those scenarios, except that the issue
of Britain voluntarily handing back territory
is a tricky one that would require intelligent,
careful management. What should be offen-
sive to voting Spaniards is how their govern-
menthasletthemdown.Mindyou,theycould
always tryshootingthemonkeys.

Betweenarockandahardplace

LETTERSTOTHEEDITOR

HOWDIFFERING
EXPERIENCESCANCOLOURA
VISITOR’SVIEWOFACITY

Your item “Biting the hand that
feeds you”, I have personally had
nothing but warmth and politeness
from the people of Barcelona. How-
ever, I did sit next to a couple when
flying to the UK who had experi-
enced exactly what your article was
talking about. These people were,
after just one weekend-long visit, al-
ready feeling that they did not want
to return to Barcelona. I hope that
they will return after I spent some
time telling them about some of the
lovelyplacesandpeopleIhadvisited
and met. However, it really is easy to
put people off. The rich diversity of

life, cultures, and people in Barcelo-
na is a valuable asset which should
not be squandered./ Robert Bas-
kerville

AMODISTAPROPOSAL

Michael Bunn’s proposed solution
to the overabundance of tourists in
Catalonia is an interesting one,
however,Iseeapossibleproblem.In
1809, he says, there were 9,000
French prisoners on Cabrera. If we
were to put 9,000 of our tourists
there, many of them coming from
those heftier northern countries,
the collective,um, poundage, might
be enough to sink the island. I sug-
gest an alternative, which would not
only reduce numbers but increase

revenue and improve aesthetics: the
fashion passport. It would work like
this: fashion checkpoints would be
set up at airports and border cross-
ings, manned by Catalans of impec-
cable good taste. (Perejaume him-
self, for example) to vigilate for such
sartorial offences as socks’n’san-
dals, fishermens’ hats, Brazilian
football t-shirts, tattooes depicting
sci-fi or Disney characters or bellies
that are just, well, too out. Those
who do not pass muster would face
immediate deportation (perhaps to
a fashion rehabilitation unit on
Cabrera) or be rerouted via Zara,
Adolfo Domínguez etc. for a thor-
ough makeover. Tourists: Benvin-
guts a Barcelona, pero posa’t gua-
po/a/ Roxanne

THESTINGBYJAP
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Thenumberof joblesspeopledecreasedby40,959 inSpainandincreasedby7,908 inCatalonia

AGENCIES

The number of jobless people offi-
cially registered with the National
Employment Institute (INEM) de-
creased by 40,959 people in July for
the whole of Spain while figures for
Catalonia showed an increase of
7,908, according to figures released
yesterday by the Ministry of Labour.

The figures for Spain represent a
drop of 2.52 per cent compared to
June, making July the sixth straight
month that the jobless rate has fall-
en. Current figures put the total
number of unemployed in Spain at
1,585,175.

The jobless rate for the active
population in Catalonia is now 6.34
per cent. July unemployment went
up in all four Catalan provinces,
with Barcelona registering 6,946
more unemployed people (4.6%
more than in June), followed by
Tarragona with 460 more (2.9%),
Girona with 369 (2.9%), and Lleida
with133(1.9%). IntherestofSpain,
unemployment went down in 14
autonomous communities and rose
inonly three.

Figures for July also show that
Spanish unemployment decreased
in all sectors of the economy. Lead-
ing the decreases was the service sec-
tor (with 21,482 fewer unem-
ployed), followed by industry
(3,892), agriculture (2,894), con-
struction (92). In addition 12,599
people who had never been em-
ployedfoundjobs.

More women than men found
jobs last month, with 27,237 fewer
jobless women compared to 13,722
men who found jobs. The total
number of jobless women is now
956,698, while there are 628,477 un-
employed men. Compared with fig-

ures from July of last year, male un-
employment actually rose by 2,404
people (0.38 per cent) and female
unemployment went up by 9,276

(0.98 percent). At the same time,
unemployment for those under 25
actually decreased by 19,015 (7.9
percent).

Unemployment in Spain drops
while Catalonia sees rise in July

EFE

Spain’s Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) grew by 2.6 per cent in the
second quarter of 2004, a figure
whichwas influencedbyadecreased
exterior demand (1.3 per cent) and
the levelling-off of domestic de-
mand, which grew by 3.5 per cent,
according to figures published yes-
terday in the latest report by the
Bank of Spain on the state of the
Spanisheconomy.

The report says that growth of the
world economy has become “gener-

alised”, although rising prices for oil
and political instability in the world
create “some doubts about the con-
tinuance and intensity of (econo-
muic growth)”. The report charac-
terised recent positive growth fig-
ures for euro-zone countries as
“hopeful” while at the same time
uncertainty about the strength of
growth remain in spite of continued
low interest rates. This uncertainty
is due in part to lower levels of con-
sumer confidence and the lethargic
performance of the stock market.

The Bank of Spain does not see
significant variations in the Spanish
economy, although the bank is be-
ginning to see some signs that could
mark the beginning of changes in
growth rates. Figures for external
demand are down somewhat com-
pared with the previous quarter,
since foreign sales decreased while
exportations continued to rise at a
high rate, although the rate of
growthhadslowed.

With respect to domestic de-
mand, household consumption

continued to grow during the sec-
ondquarter, althoughata lower lev-
el which might hint at a slight slow-
down. The income available to fam-
ilies, which influences consump-
tion, continues to grow in a sus-
tained manner and by the end of the
year could surpass the increase reg-
istered for 2003, the report said. The
contribution of public agencies to
economic growth is more signifi-
cant than in 2003, according to the
Bank of Spain, although this figure
isexpectedtodrop.

Spain’sGDPgrowsby2.6percentduringsecond
quarteraccordingtoreportbyBankofSpain

The number of workers regis-
tered with the Social Security
Administration went up in
July by a record amount of
124,216 people, 0.72 per cent
more than the previous
month, leavingthetotalnum-
ber registered with the agency
at 17,280,888, according to
figures provided by the Min-
istryofLabour.
Of that number, 13,093,069
are registered as employees,
while 2,859,170 are self em-
ployed. The number of for-
eigners registered with Social
Securitywas1,965,334inJuly,
which represents a 12.7 per
cent interannual increase.
809,486 of foreign workers
were from non-EU countries
(10.3 per cent more than in
July 2003), while 255,848
were from EU member coun-
tries (representing a 21.2 per
cent interannual increase).
By gender, data gathered
show that of the total number
of people registered with the
Social Security Administra-
tion, 10,421,854 were men
and 6,859 were women. The
number of women registered
showed an interannual in-
crease of 4.2 per cent, com-
paredtoa1.8percent increase
formen.

Increase in
SocialSecurity
registrations

OILPRICES

Record high of $44 a barrel
US oil prices hit fresh record highs
above $44 a barrel yesterday after
the head of the OPEC producers’
cartel said there was little the group
could do to cool red-hot markets.
US light crude struck $44.24 a bar-
rel, the highest since crude futures
were launched on the New York
Mercantile Exchange in 1983. It lat-
er fell to tradearound$44.London’s
Brent crude followed suit, scoring
$40.45 a barrel, a level not seen since
the run-up to the first Gulf War
when it hit an all-time high of
$40.95. Oil prices have surged by
more than one-third since the end
of 2003 on worries that accelerating
global demand has left supplies
tightly stretched with little leeway
for disruption. OPEC President
Purnomo Yusgiantoro said yester-
day the cartel had no spare oil to
handtodampenprices.

BANKBUYOUT

Royal Bank cool on Abbey bid
Royal Bank of Scotland is not look-
ing for big acquisitions and thinks a
bid for rival Abbey National would
be blocked by regulators. “We were
clear on our position inthepast, and
our cards are on the table, faces up,”
Chief Executive Fred Goodwin told
reporters when asked about Royal
Bank’s interest in Abbey yesterday.
Britain’s second-biggest bank by as-
sets has said in the past it would like
to buy Abbey, but that a deal would
be vetoed by competition authori-
ties. The Competition Commission
blocked Lloyds TSB’s 19 billion
pound bid for Abbey in 2001, saying
a takeover would give Lloyds too big
amarket share.

WORLDTRADE

Brazil wins subsidy “victory”
Agricultural powerhouse Brazil on
Monday saw a $10 billion trade
boost from what President Luiz In-
acio Lula da Silva called a victory in
worldtradetalkstoendrichnations’
farm subsidies. Lula’s centre-left
government led poor nations in the
World Trade Organization (WTO)
talks that reached a deal at the week-
end to end billions of dollars in ex-
port subsidies. “The key number is
zero for export subsidies,” Brazilian
Foreign Minister Celso Amorim
told reporters. Amorim expected
the elimination of the subsidies to
create around $200 billion in extra
trade for developing nations. He
sawuptofivepercent,or$10billion,
of that going to Brazil. A top expor-
ter of sugar, coffee, meat, orange
juice and soybeans, Brazil formed
the G20 bloc of poor nations at
WTO talks in Cancun, Mexico last
year to dismantle rich nations’ farm
subsidies. The Cancun talks col-
lapsed as the G20 tried to push agri-
culture into the center of talks.
“Now subsidies are no longer such
a huge obstacle to exports,” Lula
toldabusinessconference.
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Frommodestbeginnings in theUSAto21st centuryEuropean

carriers suchasRyanAirandEasy jet, low-costairlineshave

revolutionisedair travel.SusanaOliveraoffersaglimpseof

thepast,presentandfutureof thisbooming industry

Thenewlow-cost
airlineshavemadeflying
moreaffordable,
ushering inanewera

Newcompanies,
policiesandstrategies
havebroughtairfares
downdramatically

Low-cost flightshavecontributedtothe

transformationofGirona’sairport.Many

of thetouristsyou’llseeontheRambles

inBarcelonahavearrivedontheseflights.

Above,RyanairpresidentMichael

O’Leary. / ARCHIVE

SUSANNAOLIVEIRA

The first low-cost flight took off
from the Dallas-Fort Worth airport
in the United States in 1971. But, in
Europe we had to wait until 1993,
when the liberalisation of the air
transport sector allowed new com-
panies to compete with the tradi-
tional airlines, most of which were
state-run. New companies, new po-
liciesandnewcommercialstrategies
have made it possible for airfares to
comedownagreatdeal.

Nowadays, it is relatively easy to
travel to a major European city for
30 or 40 euros. One just needs to get
onto internet, search around a bit,
and have a credit card handy. The
new low-cost airlines have ushered
in a new way of travelling and have
enticed more people to take last-
minute weekend getaways, extra
trips to their second homes, or even
the odd impromptu business trip.

This is a new situation caused by
the discounts in the sky and fares
that are governed by the laws of sup-
ply and demand: the sooner one re-
serves his or her flight, the easier it
is to get a good price. However, the
typical in-flight meal will be re-
placedbyavendingserviceforsnack
foods, the traditional ticket will be
replaced by a reservation code, and
if travellers reserve their tickets by
telephone or through a travel agen-
cy, the fare will be higher. All of this
reflects the philosophy of these
companies: eliminate extras and of-
fermorecompetitive fares.

“The elimination of aerial bor-
ders in Europe revolutionised the
scene,” explains Alvaro Midel-
mann,directorofAirBerlininSpain
and Portugal. “And our old aspira-
tion, which could create an even

greater revolution, is the open skies
agreement that is currently being
negotiated between the United
States and Europe.” Transatlantic
flights are still governed by bilateral
agreements.

This new business began in the
mid-1990s, but the great boom in it
has only occurred over the last two
years. In the mid-1990s, there were
onlythreecompaniesinthismarket,
Easyjet, Ryanair and British Air-
ways’ Go. At present, there are near-
ly fifty low-cost airlines operating in

Europe, the majority of which fly
out of the British Isles and Central
Europe, with routes mainly going to
Mediterranean destinations. How-
ever, there are also many routes be-
tween the major cities throughout
Europe.

THELEADERS

Easyjet, one of the leaders in the sec-
tor,wascreated in1995, flyinga fleet
of just two planes and operating out
of a pre-fabricated building on the
edge of London’s Luton Airport,
where it still has its headquarters. “A
company without luxuries, infor-

mal and practical,” they state, where
ties are literally banned. Currently it
has a fleet of 77 airplanes, with ex-
pectations of owning more than 160
in three years’ time, and catering to
more than 20 million passengers.

Another leader, the Irish com-
pany, Ryanair, has experienced a
similar spectacular growth. It also
began very discreetly, in 1985, with
adailyflightbetweenWaterfordand
London’s Gatwick Airport with a
15-passenger plane. Nowadays, it
flies to 84 European airports, and
last year it transported 18 million
passengers. It has a fleet of almost 60
planes and has ordered 100 more
from Boeing. It is currently aiming
at becoming Europe’s number one
airline in the next three years, ahead
of British Airways and Lufthansa,
according to its provocative presi-
dent, Michael O’Leary, who once
dressed up as Saint Peter topromote
flights toRome.

Currently there are three basic
types of low-cost airlines: indepen-
dent companies, like Easyjet, Rya-
nair, Volareweb and Virgin; subsi-
diaries of large airlines, like Basiq
Air, which is part of the KLM group;
andcompanies thatdependonlarge
travel agencies and tour operators,
likeHapag-Lloyd.

THEREISSTILLBUSINESSTODO

Despite the great boom in this new
sector, there are still a great deal of
opportunities, according to the
views shared by the main low-cost
airlines. “We are still in the infancy
of this business,” explains a public
relations official for Ryanair, stating
that there is still a great deal of room
for growth before these kinds air-
lines reach the kind of market share
they currently have in the United
States. And the numbers of passen-
gers continue to rise. According to
figures from the Association of Eu-
ropean Airlines, last year there were
more than 500 million air passen-
gers inEurope,andofthese,150mil-
lion, or 30%, flew with a low-cost
airline.

However, it is not known
whether or not new companies will

continue to spring up, nor how
many will be able to survive the stiff
competition.“If thereare fortynow,
perhaps the dayafter tomorrowwell
have70.Youneverknow,”jokesone
official. However, Cristina Bernabé
of Easyjet, seems to have a clearer
view on this. “In Europe, there is a

market for 4 or 5 low-cost compa-
nies, no more. And the future of
short trips will be TGVs and low-
cost airlines.” The traditional com-
panies, Iberia among them, have
tried to match this stiff competition
with significant discounts and cuts
inextraexpenses, like foodonboard
and commissions to travel agencies.
Some have also created alliances,
like KLM and Air France, and no-
body seems to doubt that a new era
of alliances between airlines has
begun.

