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Inflation sees

steadyriseand
climbsto 3.5%

According to the latest figures for
Spain and Catalonia, the inflation
rate is steadily creeping up. The
overall rate increased by two deci-
mal points during June in both
countries. Prices in Catalonia in

June went up by 0.4 per cent, mean-
ing that over the past six months the
Catalan figuresareslightlyabove the
national average at 2.3 per cent. The
annual rate of 3.9 per cent is above
the national average of 3.5 per cent.
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Maragall vows
to “breathe new

life” into EU
tradeagreement

President of the Catalan govern-
ment Pascual Maragall, speaking in
Madrid at the Med2003 conference,
claimed that the EU trade agree-
ment the Proceés de Barcelona was
“really working”, and vowed to
“breathe new life” into the nine-
year-old agreement between the EU
and the countries of the Southern
Mediterranean. However, he ad-
mitted that so far this had only been
expressed as a formal request to the
EU by Spain’s Foreign Minister
Moratinos. However, Maragall
went on to say thathe had a meeting
scheduled with President Zapatero
on 21 July to discuss the matter.

Excellent flamenco guitarists areamongthe manyregular performersto be foundaroundthe cathedral / viCTORPARRENOVIDIELLA

Buskersfrom around the world
make Barri Goticamusical mecca

Talented musicians from all over
the world are winning over the Bar-
celonapublic, buttheyarenotdoing
it at the Forum but in the street.
While the Ciutadella bongo players
maybeseenasanuisanceand thein-
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ept recorder players a pain in Placa
del Pi, around the cathedral itis pos-
sible to hear music of the highest
standard, played on a variety of in-
struments and in many styles. The
majority come form Eastern Eu-

rope, often conservatory-trained,
or from Latin America. Among the
regular attractions are Los Cocodri-
los, ajazzband made up of Russians,
English and Catalans who perform
most days in the Portal de I’Angel.
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Maragall vows to “breathe new
life” into trade agreement with EU

Maragallwantsto push forward the 9 year-old process to improve southern Mediterranean

NURIARIBAS/NEILSTOKES

“Ten years have passed and I now
believe the Procés de Barcelona is
really working.” With these words,
the president of the Catalan govern-
ment, Pascual Maragall expressed
the political will felt by his govern-
ment, the city council and the cen-
tral government to breathe new life
into the nine-year-old agreements
between the EU and the countries of
thesouthern Mediterranean.

Next year will see the tenth anni-
versary of the Procés, which covers
everything from trade to culture,
and speaking in Madrid at
Med2003, Maragall showed his
keenness for Barcelona to once
more host the conference and get
the Procés moving definitively.
Maragall claimed that now is the
moment, “forvariousreasons. First,
because disappointment often pre-
cedes success. Secondly, because
Germanyhasnow completed thein-
tegration of the east of Europe. And
thirdly, because North Africa is
awakeningeconomically.”

The importance of the Mediter-
ranean was emphasised in the con-
clusions of Med2003, organised by
the European Institute of the Med-
iterranean (IEMED). In the exten-
sive geographical area as the Medi-
terranean can be found some of the
most destabilising conflicts in the
world, such as that between Isreali
and Palestine. Maragall assured the
conference that, “Catalonia is pre-
pared to offer its resources, its cap-
italand, of course, its government to

Maragall, with Spanish secretary of foreign affairs Narcis Serra, is keen for progressinthe Mediterranean

drive forward definitively the Pro-
cés de Barcelona begun almost ten
years ago.” So far, however, action
on this front has been limited to a
formal request to the EU by the
Spanish Foreign Minister, Miguel
Angel Moratinos to make Barcelona

the location for what would be
knownas Barcelona+10.

Maragall also has a meeting with
José Luis Zapatero planned for 21
July at the prime minister’s resi-
dence, the Moncloa. The meeting is
partofaroundoftalksthat Zapatero

is conducting with all the presidents
of the autonomous regions. While
Maragall did not reveal which sub-
jectswouldbe discussed at the meet-
ing, he did confirm that discussions
of Catalonia’s finances would defi-
nitelybe ontheagenda.

Sikh spiritualleader declares Barcelonatobe
a “holycity” atinter-religious Forum event

ALEXLEFF

“Barcelona has become a holy city,”
declared Sikh spiritual leader Bhai
Mohinder Singh ata plenary session
in celebration of the international
inter-religious movement. Sur-
rounded by identical followers,
Singh stood on stage at the Forum
building auditorium, barefoot, a
dagger by his side, the characteristic
turbine and long greying beard. “If
each and every hair on my body
could say thank you”, he said, “I
would go ahead and say thank you
Barcelona, we salute you.” A roar of
applause followed Singh’s praise
from the faithful melange seated be-
forehim. Isthatso? Isthis placetruly
a holy city? Locals are just now get-

ting used to the idea of Barcelona as
a new business and leisure capital,
butnow this.

