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Adoption of foreign children
doubles over threeyears

Russiaand China are the main destinations for adoptive parents

Increasing numbers of Catalans are opting to
adopt children from abroad and over the past
three years the number of foreign adoptions has
doubled from 558 to 1,042. The Federation of the
Associations for Adoption expects the number to
rise to 1,400 for 2004. Very few Spanish or Cat-

alan children come up for adoption, forcing
childless couples to look abroad, with China and
Russia being the current most popular countries.
The most recent countries to join the list of those
that permit people from abroad to adopt are
Ethiopia, Nepal, Mexicoand Morocco. Itisan ex-

pensive business and can cost as much as 12,000
euros. The Chinese, for example, ask adoptive
parents to make a 3,000-euro donation to the lo-
cal orphanage. In Catalonia the government de-
mands a further 900 euros for a certificate, a fee
notlevied in otherautonomousareas.

Religious
parliament
pronounceda
success

The week-long Parliament of the
World’s Religions, held under the
auspices of the Forum, ended yes-
terday with the establishment of a
network linking 40 cities with the
goal of working towards the parlia-
ment’s objectives on the issues of
water, foreign debt, refugees and re-
ligious violence. Organisers ex-
pressed satisfaction with the parlia-
ment, which attracted over 8,000
visitors from 85 countries.

Beckham’s
botch shows
high price of
failure

The ball that David Beckham sent
flying into the crowd when he
missed the penalty against Portugal
that ended England’s hopes in Euro
2004 has reached a staggering 10
million eurosonaninternetauction
site. The ball was caught by Pablo
Carral, a Spanish fan. The ball’s
starting price wasone eurobut with-
in 48 hours had reached 10 million.
Bids will be taken until July 22.

Passengernumberswere up atall Catalanairports, with Gironarecordinga 156 percentrise overthe first sixmonths of year

Record check-infiguresasbudget
flights fuel Catalan air travel boom

Businessin Catalan airportsisup on
last summer with more than two
million passsengers passing
through Barcelona’s El Prat airport
last month alone, nearly 8 per cent
more than during the same period
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last year. Visitors from France and
the UK showed a rise of over 23 per
cent. Gironaand Reusairports, both
of which are used by budget flier
Ryanair, showed significant in-
crease in traffic. One million pas-

sengers passed through Girona air-
port in the first six months of the
year, an staggering increase of 156
per cent, while Reus, with 440,000
travellers, recorded an increase of 55
percent.
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Adoptions offoreign children by
Catalans doublein threeyears

Adoption federation appeals for more government support for families

AGENCIES
More and more Catalans are adopt-
ing children abroad. Over the past
three years the number of such
adoptions has doubled, rising from
558in2000to 1,042in 2003, accord-
ingtothe Federation of Associations
for Adoption (FADA). The federa-
tion, comprising 11 associations
representing 5,000 families, expects
the number will continue to grow,
and believes around 1,400 children
willbeadopted abroad during 2004.
The demand from Catalan famil-
ies for foreign children is growing
apace; 2,111 people put in a request
for this kind of adoption on 2002,
butby 2003 the number has jumped
to almost 3,000. The top countries
for adopting children in 2003 were
Russia (438) and China (223) where
adoption formalities are speedier
than elsewhere. 50 countriesaround
the world currently allow foreigners
toadopttheirchildren. The mostre-
centtojoin thislistare Ethiopia, Ne-
pal, Morocco and Mexico.
Catalonia’sautonomous govern-
ment, the Generalitat, must do
more to help families who wish to
adopt abroad, according to FADA.
The biggest problem facing families
is the lack of official information
about how to go about it, says Anna
Maria Osa, president of FADA.

—

ThiswomaninArbuciesinthe province of Girona hopes to adopt two children from Haiti / LLUIS SERRAT

Most people “end up coming to the
federation or asking other parents,”
shesays.

Catalan families also have to foot
the bill for getting a certificate of
suitability to adopt which costs 900
euros and takes six to eight months
to obtain from private companiesli-

censed by the authorities. Families
in other autonomous communities
do not have to pay for this service.
Osa called on the Generalitat to give
people the choice of paying to use a
private service or going to a public
sector one paid for by the taxpayer.

Adopting a child abroad is a big

financial as well as emotional un-
dertaking for the family. It usually
costs between 7,000 euros and
12,000 euros, depending on the
country of adoption. The Chinese
authorities, for instance, ask adop-
tive parents to make a donation to
the local orphanage of 3,000 euros.

LLEIDA

PPattack coalition

The Partido Popular has criticised
the three-party Catalan coalition
government for rejecting all their
budget amendments, which would
have been financially benefical for
the Lleida region. The PP minister
for Lleida, Jordi Montanya, who
submitted the amendments, ac-
cused the government of effectively
“marginalising” the area of Lleida
fromitsbudgets.

TRAFFIC
Policearresthit-and-rundriver
Last Monday 5 July, an eighty-five-
year-old woman was run over and
left seriously injured by a hit-and-
run accident in the town of Angles.
However, thanks to aninvestigation
by Girona’straffic police, the vehicle
involved in the accident was located
and police have arrested the driver,
who was a young man from Anglés.
Meanwhile, theelderlywomanisre-
covering from her injuries in the Jo-
sep Truetahospitalin Girona.

INDUSTRY

Moreindustrial space for Lleida
Lleida’s Chamber of Commerceand
Industry has announced that one
million square meters of private in-
dustrial land is to be made available
in the capital of Segrid and the sur-
rounding towns. At the same time,
the Chamber has repeated its de-
mand for more public industrial
space, and is expecting to sign an
agreement soon with Lleida City
Council to create several new indus-
trial estates. The lack of industrial
spaceis one of the most serious con-
cerns for both Lleida businesses and
the Chamber of Commerce.