Sky-high
discounts
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Justas low-costairlineshaverevolutionisedtheskies,

they have also raised expectations of the business

community on the ground in the regions that they

serve. And Catalonia, where twenty of these compa-

niesoperate, isnoexception.

These companies’ useof secondary airports, due

to their lower user fees, has transformed many of

these facilities, which were virtual ghost towns in the

winter and now are bustling centres of activity year-

round.GironaandReusareprimeexamples.SinceGi-

rona became the Ryanair’s Southern European base,

it has gone from serving basically private pilots and

flightschools inthewinter toaccommodating46com-

mercial flights a day, which connect it with 16 Euro-

pean cities. Reus, for its part, never had more than

2,500 to 3,000 passengers in winter, and now it has

daily flights to and from London and Frankfurt-Hann

(Ryanair), Cologne and Hannover (Hapag-Lloyd) and

Madrid (Air Nostrum), and it expects the number of

routes to increase. Joan Aregio, the president of the

Provincial Council of Tarragona, sees these compa-

nies as a good source of revenue for the different re-

gions. But, each region has to make itself known to

thepassengers. Ryanair,which flies intoReus andGi-

rona,sells thesedestinationsas“Barcelona”,andthe

institutionsof these twoprovinceshavebegunacam-

paign to familiarise passengers with the different at-

tractions and charms of their areas, so that the ma-

joritywillnotheadstraight toBarcelonaandskip their

regionsentirely.

Low-costairlinesareagoodsourceofrevenueforCatalonia

The political institutions assert

that the money they give Ryanair

does not go against the European

Union’s ruling that forced the Irish

company to returnpart of the sub-

sidies ithadreceived fromtheBel-

gianairport, Charleroi. Thesesub-

sidies have sparked off a real war

among the companies and have

also created uncertainty and con-

fusion. Ryanair blames the EU for

allof theconfusionandformaking

them raise their prices with this

decision. “The European Union

got involved and muddled every-

thing up,” says one official, who

admits that thecompanyhascom-

plicatedfinancialagreements.

Legalor
illegal
subsidies?

SUSANNAOLIVEIRA

Low-cost airlines do business on the
internet, save on paper and food, do
awaywithallextrasandgetmorefly-
ingtimeoutoftheirairplanes.These
are the secrets to their success. The
airplane is seen as a taxi, a bus or a
train linking two different cities to-
gether. This is basically the philos-
ophy of most low-cost airlines, and
this is the reason why they are able
tooffer thebest fares.

Would anyone demand to be
served a snack on a bus or train jour-
ney lasting less than two hours? And
especially when airline food is such
a target for criticism and jokes. “For
two hours, a catering service is not
necessary, especially when the peo-
ple dont like it. Moreover, just the
food tray itself could cost as much as
15 euros!”, says Cristina Bernabé,
spokesperson for Easyjet. And it is
not just the cost of the tray and food.
Therearealsothesalariesof thepeo-
ple that serve the food on board and
those that work with the catering
companies, not to mention all the
bureaucracy.

This does not mean travelling
more cramped. Another of the key
elements is that the low-cost airlines
do not have a business class, so there
are more seats in each plane. More
seats and more hours of flying, be-
cause most of these companies’
planes have minimal stopovers of
abouthalfanhour,andthentheyare
in the air again. “We make money
when we are flying”, declares an
Easyjet representative.

The airplanes owned by this lead-
ing British company fly about 11 or
12 hours a day, while those of tradi-
tionalcompaniesare intheair foran
averageof6hours.

They also save on paper. The tra-
ditional airline ticket has disap-
peared, replaced by a simple code
which the company supplies when a
customer makes a reservation and
the customer’s passport or national
I.D. card. Thus, travel agents’ com-
missions have also been eliminated,
and the companies need fewer
workers because most of the reser-
vations are made through internet,
where the lowest fare is always
offered.

Mostof thesecompaniessell94to
98 percent of their tickets through
the net, since doing it by phone or
through a travel agent usually costs
more.

Flying
no-frillsby
internet
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MARKETS  OF  THE  WORLD

LONDON (FTSE 100)

PARIS  (CAC 40)

FRANKFURT (DAX XETRA)
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COMMUNICATION

Avanzit 1,67 1,73 1,67 -0,07 -4,02

Telefónica Móviles 8,27 8,34 8,24 -0,03 -0,36

TPI Pag Amar 5,43 5,44 5,36 0,09 1,69

Prisa 13,13 13,46 13,08 -0,21 -1,57

Amper 3,76 3,80 3,76 -0,04 -1,05

Telefónica 11,9 11,97 11,81 -0,04 -0,34

Jazztel 0,26 0,27 0,25 0,00 0,00

Terra 2,97 3,02 2,96 -0,05 -1,66

Indra 10,52 10,59 10,46 0,02 0,19

Antena3 TV 43,35 44,00 42,91 -0,15 -0,34

Sogecable 30 30,30 29,75 -0,15 -0,50

Tele 5 12,65 12,97 12,52 -0,12 -0,94

Recoletos 5,71 5,74 5,63 0,11 1,96

CONSTRUCTION

Acciona 51 51,05 50,00 0,65 1,29

ACS 13,85 13,87 13,67 0,10 0,73

Ferrovial 37,22 37,28 35,68 1,26 3,50

OHL 6,24 6,25 6,10 -0,04 -0,64

FCC 29,91 30,00 29,39 0,45 1,53

CONSUMER GOODS

Carrefour 14,97 - - 0,00 0,00

Cortefiel 9,25 9,29 9,14 0,13 1,43

Paternina 6,5 6,50 6,50 -0,10 -1,52

CVNE 9,3 9,33 9,30 -0,12 -1,27

Pescanova 16 16,10 15,90 0,01 0,06

Aldeasa 24,07 24,94 24,00 -0,41 -1,67

Dogi Int. Fabrics  S.A. 4,32 4,39 4,30 -0,07 -1,59

Bodegas Riojanas 8,12 8,15 8,12 0,00 0,00

Natracéutical S.A. 0,73 0,73 0,72 0,01 1,39

Puleva Biotech 2,6 2,61 2,56 0,00 0,00

Inditex 18,96 19,02 18,85 -0,01 -0,05

Service Point Solutions 0,42 0,42 0,41 0,00 0,00

T. Algodonera 3,02 3,03 3,01 0,01 0,33

Faes Farma 12,42 12,45 12,36 0,06 0,49

Natra 4,15 4,15 4,06 0,07 1,72

Altadis 25,95 25,96 25,64 0,16 0,62

Vidrala 11,9 11,92 11,90 0,00 0,00

A. Domínguez 16,08 16,16 16,08 0,00 0,00

Ebro Puleva SA 9,71 9,71 9,49 0,22 2,32

Viscofán 7,62 7,66 7,53 0,02 0,26

SOS Cuétara 24,85 24,98 24,85 -0,10 -0,40

Campofrío 11,94 11,95 11,92 0,00 0,00

Zeltia 5,45 5,49 5,32 0,14 2,64

Barón de Ley 33 33,45 33,00 0,25 0,76

ENERGY

Repsol 17,6 17,68 17,50 0,14 0,80

Bayer 22,49 22,60 22,20 0,62 2,83

Enagas S.A. 9,19 9,22 9,10 0,07 0,77

Unión Fenosa 17,63 17,69 17,50 0,13 0,74

Iberdrola 16,92 17,03 16,80 -0,03 -0,18

Hullas C.Cortés 10 10,00 10,00 0,00 0,00

Gas Natural 19,46 19,50 19,24 0,16 0,83

Cepsa 29,72 29,89 29,22 0,28 0,95

Red Eléctrica 13,8 13,80 13,74 0,14 1,02

Endesa 15,16 15,21 14,98 0,13 0,86

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Valencia 17,51 17,65 17,45 -0,04 -0,23

GuipuzcoanoA 21 - - 0,00 0,00

C. Occidente 29,62 29,64 29,25 0,10 0,34

Vasconia 11,82 11,82 11,65 0,03 0,25

Bankinter 29,72 30,09 29,69 -0,25 -0,83

Andalucía 69,8 69,80 68,20 -0,10 -0,14

Galicia 20,5 20,55 20,50 0,00 0,00

Banesto 9,19 9,23 9,06 0,09 0,99

Fastibex 0,45 - - 0,00 0,00

Guipuzcoano 23,3 23,50 22,90 0,00 0,00

Gral. Inversión 1,35 1,35 1,34 -0,01 -0,74

SAN 7,94 7,95 7,84 0,06 0,76

BBVA 11,03 11,09 11,01 0,01 0,09

Atlántico 71,79 - - 0,00 0,00

Alba 24,22 24,50 24,20 0,02 0,08

Pastor 24,2 24,30 24,00 0,14 0,58

Tecnocom 5,91 5,98 5,84 -0,02 -0,34

Cto. Balear 19,25 19,25 19,25 0,24 1,26

Castilla 16,5 16,40 16,40 0,00 0,00

Dinamia 13,21 13,35 13,18 0,03 0,23

Banc Sabadell 16,34 16,43 16,14 0,20 1,24

Corp. Mapfre 9,39 9,53 9,37 -0,04 -0,42

Popular 44,36 44,80 44,30 -0,37 -0,83

Unipapel 15,53 15,53 15,53 0,05 0,32

INVESTMENT GOODS

CAF 57 57,00 56,00 0,00 0,00

Ercros 0,33 0,33 0,32 0,01 3,13

EADS 22,52 22,73 22,27 -0,10 -0,44

EPPIC 0,22 - - 0,00 0,00

Mecalux 5,83 5,83 5,76 0,03 0,52

C. Portland 47,08 47,88 46,74 -0,81 -1,69

Ence 23 23,25 22,90 -0,25 -1,08

Reno de Medicci 0,61 0,61 0,61 0,00 0,00

E.del Zinc 1,71 1,71 1,71 0,01 0,59

Volkswagen 34,11 34,11 34,10 0,25 0,74

Uralita 3,09 3,09 3,00 0,06 1,98

Tubos Reunidos 6 6,00 6,00 0,00 0,00

Tudor 5,95 - - 0,00 0,00

Tubacex 1,64 1,64 1,59 0,02 1,23

Acerinox 11,44 11,59 11,44 -0,06 -0,52

Tafisa 1,1 1,17 1,06 -0,03 -2,65

CIE AUTOMOTIVE 11,5 11,50 11,50 -0,02 -0,17

Miquel y Costas 43,5 43,50 43,25 0,00 0,00

Seda Barna 1,99 2,00 1,98 0,00 0,00

Azkoyen 6,11 6,18 6,10 -0,07 -1,13

Europac 3,54 3,55 3,45 0,05 1,43

N.Montaña 0,34 0,34 0,34 0,00 0,00

Nicolás Correa 2,81 2,81 2,73 -0,01 -0,35

Iberpapel 14,93 15,00 14,90 -0,09 -0,60

Duro Felguera 5,67 5,67 5,57 0,10 1,80

Arcelor S.A. 14,14 14,19 13,96 0,14 1,00

Lingotes 4,6 4,59 4,59 0,00 0,00

Zardoya Otis 16,26 16,40 16,19 0,10 0,62

Global Steel 1,99 1,99 1,99 0,01 0,51

Gamesa 10,85 11,47 10,71 -0,47 -4,15

Sniace 0,69 0,69 0,66 0,01 1,47

MARKET SERVICES

Aguas Barna. 14,36 14,37 14,30 0,16 1,13

Amadeus 5,28 5,41 5,26 -0,04 -0,75

Abertis 14,45 14,46 14,07 0,38 2,70

Abengoa 7,12 7,20 7,11 0,02 0,28

Metrovacesa 33,35 33,35 32,96 0,35 1,06

Sacyr-Valle 11,27 11,29 11,22 0,04 0,36

Urbis 9,29 9,29 9,27 0,00 0,00

Urbas 0,62 0,62 0,59 0,02 3,33

Telepizza 1,54 1,55 1,52 0,03 1,99

Transp. Azkar 6,15 6,15 6,06 0,06 0,99

Sotogrande 7,9 7,90 7,86 -0,10 -1,25

Sol Meliá 6,81 6,84 6,80 0,00 0,00

Prosegur 13,02 13,30 12,93 0,07 0,54

Iberia 2,09 2,11 2,08 0,00 0,00

NH Hoteles 8,79 8,82 8,67 0,19 2,21

IBEX 35

Inbesós 4,29 - - 0,00 0,00

Logista 32 32,25 31,52 -0,22 -0,68

G. Inmocaral S.A. 2,42 2,42 2,38 0,01 0,41

Indo Internac. 7,03 7,04 7,03 -0,07 -0,99

Funespaña 6,83 6,85 6,83 0,03 0,44

Fadesa Inmobiliaria 11 11,10 11,00 0,00 0,00

Europistas 5,02 5,03 5,01 -0,01 -0,20

Elecnor 36,85 - - 0,00 0,00

Inm.Colonial 23,55 23,60 23,00 0,11 0,47

Befesa 12,4 - - 0,00 0,00

Testa Inmuebles 14 13,70 13,70 0,00 0,00

BARCELONA STOCK EXCHANGE MADRID STOCK EXCHANGE

Name Last (Euros) Max. Min. Chg. Chg.% Name Last (Euros) Max. Min. Chg. Chg.%

BEST PERFORMING STOCKS

Stock Last.Euros Chg.%

Brasken, S.A. 17,20 4,81

Gerdau Preferentes 12,25 3,81

Ferrovial 37,22 3,50

Urbas 0,62 3,33

Ercros 0,33 3,13

Volcan C.M. 2,08 2,97

WORST PERFORMING STOCKS

MOST ACTIVE ISSUES

Stock                         Issues traded(000’s)        Volume.Eu(000’s)

SAN 78.409 622.571

BBVA 27.879 307.506

Telefónica 26.291 312.863

Repsol 9.143 160.923

Iberdrola 5.876 99.420

Endesa 5.616 85.134

OTHER MARKETS

Bilbao 1.422 1.424 1.418 3,93 0,28

Valencia 665 665 665 1,80 0,27

Milán MIB 30 27.663 27.709 27.601 92,00 0,33

Tokio Nikkey 11.141 11.259 11.103 -81,67 -0,73

S&P 1.103 1.107 1.102 -3,85 -0,35

Nasdaq 1.388 1.405 1.387 -18,59 -1,32

Latibex 815 819 811 5,10 0,63

Stock Last. Max. Min. Chg. Chg.%

Name Last (Euros) Max. Min. Chg. Chg.%

Stock Last.Euros Chg.%

Gamesa 10,85 -4,15

Avanzit 1,67 -4,02

Tafisa 1,10 -2,65

C. Portland 47,08 -1,69

Aldeasa 24,07 -1,67

Terra 2,97 -1,66

MARKET SECTORS

�����

�����

Wes28 Thu29 Fri30 Mon02 Tue03 Wes28 Thu29 Fri30 Mon02 Tue03 Wes28 Thu29 Fri30 Mon02 Tue03