Ifholiness is measured by the de-
gree to which different religions in-
teract, in the eyes of these humble
interfaith dialogists, then Catalonia
set off towards sanctity years ago. If
word of this gets out, one might en-
vision a new breed of visitor. Much
like Sedona in Arizona, which has
been known for years as a vortex
among new age types in the US for
the land’s wealth of natural and
spiritual energies, Barcelona may
also begin to attract those in search
of the fresh springs of life. Imagine
arainbow gatheringin the middle of
Plaga Catalunya, a Deadhead con-
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vention in the Mare Magnum, anew
network of spiritual gurus filling up
the yellow pages and classifieds. The
possibilities are endless. And to
think, it all started at our very own
Forum site down by the stinky Besos
River. Mayor Joan Clos must have
jumped for joy when he heard the
news. If Barcelona’s holiness is due
in part to its hosting the interfaith
conference at the Forum, that
makes him a prophet, which might
explain his incomprehensible
speech patterns.

Actually, Clos won over the affec-
tions of Forum goers at the Parlia-
ment of the World’s Religions
(PWR) with his opening speech. He
spoke first in Catalan, but it seemed

that nobody had figured out how to
find their languages on the headsets.
He then broke into English, trans-
lating his prophetic words into a
language that the vast majority of
parliamentarians could under-
stand. “War is not God’s affair,”
Clos said, and the crowd erupted
louder than it had for any speakers
before him. The mayor glowed as
never before, and his voice grew
with intensity. For a moment I
thought the cheering came because
ofhis sudden change to English. But
then it dawned on me that for these
out-of-townersitwasasignofanac-
cepting society. Their cause was
heard and spoken by the city’s lead-
er. Thismustbeaholy city.

Fewerteachers

Afederation of parents’ groups have
lodged a complaint with the city
council over reductionsin the num-
ber of teachers for nursery schools
which take care of children from 0-3
years of age. The reduction brings
the number of teachers per group
from two to one, with additional
help available only at meal times.
Some parents have announced that
they will refuse to make payments to
the nursery schools in September if
their demandsare not met.

Expansion of pound sought

The decision of the city not to renew
a private foundation’s contract for
running a Barcalona animal pound
will not result in animals being put
down. The current Centred’Acollida
d’Animals de Companyia will be ex-
panded, and its operation will no
longer be handled by the Altarriba
foundation. Imma Mayol, presi-
dent of the Agency of Public Health,
said failure of the city to renew the
Altarriba’s contract was due to re-
peated complaints about condi-
tions at the centre, which has space
for 110 dogsand 200 cats.

Falsified goods confiscated

The Guardia Civil has confiscated
473 articles of falsified merchandise
in Reus, Salou and Cambrils. The
items siezed include handbags, belts
and t-shirts, and are valued at ap-
proximately 125,000 euros. Police
have also arrested a 50-year-old Ar-
gentinian national who lives in
Cambrilsand ownsthreeboutiques.
Policesuspectthatthe merchandise,
which contained internationally-
known brand name labels such as
Gucci, Ralph Lauren, Channel,
Christian Dior, Louis Vuitton, Ver-
sace, Dolce Gabanna and Tod’s was
meant to be sold illegally by a group
of boutiques in the towns where
they seized the merchandise. Inves-
tigation by authorities stems from a
complaint by merchants on the
Costa Daurada who sell legal ver-
sions of the same merchandise. So
far this year, the Guardia Civil has
arrested a total of 47 people for vi-
olations of intellectual and indus-
trial property rights, mostly for the
sale of pirated CDs and DVDs and
some for the sale of falsified cloth-
ing.

Sexual assault during massage
The Guardia Civil has arrested a 42-
year-old resident of Salou for “im-
properly touching” a female tourist
during a massage session last week-
end. The woman, a 33-year-old
tourist, paid for a massage session at
a Salou hotel when, she alleges, the
suspect touched her in a way that
constituted sexual assault. She sub-
sequently complained to the police
and the suspect was arrested and
charged with sexual assault.
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Barri Goticamusical mecca

The diversity and professionalism of cathedral buskers give them a loyal following

Ifyouthought that the Forum
had cornered themarket on
cultural diversity, takea stroll
past Barcelona’s cathedral, a
veritable forum of musical

diversity

FERRANSANCHEZ / NEILSTOKES
Talented musicians from all over
the world are captivating the Barce-
lona public. No, not at the Forum,
and not least because listening only
costs as much as the change in your
pocket. Buskers of every type sur-
round the cathedral each day per-
forming different musical styles
with a variety of instruments. Their
performancesbarely skirt round the
busking laws but their cultural con-
tribution often leads the authorities
to look the other way. Unlike the
Parc Ciutadella drummers, which
neighbours consider a nuisance, the
cathedral buskers have won the
heartsoflocals. What’smore, the ca-
thedralbuskershavediverseorigins,
which puts the Forum’s efforts to
represent the multicultural life of
thecityinto sharp perspective.