A network of 40 cities to continue
theworksetoutininter-religious
parliamentat Forum

ALEXLEFF
The fourth Parliament of the
World’s Religions (PWR), celebra-
ted from last Wednesday to Tues-
day, has brought about the creation
of a network linking together forty
cities from around the world to
work towards the objectiveslaid out
during the dialogue, including the
shortage of drinkable water, foreign
debt, refugees and religious vio-
lence, according to the executive di-
rector of the Council for the PWR,
Dirk Ficca. Himself a Christian
minister, Ficcasaid he was “very sat-
isfied” yesterday with the outcome
of the past week of dialogue in Bar-
celona, which has led to interfaith
work towards “abetter world”.
Some 8,400 people from 85 dif-
ferent countries — 30 per cent were
from Spain according to Ficca —
and nearly one hundred cultural
and religious communities partici-
pated in symposia, assemblies, dia-

logues and debates in and around
the Forum building and convention
centre. “No concrete solutions have
come out of the Parliament,” Ficca
admits, adding that solving the
world’s problems “was not the in-
tention.” Ficca underscores that the
importance of the fourth meeting
was “more practical than pro-
found”. The aim was not to make a
deep analysis on global issues, but
rather that each community would
pledge to commit simple acts in
their own countries, Ficca says. One
of the more promising moments of
Tuesday night’s closing ceremony
was when teenagers announced
their own commitment to bring the
ideas of change that were discussed
atthe Parliamentback to theirhome
communities. “All the religions ad-
mit they are changing and recognise
the importance of this change as
something positive,” UNESCO
Centre director Félix Marti says.
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A study has revealed that Mediter-
ranean culture is a factor that helps
lower the risk of dying from heart
disease in Spain compared to Eng-
lish-speaking countries. Experts
from the hospital of Sant Pauin Bar-
celona, claim that only 47% of sud-
den deaths in Spain are the result of
heart disease, while in English-
speaking countries this figure rises
to between 80%-90%. According
the head of the study, doctor Bayés
de Luna, the reason for this differ-
ence is cultural.“It is more than the
Mediterranean dietand is due to the
way people deal with life with opti-
mism and happiness compared to
the people in English-speaking
countries,” said doctor Bayés de
Luna, who heads the research at the
hospital.

He found that hypertension was
also responsible for sudden deaths
associated with heart conditions
and was a risk for sufferers. He dis-

Studyreveals that Mediterranean
culturelowersriskof heartdeath

Eatingfishand enjoyinglife helps Spaniards lessenrisk of heart disease / LLuIS CRUSET

covered that this illness was respon-
sible for the majority of cases of the
enlargement of the heart. “Hyper-
tension is more influential than we

had previously thought in sudden
deaths linked to heart disease and it
would be premature to ignore the
role of colesterol,” headded.
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More passengers and cargo
checkinginto Cataloniaairports

Barcelona, Gironaand Reus haveallregistered higher numbersthan past years

ALEXLEFF

The number of people checking in
and out of airports in Catalonia is
higher than in previous summer
tourist seasons. Most of these tour-
ists are from France and the UK,
which had a considerable rise in re-
cent months of 23.6 per cent. Over
two million passengers passed
through Barcelona’s Prat airport
last month, 7.7 per cent more than
the same month in 2003. The
amount of merchandise being han-
dled on airport cargo belts has gone
up as well, weighing in at a total of
over 38 million kilos in the first two
quarters of the financial year, which
is an 11.8 per cent increase from
2003.

Passenger traffic abounded even
moreso in Girona, whose airport
saw over one million fliers check in
during the first six months of the
year, a wopping 156.9 per cent in-
crease from the year before, owing
to the cheep-flight invasion. Buck-
ing the trend, cargo usage actually
went down by 3.8 per cent with a to-
tal of 53,490 kilos.

The airport in Reus has seen an
increase in the number of passen-
gers of 55.2 per cent in the first half
of the financial year, reaching over
440,000 people. Over 175,000 peo-
plecheckedinto ReusinJune, which
is 23.4 per cent more than the year
before. Reus saw an increase in car-
go transport in the past six months
by 138 per cent. Last month cargo
grossed at some 6,186 kilos, up by
138 per cent.

Prat has introduced two new
routes for direct transcontinental
flights this summer, Natal (Brazil)
and Havana (Cuba), airport offi-
cials reported yesterday. The airline
company Varig will make trips to
Natal from 25 July to 2 August. Cu-
bana will be flying to and from Ha-
vana between 2 August to 25 Octo-
ber.
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Reusairporthasseenanincreasein passengersand cargoin past months / ABRAHAM SEBASTIA

Ryanairtryingtododoawaywithluggage checking

Passengers of the low-cost air carrier Ryanair who show up
at Spanish airports with lots of baggage to be checked may
soon be in for an unpleasant surprise. The airline yesterday
announced measures to encourage passengers to travel
with only carry-on baggage in a bid to lower cost and elim-
inate queues of passengers in the baggage claim areas of
airports. And according to international reports, they may
end upbanningcheckedbaggagealtogether.
Onenewmeasureisanincreaseintheallowance forcar-
ry-onbaggage fromseventotenkilos,whileatthe sametime
decreasing the allowance for checked baggage from 20 to
15 kilos. Another measure is raising the fee for excess
checked luggage from 2.65 euros per kilo to 2.98 euros.
At a press conference called to announce the changes,

Alfons Claver, sales manager for the company in Spain,
stressed that Ryanair has led “a revolution in the price of air
travelinourcountry,” citing the average price of aticket with
the company from May 2003 to May 2004 was 40 euros, and
addingthat “ticket prices may go even lower”.

Measures similar to those taken in Spain are becoming
widespread in other countries as well. Last week a company
spokesmanin Londontold the Financial Times that the com-
panyis mulling overtheidea of doing away with the practice
of loading baggage in the holds of it planes, meaning that
passengers would be able to fly only with whatever items
they are able to bring onboard the plane. According to CEO
Michael O’Leary, such cost-cuttingideas are the result of re-
centdisappointingresults onthe stock market.