(*) Index at half session

Source:Morgan Stanley. Tel.: 901 11 64 31

Name Last (Euros) Max. Min. Chg. Chg.%

Grupo Alfa A 27,65 27,65 27,65 0,15 0,55

América Móvil 29,6 29,92 29,60 0,05 0,17

Banco Bradesco 38,1 38,38 38,10 -0,13 -0,34

Brasken, S.A. 17,2 17,20 17,01 0,79 4,81

Bradespar Ord. 15,52 15,60 15,52 -0,11 -0,70

Bradespar Pref. 16,43 16,73 16,43 0,42 2,62

Cemig Preference 14,91 15,22 14,91 0,13 0,88

Copel Pref.B 2,96 3,03 2,96 0,00 0,00

Banco de Chile 26 26,05 26,00 -0,12 -0,46

D y S 12,55 12,56 12,55 0,00 0,00

Electrobras Pref. 5,52 5,63 5,52 0,08 1,47

Electrobras 4 - - 0,00 0,00

Enersis 5 5,03 5,00 0,00 0,00

Endesa Chile 11 11,00 11,00 0,00 0,00

BBVA Bancomer 17,18 - - 0,00 0,00

Gerdau Preferentes 12,25 12,25 12,05 0,45 3,81

Net S. Comunicacao 1,76 1,77 1,75 0,01 0,57

Grupo Modelo C 20,55 20,55 20,45 -0,05 -0,24

Petrobras Ordinary 23,24 23,32 23,23 0,05 0,22

Petrobras Preference 21,17 21,28 21,17 0,08 0,38

Suzano 2,8 - - 0,00 0,00

Suzano Petroq.SA Pr. 0,15 - - 0,00 0,00

Telmex 25,85 26,00 25,85 0,25 0,98

Corp. UBS Int. 2,11 2,12 2,11 -0,01 -0,47

Vale Do Río doce Ord.44,56 44,80 44,56 0,59 1,34

Vale Rio doce 36,75 36,95 36,75 0,65 1,80

Volcan C.M. 2,08 2,08 2,08 0,06 2,97

Arac Celul B 2,84 2,88 2,84 0,00 0,00

Banco Francés 2,9 - - 0,00 0,00

B. Rio Plata B 0,9 - - 0,00 0,00

LATIBEX

Day Day Day Day

BBA - MBA Programs

Ganduxer, 70 - 08021 Barcelona
info.bcn@euruni.edu - Tel. 932018171

WWW.EURUNI.EDU871018/593710B

STOCK MARKET

Last. Euros: NAV at close; Chg: Difference between last value and value from previous day; Chg %: Difference in percentage between last value and value
from previous day; Max: Maximum value reached during the day; Min: Minimum value reached during the day; NAV: Last Net Asset Value; Mnth Yld: NAV
Variation since beginning of the month; YTD: NAV Variation since beginning of the year.

market report X REUTERS

J Oil stocks drove European equity mar-

kets to a higher close yesterday with

Shell in the lead as oil prices hit record

highs, but economic worries and Royal

Bank of Scotland’s disappointing results

put a curb on any jubilation. U.S. oil

prices above $44 a barrel and data sho-

wing that US consumer spending had

taken a much deeper dive than expected

in June added to the perception among

investors that growth may be peaking

in the world’s biggest economy. The

FTSE Eurotop 300 index of pan-Euro-

pean blue chips gained 0.32 percent to

end at 983.9 points on seasonally light

volumes made thinner by investor cau-

tion. “We’ve been a bit worried about

the market for some time,” said Gerry

Celaya, chief strategist at Red Tower

Research, and he went on to mention

that a major technical ceiling was be-

ginning to form for the Eurotop 300.

Oil stocks fuel European stocks

Arxiu Municipal de Girona. Catalonia Today. 4/8/2004. Page 10
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AHORRO CORPORACIÓN
AC Acciones 14,96 -2,05 3,31

