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PLATFORM

ANTONISEGURAiMAS

T
he investigation into the
identification process used
for the victims of Yakolev-2
has clearly revealed the
anti-democratic attitude of
agovernment-Aznar’sgov-

ernment, especially Aznar himself and
Trillo, pictured - which scorn on public
opinion and their obligation to provide any
explanationstoparliament.

“Let the dead rest in peace!” This was
the blunt response that José María Aznar
gave last March in answer to a question
about the doubts that had arisen over the
identification of the Yakolev-42 victims.
During this same meeting - a press confer-
ence with Óscar Berger, the president of
Guatemala - Aznar went on to strongly
criticise thePSOE,claimingthat“elections
can justify many things, but there is one
thing that I believe to be unjustifiable, and
that is preventing the dead from resting in
peace. Please, let the dead rest in peace.”

At the height of the pre-electoral fren-
zy, the then-president chose to ignore the
fact that the doubts and misgivings over
how the transport and identification of the
victimshadbeenmanaged,aswellas the in-
vestigation into the causes of the accident,
werenotjustanelectoralmanoeuvreonthe
part of the Socialists, they were actually de-
mands from the victims’ families. Bloated
with arrogance and scorn, Aznar also ad-
ded (referring once again to the PSOE),
“certain people are bent on stirring up the

dead, while other people are talking about
thefutureofSpain”.

Fortunately, this future has now be-
come the past, and never came to be a re-
ality, though the consequences of the poor
administration and bad government of Az-
nar’s party still represent a dead weight
whichwemustget ridofas soonaspossible.
The re-checking (using DNA tests) of the
original identificationprocessofthebodies
(mistakes had been made with 22 out of 39
corpses), as well as the way the government
tried to cover up the errors that had taken
place in the operation to bring back the
Spanish troops from Afghanistan all serve
to emphasise the mean-spiritedness and
sheer lack of humanity of these politicians.
They did not consider that they were under

any obligation to provide explanations for
their actions, neither to parliament, nor to
the families of the victims. They were the
power and they were always right. That was
the way they always behaved, the way they
dealt with all the crises of recent years: mad
cow disease, “Bosnia syndrome”, the Pres-
tige disaster, the isle of Perejil and the gov-
ernment’s support for the war in Iraq. And,
lastbutnot least, themanipulationof infor-
mation with respect to the brutal massacre
of11MarchinMadrid.

In contradiction to Aznar’s words re-
garding letting the dead rest in peace, the
fact is that the Aznar administration has al-
ways used victims for electoral and party
political purposes, whether they were the
victims of Eta’s terrorism or those of Yako-

lev-42. On one hand they would invent an
argument by which Eta and democratic
Basque nationalism were tarred with the
same brush, while on the other they tried to
silence the reasonable demands of the vic-
tims’ familieswithpatrioticspeeches.

Aznar’s was a government which
thought that it was destined to perpetuate
itself indefinitely and which, therefore, did
not hesitate to give its support to an illegal
war and occupation and to ignore the ma-
jority opinion of Spanish citizens. Purely
from a need for democratic hygiene, as well
as a desire to repair the harm caused to the
victimsandtheir families,wesimplycannot
leave the dead to rest in peace, as long as
thelyingremainsunmasked.

There are still too many unanswered
questions for us to simply turn the page:
what were the real reasons for Spain’s sup-
port for the Iraq war? What were the mem-
bers of CNI doing in Iraq, before the Span-
ish military forces had even arrived on their
humanitarian mission? How, why and who
really made the decisions in the misman-
aged Prestige crisis? What was the so-
called ”Bosnia syndrome” in fact? What
were the true reasons that led to the diplo-
matic crisis with Morocco, and which
caused such an over-the-top response by
Spain to the occupation of Perejil by the
Moroccanpolice?

Antoni Segura i Mas is professor of con-
temporary history at the University of Bar-
celona

Liesanddeceitarenosubstitute forpeace
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CONGRATULATIONS

Sir, Having just visited Barcelona
for the sixth time over the last few
years, we found it a refreshing
changetoseeyournewspaperonthe
stands. We were very impressed
with your first two weeks’ publica-
tions. In fact we bought some issues
back to the UK as mementoes and to
show our friends. The content was,
we found, well presented and very
informative and we wish you con-
tinuedsuccess inyourventure.

We don’t know whether it is
your intention or not, but as you are
anEnglishpublicationinBarcelona,
if as well as the comprehensive
“What’s on in and around Bcn”,you
might consider offering the occa-

sional tips for the new visitor to the
city. As I have said our visit was not
our first but we were amazed at the
amount of people who were conned
by the tic tack toe villains on La
Rambla, both old and young, just as
anexample.

We were also interested in your
article about the Forum, it fact it was
this (the Forum) that sealed our de-
cision to visit again this year. We
have been in receipt of regular up-
dates since last year on the progress
that was being made on the Forum
via email. We were in Bcn last No-
vember and were intrigued at the
building progress at that time.We
immediately purchased four days
ticketsonourarrival thisyear.

Sadly we only used three days’

worth. Actually one full day and two
four-hour sessions. We felt that
while the whole concept was in itself
very good, the Warriors of Xian
were absolutely awesome. The ac-
tual on-site event information for
the overseas visitor very poor. We
felt that some events could be repea-
ted more often. It was more by luck
than judgment that we actually
caught some events at all. Also we
were surprised at the lack of adver-
tising in the UK press, as it is an in-
ternational and multicultural event
we didn’t, see any at all. Some other
visitors in our Hotel from the UK
and New Zealand hadn’t even heard
of it.

Trevor Machin, Stephen Brooke
CoDurham
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