Joan Gaspart calls for tourist sector to
beregulated to protect heritage sites

cT

The president of Barcelona’s tour-
ism consortium, Joan Gaspart, has
called for the tourist sector to be
regulated. During a speech at the
Forum 2004 he urgedlocal, regional
and national government to “regu-
late” the sector and asked business
people working in the industry not
to fear any new laws. “Neither busi-
ness people nor the government
havetoworryaboutthe phrase “reg-
ulating the sector,” he said.“I en-
courage the government to keep a

firm hand in what they say and what
they do in order to conserve our
heritage,” he added. He was ad-
dressing a debate launched at the
Forum yesterday called “Tourism,
cultural diversity and sustainable
development.”

Gaspart, the former president of
Barcelona FC, defended the role of
businessmen in preserving local
culture. “It is clear that business
people have to earn money and this
is something that we should not be
ashamed about,” he added. He said
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Gaspart spoke atthe Forumyesterday

during his speech called “The re-
sponsiblity of the tourist company
with the heritage of the communi-
ties” thatbusiness peoplehavingob-
tained the necessary profits, should
reinvestpartoftheirincomeinhelp-
ing to maintain heritage sites. He
also defended the Forum and said it
was about a “creative” initiative but
not “speculative” a criticism leveled
at the event by some ofits critics. “It
has been built here so that in the fu-
ture Barcelona can enjoy this area
which in past we have been proud.”

Mandalatobe dismantled

The world’s largest mandala, loca-
ted in a marquee at the end of the
Rambles in Barcelona, will be cere-
moniously dismantled today in ac-
cordance with Buddhist tradition.
Sponsored by the Barcelona Tibet
House as an offering to promote
world peace, the mandala depicted
the “wheel of time” with an intricate
floor design created with coloured
sand and measuring four metres in
diameter. Thubten Wangchen, di-
rector of the Tibet House, expressed
sadness at the mandala’s passing,
butreiterated that Buddhist philiso-
phy “teaches one to accept that ev-
erything that is born must also die”.
A reflection on the “temporary na-
ture of the things in this world” will
form part of today’s ritual disman-
tling of the mandala. After a session
of meditation and prayer, a proces-
sion of Tibetan monks, together
with any other interested individ-
uals, will carry what isleft of it to the
port, whereitwillbe thrown into the
sea.

Female staff can choose trousers

The Spanish rail company Renfe has
decided to let female staff working
on its AVE (high-speed) and long
distance trains decide whether to
wear uniforms with skirts of trous-
ers. Female staff, whose uniforms
have always included skirts, have
been petitioning Renfe for the right
towear trousers should they wish to.
Minister of Development Magdale-
na Alvarez had promised upon tak-
ing office that giving women this op-
tion would be one of her priorities.
The change comes at a time when
uniforms for these two services are
being replaced for some 1,700 staff
members, both male and female.

Flamenco offered at university
Students wishing to study flamenco
as a university subject will soon be
able to do so at the University of
Cordoba. Augustin Gémez, a pro-
fessor at that university, said that his
objective was to make flamenco
both a subject for university-level
classes as well as a field to be resear-
ched. He said that establishing fla-
menco in universities was the best
wayto ensureitssurvival asa serious
discipline, and that his plan was to
eventually make flamenco into a
“thematic nucleus” for other disci-
plines. He pointed out that courses
about flamenco had already been
offered at the Sorbonne University
in Paris.

New cancer test centre planned
The Catalan Institute of Oncology
(ICO) hassigned an agreementwith
the multinational Lilly Research
Laboratories (LRL) to create an on-
cology test analysis centre with the
aim of making more efficient use of
theresourcesavailable for cancerre-
search, according to ICO director
Ramon Lépez. Under the terms of
the agreement, LRL will provide
340,000 euros for the operation of
the new centreand participatein the
research and testing carried out
withinit.
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Ball used in Beckham’sbotched
penalty shot worth 10 million

Spanish fan who caughtballin Portuguesestadium hasputitup forauctiononeBay

REUTERS
The ball that David Beckham blas-
ted into the stands when he missed
a penalty in England’s Euro 2004
shootout defeat by Portugal has at-
tracted a bid of over ten million eu-
ros on an Internet auction site.
Beckham’swild spot-kick contribu-
ted to his side’s quarter-final elim-
ination, and collectors have decided
it is worth battling for the ultimate
memento of an error the England
captain would much rather forget.
The Spanish football fan who
claimed the trophy when it landed
in his arms in Row Q of the Luz sta-
dium in Lisbon decided to put the
ball up for sale on the Spanish site of
Internet auctioneers eBay
(www.es.ebay.com) after a British
newspaper offered to buy it for
18,000 euros. The ball, embossed
with thenamesofthe teams, the date
and match venue, went on sale on
Monday at a starting price of one
euro but after 48 hours it had
reached anastronomical ten million
euros. Bids willbe taken until 22 July
and eBay says they can only be with-
drawninspecial circumstances.
Pablo Carral, a 25-year-old De-
portivo La Coruna fan, admitted he
could hardly believe his luck when
the ball sailed into his hands. “The
incredible thing was that the ball
reached us because we were so far
away from the goal,” he said. “Two
friends helped me get out of the sta-
dium while I hid the ball under my
clothes.” Carral has been keeping
the ball locked away in a safe pend-
ingitssale.

Beckhamreadies himselffor his penalty (top left),takes the kick (top right), which misses the goaland sends the ball careering
intothe hands of spectator Pablo Carral, as the defeated shooter agonises over his off-the-mark performance (bottom) / erA / AP

PacodeLuciaawarded
Asturias prize for arts

AGENCIES

World-famous flamenco guitarist
Paco de Lucia has been selected for
this year’s Prince of Asturias Award
for Arts for his music which, in the
words of a jury spokesman “trans-
cends borders and styles and has
made him into a universally-ac-
claimed musician,”

“T didn’t expect the award be-
cause flamenco is not fashionable
(in Spain)”, the Spanish artist said
yesterday. “This in fact makes win-
ningiteven more satisfying.” He got
the news of the award while on tour
in France to promote his latest al-
bum, and is scheduled to play to-
nightin Perpinya, afterwhichhewill
continue the tourin Spain.