AC Australasia 3,92 0,00 7,65

AC Cuenta FT 1.312,55 0,25 0,57

AC Deuda FT 13,78 0,17 0,65

AC Divisa 7,02 -3,92 0,54

AC Euroacciones 4,19 -2,37 -2,21

AC Largo FT 11,29 0,38 1,06

Ahorrofondo 39,75 -0,89 2,33

Fonmix Laietana 4,59 1,06 1,92

BANCO POPULAR
Eurovalor Bolsa 181,88 0,00 3,22

Eurovalor Bolsa Europea 44,81 0,00 -1,51

Eurovalor Bolsa Internac. 38,22 0,00 -0,80

Eurovalor Dinero 1.578,34 0,00 0,65

Eurovalor Mixto 15 73,39 0,00 1,04

Eurovalor Mixto 30 69,22 0,00 1,69

Eurovalor mixto 70 2,57 0,00 -1,39

Eurovalor Renta Fija 6,18 0,00 0,83

Eurovalor RF Corto 77,31 0,00 0,92

Eurovalor Sector Inmobil. 88,50 0,00 14,44

Eurovalor Tesoreria 810,51 0,00 0,59

BANCO SABADELL
Inversabadell 25 15,73 0,00 0,94

Inversabadell 50 4,91 0,00 0,37

Invertecnocredit 5,96 0,00 1,00

MB Divisas 1 7,24 0,00 4,65

MB Fondo 2 15,43 0,00 2,29

Sabadell Bonos Euro 14,15 0,00 1,97

Sabadell Dinero 9,80 0,00 0,63

Sabadell Dolar Bolsa 6,27 0,00 -5,34

Sabadell Europa Bolsa 7,42 0,00 -0,47

Sabadell Global 3,74 0,00 2,05

Sabadell Interes Euro 1 17,82 0,00 0,66

Sabadell Interes Euro 3 15,87 0,00 1,12

Sabadell Interes Euro 4 8,00 0,00 0,81

Solbank Dinero 8,19 0,00 0,62

Solbank Interes Euro 12,67 0,00 0,59

BANKINTER
BK Bolsa Euribex 1.665,33 0,00 0,87

BK Bolsa Internacional 582,15 0,00 0,52

BK Dinero 1.216,56 0,00 0,67

BK Fondo Fijo 22,03 0,00 0,62

BK Mixto Espa a 50 1.156,00 0,00 1,04

BK Mixto Europa 20 67,84 0,00 0,30

BK Renta V. Europea 46,74 0,00 -4,61

Fondo Telefonico CP 982,86 0,00 0,84

BANKPYME
Bankpyme Comunicaciones 5,52 0,00 -4,44

Bankpyme Eurovalor 5,19 0,00 0,40

Bankpyme Multifix 25 RV 13,54 0,00 1,76

Bankpyme Swiss 18,86 0,00 0,36

Bankpyme Top Class 75 RV 9,46 0,00 1,68

BBVA
BBVA Biofarma 507,35 0,00 1,61

BBVA Bolsa Europa 61,05 0,00 0,62

BBVA Bolsa Internacional 11,59 0,00 1,58

BBVA Bolsa Japon 3,69 0,00 5,98

BBVA Bono 2000 A 1.084,69 0,00 1,13

BBVA Bonos USA 10,79 0,00 4,30

BBVA Crecimiento Europa 6,78 0,00 -0,75

BBVA Dinero 1.904,25 0,00 0,59

BBVA Fonbolsa Int.G 11,38 0,00 0,09

BBVA Mix 80 A 533,31 0,00 1,60

BBVA Multifondo Dinamic. 512,24 0,00 3,61

BBVA Plan Renta 1.047,42 0,00 1,63

BBVA RF Largo 13,85 0,00 1,21

BBVA Small Caps Europa 6,99 0,00 16,63

CAIXA CATALUNYA
Caixa Cat. Borsa 5 5,83 0,00 0,62

Caixa Cat. Borsa Europea 3,94 0,00 -1,26

Caixa Cat. Borsa Usa 3,31 0,00 3,67

Caixa Cat. Dinero 1.812,31 0,00 0,66

Caixa Cat. Global 11,76 0,00 0,46

Caixa Cat. Index 8,04 0,00 4,42

Caixa Cat. Inversio 2 4,48 0,00 -0,36

Caixa Cat. Patrimoni 7,80 0,00 0,61

Caixa Cat. Patrimoni Plus 7,53 0,00 0,85

Caixa Cat. Plus 7,84 0,00 0,75

Caixa Cat. Previsio 18,06 0,00 1,66

Caixa Cat. Sanitat 4,61 0,00 -1,73

Caixa Cat. Telecomunic. 1,99 0,00 -2,74

CAIXA GIRONA
Caixagirona Estalvi 10,29 0,00 0,38

Caixagirona Euromixt 20 8,13 0,00 1,07

Caixagirona Euromixt 40 6,25 0,00 0,36

Caixagirona Global 5,99 0,00 1,06

Caixagirona Monetari 2,05 0,00 0,12

Giroborsa 3,64 0,00 1,05

CAIXA LAIETANA
Fonlaietana 16,50 -0,27 1,48

Fonlaietana 30 1.357,37 -1,15 -0,06

Laidiner 1.676,76 0,89 1,54

Laietana Bolsa 3,64 -3,84 -2,10

CAIXA PENEDÉS
Fonpenedes 9,15 0,00 0,17

Fonpenedes Borsa 5,59 0,00 2,70

Fonpenedes Borsa Japo 6,17 0,00 2,11

Fonpenedes Borsa USA 5,19 0,00 0,04

Fonpenedes Diner 8,55 0,00 0,59

Fonpenedes Euroborsa 100 3,62 0,00 0,06

Fonpenedes Inversio 7,47 0,00 0,30

Fonpenedes Mixt Euroem. 12,31 0,00 5,01

Fonpenedes Tecnologia 4,41 0,00 -3,51

Fonpenedes Variable Mixt 4,60 0,00 0,52

CAIXA TARRAGONA
Tarragonafons 1 712,12 0,00 0,61

Tarragonafons 10 7,43 0,00 0,68

Tarragonafons 2 5,93 0,00 -0,67

Tarragonafons 3 7,93 0,00 1,15

Tarragonafons 4 5,89 0,00 -2,32

Tarragonafons 5 7,59 0,00 0,66

Tarragonafons Global 6,17 0,00 0,65

CAIXA TERRASA
CT Diner 10,62 0,00 0,69

CT EUROFIX FIM 10,43 0,00 0,80

CT Euromixt 25 9,75 0,00 0,54

CT EUROMIXT 50 9,89 0,00 0,89

CT Euromixt 75 8,39 0,00 1,02

CT Global 100 6,64 0,00 1,12

CAJA MADRID
Fondmadrid 1.538,19 0,00 0,58

Invermadrid FT 14,20 0,00 0,79

Madrid Bolsa 100 10,28 0,00 -1,08

Madrid Bolsa Activa 6,67 0,00 0,59

Madrid Bolsa Europea 5,14 0,00 -0,85

Madrid Deuda Ft 10,63 0,00 1,28

Madrid Premiere 12,73 0,00 1,57

Plusmadrid 25 6,38 0,00 0,51

Plusmadrid 50 5,57 0,00 -0,39

Plusmadrid Int.50 7,75 0,00 -0,56

CAJA MANRESA
Caixa Manresa Mundiborsa 21,06 -2,81 -0,09

Caixamanresa Op.Globals 22,37 0,00 2,38

Cem Tesoreria 7,42 0,50 1,22

Eurocem 6,36 -2,58 0,35

Fonmanresa 1.556,62 0,34 0,84

Invermanresa 16,00 0,03 1,55

Invermanresa 2 9,47 0,72 2,69

CAM (CAJA DEL MEDITERRANEO)
CAM Bolsa Indice 5,65 -2,20 2,94

CAM Dinero 1 1.178,21 0,27 0,64

CAM Dinero Plus 926,25 0,41 0,73

CAM High Yield 7,06 -0,15 1,45

CAM Mixto 25 556,97 -0,57 1,03

CAM Mixto Variable Europa 8,19 -4,81 -1,56

DEUTSCHE BANK
DB Acciones 17,65 0,00 3,51

DB Capital 1 7,45 0,00 0,39

DB Capital 2 7,39 0,00 0,26

DB Diner 1.178,94 0,00 0,69

DB Diner II 862,61 0,00 0,68

DB Europa bolsa 7,18 0,00 0,45

DB Mixta 17,42 0,00 1,25

DB Norteamerica Bolsa 5,07 0,00 0,23

GAESCO
Cahispa Multifondo 56,28 0,00 1,64

Catalunya Fons 13,44 0,00 8,48

Eurofondo 11,60 0,00 3,10

Gaesco Fondo de Fondos 5,72 0,00 1,96

Gaesco Multinacional 42,33 0,00 -6,62

Gaescoquant 3,12 0,00 -4,92

IBERCAJA
Ibercaja Ahorro 16,16 0,00 0,66

Ibercaja Bolsa Europa 4,60 0,00 0,10

Ibercaja Bolsa Internac. 5,90 0,00 -1,84

Ibercaja Euro 6,87 0,00 2,04

Ibercaja Renta Internac. 5,01 0,00 1,99

Ibercaja Sec.Inmobiliario 10,19 0,00 9,08

«LA CAIXA»
Fonc. 17Mixto Internacional 9,26 0,00 0,41

Fonc. 18 RV Mixto Internacional 8,13 0,00 0,40

Fonc.64 Pat.Bol.Ind.Euro 4,60 0,00 0,38

Fonc.65 Bol Indice.Esp 4,44 0,00 1,25

Foncaixa 56 Patr.50 RV 5,85 0,00 0,64

Foncaixa 57 RFLargo Euro 14,87 0,00 0,51

Foncaixa 94 FF Bolsa Europea 6,33 0,00 0,69

Foncaixa Ahorro 2 18,78 0,00 0,18

Foncaixa Ahorro 7 16,47 0,00 0,88

Foncaixa Bolsa 33 22,72 0,00 3,06

Foncaixa Bolsa 43 5,25 0,00 0,42

Foncaixa Bolsa 5 20,83 0,00 -0,23

Foncaixa Bolsa 52 4,83 0,00 0,17

Foncaixa Bolsa 53 6,24 0,00 0,12

Foncaixa Bolsa 54 5,20 0,00 4,65

Foncaixa Bolsa 55 4,74 0,00 1,62

Foncaixa Bolsa 62 3,42 0,00 1,93

Foncaixa Bolsa 63 5,25 0,00 12,42

Foncaixa Dinero 6 601,01 0,00 -

Foncaixa Dinero77 13,47 0,00 0,18

Foncaixa Futuro 21 6,85 0,00 0,41

Foncaixa Internacional 1 0,36 - 3,45

Foncaixa Mixto 25 7,34 0,00 -0,15

Foncaixa Mixto 28 7,34 0,00 -0,12

Foncaixa Mixto 29 7,53 0,00 1,94

Foncaixa Mixto 38 6,96 0,00 -0,01

Foncaixa Mixto 42 7,24 0,00 1,89

Foncaixa Patrimonio 16 8,49 0,00 1,06

MAPFRE
Fondmapfre Bolsa 18,49 0,00 2,39

Fondmapfre Bolsa Europa 4,29 0,00 -0,53

Fondmapfre Diversificac. 9,79 0,00 1,91

Fondmapfre Internacional 952,43 0,00 1,56

Fondmapfre Rta. Mixto 7,23 0,00 1,13

MORGAN STANLEY
MS Ahorro 18,31 0,07 1,11

MS Bolsa 20,89 -0,76 2,21

MS Bolsa Internacional 7,31 -0,40 -0,22

MS Bolsaplus 16,18 -0,67 1,38

MS Dinerplus 1.407,55 0,01 0,60

MS Divisa 8,52 0,09 1,11

MS Euro Acciones 6,30 -0,21 2,90

MS Euro Deuda 7,87 0,31 2,06

MS Euro Global 7,38 0,01 1,78

MS Euro Seleccion 7,22 -0,54 3,44

MS Fondo 23,61 0,07 1,30

MS Fondo 19 16,92 -0,12 1,48

MS Fondo 25 879,27 0,01 0,80

MS Fondos Agresivo 8,00 0,00 3,53

MS Fondos Conservador 9,76 0,00 2,16

MS Fondos Moderado 8,74 0,01 2,89

MSS Asian Equity A 14,52 -0,68 -3,33

MSS European Eq Growth B 8,21 -0,24 -1,68

MSS Global Brands A 30,76 0,16 5,02

MSS Global Sm Cap Val A 19,92 0,05 10,67

MSS Global Value Eq A 28,24 -0,18 4,21

SCH
Banesto Bolsas Europeas 4,71 0,00 -1,18

Banesto Dinero 15,41 0,00 0,29

Banesto Especial Dinero 7,34 0,00 0,91

Banesto Especial RF 7,80 0,00 1,42

Banesto Especial RV 5,34 0,00 4,71

Banesto Fons. Cat. Mixt 10,81 0,00 0,60

Banesto Mixto Extra 5,81 0,00 0,09

Banesto Mixto Fijo 2 6,41 0,00 0,03

BCH Acciones 10,47 0,00 3,73

BCH Fondimo 1 1.791,37 0,00 0,64

BCH Fondimo 2 1.177,04 0,00 0,62

BCH Int. Acciones 92,35 0,00 3,18

BCH Interes Diario 7,75 0,00 0,10

BCH Internet 30,07 0,00 -7,82

BCH Mixto Iberoamerica 75,29 0,00 2,87

BCH Salud 41,89 0,00 0,78

BSN Banif Acc. Esp. 26,95 0,00 3,83

BSN Banif Acc. Euro 5,65 0,00 -0,55

BSN Banif Acciones Emerg. 55,85 0,00 -1,41

BSN Banif Acciones Japon 279,46 0,00 8,19

BSN Banif Dinero 1.817,47 0,00 0,73

BSN Banif SILA 10,39 0,00 5,80

Extradinero Banesto 844,28 0,00 0,58

Sant. A Eleccion 614,55 0,00 1,29

Sant. Acciones 2,10 0,00 -0,97

Sant. Acciones Europeas 11,57 0,00 2,07

Sant. Dinero FT. 1.259,76 0,00 0,50

Sant. Growth 5,99 -0,04 0,81

Sant. Indice 11,68 0,00 3,93

Sant. Rentabilidad Europa 647,65 0,00 0,62

SCH Euroindice 5,93 0,00 1,20

SCH Japon 29,35 0,00 9,40

SCH Mixto Renta Fija 90/10 10,48 0,00 0,46

SCH Selec.Fds Global 45,44 0,00 2,02

Currency per Euro

US Dollar 1,202

Sterling Pound 0,661

Japanese Yen 133,230

Swiss Franc 1,541

Swedesh Crown 9,209

Danish Crown 7,436

Norwegian Crown 8,426

Canadian dollar 1,604

Austr.Dollar 1,718

NewZelandDollar 1,883

Polish Zloty 4,419

Hung.Floris 250,750

Eslov.Crown 40,175

Czech. Crown 31,747

Cyprus Pound 0,580

Eston.Crown 15,648

MORTGAGE INTEREST RATE

-2004 Avg Rate

Banks 3,245

Saving Banks 3,362

Avg.Credit Banks 3,307

CECA 4,625

Mibor 2,405

Euribor 2,404

Basic Metals $/Tm. Market Price

Aluminium London 1.686,00
Copper London 2.895,00
Tin London 8.950,00
Nickel London 14.110,00
Lead London 1.038,00
Zinc London 1.018,00

Precious Metals $/ounze Market Price

Gold London 421,80
Palladium London 326,00
Silver London 8,10
Platimun London 906,00

Crude Oil (euros) Market Price

Brent London 40,59

CURRENCIES AND INTEREST RATES

METALS

Abn Amro 17,06 2,03
Aegon 9,32 0,87
Air Liquide 133,50 0,68
Alcatel Altshom 10,44 0,68
Allianz AG 78,56 -0,56
Aventis 65,75 0,84
Axa 17,02 0,77
Basf 44,67 1,48
Bayer AG 22,10 0,50
BBVA 11,03 0,09
BNP-Paribas 49,52 1,98
Carrefour 39,22 -0,18
DaimlerChrysler 36,66 -0,14
Danone 68,50 0,66
Deutsche Bank 56,73 0,12
Deutsche Telekom 13,93 1,53
E.ON-AG 59,30 0,25
Endesa 15,16 0,86
Enel SPA 6,56 -0,20
ENI ITL 17,10 -0,11
Fortis NV 18,00 0,56
France Telecom 20,44 0,79
Generali Assic 21,74 -0,09
Iberdrola 16,92 -0,18
Ing Groep 19,16 0,84

Koniinkligje Ahold 6,08 1,00
Konin Philips 19,75 -0,10
L’Oreal 59,15 -0,08
L.V.M.H. 56,20 0,27
LAFARGE 71,60 0,99
Muench Rueck Nam 78,51 -0,49
Nokia Helsinki 9,56 0,95
Olivetti & C 2,475 0,00
Repsol 17,60 0,80
Royal Dutch 42,09 1,74
Rwe St 40,88 0,96
Saint-Gobain 40,48 -0,10
SAN 7,94 0,76
San Paolo Imi 9,38 -0,11
Sanofi 55,55 0,36
Siemens 57,90 0,26
Societe Generale 67,85 -0,22
Suez Lyonn Eaux 16,25 -0,06
TECOM IT MOB 4,41 0,02
Telefónica 11,90 -0,34
Total Fina 162,70 1,81
Unicredit 3,98 -0,25
Unilever Cert. 50,45 -0,20
Vivendi (EX CGE) 20,52 0,24
Volkswagen Ag 34,20 0,59

Fund NAV. M.Yld% YTD% Fund NAV. M.Yld% YTD% Fund NAV M.Yld% YTD% Stock Euros Chg.% Stock Euros Chg.%

EURO STOXX 50INVESTMENT FUNDS

New York

Stock Last Min.Year Max.Year Prev.Close

Telefónica 42,97 34,38 51,67 43,30
BSCH 9,60 8,35 12,40 9,58
Repsol 21,20 15,98 22,58 21,08
Endesa 18,44 15,15 20,55 18,26
Cameco Corp 60,78 30,83 62,15 62,00
BBVA 13,32 10,21 14,55 13,32

Paris

Stock Last Min.Year Max.Year Prev.Close

Telefónica 11,86 10,03 13,56 11,91
B. Popular 44,60 38,00 55,00 42,51
BSCH 51,20 19,45 54,50 51,00

Frankfurt

Stock Last Min.Year Max.Year Prev.Close

Telefónica 11,82 10,07 13,55 11,98
Repsol 17,55 13,95 18,52 17,60
BSCH 7,20 6,51 12,20 7,13
BBVA 11,00 8,91 11,45 10,94

SPANISH STOCKS IN THE WORLD

Source:Morgan Stanley. Tel.: 901 11 64 31

Close: 2.712,45 Chg: 0,60%
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STOCK MARKET

MIBOR

Termini Mitjà Màxim Mínim

1 setmana 2,04% 2,05% 2,04%

1 mes 2,07% 2,09% 2,06%

2 mesos 2,07% 2,09% 2,07%

3 mesos 2,10% 2,10% 2,10%

6 mesos 2,17% 2,17% 2,17%

1 any - - -
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Mayor JoanClosandJoséNatividadGonzález, theGovernorofNuevoLeónandMexicandelegatefor theMonterreybid,after theannouncementyesterday / LLUÍSCRUSET

TheMexicanstressed that theywouldavoid thepitfalls thathavebeset theBarcelonaForum

MICHAELBUNN

Joan Clos, the mayor of Barcelona
and president of the Forum of Cul-
tures, announced yesterday that the
Mexican city of Monterrey will be
the location for the next Forum, to
be held in 2007. Clos told a press
conference that the administrative
organisation Fundació Forum “has
unanimously approved the Mon-
terrey proposal” which was submit-
ted yesterday by a Mexican delega-
tion. The mayor added that the de-
cision would be formalised “in Sep-
tember, to coincide with the end of
Forum 2004, in an official act in

which we will hand over the baton”.
Theformalproposalwasmadeby

José Natividad González, the gover-
nor of Nuevo León, the capital of
which is Monterrey. After express-
ing his great satisfaction at the deci-
sion, González went on to describe
the plans that had been drafted for
the Monterrey Forum, while men-
tioning in passing some of the ”in-
sufficienciesanddeficiencies”of the
Barcelona Forum though, he said
this was “entirely normal” for such
an event which was being held for
the first time.

Thus, González said they did not

plan to charge people to enter the
Forum area, only to attend “specific
shows or events”. He also declared
that the Monterrey Forum will last
for 90 days, and not 141, as in the
caseofBarcelona.HesaidthatMon-
terrery would have fewer cultural
events and they would not set such
an ambitious target for visitor num-
bers as Barcelona had done. The ini-
tial target for the event in Barcelona
had been five million, though this
figure was withdrawn by the Forum
organisationlastweek,withouthav-
ing been replaced by another figure.

Thegovernorsaidthat ithadbeen

a mistake to “set a numerical target
which was more suitable for inter-
national fairs and exhibitions than
forameetingpointof ideas”.

In contrast, González said that he
estimated that the Monterrey For-
umwouldreceive“aroundamillion
visitors during the three-month
period”. He added that Monterrey
”is one of the safest cities in Latin
America”, and stressed that the in-
crease in revenge killings between
gangs of drug traffickers recorded in
Nuevo León during recent years
“does not represent any risk for the
organisationof theevent”.

Clos announces Monterrey to host
the next Forum of Cultures in 2007

MICHAELBUNN

The city of Barcelona continues to
be an irresistible location for film-
makers, as the Barcelona Plató film
commission announced yesterday
that three films, a drama, a TV mov-
ie and a documentary are currently
in the production stage and will be
filmed in Barcelona in the autumn.
All three films will be made with the
help of Barcelona Plató Film Com-
mission, which has organised the
necessary filmingpermits.

Thefirst film,whichwillbeco-di-
rected by Juan Cruz and Jose Cor-
bacho, is Tapas, a tragi-comedy that
recounts the lives of a group of peo-
ple who live in the same neighbour-
hood. The characters include an el-
derly couple facing up to their fear
of death and loneliness, a young
couple trying to find work, a bar
owner who lives together with his
wife and his new cook and a woman
who is in love with a man that lives
in Argentina, with whom she com-

municates over the Internet. One of
the actors who has been confirmed
for the film is Maria Galiana, who
has become a familiar face on tele-
vision recently as the grandmother
in the TV series Cuéntame que pasó.

Meanwhile, another actor from
the aforementioned TV series, Im-
anol Arias, will be starring in Men-
tiras, a film made for TV3 and Canal
9 which will be directed by Miguel
Perelló. The film tells the double life
of Fabian, a highly-successful judge

who cannot accept his own homo-
sexuality. The problems start when
Fabian falls deeply in love with
Amadeus, and the relationship
proves to be a trap from which Fa-
biancannotescape.

Finally, JaimeCaminowillalsobe
filming his new documentary By the
grace of God in Barcelona. This doc-
umentary deals with the post-civil
war period, and includes testimon-
ies from people who lived through
theageofhardship.

Film commission announces Barcelona to be
the location for three new films in autumn

Following restoration work to the
Canonical chapel of Seu Vella in
Lleida, significant remains of decor-
ative paintings from the baroque
have been discovered. A team of six
specialists who were restoring frag-
ments of paintings from the 13th
century in the building also discov-
ered paintings from the 16th centu-
ry decorating the walls of one of the
upper-floor rooms. In the next two
years, the Ministry of Culture plans
to complete the restoration of the
chapel, which acted as a cathedral in
Lleida during the 13th century. The
chapel has been used for different
purposes since the 13th century and
has been renovated several times.

Baroque art
remains
discovered

The internationally-renowned Tàr-
rega theatre festival, which runs
from 9 to 12 September, will this
year feature five companies per-
forming at the Plaça de Nacions
senseEstat.LaFactoriaMascarówill
be performing Ai que em mullo!
(Hey, I’m getting wet!), which uses
water as a link between the dancers
and the spectators, Claire will be
presenting her new dance work, De
Paseo (Out for a walk) and the Bas-
que company Gaitzerdi Teatro will
be performing a show which com-
binesdanceand sonet lumière.

Theatre and
dance shows in
Tàrrega square

The Museu del Juguet (Toy Mu-
seum), in Figueres, has recently ac-
quired two previously unknown
photographs of Salvador Dalí to ex-
hibit in the exhibition Els vint pri-
mers anys de Dalí, on the painter’s
early years. One of the goals of the
exhibition is to encourage the heirs
of the people who actually met Dalí
to dust off the family documents in
search for any text or photograph
related to the Catalan artist. And,
apparently, this goal has been suc-
cessfully completed: apart from the
moving photograhs in which Dalí
appears with his sister Anna Maria,
found in private files investigated by
the organizers, two new pictures
have been handed over by two indi-
viduals. One, taken in 1924, shows
a teenager Dalí on Easter Sunday
blessing two children, whereas the
other shows the artist next to his
work Composition with three figures.