Piotr Khandogui from Belorussia
is a good example. This is Piotr’s
third summer in Barcelona playing
the cymbal in one of the side streets
near the cathedral. As with many ca-
thedral buskers, don’texpecttohear
“The Streets of London” strummed
out on an old guitar over and over
again. Many of these buskers are
consummate musicians and Piotr
studied music for 13 years back in
his homeland and was a member of
the National Orchestra of Belorus-
sia. Despite coming from a multi-
tude of places - the majority hail
from South America and Eastern
Europe - one thing these musicians
have in common is the quality of
their performancers which is some
cases borders on extraordinary ta-
lent. Violinist Josep Maria has been
coming to listen to the cathedral
buskers for years and claims that
some truly great musicians have
busked in these streets. Among the
best of them he picks out the Do
Goético who included one of the
most celebrated guitarrists of the
moment, JoséIgnacio Lépez.

There are many examples of such
multicultural talent among the
buskers. Los Cocodrilos led by the
Russian Miha are made up of Rus-
sians, English and Catalans. For the
last five years they’ve been perform-
ing their jazzy numbers at the cross-
roads of Portal de]’Angel and PlaCa
Cathedral. Antoine is from Paris
and his guitar accompanies the vo-
cals of the American, Melody. They
prefer the melodic repetitive

AChilean musician performing onthe streets of the Barri Gotic / VICTORPARRENO

City police willingto give buskersawide berth

Since 1999 the law for musical performances in streets and
public spaces has prohibited the playing of amplified music
or percussion instruments. Performances with other types
of instrument are allowed from ten in the morning until ten
at night, but limits the maximum continuous period of play
to an hour before performers are required to move on else-
where. Nor can musicians performin any city street as busk-

NeighbourstolerantofCascAnticstreet performers

The president of the neighbour’s body, Associacié de Veins
del Casc Antic, Maria Mas, reports that local residents are
“fed up” with the drummers who meet every Sunday in Parc
Ciutadella. However, she also reveals that there have been
no complaints from neighbours about the musicians in the
Casc Antic. Meanwhile, secretary of the buskers’ associa-
tion, L’Associacié de Misics de Carrer, Félix Garcia, has a

council.

ers are not allowed to perform in streets of less than seven
metres in width. Not all musicians in the Casc Antic respect
these conditions and in 2002, the Guardia Urbana confisca-
ted 206 instruments. However, very often the police are pre-
pared to turn a blind eye. The Guardia Urbana itself admits
that it is not always possible to strictly enforce the law be-
cause “eachsituationisdifferent.”

message for the authorities in rejecting, “any type of insti-
tutionalintimidation of musicians who, because of the tech-
nical specifications of theirinstruments, need to use anam-
plifier,” and he believes that the current law, “completely
ignores the reality that affects buskers.” As far as Garcia is
concerned, the law merely creates conflicts with the city

rhythms of reggae. Musical styles
are as diverse as nationalities, and
while the classical guitar is by far the
most popular instrument, every-
thingfromthe ever-presentclassical
music, through experimental styles
to movie soundtracks can be heard.

Onethingthatall thesestyleshave
in common, however, is that they
areall softand gentle and entirely in
keeping with the dignified sur-
roundings of the cathedral. Percus-
sion has been banned in public
spaces since 1999, as has the use of
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amplifiers. To the disgust of the bus-
kers’ association, L’Associacié de
Muisics al Carrer, every year the
Guardia Urbana confiscate more
than 200 instruments and while the
police body recognises that, “itisn’t
always possible to strictly enforce
the law,” buskers who need ampli-
fiers try to reduce the risk to their
equipment with ingenious disgui-
ses. Whatever the police may think,
the public have given the buskers a
sympathetic welcome. By only per-
forming during the day, the buskers

avoid criticismlike therecentoutcry
against the Parc Ciutadella drum-
mers. As these musicians can earn
up to 200 eurosin only two hourson
a good day, provoking controversy
isthelastthing they want.

Yet, despite their popularity and
the sympathy they command, the
buskers rarely seem to sell many of
their own CDs laid out in front of
them. Passers-by may peruse what’s
on offer but they usually settle for
leavinga few coins. Mind you, at 100
euros an hour, they can’t complain.

CostaBravahotelstrade slump
Hotels in the Costa Brava claim that
June saw a fall in the number of vis-
tors booking rooms. During the
month room occupation fell by
11%, comparedtothesametimelast
year. But in Maresme it was only an
8% fall and in the Costa Duarada
2%. Acording to Marti Sabria, the
manager of the Costa Brava Hotel
Association, the fall in visitor num-
bers is the result of cheaper holidays
in places like the Balearic Islands
and the Canaries, which were offer-
ing “incredible offers”. Sabria said
that people were spending more
money on holidays throughout the
year, which left them with less mon-
ey tospend during the summer. The
vice-president of the Gremio hotels
in Maresme, Santiago Garcia Nieto,
confirmed that June had also been a
“bad” for hotels in the region with
an 8% fall.