Paco de Lucia is regarded as one
of the world’s finest living flamenco
guitarists. His reserved nature (he
tends to sit almost motionless on
stage and says very little in between
songs), contrasts sharply with his

furiously fast playing style, which
has ironically brought him more
recognition abroad than in his na-
tive Spain.

DeLuciabeatafield of candidates
including singers Bob Dylan and
Chavela Vargas, orchestra director
Ricardo Muti and Spanish cinema
director Pedro Almodévar. Recent
winners of the award include artist
Miquel Barcel6 (2003), Woody Al-
len (2002), Polish composer Krzysz-
tof Penderecki (2001) and opera
singer Barbara Hendricks (2002).

The yearly competition is spons-
ored by the Prince of Asturias Foun-
dation and gives awardsin eight cat-
egories each year, including inter-
national co-operation, communi-
cations and humanities, social sci-
ences, technical and scientific re-
search and sports. Winners of the
awards receive 50,000 euros and a
sculpture created for the awards by
Catalan painter Joan Mird.
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Pacode Luciaisregarded as one ofthe world’s greatest living guitar players. He is
currentlyona7z-countrytourthrough Europe to promote his latestalbum / ere

Princess Diana
fountainruns
dryforsecond

timeinaweek

The Princess Diana Memorial
Fountain in London has run dry
due to a pump blocked by fallen
leaves. The same problem caused
floodingjust after the fountain, lo-
cated in Hyde Park, was inaugura-
tedlastweekby Queen Elizabeth I1.
The structure has been controver-
sial, not the least of all because of
its 3.6 million-pound price tag.
And two breakdowns in a week
have left others with doubts about
its feasibility. A representative of
the company in charge of mainte-
nance of the fountain said the
problem was solved quickly. “It
only took about two hours (to fix
the breakdown),” he said. “We
don’t anticipate it happening
again”,headded.

The fountain is built around a
large ring of granite from which
water pours out in two direction
into a large reflecting pool. The
memorial fountain’s unusual
shape has won the praise of some
for its stylishness, while others say
itdoesnotlookstatelyenoughtobe
thememorial foraprincess.

Football clubs
attend “terror

summit” in UK

Thirty professional football clubs
in Britain are meeting police and
firefighters at a summit at Stoke
City’s Britannia stadium to discuss
planning for a chemical, biological
or nuclear attack, according to a
BBC report. Among the clubs are
Arsenal, Liverpool and Manches-
ter City. Manchester United is not
attending. There is no current
threat but clubs are writing up a
contingency plan and carrying out
simulationstobereadyforthe pos-
sibility of an attack, which they see
asreal. “What you can do is have a
plan that will deal with the possible
problems that could arise,” said
Stoke City Council emergency
planningconsultantMalcolm Mil-
lichap.

Berlusconifaces
turmoil over
mediareform

Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlus-
coni’s government has plunged into
turmoil after a rebellious coalition
partnerjoined forces with the oppo-
sition to vote to sack the board of
state broadcaster RAI. The move
came hours after Berlusconi told
parliament he was ready to modify
his reform programme to keep his
government together.The Demo-
cratic Union Centre party (UDC)
decided to press ahead regardless
and vote to oust the RAI board.



CATALONIA TODAY
Thursday 15 July 2004

5

Theinquiryintoweapons of mass destruction has determined thatthere was “no deliberate attempt onthe part ofthe governmentto mislead” / erA

Iraqisuicide bomb kills eleven as
Mosul governorisassassinated

Tony Blairwas “not responsible” for pre-war intelligence flaws, the Butler inquiry has found

REUTERS, BAGHDAD

A suspected suicide car bombing
killed 11 people and wounded 40 on
Wednesday in the first big guerrilla
attack in Baghdad since an interim
Iragi government took over from
the US-led occupiers on June 28.
“Thisisnaked aggressionagainst the
Iraqi people,” said prime minister
Iyad Allawi, standing by burned-out
vehicles near a main entrance to the
heavily defended “Green Zone”
compound.“We will bring these
criminalstojustice,” hevowed,add-
ing that seven Iraqi civilians and
three National Guards had been kil-

led and 40 people wounded. Later,
gunmen killed the governor of the
Iraqi city of Mosul, Osama Kash-
moula, and two of his bodyguards,
as they were travelling to Baghdad.
The blast occurred hours after the
news that Islamist militants led by
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi had killed
one of the two Bulgarian truck driv-
ersheld hostage in Iraq. They vowed
to kill the second within 24 hours
unless US-led forces freed prison-
ers. Bulgarian government officials,
who described news of the deaths as
“shattering” would not disclose
which of the two truck drivers,

Georgi Lazov, 30, or Ivailo Kepov,
32,had beenkilled.

Britain’s pre-war intelligence on
Iraq’s armaments had “serious
flaws” but Prime Minister Tony
Blair was not personally responsi-
ble, an inquiry found on Wednes-
day. “No single individual was to
blame. This was a collective opera-
tion,” Lord Butler told reporters af-
ter releasing a report that also said
Saddam Hussein had no significant
banned weapons ready for use prior
tothe US-UKinvasion.

His findings mirrored last week’s
Senate committee report that lam-

basted US intelligence services for
exaggerating the threat from Iraq,
but found no sign President Bush
had pressured analysts to reach pre-
set conclusions. Wednesday’s long-
awaited reportby former top British
civil servant Lord Butler concluded
thatIraq “did nothavesignificant -if
any - stocks of chemical or biolog-
ical weaponsin a state fit for deploy-
ment nor developed plans for using
them.” The government’s Joint In-
telligence Committee (JIC) strove
to put together a dossier on Iraq’s
weaponry in 2002 reflecting avail-
ableintelligence.