Two unknown
photographs in
Dalí exhibition
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BARCELONA

Articket. www.articketbcn.es

MACBA (Museu d’Art Contemporani de
Barcelona). Plaça dels Àngels. Tel. 93
412 08 10. www.macba.es

CCCB. (Centre de Cultura
Contemporània de Barcelona).
Montalegre 5. Tel. 93 306 41 00.
www.cccb.es

Fundació Joan Miró. Parc de Montjuïc,
s/n. Tel. 93 443 94 70.
www.bcn.fjmiro.es

Fundació Antoni Tàpies. Aragó 255.
Tel. 934 870 315.
www.fundaciotapies.org

Palau Robert (Catalan Information
Centre) aims to provide all the
information needed to enable residents
and visitors alike to get to know
Catalonia. Passeig de Gràcia, 107. Tel.
93 238 80 91.
www10.gencat.net/probert/angles

Gran  Teatre del Liceu (Opera House).
La Rambla, 51-59. Tel. 93 485 99 00.
www.liceubarcelona.com. 

L’Auditori. Lepant, 150. Tel 93 247 93
00. L'Auditori, opened in 1999, is the
city's new cultural complex in Barcelona
and one of the most popular musical
venues in the country. www.auditori.org

Museu Picasso. Montcada, 15-23. Tel
933196310. www.museupicasso.bcn.es

La Pedrera (Casa Milà). Provença, 261 .
Tel 902 400 973.

Museu d’Història de Catalunya. Pl. de
Pau Vila, 3 (Palau de Mar). Tel. 93 225
47 00 | 93 225 47 26 | 93 225 47 32.
www.mhcat.net

Museu Egipci de Barcelona (Egyptian
Museum). Valencia, 284. Tel. 93 488 01
88. www.fundclos.com

MNAC (Museu Nacional d’Art de
Catalunya). Palau Nacional, Parc de
Montjuïc. 93 622 03 76. www.mnac.es. 

Museu Marítim. Av. de les Drassanes
s/n. Tel. 933 429 920.
www.diba.es/mmaritim/english/index.htm

Teatre Nacional de Catalunya. Pl. de
les Arts, 1. Tel 933 06 57 06. Ticket
sales: 902 33 22 11 or
www.servicaixa.com

Caixafòrum. Avda. Marqués de
Comillas, 6-8. Tel. 93 476 86 00.

Sagrada família.
www.sagrafafamilia.org

Museu del Ferrocarril (Railway
Museum). Pl Eduard Maristany,
Vilanova i la Geltrú. 93 815 84 91.
www.ffe.es/vilanova

GIRONA

Museu del Cinema. C/Sèquia, 1, 17001
Girona. Tel. 972 412 777.
www.museudelcinema.org

Museu del Call. C/Força, , 8, 17004
Girona. Tel. 972 21 67 61.
callgirona@ajgirona.org. 

Centre Cultural Caixa de Girona.
C/Ciutadans, 19 17004 Girona Tel. 972
20 98 36.
www.fundaciocaixadegirona.org/cultura

Museu Dalí. Opened in 1974, The
Museu Dalí contains the broadest range
of the artistic career of Salvador Dalí,
from his earliest works and his
creations within the Surrealist
movement up to his last works. Tel. 972
677 500. www.salvador-dali.org

TARRAGONA

Museu Nacional Arqueològic de
Tarragona. Plaça del Rei, 5 (Tarragona).
Very important archaeological collection
from Tarraco, the capital of Roman
Spain. Tel 977 23 62 09. www.mnat.es

CULTURAL CENTRES
Recommended X MARCELA TOPOR

J The Granada-born cantaor Enrique Morente
is presenting at the Teatre Grec his latest album,
entitled El Pequeño reloj (The small clock), in
which he puts poems by Quevedo, Bécquer and
Léon Felipe to music and reflects upon the
passing of time. Morente is the flamenco singer
that most borrowed from Spanish poets such
as Federico García Lorca, Miguel Hernández

and Antonio Machado. He has always fought
against clichés and renovated the flamenco forms
of expression, which often caused polemics bet-
ween the defenders of the traditional cante.
Nowadays he is considered one of the most
influential figure on the professional flamenco
scene and according to Ríos Ruiz, he “has in-
vented the cante of the 21th century”.

J Teatre del Repartidor is performing at the
Forum until 26 August Amoríos y burlas, a show
which brings together texts by greatest authors
of the Spanish classical literature such as Que-
vedo, Lope de Vega and Max Aub. The work
features the actors Anna Briansó, Fransico José
Basilio and Júlia León, who plays live string
music by Iñaki Aguirre. The director Pepa Clvo
combines erotism and sarcasm in this show where
actors and audience are free to communicate.

J The City Council of Móra d’Ebre is organising
every day until 12 September guided visits to
its medieval castle, situated in the high part
of the town’s old quarter and related to the
barons of Entença. The origins of the castle
go back to the 3rd century B.C. and coins and
pottery pieces found on its foundations prove
that the castle was inhabited during the Romans
times. Its ruins show the numerous attacks suf-
fered throughout the last millennium.

Enrique Morente presents his latest album at El Grec

“Amoríos y burlas” with
Teatre del Repartidor

Guided tours to medieval
castle of Móra d’Ebre

WEDNESDAY

4
Concerts
BARCELONA
eLa Pedrera. Fundació Caixa Catalunya.
Music fromaround theworld,aspartof thecy-
cle of concerts The Pedrera by Night. Proven-
ça,261.FridayandSaturday,9.30pm-12pm.
Tickets: 10 euros (refreshments included).
UntilAugust28th.
eApolo. Jamaican, Brazilian and Oriental mu-
sic concert. As part of Cannibal Sound Sys-
tem. At 9:30 pm. Nou de la Rambla, 113.
eCaixaForum. Concert by Lola Casariego,
mezzosoprano,andJuanAntonioÁlvarezPar-
ejo,paino.WorksbyBellini,RossiniandVerdi.
As part of Músiques per a unes nits d’estiu.
At 10:30 pm. Av. Marquès de Comillas, 6-8.
eJamboree. Jazz concert by Laura Simó and
FrancescCapellaTrio.At11:00pm.PlaçaRe-
ial,17.
eLa Boîte. Australian melting pot concert by
The Cat Empire. At 12:00 am. Diagonal, 477.
eLondon Bar. Concert by Straight no trio. At
12:30am.Noude laRambla,34.
eLos Tarantos. Flamenco concert by Juan
Cortés, Sara Flores and guest artists. At 8:30
pm.PlaçaReial,17.
eMoog. Concert by DJ Oscar Mulero and DJ
Iinn.At1:30am.ArcdelTeatre,3.
ePastís. Rock concert by El Sobrino del Dia-
blo.At11:30pm.SantaMònica,4.
ELVENDRELL
ePlaça Nova. Concert by Basque and Gascon
band Xernegue. As part of 16è Festival de Mú-
sicaa laVila.At10:00pm.
GIRONA
eJardins del Museu d’Art. Chamber music
concert by Trio Romanyà & Sons. At 10 pm.
MATARÓ
eLasal. Concert by Kosmos. At 11:00 pm.
PRADES
eEsglésia de Santa Maria La Major. Clarinet
and piano concert by Valeria Conti and Lluïsa
Viñas. As part of V Festival Internacional de
Música.At10:00pm.

Dance
BARCELONA
eGran Teatre del Liceu. Herrumbre by Com-
pañía Nacional de Danza. Mon to Fri 8:30 pm.
Sat 5 and 9:30 pm. Until August 7th. Tickets:
5.75-76.75euros.Rambles,51-59.

Children
GIRONA
eMuseu del Cinema. Animation film screen-
ingAnimacmòbil2004.At5:30pm.

Opera
PERALADA
eCastell de Peralada. Madame Butterfly,
with Cor Lieder Càmera de Sabadell and Or-
questra Simfònica de Barcelona i Nacional de
Catalunya. As part of XVIII Festival Castell de
Peralada.At10:00pm.

Theatre
BARCELONA
eArtenbrutTeatre.Élvinoenunbarco,byCia.
Wai. Thurs to Sat 9:00 pm. Sun 6:00 pm.
Check for tickets. Until August 29th. Perill, 9.
eTeatre Nou Tantarantana. Diktat, by Enzo
Corman. Wed to Sat 9 pm, Sun 7 pm. Until Au-
gust 22nd. Tickets: 13-16 euros. Flors, 22.
eVersus Teatre. The backroom by 4Produc-
cions. Wed to Sat 10:30 pm. Sun 8:30 pm.
Tickets:16euros.Castillejos,179.

Miscellaneous
ARGENTONA

eMain streets. 54th Pottery and Earthware
Festival. From 10 am to 10 pm. August 4th to
August 8th. Pottery exhibition by Yuhko Tana-
ka (Japan). Traditional earthware shows.
Lathe and rakú workshops. 54 Festa del Càn-
tir.August4th.Traditionalgameswithcàntirs.
Càntir lifting competition. Museu del Càntir.
Plaça de l’Església, 9. Tel. 93 797 21 52.
www.museucantir.org.
BARCELONA

eCaixaForum. Projection of Paisatges elec-
trònics, music and graphic image. At 10 and
11pm.Av.MarquèsdeComillas,6-8.
eCCCB. Gandules ’04. DJ sessions and film
screenings.At8pm.Montalegre,5.
eCCCB. Documentary screening Not in our
name, byBrigitteConrad.AspartofEnguerra.
At10pm.Montalegre,5.
CALELLA

ePlaça Catalunya. CalellaParty,with livemu-
sic.From9:00pmto12:00am.
GIRONA

eMuseu del Cinema. Screening of a selection
of the best ”making off” documentaries. From
10:00amto8:00pm.
PALAMÓS

eMuseu de la Pesca. La ruta marítima Josep
Pla. Excursion on typical Catalan boat. Every-
day until August 31st. At 10:30 am. For further
information,call972600424.

Exhibitions
AMPOSTA
eMuseu del Montsià. Exhibition Pintura i
compromís (Painting and compromise) by
Niebla.UntilAugust22nd.
BARCELONA
eMacba - Museu d’Art. Arte y utopía: la ac-
ción restringida. Works by Picasso, Braque,
Duchamp and Rauschenberg. Until Septem-
ber 12th. Tickets: 4-7 euros. Pl. Àngels, 1.
eAltaïr.PhotographexhibitionSota lesaigües
de la Costa Brava by Jordi Poch. Until August
30th. Gran Via de les Corts Catalanes, 616.
eCaixaForum. Estarem segurs mentre tot es
mogui by Doug Aitken. Until September 26th.
Av.MarquèsdeComillas,6-8.
eCaixaForum. Absència pública. by Javier
Peñafiel. Until October 3rd. Av. Marquès de
Comillas,6-8.
eCentre d’Art Santa Mònica. 16 factures, by
M. Eichhom. Until Sept. 26th. Sta Mònica, 7.
eCasaÀsia.Orient iOccidenta l’Índiadelsse-
gles XX i XXI. Daniélou. Santiniketan. Tagore.
UntilOctober20th.Diagonal,373.
eCCCB. Pascal Comelade i la seva orquestra
d’instrumentsde joguina. 36 toy instruments.
UntilAugust22nd.Montalegre,5.
eCentre Cultural Caixa Catalunya. El Cos i el
cosmos. Art escultòric del Mèxic precolombí.
UntilOctober10th.Provença261-265.
eCentre d’Art Centre Mònica. Apparent Phe-
nomena, by Joao Tabarra. Until September
26th.RblaSantaMònica,7.

eCentre d’Art Santa Mònica. Borrowed
Scenery (enriched seminaturalistic enclo-
sure) by Florian Göttke. Until September 26th.
RamblaSantaMònica,7.
eCentre d’Art Santa Mònica. Mudo (amb
drippingssonorsdeVacca)byPepDuran.Un-
til September 26th. Rbla. Santa Mònica, 7.
eCol·legi d’Arquitectes. Photograph exhibi-
tion La primera mirada (The first look). Until
September15th.PlaçaNova,5.
eEspai Caja Madrid. Exhibition Cuando los
cómics se llamaban tebeos. Orginal works
from the 50s and 60s. Until August 12th.
eFundació Joan Miró. Manifest groc. Dalí,
Gasch, Montanya i l’antiart. Until September
26th. Parc de Montjuïc. Tickets: 3,6 euros.
eGaleria Maxalot. Graphic design and video
exhibition Workfronthem. Until August 14th.
PalmadeSantJust,9.
eInstitut Francès. Boyzone. Imatges del cos,
by Clarisse Hahn. Until September 22nd.
Moià,8.
eLa Capella. Quòrum on Barcelona city con-
figuration.Until September26th.Hospital, 56.
eMNAC. Festins, rituals, cerimònies. Ancient
bronze works from Shangai. Tickets: 4,20 eu-
ros. Until September 12th. Palau Nacional de
Montjuïc.
eMuseu d’Arqueologia. D’Hèrcules a Super-
man. Gods and heroes of the Greek and Ro-
man mythology. The exhibition will be open
until November 1st. Tickets: 2,40 euros. Pg.
SantaMadrona39-41.
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U S E F U L  N U M B E R S

National railway .................................902 240 202
Traffic ..................................................900 123 505
Directory Inquiries .......................................11818
International Directory Inquiries ................11825
Citizens Advice ................................................012
Weather Forecast...............................935 676 090
Aids Helpline .....................................900 21 22 22

EMERGENCIES

Emergencies (Fire, Ambulance,
Police and all other emergencies)..................112
Police (Mossos d’Esquadra) ...........................088
Fire Brigade...............................................080/085
Police (Guardia Urbana) ..................................092