Barcelona funds Gaza peace park
Barcelona city council has financed
the construction of a peace park in
Gazacity. It follows an agreement of
cooperation between the two cities.
The new 1.2 hectre park is based in
the neighbourhood of Tal-al-hawa.
The city council has invested
300,000 euros into the park, which
includes sport and leisure areas for
the youths of the city. Following a
meeting between the mayor of Bar-
celona, Joan Clos, and delegates
from Gaza last week, the two sides
arestudying the possiblity of further
collaboration on more projects. Ex-
perts from Barcelona have passed
information to the Palestians about
provison of services such as hous-
ing, water and roads.

Touristbus cruises Lleida streets
Atouristbustohelpvisitorsviewthe
many attractions in Lleida has star-
ted its summer season and will op-
erate until 12 September. The ser-
vice will run for seven days a week
and travel throughout the city dur-
ing each 50min journey. It attracts
onaverage 5,000 users each yearand
the town hall is confident that this
figure will increase by 2% this
year.“This service is vital for the in-
creasing tourism to our city,” said
the mayor of Lleida, Angel Ros. A
ticket costs 3 euros which is valid all
day and will also enable user access
the city’s museums.

Crime writer with Catalan links
Scottish crime writer Quintin Jar-
dine, hasjust published a new book.
The prolific writer spends half the
year living in Catalonia. He has just
returned fromthe countrytolaunch
his latest crime thriller Stay of
Execution.

Minister questions new charge
The Catalan minister for health,
Marina Geli, has “ideological
doubts” about charging one euro
each time people visit a health cen-
tre. She wants the charge to reflect
what people canafford.
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Medical copayment proposal
overshadows debate over budget

Catalan government considers charging one euro copayment for medical visits

AGENCIES

The Catalan Parliament yesterday
approved the budget for the current
year with an eye towards overall
budget reduction and finding ways
to boost funding for the financially-
strapped public health system, in-
cluding a controversial proposal to
add a one euro copayment for med-
ical visits.

The budget for the current year is
set for 22.5 billion euros, a figure
which includes a 2.75% reduction
over last year’s budget. The 2004
budget puts the deficit at 0.58 per-
cent of Catalonia’s Gross Domestic
Product (GDP).

To reduce the public health def-
icit, several ideas were batted
around in addition to the copay-
ment scheme, including a proposed
surcharge on petrol as well as raising
taxifares. According to Health Min-
ister Marina Geli, such measures are
not designed to be a primary source
of financing but are needed to make
needed improvements to the health
system. She also said that asking pa-
tients to make copayments for visits
will not limit access to health care
but will “make people value a health
system that is paid for by everyone”.

Gelialso admitted thatshehad an
“ideological doubt” as to whether
charging for medical visits to doc-
tors was an appropriate measure,
but added that copayments are al-
ready being used in the “majority of
European Union countries” and
that working-age citizens already
pay for a part of their prescription
drugcosts.

She stressed the overall impor-
tance of securing more funding for
the health system one way or an-
other, and said that the preferred
method of doing so was through di-
rect taxation. Meanwhile, the pres-
ident of the Spanish Society of Rural
and General Medicine (SEMER-
GEN) Julio Zarcoyesterday rejected
the Catalan proposal to study the
copayment proposal, saying that “it

Protestingolive farmers say they have not beenawarded the fullamount of subsidies they were promised / ANDREUPUIG

Olive farmers protest at Parliament oversubsidies

Catalan Parliament members were greeted yesterday by
protests from 300-500 farmers in the olive sector, who were
demanding full payment of subsidies that were approved in
December2001.An organisation representing the olive pro-
ducers protested the government’sannouncementofa60o-
7ooeuro perhectarereductioninsubsidy money.

Some were calling for the resignation of the agricultural
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minister Antoni Siurana as well as Generalitat president
Pascual Maragall. A small group of protesters managed to
have a meeting with Parliament president Ernest Benach.
Accordingto Benach, itwas not normalto give out subsidies
allatonce, whilearepresentative ofthe growers maintained
thattoomany growers are being left out of the government’s
current subsidy distribution scheme.

was not feasible in a public health
system” and that it violates the prin-
ciples of social equality. He said to
a Europa press journalist “I firmly
believe that this proposal will not be

implimented.”

The trade unions CCOO and
UGT have also come out steadfastly
against the medical copayment sys-
tem. “We will reject any attempt to

establisha payment system for med-
ical services,” said Manuel Garcia
Biel, spokesman for the CCOO in
Catalonia. “The preferential use of
indirect taxesis highly unfair.”