Submarineleaves after protests

The British nuclear submarine Tireless has left Gibraltar after a diplomatic
row between Spain and Britain. The submarine arrived at the naval base
last Friday, leading to angry protests from the Spanish government, which
demanded that the submarine should leave as soon as possible.ere
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Nearlyhalfof Aids
victims are women

AGENCIES

A conferencehasbeen told that near-
ly half of the world’s Aids victims are
women. The co-organisers of the
Aids conference in Bangkok, called
for new strategies to be put in place
to reduce this figure. Delegates were
also told that the increase of Aids
amongst women was the result of
discrimination, poverty, the difficul-
ties of gender and violence suffered
by them in many parts of the world.
Of the 38 million people infected
with thevirus, 17 millionarewomen,

or 48%. The conference was told that
the situation in countries of sub-sa-
haran Africa was alarming, as more
women than men have been infected
with the virus. Doctors at the confer-
ece also revealed that children with
Aids are missing out on treatment
because ofa shortage of specially-de-
signed drugs. They pointed out that
thelack of a profitable market meant
that custom-made drugs for chil-
dren were in short supply, as most of
the children suffering from Aids live
inpoorer countries.

Swastikaattack
woman made up
the story, say
police sources

A French woman who claimed she
had been the victim of an anti-Se-
meticattack, made up the storyac-
cording to police sources in Paris.
The 23-year-old woman alleged
that six men had attacked her on a
train in the suburbs of Paris, draw-
ing swastikas on her body and ac-
cusing her of being Jewish, said the
BBC.Policesourcessaythewoman
has admitted inventing the story
and that she drew the swastikas
withthehelp ofherboyfriend. This
follows the study of video tape
from surveillance cameras at the
train station where the six alleged
attackers were supposed to have
leftthetrain,butinvestigatorshave
found no evidence to support this
claimfromthefootage. Frenchme-
dia report that the young woman
has filed several complaints in the
past about being the victim of vio-
lence. The alleged attack on the
woman provoked anger and adds
to concerns about racist and anti-
Semitic attacks in the country. The
woman and her boyfriend are now
inpolice custody.

Firstladywill
notbe candidate
for top post

Marta Sahagin, the high-profile
wife of the Mexican president, has
saidshewillnotbe standingasacan-
didate in the country’s 2006 presi-
dential elections. This putstoan end
months of speculation about her
political future. “Mexico is ready to
be governed by awoman, butIdon’t
want to be a candidate for the pres-
ident of the republic,” she said. The
current president Vicente Fox is set
tostand down oncehisterm ofoffice
expires in 2006. Her critics had ac-
cused her of using a private founda-
tion called “Vamos Mexico” as a
meansto furtherherpolitical career.
Sheindicated thatafter her husband
leaves his post, they will retire. “We
will both go home and enjoy family
life,” she said.

Policelookinto
Mafiathreatto
Clooney film

Undercover police have been
watching the filming of a George
Clooney movie in Sicily as part of
an investigation into the mafia.
Clooney is making a sequel to
Ocean’s Twelve in the region, and
local mafia have been spotted near
theset. Policeare worried that they
might try and blackmail film-
makers or are protecting an arms
dump from discovery. A police
spokesman said nobody on the set
wasawareoftheiractivities.
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f you can’t beat them, join
them,” runs the popular saying.
Is this about to happen to us?
What surprises me is the recent
manoeuvering of justice minister, Lépez
Aguilar in referring to certain concessions to
islamists, such as the advisability of teaching
Islam in schools. His words reveal an unusual
liberality when contrasted with the typical at-
titudes to the teaching of religion (Catholic in
other words) in schools. Zapatero, mean-
while, called for, “more gym and less reli-
gion.” Can they feel so uncomfortable with
what Catholics in Spain may think, believe or
say? I have never thought it correct to deny
anyone their rights to worship but heaven for-
bid Christians openly preaching in Arabia. In
the Islamic world these rights are denied. Re-
sorting to legislation is unnecessary; one
merely has to observe the pronouncements of
the Koraninrelation to the “infidel”.
Nevertheless, our traditional democratic
sense ofindividual freedomhas opened up the
door to a process of Islamicisation. Salvador
Puig, director general of production, innova-
tion and agri-food Industries of the Catalan
government appeals to private initiative in
facing the challenge from a European market
of, “almost 35 million Muslims,” being pro-
vided with food produced according to the
codes of the Halal Institute in Andalusia. In
Catalonia, the Catalan Government appears
well-disposed to doing whatever is called for
in encouraging the integration of the Muslim
community among us. There is little doubt
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DoesIslam need positive discrimination?
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that our respect for other cultures will keep us
from subjecting a mosque to such disagree-
ableaction as thatseen in the cathedral of Bar-
celona some weeks back, where the lack of re-
spect in a sacred place was remarkable. It is
something not to be forgotten when the im-
amsreassert their rightstoraise mosqueshere.
This controversy has already been seen in the
Maresme last summer and is being repeated
in Seville, where the city council have provi-
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ded primeland of 6,000 square metres to build
a mosque and cultural centre, and possibly a
school of international Islamic studies. Why
are Christians not allowed to do the same in
Islamiclands?

Nobody seems to have realised what is
really happening in Europe, Spain and Cata-
lonia. A recent study by the academic Victor
Pérez Diaz - Muslim Immigration in Europe
warns of the negative experiences in Germa-

PRESSREVIEW

ny, France and other countries. The experts
are surprised that it is the second generation
of immigrants who show the strongest rejec-
tion of the adopted culture. Itisin factlogical:
they have less to be grateful for in having been
born in situ and they suffer the impositions
placed on them by their social group when
adapting to the new culture. Just look at the
crisis of the headscarves in French schools, for
example. A recent police report published in
Le Mondewarns of signs of “community with-
drawal” in 300 neighbourhoods, revealing an
increasing problem of integration. The solu-
tion provided by the new law for religious
teaching has provoked a group of imams in
Lyon to look into the possibility of them pro-
viding teaching for Muslim girls in Catholic
schools. The problem is deeper than a simple
conflict with secularisation - these groups
question the very values of modern Western
society. In Paris, for example, I was told by
Edgar Pisani, president of the Islamic Centre
of Paris when we were at a Nato meeting: “It
is you and your dubious morality that creates
the rejection of the West by Muslim youth.”
Female teachers in our schools are begin-
ning to experience a lack of respect from cer-
tain Muslim boys. According to Pérez Diaz’s
study, many Moroccan adolescents, “feel su-
perior to them (female teachers) and they
question their authority with acts of defi-
ance.” It would not be a bad idea if Catalonia,
which is so open to other cultures that settle
here, began to seriously decide on either in-
tegration or positive discrimination.
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sCataloniaaregionoracoun-
try? Racing car driver, Oriol
Servia, makes no secret of
what he thinks. On Sunday