CONSULATES

Australia ............................................93 490 90 13
Gran Via de Carles III, 98, 9è
Austria ...............................................93 453 72 94
C/Mallorca 214, àtic 1ª
Belgium..............................................93 467 70 80
C/Diputació, 303, 1r, barcelona@diplobel.org 
Canada...............................................93 204 27 00
C/Elisenda de Pinós, 10, bcncon@sefes.es
China..................................................93 254 11 99
Av. Tibidabo, 34, 08002
Denmark ............................................93 488 02 22
Rambla Catalunya 33, 3r 1ª, 
Finland ...............................................93 443 15 98
C/Puig i Xoriguera, 17
France ................................................93 270 30 00
Ronda Universitat, 22 B, 4t, info@consulfrance-barcelone.org
Germany ............................................93 292 10 00
Passeig de Gràcia, 111, 1r, consalem_bcn@inicia.es
Holland...............................................93 363 54 20
Av. Diagonal, 601, 4t, nlgovbar@intercom.es
India ...................................................93 212 09 16
C/Teodor Roviralta, 21-23
Ireland ................................................93 491 50 21
Gran Via Carles III, 94 ,10è 2ª, cons.irl@webcat.es
Italy.....................................................93 467 73 05
C/Mallorca, 270, 1r 1ª, cgbarsegreteria@infonegocio.com
Japan .................................................93 280 34 33
Av. Diagonal, 662-664, 3r ( edifici Planeta)
New Zealand......................................93 209 03 99
Travessera de Gràcia, 64, 2n 2ª, avolta@bufetevolta.com
Morocco .............................................93 289 25 30
C/Bejar, 91, belkhalfi@hotmail.com
Norway ...............................................93 237 54 45
C/Balmes, 184, 5è 2ª, cons.gral.bcna@terra.es
Pakistan .............................................93 457 42 30
C/Còrsega , 366 àtic
Russia ................................................93 280 54 32
Av. Pearson, 34, 
Sweden ..............................................93 488 25 01
C/Mallorca, 279, 4t 3ª, gkbarcelona@mail.com
Switzerland........................................93 490 06 50
Gran Via de Carles III, 94, 7è, vertretung@bar.rep.admin.zh
South Africa ......................................93 506 91 00
Parc Empresarial Mas Blau II, C/Alta Ribagorça, 6
UK.......................................................93 366 62 00
Av. Diagonal, 477, 13è, barcelonaconsulate@ukinspain.com
US.......................................................93 280 22 27
Passeig Reina Elisenda, 23, consulbarcel@state.gov

AIRLINES

www.easyjet.com ...............................902 299 992
www.basiqair.com..............................902 114 478
www.ryanair.com ...............................972 062 101
www.jet2.com .....................................902 020 264
www.virgin-express.com...................902 888 459
www.vueling.com .............................93 378 78 78
www.hapag.lloyd.com ........................................ –
www.britishairways.com ...................902 111 333
www.lufthansa.com ...........................900 303 020
www.alitalia.com ................................902 100 323
www.klm.com .....................................902 222 747
www.iberia.com .................................902 400 500
www.airfrance.com ...........................901 11 22 66

BARCELONA

Lost Property ...................................................010
Barcelona El Prat airport..................93 298 38 38
Euro Lines ..........................................902 405 040
Port.....................................................93 306 88 00
Bus Station.........................................902 260 606
Trasmediterranea ..............................93 295 91 05
Taxis ...................................................93 481 00 85
Duty Pharmacies...............................93 481 00 60
Electricity...........................................900 77 00 77
Water ...................................................900 700 720

93 265 11 11
Gas ......................................................900 750 750
Telefónica .......................................................1002
Lost/Stolen credit cards ...................91 581 18 11
Barcelona Tourist Office....................906 301 282
Catalunya Tourist Office ...................93 238 40 00
Women's Helpline .............................93 290 36 99

GIRONA

Bus station .........................................972 212 319
Girona-Costa Brava Airport ..............972 186 600
Ryanair................................................972 062 010
Taxi Girona .........................................972 203 377
Tourist Office.....................................972 22 65 75

TARRAGONA

Bus Station........................................977 22 91 26
Tourist Office.....................................977 23 21 43

977 24 52 03
Taxis ...................................................977 22 14 14
Reus Airport ......................................977 77 98 00
Port......................................................901 166 658

977 259 462

LLEIDA

Taxis ...................................................972 20 30 50
Bus Station.........................................973 268 500
High Speed Railway..........................902 24 02 02
Tourist office .....................................902 25 00 50

eMuseudeCiènciesNaturals.ElMuseuMar-
torell, 125 anys de ciències naturals (1878-
2003). Tickets: 3,5 euros. Until December
31st.Pg.Picassos/n.
eMuseu de les Arts Decoratives. Ob-
jectes/Subjectes. A vision of Barcelona’s de-
sign. Tickets: 3 euros. Until October 31st. Di-
agonal,686.
eMuseu Marítim. Titanic. Until October 10th.
Tickets:7euros.Av.Drassanes,1.
eNoguerasBlanchard. Painting and digital
animation exhibition Blind Date by Haluk
Akakçe.UntilAugust7th.Xuclà,7.
ePalau de la Virreina. El primer Eros. Àfrica,
Amèrica i Oceania. Until October 31st. La
Rambla,99.
ePalauMoja.Catalunya,paísde trobada.Un-
tilOctober3rd.Portaferrissa1.
ePalau Robert. Centre d’informació de Cata-
lunya. Mercats de la Mediterrània. Until Au-
gust31st.
BERGA
eMuseu Municipal. Exhibition 10 anys
desprésdels focs.UntilAugust29th.
CADAQUÉS
eMeifrènexhibitionroom.Dalí iGala:40anys
de vida en comú, by Arturo Caminada. Until
January23rd2005.
eMuseudeCadaqués.Dalí desconegut.Until
November2nd.
CASTELLÓD’EMPÚRIES
eEcomuseu Farinera. Exhibition Dalí i els fle-
quers.UntilDecember19th.
ELVENDRELL
eFundació Apel·les Fenosa. Exhibition Vieira
daSilva-ArpadSzenes-Fenosa.UntilSeptem-
ber30th.
eMuseu Deu. Engraving exhibition Goya.
Gravats: capritxos i desastres. Until Septem-
ber12th.
FIGUERES
eMuseu del Joguet de Catalunya. Exhibition
Els vint primers anys de Salvador Dalí. Until
September30th.
eMuseu Empordà. Exhibition El País de Dalí,
aspartofYearDalí.UntilAugust29th.
GIRONA
eEspai del Museu d’Art. Temporary exhibi-
tion Senyals, directed by Marleen Kars. Until
September5th.
eCentreBonastrucçaPorta.Elsecretdels lli-
bres. Els documents amagats dels jueus a Gi-
rona. 10 am-6 pm. Sunday and holidays 10
am-3pm.UntilSeptember30th.
eEspais. Fundació d’Art contemporani. Fo-
tografies i videoprojeccions de Marcel Dal-
mau.UntilSeptember10th.
eFontana d’Or. Viure a Palau a l’Edat Mitjana,
seglesXII-XV.UntilSeptember19th.
eLa Cova. Col·legi d’Arquitectes. Biopolis,
buildingnature.UntilSeptember13th.
eMuseu d’Art. Exposició de cartells. Until
September19th.
eMuseu d’Història. Santos Torroella. Entre
l’art i lapoesia.UntilOctober10th.
eMuseu d’Art. El llegat del Pop Art a Catalu-
nya.UntilSeptember12th.
eMuseu del Cinema. Tomàs Mallol Collec-
tion. Dalí i les il.lusions (òptiques). Tues to Fr
10am-6pm.UntilSeptember12th.
eSales d’exposicions de la Rambla. Seeing
the Dance by Eugènia Balcells. Until October
12th.
MATARÓ
eMuseu de Mataró. Exhibition on Dalí’s
works.UntilOctober24th.
eMuseu de Mataró. Exhibition Salvador Dalí.
Lletres ininots.UntilOctober24th.
eSalesd’ExposicionsdeCanPalauet.Exhib-
ition Spoon Syndicate by Dani Montlleó.
Weekdays,6to9pm.Weekendsandholidays,
11 am to 2 pm and 6 to 9 pm. Closed on Mon-
days.UntilSeptember26th.
PALAFRUGELL
eFundació Pla. Exhibtion Salvador Dalí, Jo-
sep Pla: coincidències. Until November 28th.
PERATALLADA
eGaleria Guillem de Peratallada. Exhibition
Roca Sans 2004. Painting and graphic work.
UntilAugust31st.
REUS
eArxiu Històric Municipal. Els primers docu-
mentsdeReusUntilSeptember17th.
eCentral library Xavier Amorós. Exhibition
on The Universal Forum of Cultures. Barcelo-
na 2004. The exhibition will b eopen until Sep-
tember26th.

eGaleriaAntoniPinyol.ExhibitionbyAmérica
Sánchez, Nora Ancarola and Uwe West. Until
August31st.
eMuseu d’Art i Història- Sala central. Exhib-
itionbyJuliGarola.UntilAugust31st.
ePalau Bofarull. Exhibition El modernisme a
Terrassa.Until July3rd.
SANTCUGATDELVALLÈS
eCanals Galeria d’Art. Exhibition Un món
proper, un món diverse Salvatore Garau (Ita-
ly), Anna Lentsch (Belgium), Fiona Morrison
(Andorra) and Roger Voelker (USA). Week-
days 5 to 8 pm. Sat 11 am to 2 pm and 6 to
8pm.UntilAugust30th.
eMuseu de Sant Cugat-Monestir and Casa
Aymat. Exhibition Grau-Garriga. Until Nevem-
ber14th.AspartofGrau-Garrigayear.
SANTFELIUDEBOADA
eGaleria Cyprus Art. Exhibition by Miguel
Macaya.UntilAugust12th.
SITGES
eGaleria d’Art Rainbow. Painting exhibition
byJoséSemitel.UntilAugust18th.
eSala Vaixells. Exhibition by Bagaria, artist.
UntilSeptember31st.
TARRAGONA
eExhibition Moonlight, by Valentin Vallhonrat.
At Museu Arqueològic. Until August 29th.
eFórum Provincial. Exhibition Romanorum
Vila.UntilSeptember30th.
eMuseu d’Art Modern de Tarragona. Exhib-
ition Biennal d’Art 2004. Until August 29th.
eMuseud’ArtModerndelaDiputaciódeTar-
ragona. Exhibition Biennal d’Art 2004. Until
August29th.
eTinglado 1. Moll de la Costa. Exhibition Ata-
puerca i l’evolució humana. Until September
5th.
TERRASSA
eCol.legi d’Arquitectes de Catalunya. Exhib-
ition Muroff, about the consequences of the
Forum 2004. 9 am-4.45 pm. Until September
26th.
TORREDEMBARRA
eSala Lluís d’Icart. Photograph exhibition by
KimManresa.UntilAugust4th.
VIC
eBar El Gravat. Exhibition Colors i llum sobre
miralls by Marisa Vila. Until August 31st.

eEsglésiadelaPietat.Sculptureexhibitionby
Lourdes Fisa. Tues to Sat, from 11:00 am to
2:00 pm and from 4:30 pm to 7:30 pm. Sun-
days and bank holidays, from 11:00 am to
2:00pm.UntilOctober17th.
eMuseu d’Art de la Pell. Exhibition Antoni Tà-
pies, cos i llenguatge. Until September 12th.
eMuseu d’Art de la Pell. Exhibition Masvidal.
Botànica il·lustrada (Masvidal. Illustratedbot-
any).UntilAugust29th.

Guidedtours
PALAMÓS

eGuided tours to the port and Museu de la
Pesca. Every day, until August 31st. Mondays
in English. Tuesdays in German. Thursday in
French,Friday inCatalan.
eMusedu de la Pesca. El camí de Barba-roja,
trekking and sailing guided tour. At 6:30 pm.
Tel.972600424.
TARRAGONA

eGuided tour. Dramatised guided tour to Mr.
Castellarnau’s Palace. Every Wednesday until
September1st.At10:00pm.
eTarragona Romana. Guided tours to old Ro-
man quarters of the city, organized by ITIN-
ERE. Until September 15th. Tel. 977 23 96 57.

TORREDEMBARRA

ePatronat Municipal de Turisme. A new way
to see Torredembarra, on a tourist train. Until
September15th.

Forumsite
PERMANENTPERFORMANCES

eMove the World (Omkarakala), by Hansel
Cereza and Alfons Flores. Moving the World
is a construction of a 30 metres sphere which
emerges from the port’s waters every evening
at the sunset and shows how dialogue among
peopleandcultures is theonlyantidote tocha-
os, injusticeandviolence.
eFantòtems.TheFantòtemsaresixgiantpup-
pets in a performance designed by Joan
Baixas as a great game of questions that are
difficult to answer asked by children from
around the world through an interactive web-
game. Until September 26th. Site: Pangea
Island.

eDay Parade (Pasacalle de Día) - Higroma.
A daytime parade of giant invertebrates that
calls for the spectators participation -through
small actions and improvisations- with the
aim of reflecting on the environment. Site:
Itinerant.
eNightParade(Passacalledenoche)-Sum-
mer Night’s Dream, by Sèmola Teatre. It rep-
resents the conflicts of daily life by displaying
high-impact scenographic installations
throughout theportarea.Site: Itinerant.
eThe Giant of the Seven Seas. A show by La
MachineandEscarlataCircus.TheGiantof the
7 Seas emerges every day from the waters of
the Large Auditorium to make us reflect upon
thedegradationof thesea. It isanunusualcon-
struction measuring 12 metres in height and
made of fine materials -wood, leather, brass,
etc. Site: Large Auditorium. Two to four per-
formancesdaily.
e The Memory Tree. The Tree of Memory, a
living manifesto of sustainability and environ-
mentalism, is a project by Els Comediants, a
company that pioneered in street theatre. Site:
Auditorium Park Area. Two to four times daily.
STREETPERFORMANCES
eLe Manège d’Andréa. Built under the super-
vision of François Delarozière, the Eureka car-
ousel guarantees anyone who chooses to
climb aboard an extraordinary journey. Up to
34 children can ride on it. A dizzy circular
dance that will thrill children and fascinate
adults. Dates: From June 15th to September
26th. Site: Convention Center Boulevard (En-
tranceArea)
eAnnibal. Opositos enormous mechanical
elephants parade to the beat of a group of In-
dian musicians and dancers. A joyful, festive
parade, open to audience participation, fusing
themodernityanddesignof theelephantswith
traditional Indian costumes and music. Until
September29th.Check forschedule.