Firade Calellato feature debatesand
handicrafts with Scottish presence

TERESAMARQU EZ/NEILSTOKES

Parallels are often made between
Scotland and Catalonia and in this
year’s Fira de Calella Scottish repre-
sentatives have been invited to take
part. From 22 to 26 September, Cal-
ella will celebrate the 24th Fira with
a series of debates. Councillor Mi-
quel Pérez (ERC) singles out discus-
sions on the first Fira del Motor, “to
provide dynamism to a sector im-
portant for the local economy.” As

the self-proclaimed capital of the
Costa Brava, the future of the tour-
ism industry, to which the Scots
have long been Major contributors,
willalso be debated.

These round table sessions are a
departure for the fair which will take
place on the Passeig de Manuel
Puigvert. Mayor Josep Basart points
out, “We wanted a unique meeting
place and a fair in constant evolu-
tion.” Another innovation at this
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year’s celebration will be an exhib-
ition of pottery by over a hundred
craftsmen, along with two more ex-
hibitions by the Centre Catala d’Ar-
tesania. For thefirsttime, fair organ-
isers also offered the design of the
publicity poster in a competition
worth 500 euros.

The winner, designer Anna Vi-
vancos, has created a classical design
combining traditional features of
Calella with a call to attend. With a

budget of 105,300 euros, this year’s
fair is the most expensive ever and
Miquel Pérez is confident that more
participants can be attracted to the
seaside town, beating the 60,000
who visited last year’s event. In Jan-
uary it became part of the Federa-
tion of Fairs of Catalonia and has
since adopted a new logo. More in-
formation can be found at the fair’s
website at www.calella.org, which
began operation yesterday.

Borrell chosen asnext president
The Spanish MEP, Josep Borrell, has
been chosen as the next president of
the european parliament, after an
agreement between the socialists
and the popular party to share the
presidency in the next session,
which starts on 20 July. The agree-
mentdid nothave the supportofthe
portuguese socialists. Josep Borrell
will be the third Spaniard to serve in
this role following Enrique Barén
(1989-1992) andJose Maria Gil-Ro-
bles (1997-1999). The president of
the european popular party, Hans-
Gert Poettering, said they had made
an agreement so that Borrell could
serve as the next president over the
course of the next two and halfyears,
followed by a candidate from the
popular party, probably Poettering,
startinginJanuary2007.

Ecologists’ anger atseadumping
The centre for mediterranean ecol-
ogy has hit out at the alleged dump-
ing of construction waste into the
port of Tarragona. The centre has
complained to the police depart-
ment responsible for protecting the
environment about the issue. The
ecologists claim that the waste is
coming from the works for new car
terminals thatare being constructed
along the coast. They say that the
waste includes mud, metal, plastic
and rubber.“This waste being dum-
ped in the sea has not being treated
and could lead to contamination of
the sea,” said a spokesperson for the
centre. They claim the alleged
dumping breaks 1972 regulations
agreed to prevent dumping of waste
material in the sea, which was rati-
fied by the Spanish government in
1974.

Newtreatment for eye defect

A hospital in Sabadell is the first
public health centre in Catalonia to
useanewtechniquein thetreatment
of cataracts, which involves little
discomfort for the patient but a
speedy recovery. The treatment is
being pioneered at the Parc Tauli
hospital in the city and involves
making a very small cut in the eye of
only 1.5 milimeters and then a con-
tactlens is implanted as a substitute
for the lens that taken out. Using
conventional surgery surgeons have
to make an incision of 3 milimeters.
The reduction is the incision pro-
vides less risk of infection. The new
technique also means the patient
spends less time in the hospital.Eye
experts are set to meet later this year
in Spain and they have invited doc-
tors from the hospital to explain
their newsurgical advances.

Freedom for terror suspect

A judge in the Spanish High Court
has said a suspected Al Qaeda mem-
ber can be released from prison ifhe
pays 3000 euros bail. Hamed Abdel-
rahman Ahmed was being held by
the Americans in Guantdnamo Bay,
Cuba, until his transfer to a Spanish
prison in February this year. Judge
Garzon said he will impose resti-
ctions on Ahmed’s liberty once he
hasbeen freed.
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USurged to fight
Aids epidemic
“like terrorism”

Annan: “Aidsisaweapon of mass destruction”

REUTERS, BANGKOK

The United States must lead the
fight against Aids with the same
commitment it shows in the battle
against terrorism, UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan said on Tues-
day. “We hear a lot about weapons
of mass destruction. We hear a lot
aboutterrorism, and we are worried
about weapons of mass destruction
because of their potential to kill
thousands of people,” Annansaid in
aninterview with the BBC. “Herewe
have an epidemic that is killing mil-
lions. What is the response?” Annan
said. “We really do need leadership.