THE CHARACTER
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when 18 carslineup to start the Mol-
son Indy race in Canada, Servia will
be sporting his helmet emblazoned
with thered and yellow stripes of the
Catalan flag. Servia was 30 this week
and it’s not unusual for the younger
generation of Catalans to wear their
nationalist sympathies on their
sleeves. Servia, who is sponsored by
Catalan companies, has taken the
debate a step further by registering

Name:

»Oriol Servia
Team:

»Dale Coyne Racing
Residence:

»Miami. Florida
Birthday:

»July 13, 1974
Birthplace:

»Pals, Catalonia

in the Champs Car Nation’s Cup as
representing Catalonia.

“Inever sayI’mnot Spanish. 'm
justsaying’'m Catalan. And nobody
can deny that,” says Servia. In com-
mon with many of his generation
the driver from Pals grew up listen-
ing to horror stories of Franco’s 37
year regime and its banning of the
Catalan language. But Servia claims
that his opinions do not make him
afanatic: “'mnotoneofthosesuper
radical guys. I just say I speak Cat-
alan at home with my friends and
that’s how I feel. Nobody from Cat-
alonia would have any problem be-
ing Spanish too, if some Spanish
people wouldn’t try to deny that we
have a different language; that we
are Spanish, but different.”
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Lleida to hostnewtrade fair for
construction and property firms

The “Salé Immobiliariidela Construccié” is to take place between 25 and 27 February 2005

RICHARD MCCRANN

The Fira de Lleida is expanding to
include for the first time a trade fair
for property and building sectors in
abid to highlight their growth in the
region of Ponent. The new fair is
seen as a major development for the
FiradeLleidaandisabidtoimprove
itsresultsand avoidlosses for the or-
ganisers. The expansion of the trade
show is the result of a study, led by
Xavier Roca, to see how it could in-
corporate new stands. The property
section will promote new and older
homes, second residencies, indus-
trial factories and land and offices.
The organisers of the trade show
want to obtain the maximum in-
volvement from private companies,
public bodies and professionals
from the construction sector to
guaranteeits success.

The manager of the trade show
explained that the idea to create a
fair of this kind came from the dec-
oration stand, which had a con-
struction part, along with the vital-
ity that the buliding sector has been
enjoyingin Lleida. Most of the com-
panies to participate in the trade
show are local-owned, but in many
instances they work in other re-
gions, Roca points out. The proper-
ty and building fair will take place in
the pavillions 3 and 4 of the Fira de

Lleidahasundergone considerable groproperty sector, especially due todemand forsecond homes / ARCHIVE

Lleida. The show manager has con-
firmed thatthefirstrequestsstarting
arriving the day it was announced.
It is believed that this type of show
couldattractamixed crowd, includ-
ing private individual buyers and
real estate agents seeking property.

Along with the Fira de Lleida, the
event is being organised by Big Ex-
hibitions and Caixa Terrassa and
Massanagrup. The mayor of Lleida
Angel Ros and the president of the
Chamber of Commerce Joan Simé
attended the presentation of the

trade show, expressing their cer-
tainty that it would be a success.
Roca did not wish to reveal any spe-
cifics on the event, as they have not
yetbeen confirmed. Fira de Lleida is
currently hosting Sant Miquel, De-
nuvis, Firantic and Cucalocumn.
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Consolidation of supermarkets

The chains Carrefour, Caprabo and Candis represent nearly half of all su-
permarket retail trade, according to a report on corporate consolidation
in the retail sector in Catalonia. The findings were based on a studfrmade
in 2002 but only now made available to the public. Consolidation occurs
more in other places including the Basque Country (71%), Valencia (62%)
and Madrid (51%). However, the first major commercial food providers
in the Basque Country and Valencia, such as Eroski and Mercadona, are
locally-owned. Carrefour is French-owned, a cause for concern for Catalan
minister of Trade, Tourism and Consumer Affairs, Pere Esteve./Ms.

Arxiu Municipal de Girona. Catalonia Today. 15/7/2004. Page 7

Governmenttoopen
17 trade officesabroad

MICHAELBUNN
Speaking yesterday at Reus, Pere Es-
teve, the Catalan government min-
ister for Trade and Tourism, an-
nounced the government’s new
business plan, which is called Plat-
formas Empresarials de Catalunya
and involves the creation of 17 offi-
ces around the world for the use of
Catalan businesses interested in
breaking into markets outside the
EU. Estevesaid that these offices will
be opened between 2004 and 2006.
The aim of this project is to facil-
itate the process of internationalisa-
tion for Catalan companies though,
as Esteve pointed out, “it will not
only be for the purposes of export
but also to help Catalan businesses
establish themselves abroad, to de-
velop and gain importance in these
new markets. To date, the Catalan
government has set up offices in
Mexico, Miami and Casablanca,
and by the end of this year, Beijing,

Pere Esteve / ARCHIVE

Tokyo, New Delhi, Sao Paulo, Pra-
gue and Warsaw wil also have bran-
ches. The Plataformes offices are
currently being used by over 100
companiesin Catalonia.

Saudiprince
encourages
growth of
tourism

Saudi Prince Salman bin Abd
al-Aziz took advantage of his visit
to Barcelona’s forum to to pro-
mote his country as a first-class
destination for cultural tourism.
The prince, speaking at the dialo-
gue “Tourism, cultural diversity
and sustainable development”,
played down the problems created
by Islamic Terrorism and spoke of
a project that the Saudi govern-
ment is undertaking to boost tour-
ism in the Arabian Peninsula,
whichhasasimilarlandareatothat
of Western Europe. “We are re-
structuring the tourism industry
since it is one that can make a sig-
nificant contribution to our econ-
omy,” he said, adding that it is vi-
tally important for Saudi Arabia to
make the country’s cultural diver-
sity known to the rest of the world.
He emphasised the warmth and
hospitality that Saudis show to for-
eign visitors “in spite of the repu-
tation that it has in the mass me-
dia”. The prince stressed that his
country is modern and the “the
most developed country in the
region”.