Foruminthecity
EXHIBITIONS
eLadies of the Nile. Women and Goddesses
of Ancient Egypt. One of the most extraordin-
ary features of the Nile civilization, throughout
its history, is the active and decisive role
played by women. The exhibition introduces
us to the civilization and religions of the Phar-
aons from a new perspective: by revealing
new aspects of the life of women in ancient
Egypt: their legal position, their private lives,
their power, and their beliefs. Until September
26th. The Egyptian Museum of Barcelona.
eAt War. The exhibition is focused on the dif-
ferent stages of a conflict. CCCB (Centre de
Cultura ContemporànIa de Barcelona). Dates:
Until September 19th. Tickets: 3-4 euros.
eEthnic. From Traditional Cultures to Intercul-
turality aims to offer an ongoing exhibition of
ethnographic material from the collections of
Barcelona’s Museum of Ethnology. This will
be the first time that most of the museums
valuable collections are simultaneously ex-
hibited. Until September 24th. In the city. Mu-
seumofEthnology
eObjects/Subjects. A Barcelona design per-
spective. Museum of Decorative Arts. Design
and its importance as a revitalizing process
andexpressionofculturaldiversityandthe im-
pactofsustainabledesignonqualityof lifeand
sustainability. Curators: Enric Franch and
Joan Antón Benach. Until December 31st.
eThe Exploding City. Recent territorial trans-
formations in the urban regions of Southern
Europe (Spain, France, Italy, Portugal): per-
spectives and directions. Col·legi d’Arqui-
tectes de Catalunya. The exhibitioncanbevis-
iteduntilSeptember29th.

Fòrumgrec’04
MUSIC
eEl pequeño reloj. Enrique Morente presents
his new album, with poems by Quevedo, Béc-
quer and León Felipe. At 10 pm. August 4th.
Tickets: 15-35 euros. Teatre Grec. Pg. Santa
Madrona,48.
THEATRE
eYo, Claudio by Robert Graves. Version by
Luis Alonso Santos. Dir.: Carlos Plaza. With
Héctor Alterio and Alicia Agut. In Spanish. Au-
gust 6th until August 9th. At 10:00 pm. Tick-
ets: 12-28 euros. Teatre Grec. Pg. Santa Ma-
drona,38.

J The Italian mezzosoprano Lola Casariego and the pianist
Juan Antonio Álvarez Perejo will be featuring tonight at 10:30
pm at CaixaForum a selection of works by Vicenzo Bellini,
Gioacchino Rossini and Giuseppe Verdi, as part of the cycle
Músiques per a unes nits d’estiu, which the Foundation La
Caixa has been organising every Wednesday in July and August.
Internationally acclaimed for her performances of Italian vocal
music, Lola Casariego will be performing a repertoire especially
designed for this occasion, accompanied by the piano virtuoso
Juan Antonio Álvarez Parejo. Av. Marqués de Comillas, 6-8.
Tel. 93 476 86 00. Tickets: 5-10 euros. J MARCELA TOPOR

Italian vocal music at CaixaForum
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Barcelona
� CASABLANCA-KAPLAN
Um filme falado (V.O.S.E) 16.00-18.00-20.00-22.15
Monsieur Ibrahim et les fleurs du Coran (V.O.S.E) 16.00-18.00-20.00-22.15

� MÈLIES
La Casita blanca 16.15
The purple rose of Cairo (V.O.S.E) 16.30
Stalag (V.O.S.E) 18.00
Rocco e i suoi fratelli (V.O.S.E) 18.30
A foreign affair (V.O.S.E) 20.15
La caduta degli dei (V.O.S.E) 22.00
Les diaboliques (V.O.S.E) 22.30

� RENOIR FLORIDABLANCA
Incautos 16.00-18.15-20.30-22.45
Fahrenheit 9/11 (V.O.S.E) 16.00-18.25-20.40-22.55
Machuca 16.05-18.20-20.35-22.50
L’ultimo bacio (V.O.S.E) 16.10-18.30-20.40-22.50
Shrek 2 (V.O.S.E) 16.15-18.10
Monsieur Ibrahim et les fleurs du Coran (V.O.S.E) 16.20-18.10-20.10-22.15
Isi / Disi: Amor a lo bestia 20.05-22.20

� RENOIR LES CORTS
L’ultimo bacio (V.O.S.E) 16.00-18.15-20.30-22.45
Fahrenheit 9/11 (V.O.S.E) 16.00-18.20-20.40-22.55
Touching the void (V.O.S.E) 16.05-18.20-20.35-22.50
Seres queridos 16.10-18.25
Shrek 2 (V.O.S.E) 16.15-18.15
Monsieur Ibrahim et les fleurs du Coran (V.O.S.E) 16.15-18.25-20.15-22.15
Incautos 20.05-22.20
Isi / Disi: Amor a lo bestia 20.40-22.55

� VERDI
Arven (V.O.S.E) 16.00-18.15-20.30-22.40
Confessions of a Dangerous Mind (V.O.S.E) 16.00-18.15-22.40
Spartan (V.O.S.E) 16.05-18.15-20.30-22.40
Il cuore altrove (V.O.S.E) 16.05-18.20-20.30-22.40
Kill Bill Vol. 2 (V.O.S.E) 16.30-19.15-22.00
Das Testament des Dr. Mabuse (V.O.S.E) 20.20

� VERDI PARK
Ludwig (V.O.S.E) 16.00-20.30
Iris 16.10-20.30
Wilbur Wants to Kill Himself (V.O.S.E) 16.10-18.15-20.30-22.40
La muerte de nadie 16.20
Russian Ark (V.O.S.E) 18.20-22.40
Los sin tierra (V.O.S.E) 18.20-20.00-22.10

� YELMO ICARIA
I, robot (V.O.S.E) 11.20-13.30-15.40-18.00-20.25-22.45
Secretary (V.O.S.E) 11.20-13.30-15.45-18.00-20.15-22.30
The Ladykillers (V.O.S.E) 11.20-13.30-15.45-18.00-20.15-22.30
Touching the void (V.O.S.E) 11.20-13.30-15.45-18.30-20.45-22.50
Spider-Man 2 (V.O.S.E) 11.20-14.00-16.45-19.30-22.15
Isi / Disi: Amor a lo bestia (V.O.S.E) 11.20-13.30-15.30-17.45-19.45-22.45
The Butterfly Effect (V.O.S.E) 11.30-14.00-16.30
Kill Bill. Volume 1 (V.O.S.E) 11.30-13.45-16.00-18.15-20.30-22.50
Monsieur Ibrahim et les fleurs du Coran (V.O.S.E) 11.30-13.30-16.30-17.30-19.30-21.45
Incautos (V.O.S.E) 11.30-14.00-16.45-19.15
Around the world in 80 days (V.O.S.E) 11.40-14.10-16.45-19.30-22.00
Shrek 2 (V.O.S.E) 11.40-13.45-16.10-18.20-20.30-22.45
The day after tomorrow (V.O.S.E) 11.45-14.10
Harry Potter and the prisoner of Azkaban (V.O.S.E) 12.00-15.30-18.30-21.30
Kill Bill Vol. 2 (V.O.S.E) 12.00-15.30-18.30-21.30
Wilbur Wants to Kill Himself (V.O.S.E) 18.00-20.45-22.50
Confessions of a Dangerous Mind (V.O.S.E) 19.00-21.45
Troy (V.O.S.E) 22.00

Girona
� TRUFFAUT
Calendar Girls (V.O.S.E) 18.20-20.30-22.40

CASABLANCA. Pg. de Gràcia, 115. Metro L3-L5 Diagonal. 93 218 43 45. Cheap rates Mondays,
except holidays. FILMOTECA DE CATALUNYA. Av. Sarrià, 33. Metro L5 Hospital Clínic. 93 316 27 80.
MÈLIES. Villarroel, 102. Metro L1 Urgell. 93 451 00 51. Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays.
RENOIR FLORIDABL ANCA. Floridablanca, 135. Metro L1-L2 Universitat. 93 426 33 37.
www.cinesrenoir.com. Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays. Anticipated sales: www.cinentradas.com.
RENOIR LES CORTS. Eugeni d’Ors, 12. Metro L3 les Corts. 93 490 55 10. www.cinesrenoir.com.
Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays. Anticipated sales: www.cinentradas.com. VERDI. Verdi, 32.
Metro L3 Fontana. 93 238 79 90. www. cinemes-verdi.com. Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays.
VERDI PARK. Torijos, 49. Metro L3 Fontana. 93 238 79 90. www.cinemes-verdi.com. Cheap rates
Mondays, except holidays. YELMO ICARIA. Salvador Espriu, 61. Metro L4 Ciutadella-Vila. 902 22 09
22. www.yelmocineplex.es. Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays. Anticipates sales: 902 22 09 22 and
www.yelmocineplex.es.
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Shrek2
USA, 2004. 105’. Dir.: Andrew Adamson, Kelly As-
bury, Conrad Vernon. Shrek and Princess Fiona re-
turn from their honeymoon. After battling a fire-
breathing dragon and the evil Lord Farquaad to win
Princess Fiona’s hand, the ogre has to face now the
most difficult challenge: his in-laws. Once at home,
they find an invitation to visit Princess Fiona’s par-
ents,KingandQueenof theKingdomofFarFarAway.

Secretary
USA, 2004. 104’. Dir.: Steven Shainberg. With:

James Spader, Maggie Gyllenhaal. Lee Holloway is
a young woman who has just been released from a
mental institution where she has been unsuccess-
fully treated for self-mutilation tendecies. She gets
a job at a lawyer’s office and starts working for Ed-
wardGrey.Theysoonembarkonapersonal relation-
ship, and Edward starts to discover what his reely
needs are, while helping her unlock her hidden
sensuality.

KillBill.Volume1
USA,2003.111’.Dir.:QuentinTarantino.With:Uma
Thurman, Lucy Liu, Viveca A. Fox, Michael Madsen,
Daryl Hannah, David Carradine. The body of a young
pregnant woman lies on the floor in a rural church
in El Paso. She is wearing a blood splatered wedding
dress. Years later, when the Bride awakes from the
coma, she she realizes what happened to her and
prepares for revenge...

Spartan
USA-Germany2004.116’.Dir.:DavidMamet.With:

Val Kilmer, Derek Luke, William H. Macy, Ed OŃeil.
A firts-rate thriller about political power and govern-
mental intrigues. Val Kilmer plays Robert Scott,a
special agent hired by the government to find the
President’s kidnapped daughter, Laura Newton - a
first-year student who disappears from campus on
a Friday afternoon. Scott has only three days to res-
cue her, as she disappears on Friday and thenpress
willnotice ifshedoesn’tshowuptoclassonMonday.
Along the way, he will discover a more dangerous,
sinisterplot.

TheButterflyEffect
USA,2004.113’.Dir.:EricBress, J.MackyeGruber.
With: Ashton Kutcher, Melora Walters, Amy Smart,
Elden Henson. Evan Treborn is a young man who
tries to forget his horrible childhood memories. He
devises a technique of travelling back in time in order
to repair the damage. But every time he goes back
intothepast,heonlymakesthingsworseandhefinds
itdifficult sort thingsout.

TheLadykillers
EUA, 2004. Dir.: Joel i Ethan Coen. With: Tom
Hanks, Irma P. Hall, Marlon Wayans. An eccentric
professor and his three accomplices plan to rob
”Bandit Queen”, a riverboat casino on Mississipi.
They are staying in Mrs.Muson’s house and are go-
ing to dig a tunnel to where the money is kept. But
dealing with Mrs. Munson appears to be more dif-
ficult than theyexpect.

Troy
EUA, 2004. 160’. Dir.: Wolfgang Petersen. With:

Brad Pitt, Eric Bana, Orlando Bloom, Sean Bean,
Brendan Gleeson. In 1193 B.C., Prince Paris (Orlan-
do Bloom), son of Priam, the king of Troy, seduces
Menelau’s wife, Helen, the most beautiful woman in
the world. He convinces her to follow him away from
herhusband, setting the twonationsatwarwitheach
other. Menelaus and his brother, Agamemnon, go to
war against Troy, partly because of Helen, but more
because it is an excuse to conquer the Trojans.
Achilles, the greatest warrior among the Greeks,
helpsAgamemnonto fightagainstTroy.

Unfilmefalado
Portugal-France,2003.96’.Dir.:ManoeldeOliveira.
With: Leonor Silveira, John Malkovich. Leonor Sil-
veira, John Malkovich. Rosa Maria,a young History
teacher at University of Lisboa, goes on a Mediter-
ranean cruise with her daughter, Maria Joana. As
they travel from France to Turkey, Rosa Maria talks
toherdaughteraboutworldhistory.

WilburWantstoKillHimself
Dinamarca, 2004. 105’. Dir.: Lone Scherfig. With:

Jamie Sives, Adrian Rawlins, Shirley Henderson.
Wilbur is successful with women, he has a good job
and a great brother, but despite all that he is not hap-
py. Disappointed with life, he decides to commit sui-
cide, but killing oneself is not as easy as he thinks.

HarryPotterandtheprisonerof
Azkaban
USA 2004. 136’. Dir.: Daniel Radcliffe. With: Emma
Watson, Rupert Grint, Robbie Coltrane. Potter and
his friends find themselves at the Hogwarts school
for their third year studies, where they try to find out
about themisteryofSiriusBlank -adangerousmagi-
cian and complice of Lord Voldemort, who wants to
revengeagainstHarryPotter.At thesametime,Harry
will discovermoresecrets fromhispast.

Confessionsofadangerousmind
USA, 2004. 113’. Dir.: George Clooney. With: Sam
Rockwell, George Clooney, Drew Barrymore, Julia
Roberts.ChuckBariis is asuccessful showmanwho
led a double life as he also worked as an assassin
for theCIA.

Fahrenheit9/11
USA, 2004.112’.Dir.: Michael Moore. Through
facts, documents and interviews, the film criticises
George W. Bush and the war in Iraq. Michael Moore
explains how Bush acted after the 9/11 attacks, and
how later he manipulated the facts to serve his weal-
thybankers’corruptambitions.

ThePurpleRoseofCairo
USA, 1985. 78’. Dir.: Woody Allen. With: Mia Far-
row,JeffDaniels,DannyAiello,DianaMillay.MiaFar-
row is Cecilia, is a woman trapped between an abu-
sivemarriageandadeadend job,whoseonlyescape
fromderadful reality is thecinema,whereshealways
watches thesamefilm.

KillBill,.Volume2
USA,2004.136’.Dir.:QuentinTarantino.With:Uma
Thurman, David Carradine, Daryl Hannah, Michael
Madsen. The Bride continues her vengeance quest
against Bill and his associates. She has already done
away with two of her enemies but she still has to kill
Budd and Elle Driver before she meets her final ob-
jective:Bill.

Spiderman2
USA, 2004. Dir.: Sam Raimi.With: Tobey Maguire,
KirstenDunst,AlfredMolina,JamesFranco.NowPe-
ter Parker is in college and he has to face new threats
to New York City and the people he loves. He works
two jobs to pay the rent, while Aunt May struggles
with mortgages payments. At the same time, the re-
lations with the people he loves most are crumbling.
He wants to reveal his secret to Mary Jane (Kristen
Dunst), his friendship with Harry Osborn is stressed
by Harry’s growing hatred of Spider-man, as he
blameshimforhis father’sdeath.