America has the natural leadership
capacity because of its resources, be-
cause of its size.” Annan was speak-
ing on the sidelines of an interna-
tional Aids conference in Bangkok
where Washington’s low-key pres-
ence, moral agendaand funding po-
licies on Aids have come under at-
tack. But a top US government sci-
entist defended President Bush’s
$15billion plan to fight the Aids epi-
demicthathaskilled 20 million peo-
ple worldwide and infected 38 mil-
lion. “There is absolutely no dimin-
ished commitment in interacting
internationally. Look at the presi-

ActorRichard Gere attending the Aids conference in Bangkok / ErAPHOTO

dent’s programs. It’s $15 billion,”
Dr.TonyFauci, head of the National
Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases, told reporters. The confer-
ence - the biggest gathering of scien-
tists, activists, drug company bosses

and Aids sufferers - has seen daily
protests by activists shouting
”Shame, Shame” against Bush and
other rich country leaders accused
of failing to support a UN-backed
global Aids fund.

CHURCH

Priestsaccused of abuse

An average of one Roman Catholic
priesteveryweek wasaccused of sex-
ual abuse in England and Wales last
year but none has been prosecuted
and all but two are still in their jobs,
a report said Tuesday. A further 10
allegations were made of physical,
emotional or other abuse by priests,
volunteers and employees of the
church, bringing total complaints
for the year to 62, according to the
report by the Catholic Office for the
Protection of Children (COPCA).
There were also 51 reports of “inap-
propriate behavior” toward chil-
dren which were dealtwithinternal-
ly by the church after consultation
with police and social services.

POPMUSIC

Beatles songs found in suitcase
Unpublished songs recorded by the
world famous pop group the Bea-
tles,havebeen discoveredinan Aus-
tralian market, according to The
Times. Other items found in a suit-
case at the flea market included
documents and photographs of the
fabfour.

Appeal Courtrulesthat Stansted
hijackers can stayand should not
bedeported to Afghanistan

AGENCIES

Nine Afghan menarrested afterahi-
jacking incident at Stansted Airport
will not face deportation to Afgha-
nistan. They were sent to a UK pris-
on in 2001 for hijacking an Afghan
Ariana Boeing 727. But the convic-
tions were overturned by the Court
of Appeal in June 2003, because a
mistake was made in directing the
jury. Now an Immigration Appel-
late Authority hearinghasruled that
the men have the right to stay in the
UKbecause they would bein danger
of attack from members of the Ta-
lebaniftheywere deported.

The Home Office is disappointed
with the decision which it would be
appealing against.“It said to return
them would be contrary to the Eu-
ropean Convention on Human
Rights,” a spokeswomen for the
Home Office said. Under the Home
Office’s own rules, failed asylum

The Home Officeissettoappeal / Era

seekers from Afghanistan can only
be returned if they are from the re-
gion of the capital, Kabul. Govern-
mentassessorsaccept that therest of
the countryremains dangerous.

Iraqi minister asks Philippines
not to bowto hostage-takersand
keep their troopsinIraq

REUTERS, BAGHDAD

AnIraqi official on Tuesday warned
against bowing to kidnappers amid
deepening confusion on whether
Manila intended to bring its troops
home early from Iraq to save the life
ofaFilipinohostage. AnyPhilippine
decision to advance the scheduled
departure date of August 20 of the
51-strong humanitarian force
would be unwelcome to the United
States and to Iraq’s interim govern-
ment. Mowaffaq Abboud, an advis-
er to Foreign Minister Hoshiyar Ze-

bari,declined commentonManila’s
stance, but told Reuters the govern-
ment opposed concessions to kid-
nappers. “We think it is not a wise
ideatogiveintothedemandsofhos-
tage-takers,” he said. “This would
encourage the terrorists to continue
these practices.”

The government, trying to en-
hance its authority after taking over
from US-led occupiers on June 28,
remains dependent on a 160,000-
strong, mostly American, multina-
tional force.
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astyear saw thefiftiethanniversary of

one of the bestselling novels of Span-

ish literature written in Catalonia

pass almost unnoticed. Los Cipreses
creen en Dios by Josep Maria Gironella (1917-
2003) was the first of an extensive trilogy
about the time of the Second Republic, the
Civil War and the Postwar era. The book de-
scribes, from a biased but interesting point of
view, the social, political and ideological con-
tradictions of a microcosm that attempts to
reflect the complex reality of Spain which led
to the rebellion of 1936 and the war that fol-
lowed. While Gironella makes an intelligent
effort at analysing the imaginary differences
between the opposing social groups in con-
flict, when the momentarrives for him toreal-
ly explain the causes and mechanisms that
carry the characters to the final showdown, he
fails to satisfactorily resolve the plot.