Travel agencies
claimup to 5 per
centincreasein
summer travel

Package holiday sales have
gone up thissummer between four
and five per cent compared to last
year, according to Spanish travel
agencies association head Jesus
Martinez Milldn. However, it is
difficult to predict exactly how the
season will close, considering the
growing trend in last-minute trav-
el,headded. More and more travel
packagesarepoppingup, Martinez
points out, and there may even be
an excess of them. This has occur-
red in tourist destinations such as
the Caribbean, where deals have
grown in abundance by 40 and 50
per cent compared to last year, de-
spite all the last-minute planning.
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BBC ordersinquiry after viewers
complain about drop in quality

Spotlight on BBCI controller as governorsquestion balance of peak time output

AGENCIES

The BBC’s board of governors has
ordered an independent review of
BBC1 amid falling approval ratings
and questions over the future of the
channel’s controller, Lorraine Heg-
gessey. The corporation’sannual re-
port, published yesterday, said the
study would “assess whether or not
the channel has the best balance of
output in peak time”. In particular,
it questioned whether BBC1 had
achieved the ideal combination of
innovative and mainstream broad-
casting.

Under Greg Dyke, the BBC’s last
director general, BBCl became
more commercially competitive,
moving the news to 10pm and Pan-
orama out of peak time. Shows such
as Casualty and Holby City were ex-
tended to run for much of the year,
and there was a narrowing of the
range of programmes screened by
the channel. The corporation yes-
terday denied any “crisis” at BBCI,
saying the review would be the first
of many into its services. But the
governors’ reportadds: “Audiences’
perceptions that the quality of BBC
television is declining are worrying,
and we need to do more to under-
stand thisbetter.”

The BBC’s revealed last month
thatapprovalratings for BBC1 fell to
their lowest level in April, and it is
understood that the decline has
continued. The governors last or-
dered a review of BBC1 four years
ago; shortly afterwards, the then
controller, Peter Salmon, was
moved to become the director of

i
|

II*

The BBC’sdirector generalMark Thompsonis notruling out making changesatthetop / ap

sport. Mark Thompson, the BBC’s
director general, was asked yester-
day whether the latest concerns
about BBC1 meant it was time for
Ms Heggessey, who was appointed
by Dyke, to be replaced. He replied
that Ms Heggessey had taken action
to improve the public service per-

formance of BBC1 and pointed out
that the governors found much to
praise about the channel. But
Thompson stopped short of ruling
out any management changes, and
thereis speculation that he will want
to impose his authority on the cor-
poration with an executive reshuffle

soon. Thompson said that “over
time all services will be subject to
this review”. But he insisted that
“there’s not any kind of concern
about BBC1”. “The governors be-
lieve BBCI is getting stronger in
terms of public service delivery in
manyways,” he said.

Diamond firm De Beers
settles price-fix charge
and movesinon US

ALEXLEFF

The lucrative US diamond market
has fully opened up to De Beers after
the resolution of a price-fixing case,
according to the BBC. The compa-
ny, which is aleader in the diamond
trade, pleaded guilty on Tuesday to
conspiring to fix industrial dia-
mond prices in 1991 and 1992 and
agreed to pay a 10 million dollar
fine. The settlement means De Beers
operations will now work directly
within the US. Until now the firm
has had to use intermediaries in the
US. De Beers faced its first charge of
price fixing just after World War I1.
The USindustrial diamonds market
is worth an estimated 500 million
dollars. “That’s a pretty big market
to give up and not be actively in-
volved in,” anti-trust lawyer John
Majorastold the BBC. The company

was happy to have the case resolved
according to its general cousel
Prosecution of De Beers has been
difficult as US officials have no jur-
isdiction over the South Africa-
based company.

“The guilty plea reflects the de-
partment’s persistence in the fight
against illegal price fixing,” R. He-
witt Pate, assistant attorney general
for the Department of Justice in
Washington told the BBC. General
Electric (GE), one of the world’sbig-
gest companies, was also charged
but was then dismissed because, ac-
cording to US district attorney
George Smith, the government had
failed to prove its case. The United
States makes up nearly half of the
worldwide diamond market which
is currently valued at around 30 bil-
liondollars.
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Giant Tescoopens
shopinChina’s
supermarketsector

ALEXLEFF

Supermarket giant Tesco managed
to get a foothold in China with the
purchase of a fifty per cent stake in
a 25-strong hypermarket chain for
140 million pounds (around 210
million euros), according to the
BBC. The foray into the Ting Hsine
chain ends a three-year search for a
venture partner in the Chinese mar-
ket. Tesco currently has stakes in
twelve countries, including Hun-
gary, Poland, South Korea, Taiwan
and Japan. “Chinais one of the larg-
est economies in the world with tre-
mendous forecast growth,” Tesco’s
Sir Terry Leahy told BBC. Ting
Hsing is the largest food supplier in
the country and is owner of the Hy-
mall supermarket chain, now half-
owned by Tesco. Hymall started out
in September 1998 and is one of the

Tescoisbranchingoutinto China

leading operators in the country,
with US chain Wal-Mart and
French-owned Carrefour among its
rivals. Valued at 420m euros, it
serves 2 million customers a week.

RETAIL

Marks & Spencers bout heats up
The biggest shareholder in British
retail icon Marks & Spencer pres-
sured the company’s board yester-
day to enter talks with suitor Philip
Greenasitbracesforacolourfuland
vocal annual general meeting.
Brandes Investment Partners,
which holds 11.7 percent of Brit-
ain’s top clothing retailer, said in a
statement it would be in the share-
holders’ interests for M&S Chief
Executive Stuart Rose to talk to bil-
lionaire tycoon Green. Brandes,
which has given its support for
Green’s 9.1 billion pound bid, said
ithad not been convinced by Rose’s
recovery plan, outlined to investors
onMonday.