Thelastkiss
Italy,2003.1204.Dir.:GabrielleMuccino.With:Ste-
fano Accorsi, Stefania Sandrelli. The young and
handsome Carlo lives a happy life with his girlfriend,
but when she gets pregnant, he panicks picturing
fatherhood as the end of freedom and youth. On the
other hand, the prospect of being a grandmother re-
minds Anna of of her vaguely unsatisfying marriage
and her long-gone youth and beauty. Carlos has a
bunch of friends who are all trying to escape respon-
sibilityand fightagainstage.

TheRussianArk
Russia, 2002. Dir.:Alexander Sokurov. With: Sergei
Dontsov, Maria Kuznetsova. Sokurov shot a 96 min-
ute film in one take. The camera follows the steps of
a 19th century French diplomat throughout the Her-
mitage Museum in St Petersburg. A long walk
through the museum reveals a good part of Russian
historyandculture.

Thedayafter tomorrow
USA,2004.125’.Dir.:RolandEmmerich.With:Den-
nis Quaid, Jake Gyllental. Sudden global warming

has devastating consequences for the entire planet.
In the middle of this catastrophe is Adrian Hall, a pal-
eoclimatologist (a scientist who studies the ways
how weather patterns changed in the past), who
struggles to save the world from the effects of global
warming.

Machuca
Chile, 2004. 120’. Dir.: Andrés Wood. With: Feder-
ico Lupi, tamara Acosta. After the Pinochet coup
d’État, littlePedroMachuco,childof averypoor fam-
ily, starts classes in a private school. He makes
friends with Gonzalo and together they will witness
thesocialchanges in thecountry.

I, robot
USA,2004.115’.Dir.:AlexProyas.With:WillSmith,
Bridget Moynahan, Alan Tudyk, James Cromwell,
Bruce Greenwood. Set in 2035 Chicago, “roboto-
phobic” Police Detective John Spooners investi-
gates the murder of Dr. Alfred Lanning who worked
at US Robotics. A robot, Sonny, appears to be im-
plicated, even though that would mean that the robot
had violated The Three Laws of Robotics, something
that is apparently impossible. And it seems impos-
sible because if robots can break these laws, there
is nothing to stop them from taking over the world.
Is it already too late?

Calendargirls
England - USA, 2003. 108’. Dir.: Nigel Cole. With:

Julie Walters, Helen Mirren, Penelope Wilton, Ann-
ette Crosbie, Celia Imrie, Linda Bassett, Ciarian
Hinds. The Rylstone Women’s Institute in North
Yorkshire produces a calendar each year based
around scenes of the Yorkshjire dales. In 1999, one
of the ladies’ husbands becomes ill with leukemia.
He says that if the ladies plant sunflowers, he will
make sure he gets better so he can see the flowers.
Unfortunately, he does not pull through and in order
to raise funds for leukemia research, the women de-
cide to make an alternative calendar: a calendar of
themselves in thenude.Theirgoal is tosell a fewhun-
dred copies around their villages, but the calendar in
fact becomes a worldwide sensation, out-selling
even those of Britney Spears and Cindy Crawford.

Aroundtheworld in80days
USA, 2004. 90’. Dir.: Frank Coraci. With: Jackie
Chan,SteveCoogan,RobertFyfe,JimBroadbent, Ian
McNiece,DavidRyall,RogerHammond,AdamGod-
ley. Passepartout is a Chinese thief who steals a
valuable jadeBudhaandthenseeksrefuge in thetrav-
eling companionship of an eccentric London inven-
tor and adventurer, Phileas Fogg. Fogg has taken on
a bet with members of his gentlemen’s club that he
canmake itaround theworld inamere80days,using
a variety of means of transportation, like boats,
trains, balloons, elephants, etc. Along the way, Pas-
separtout uses his amazing martial arts abilities to
defendFogg fromthedangers they face.

Aforeignaffair
USA, 1948. 111’. Dir.: Billy Wilder. With: Jean AR-
thur, Marlene Dietrich, John Lund, Millard Mitchell,
Peter von Zerneck, Stanley Prager. A congressional
Committee visits occupied Berlin to investigate G.I.
morals. Congresswoman Phoebe Frost, appalled at
widespread evidence of human frailty, hears rumors
that café singer Erika, former mistress of a wanter
war criminal, is “protected” by an American officer,
andenlistsCaptainJohnPringle tohelpher findhim...
not knowing that Pringle is, in fact, Erika’s lover.

Film X MARCELA TOPOR / JORDI CAMPS

Will Smith plays the Chicago Police detective John Spooner

J The film takes place in the futuristic Chicago in
2035, when robots work for their human owners and
are governed by the Three Laws of Robotics, which
declare above all that a robot must not harm a human
being. But one day, these rules are violated, and when
robots can break the laws, then nothing can stop
them from taking over the world. Like Blade Runner,
Runaway, Terminator, Matrix and many more films,
the science-fiction thriller I, Robot uses the fear of

machines as a plot engine. The film is inspired in
the classic short story collection by Isaac Asimov and
is brought to the big screen by Alex Proyas, who
also directed the mediocre but popular The Crow,
the interesting Dark City and the funny Garage Days.
Will Smith plays the police detective Del Spooner,
in charge of investigating the mysterious death of
Dr. Alfred Lanning, the chief robot designer of U.S.
Robotics, the most important company in the States.
Spooner, who has always been quite sceptical about
humans being dependent on robots, starts to find
unmistakable evidence against the machines.

I, Robot

Arxiu Municipal de Girona. Catalonia Today. 4/8/2004. Page 15



CATALONIA TODAY16 Wednesday 4 August 2004

CT BACK

3
8
0
0
3
0
/5

9
9
6
8
6
E

ALLÈS
OCCIDENTAL

BARCELONÈS

BAIX
LLOBREGA

GARRAF

AL
PENEDÈS

BAIXA
RIBAGORÇA

LLITERA

BAIX
CINCA

MA ARRANY

PORTS
BAIX

MAESTRA

AL
MAESTRA

PLANA
AL

PLANA
BAIXA

ALCALATÉN

AL
MILLARS

AL
ALÀNCIA

CAMP DE
MORVEDRE

CAMP DE
TÚRIA

HOR

SERRANS

RACÓ

PLANA
D’UTIEL FOIA DE

BUNYOL

RIBERA
AL

RIBERA
BAIXA

ALL DE
COFRENTS

CANAL DE
NA ARRÈS

SAFOR
COSTERA ALL

D’ALBAIDA
MARINA

ALCOMT

MARINA
BAIXA

ALACANTÍ

ALCOIÀ

AL
VILANOPÓ

ALLS DE
VINALOPÓ

VINALOPÓ
MITJÀ

BAIX
VILANOPÓ

BAIX
SEGURA

EIVISSA

MALLORCA
OCCIDENTAL

MALLORCA
SEPTENTRIONAL

MENORCA

MALLORCA
ORIENTAL

BAIXA
CERDANY

AL A CERDANY
ANDORRA

CAPCIR
CONFLENT

ALLESPIR

ROSSELLÓ

FENOLLEDA

ANOIA
ALLÈS

ORIENTAL

AL
D’ARAN

AL
RIBAGORÇA

ALLARS
JUSSÀ

NOGUERA

SEGRIÀ

GARRIGUES

URGELL

SEGARRA

SOLSONÈS

AL
URGELL

ALLARS
SOBIRÀ

RIPOLLÈS

GARROTXA

AL
EMPORDÀ

BAIX
EMPORDÀ

SEL

GIRONÈS
OSONA

MARESME

BERGUEDÀ

BAGES

BAIX
PENEDÈS

ARRAGONÈS

AL
CAMP

CONCA DE 
BARBERÀ

PRIORA

RIBERA 
D’EBRE

TERRA
AL

BAIX
EBRE

MONTSIÀ

BAIX
CAMP

PLA
D’URGELL

PLA DE 
’ESTANY

VALLÈS
OCCIDENTAL

BARCELONÈS

BAIX
LLOBREGAT

GARRAF

ALT
PENEDÈS

BAIXA
RIBAGORÇA

LLITERA

BAIX
CINCA

MATARRANYA

PORTS
BAIX

MAESTRAT

ALT
MAESTRAT

PLANA
ALTA

PLANA
BAIXA

ALCALATÉN

ALT
MILLARS

ALT
PALÀNCIA

CAMP DE
MORVEDRE

CAMP DE
TÚRIA

HORTA

SERRANS

RACÓ

PLANA
D’UTIEL FOIA DE

BUNYOL

RIBERA
ALTA

RIBERA
BAIXA

VALL DE
COFRENTS

CANAL DE
NAVARRÈS

SAFOR
COSTERA VALL

D’ALBAIDA
MARINA

ALTACOMTAT

MARINA
BAIXA

ALACANTÍ

ALCOIÀ

ALT
VILANOPÓ

VALLS DE
VINALOPÓ

VINALOPÓ
MITJÀ

BAIX
VILANOPÓ

BAIX
SEGURA

EIVISSA

MALLORCA
OCCIDENTAL

MALLORCA
SEPTENTRIONAL

MENORCA

MALLORCA
ORIENTAL

BAIXA
CERDANYA

ALTA CERDANYA
ANDORRA

CAPCIR
CONFLENT

VALLESPIR

ROSSELLÓ

FENOLLEDA

ANOIA
VALLÈS

ORIENTAL

VAL
D’ARAN

ALTA
RIBAGORÇA

PALLARS
JUSSÀ

NOGUERA

SEGRIÀ

GARRIGUES

URGELL

SEGARRA

SOLSONÈS

ALT
URGELL

PALLARS
SOBIRÀ

RIPOLLÈS

GARROTXA

ALT
EMPORDÀ

BAIX
EMPORDÀ

SELVA

GIRONÈS
OSONA

MARESME

BERGUEDÀ

BAGES

BAIX
PENEDÈS

TARRAGONÈS

ALT
CAMP

CONCA DE 
BARBERÀ

PRIORAT

RIBERA 
D’EBRE

TERRA
ALTA

BAIX
EBRE

MONTSIÀ

BAIX
CAMP

PLA
D’URGELL

PLA DE 
L’ESTANY

ALGUER

CATALAN LANDS / TOMORROW EUROPE / FORECAST FOR MIDDAY TOMORROW

WEATHER INFORMATION 24H

Maximum tariff: Fixed 0,41 euros/min. Mobile: 0,76 euros/min.

A

D

0,0

Sunny

Sunny spells

Showery

Cloudy

Light winds

Moderate
winds

Strong winds

Stormy

Hail

Rain

Snow

Misty

Fog

Swell

Calm sea

Light swell

Choppy

Heavy swell

Strong seas

Warm front

Occluded front

Cold front

Anticyclone

Depression

Amposta 32 24 0

Anglès 38 20

Banyoles 35 21

Barcelona 32 25

Botarell 32 21

El Vendrell 31 21

El Perelló 34 22

Falset 37 20

Girona 36 23

Igualada 36 32

La Bisbal d'Empordà 34 20

La Seu d'Urgell 31 16

La Quar de Berguedà 30 18

Lleida 37 18 0

Manresa 38 21

Montmeló 35 21

Olot 34 19

Roses 35 24

St. Pau Segúries 31 13

Tarragona 29 22

Tàrrega 33 20

Vallirana 37 24

Vic 35 18

Viella 24 12 0

Vila-rodona - -

Vilassar de Mar 31 25

Alcante 34 23

Castelló 34 23

Palma 31 21

Madrid 33 21

Valencia 39 21

Andorra 30 15

Berlín 25 15

Bruselas 28 15

Londres 27 19

París 26 20

Praga 26 12

Roma 31 21

STATION Max. Min.

TEMPERATURES

www.meteocat.com
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NEW
16 August

SUNRISE
6.47 h

SUNSET
21.05 h

WAXING
23 August

FULL
31 July

WANING
7 August
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1,5
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D

1012

CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1.Kids cereal brand. 4.Grade. 10.Wrath. 11.School-
room pointer. 12.Rowing tool. 13.Goes with or. 14.In-
dian women. 16.Lyric poem. 17.Give a peck. 18.Milli-
gram. 20.Letterafterward. 22.Earns. 26.Servingofcorn.
29.Snared. 31.Scissor-like tool. 33.Congressional vote.
34.Steep. 35.Pacific Standard Time. 36.Sweet melon.
37.Ballholder.

DOWN

1.Magazine stand. 2.Iranian’s neighbour. 3.African
ground squirrel. 4.Some (2 words). 5.Tremor. 6.Fast
plane. 7.Reverberate. 8.Took to court. 9.Wizened.
15.Viper. 19.African antelope. 21.Clean thoroughly.
23.Nile’s home. 24.Not those. 25.Status. 26.Great.
27.____ matter. 28.Chest bores. 30.Afloat. 32.Time
period.

ANSWERS

ACROSS

1.Kix. 4.Assess. 10.Ire. 11.Fescue. 12.Oar. 13.Either.
14.Squaws. 16.Ode. 17.Kiss. 18.Mg. 20.PS. 22.Nets.
26.Ear. 29.Caught. 31.Pliers. 33.Yea. 34.Imbrue.
35.PST. 36.Casaba. 37.Tee.

DOWN.

1.Kiosk. 2.Iraqi. 3.Xerus. 4.A few. 5.Seism. 6.SST.
7.Echo. 8.Sued. 9.Sere. 15.Asp. 19.Gnu. 21.Scrub.
23.Egypt. 24.These. 25.State. 26.Epic. 27.Alma.
28.Ribs. 30.Asea. 32.Era.

WEATHER

Mainly cloudy everywhere with a strong
chance of showers and scattered
storms, locally heavy and accompa-
nied by hail, dying away towards
northeastern areas. Cloudy in the
Balearic Islands and Valencia, with

occasional thunderstorms in the after-
noon. The temperatures are expected to
be lower, with minimums between 15
and 20 degrees in the Pyrenees and 20
and 25 elsewhere, and maximums be-
tween 22 and 27 degrees in the moun-
tains and 26 and 31 degrees in the
rest of the country. Strong ru-
shes of wind, especially in
Empordà.

Tomorrow

Cloudy in the Pyrenees and
eastern Catalonia, with iso-
lated showers early in the
morning and in the after-
noon. Mainly sunny in
ValenciaandtheBalea-
rics. The temperatures
will cooldown.

Summerthunderstorms
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