He includes unlikely scenes in which the
masons conspire against the “natural order”,
he caricatures unconvincing communists or
invents behind the scenes foreign meddling,
although at times lucid, he ends up drifting
into peurile Manichaeism. To sum up, he at-
tributes the civil war to a judeo-masonic con-
spiracy. Such a naive formula for reading re-
ality is in fact quite significant. In common
with many conservative intellectuals signed
up to Francoism, Gironella shares the inabil-
ity of the victors to understand their own re-
sponsibilites or experience any feelings of
guilt.

Nowadays, those that follow the political

XAVIERDIEZ

Coming totermswith the pastand the present

discourse of postfranco, rightwing think
tanks, basically their traditional means of
communication, can grasp similar senti-
ments to those expressed by Gironella, albeit
without his literary qualities. Beliefs in social
relationsbased on profoundinequalityandan
almost feudal paternalism bring an inability
to understand a country that is evolving out-
side of their mental schemes and their frustra-
ted aspirations to restorealostimperial order.

Consequently, the electoral defeat of 14
March or the popular demonstrations against
Aznar have not been rationally assimilated.
Rather, a type of collective mental alienation
sees a conspiracy involving nationalists, jour-
nalists, dark anti-clerical forces or the treach-
erous France. Anyonewhoreads Abcorlistens
to COPE would believe that the countryis un-
der siege by conspirators bent on putting an
end to anidealised Spain that no longer exists.

Intellectuals venting merciless criticisms of
the recent royal marriage are a sickening re-
affirmation of the class system by disguised as
as republicanism. Ordinary citizens have ex-
pressed with much more clarity a potent un-
derlying feeling of francoism in a Spanish so-
ciety thathas proven incapable ofassimilating
the past and therefore unable to understand
the present. Such rigid and contadictory
rhetoric within a precarious social structure
always ends up revealing the indestructible
faith in the myths of a faded Spanish nation-
alism that stirs up irrational hatred of the ad-
versary, or shows a profound inability to as-
sume guilt for the civil war which in a way is
still not over. Obviously the country cannot
live with the right in this state. The threat of
areturn to the “essence of fatherland” is like
a slab impeding progress as happened in the
period 1996-2004, which deepened the divi-
sions within a state where co-existence is dif-
ficult. What is needed is a catharsis to help
Spanish conservatism distance itself from au-
thoritarian, classist and intolerant tempta-
tions which have fed its thinking and political
organisations. This has to begin with the with-
drawl of the amnesty law of 1977 and the
opening up of a judicial process which could
bring penal those responsible for the violence
and repression of the Franco regime to justice
and help rid Spain of the symbolic elements
that keep the dictatorship alive, and the nec-
essary rehabilitation of the republican Spain.
Onlyby comingto termswith the pastisit pos-
sibleto confrontthe future.
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NUDEBEACH FORNUDISTS

When the government designated
Mar Bella as a nudist beach it dem-
onstrated how Barcelona offers its
inhabitants and visitors a diversity
of facilities and attractions. The re-
cent establishment of a chiringuito
on Mar Bella has significantly
changed the appearance and the
tone of the beach, with more rub-
bish in the sand as well as noise pol-
lution in the form of loud music.
Second, by flying a gay pride flag
above the chiringuito, the proprie-
torsareannouncingthatthisisagay
chiringito and ipso facto, this is a
gay beach. It is not. It is a nudist
beach. Third, there has been a clear
increase in an unwanted sexual

tone at the beach, the worst evi-
dence of whichistheincreasein the
number of questionable men sim-
plyhanging around the toilet facili-
ty. Since its establishment, the chir-
inguito has obviously become a gay
meeting point. Many gay men, who
clearly have no interest in nudity
other than to stare at it now gather
atthe chiringuito. The beach which
always had a very welcome gay ele-
mentisnowbecoming overwhelm-
ingly gay. Naturists enjoy simplici-
ty. We prefer a beach without
clothes, without rubbish, without
loud music and without a chirin-
guito. Leave the nude beach to the
nudists.
Mark Maccallum
Poblenou, Barcelona

ISOLATIONIST BRITAIN?

Ohdear, Stephen Burgenissomud-
dled in his political thinking. First-
ly, those of us who voted for UKIP
last month, voted toleave the Euro-
pean Union (not Europe). Second-
ly,how canhejustifiably call Britain
isolationist when it is one of the
foremost international trading na-
tions? Thirdly, if Britain ever leaves
the EU, trade with the EU would
continue much asitdoesnow. Nor-
way (not in the EU) has a much
higher proportion of its trade with
the EU than Britain has. Fourthly,
France voted for the Maastrich
treatybythenarrrowestof margins.

RBTubb

England
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Spanishrate of inflation creeping
upwardsat start of summer

Pricesrosefasterin Catalonia over the past twelve months than national average

REBECCAWARDEN

The rate of inflation is creeping up,
according to the latest figures for
Spain and Catalonia. The overall
rateincreased by two decimal points
during the month of June and by a
similar rate in Catalonia, according
to the National Institute of Statistics
(INE).

While price rises in Catalonia in
June are in line with the national
average, in the province of Lleida
prices rose by 0.4 per cent. Seen over
thelast six months, the Catalan total
isslightlyabove the national average
at2.3 per cent. The yearlyrate,at 3.9
per cent, is markedly higher than the
national average of 3.5 per cent.

The latest figures bring the accu-
mulated inflation rate for Spain for
the first six months of the year up to
2.2 per cent - higher than the gov-
ernment’s official forecast for the
whole of the year - and for the last
12 months up to 3.5 per cent. When
the price increases of fresh produce
and energy are excluded, the rate of
underlying inflation went up by one
decimal pointin June 2004.

Three factors are behind the rise
inoverall inflation; the rise in tobac-
co prices in June, the fact that the
drop in fuel prices this year has not
been as big as last year and the rise
in the cost of package holidays at the
beginning of the touristseason.

Leisure and cultural activities
registered the biggest increase in
prices in June (0.8 per cent), due to
the start of the holiday season. This
was closely followed by drinks and
tobacco (0.7% per cent), caused by
the hike in tobacco prices. Prices in
hotels, bars and restaurants rose by
0.4 per cent.

Consumers can take slight com-
fort from the fact that some prod-
uctsdid actually get cheaper in June;
clothing and footwear (down 0.5
per cent) and telecommunications
(down0.1percent.)

EVOLUTION OF INFLATION RATE
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220 million eurosto prepare Sants for the AVE

AGENCIES

The high speed train came a step
closer to Barcelona yesterday with
the announcement that 220 million
euros will be spent on adapting
Sants station for the arrival of the
AVE in 2007. Spanish minister of
public works Magdalena Alvarez
said that the call for tender will be
published before the end of July. She
was in Barcelona yesterday for a
meeting with mayor Joan Clos

which she described as “very useful
forboth parties.”

The funding will be channelled
through state-owned railway RE-
NFE. The work will involve dou-
bling the size of the main hall of
Sants and building another 90,000
square metres of spaceabove the hall
which will be used for offices, hotel
accommodation and leisure purpo-
ses. Alvarez stressed that the work
will be complete by 2007 in time for
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the arrival of the high speed train.
The AVE project has been plagued
byrepeated delays.

Clos and Alvarez also reached
agreement on five related projects
yesterday. These include the green
light for setting up the Barcelona
High Speed Consortium and a sister
company to manage the building of
the Sant Andreu-laSagrera AVE ter-
minal. A study onroad and raillinks
tothe portof Barcelona was also giv-

en the go-ahead; the result will be
published before the end of 2004.
A second study on AVE-airport
link will begin immediately. Clos
also got a pledge from the minister
to look into ways that autonomous
governments and local councils can
help manage airports. Barcelona’s
mayor said he was confident more
money will be made available for in-
frastructures in Barcelona with the
changein central government.

EUtoapprove
Alitalialoan,
sharesrisein
anticipation

The European Commission is set to
approve Italy’s plan to rescue strug-
gling national airline Alitalia, ac-
cording to EU transport commis-
sioner Loyola de Palacio. This move
boosted the carrier’s shares but pro-
voked the anger of its competitors.
The Italian government has pro-
posed guaranteeing an emergency
400 milion euro loan to Alitalia.
This is the third time that Rome has
backed the bail-out of the airline
which is currently losing more than
one million euros a day. Commis-
sion spokesman Amador Sanchez
said the loan could not be used by
the carrier for investment or to ex-
pand its activities. He later told re-
porters that Italy had committed it-
self to reducing its stake in Alitalia
to 49 per cent or less within the next
12 months.

Accordreached
on Levi’splant

closure

The official labour body of Levi’sar-
rived at an agreement with the com-
pany’s management for settlements
for workers who will lose their jobs
asaresult of the closure of the com-
pany’s plantin Girona.

Only five workers voted against
the plan because, according to one
union official, they did not agree
with the established a limit of
100,000 euros to be paid out in sev-
erance payments

Ithad been hoped thatan agree-
ment could be reached that only re-
sult in around 30 workers losing
their jobs. An additional meeting
was scheduled to discuss the cases of
those employees who would be eli-
gible for early-retirement settle-
ments.

Two companies
win awards for
exportbusiness

Relats SA, a textile company based
in Montbui, and Linear Chemicals
based in Montgathave both won the
“Economic Internationalisation
Prize” awarded by the Catalan gov-
ernment. The prize is designated to
award excellence in international
trade for young business people in
the exportation business. Ralats ex-
ports its products to Italy, Germany
and France, and Linear Chemicals
exports to more than 50 countries in
Europe, Asia and Latin America.
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