MEDIA

NY Times earnings up slightly
The New York Times Co yesterday
reported a slightly higher quarterly
profit but said it would need addi-
tional cost control measures to meet
2004 targets amid slower advertis-
ing revenue growth. The company,
publisher of the New York Times
and Boston Globe newspapers, said
second-quarter earnings rose to
$75.5 million, or 47 cents per share
a year ago. Revenue grew to $823.9
million from $801.9 million a year
earlier. Advertising revenuerose 3.9
percent, while circulation revenue
remained flat from a year ago, the
New York Times Co said. Analysts
had onaverage forecast earnings per
share of 49 cents with revenue of
$839.6 million.

TECHNOLOGY

Asianhotels get tech-savvy
Atfirst glance, Le Meridien in Hong
Kong’s high-tech Cyberport com-
plex looks much like any other in a
recent crop of hotels catering to the
upwardly mobile. But out of sight of
the hotel’s modern furniture and
softly glowing fixtures are no fewer
than five wireless and wired net-
works, allowing guests to check in,
take room calls, surf the Web and
print documents from anywhere on
the property. Asia is helped by hav-
ing many small, high-end hotel
chains often controlled by one or
two major shareholders who can
easily push through high-tech add-
ons costing millions of euros. Asian
hoteliers said time will tell if travel-
ers embrace the latest electronic
gadgetsand services.

INTERNET

Musiclabelslosingfile-share war
Rogue exchanges continue to dwarf
the nascent market for legitimate
music download services by pro-
grammes such as Apple Computer’s
iTunes. The popularity of file-shar-
ingiscosting thelargestInternetser-
vice providers $10 million per year
each in bandwidth and network
maintenance costs, according to
England-based technology firm Ca-
cheLogic. “One of the biggest myths
put forth by the music industry —
thattheyarewinning thewaronfile-
sharing — is simply wrong,” An-
drew Parker, co-founder of Cache-
Logictold Reuters. “It’sa case of dis-
placement,” he added, “users are
just moving to new networks.” File
sharinghas doubled in the past year.
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While Catalan architect Enric Miralles’ ambitious design forthe Scottish Parliament Building has delighted many people in Scotland, the spiralling costs have not / SCOTTISH PARLIAMENTARY CORPORATE BODY

Scotland’s Sagrada Familia?

Sincework on the project began in 2000, costs have skyrocketed to an amount that is ten times the original budget

XSOLANO/MBUNN
Ever since the necessary architectu-
ral technology came into existence,
mankind started building big and
tall; from the pyramids of Egypt to
Europe’s medieval cathedrals to the
skyscrapers of Hong Kong, succes-
sive generations have attempted to
express their social and national
identity through enormous build-
ings and, invariably, many of these
projects fell victim to wildly exceed-
ing their budgets or failing to meet
the expected finishing date.
Edinburgh’s new Scottish Parlia-
ment Building, designed by the Cat-
alan Enric Miralles, is a perfect ex-
ample of an ambitious monolith of
a building which, owing to a multi-
tude of unforeseen events (not least
the fact that the architect died weeks

after construction started) has be-
comemiredin controversy.

Itall started when Donald Dewar,
the First Minister of Scotland and
the brain of the country’s ongoing
devolution process, decided that
something special was needed to
herald the renaissance of Scotland
politics,and Miralles made sure that
he gotit. The choice of a Catalan ar-
chitect for the project was no acci-
dent, as Catalonia is considered by
many Scotsto beone of the mostim-
portant models in terms of the po-
litical devolution process.

Unfortunately, this idealistic
project was hit by an endless series
of problems no sooner than it had
commenced, causing the original
budget to become a mere fond
memory. Since construction started
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in June 2000, the original budget of
10 million pounds has skyrocketed
to over 430 million. Meanwhile,
three years after the agreed finishing
date, over 1,000 builders are still
swarming over the building, frant-
ically trying to to complete itin time
for parliament to movein over sum-
mer, as well as for the royal opening
in October. The staggering expense
and delay has provoked fury and
outrage in Scotland, and in the
search for someone to blame, Lord
Fraser was commissioned to carry
outan inquiry that will be published
this September, just one month be-
fore Queen Elizabeth opens the
building. However, Lord Fraser and
his committee havelongknown that
the fiasco cannot be blamed on one
person alone - the project has seen

too many errors of judgment by too
many people, as no less than 15,000
modifications have been made to
the original design, while an extra
3,000 square metres of space have
been requisitioned for the site. Fur-
ther problems have derived from
the complexity of the construction
(and the impossiblity of discussing
any design problems with the orig-
inal architect) and the death of Do-
nald Dewar, whose brainchild the
buildingwas.

Meanwhile, the debate continues
asto whether thisbuilding - no mat-
ter how beautiful and innovative it
might be - is worth almost 500 mil-
lion pounds. Opponents say that
given Scotland’s lack of resources in
such areas as health and education,
it is decidedly not. But on the other

hand, say the building’s defenders,
if social and economic problems
had always been given priority
through history, then today we
would probably have no pyramids,
fewer beautiful cathedrals, and a
low-rise Hong Kong. The financial
outlay might be immense, but that
tends to be forgotten with time,
leaving a deep pride amongst city-
dwellers for their famous buildings,
as the inhabitants of Zaragoza feel
for their La Pilar cathedral, or Syd-
ney inhabitants do for their opera
house. “Now I don’t have to go to
Barcelonaany more”, a Scottish MP
said recently, “nowwe have our own
Sagrada Familia”. But was he refer-
ring to the beauty of Miralles” de-
sign, or to the fact that nobody
knows when it will be completed?
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Jilted Patrick Kluivert unable to
attractanywealthy English suitors

Theproblemisthatthe Dutchman hasaninflatedideaofhisvalue

MICHAELBUNN

Patrick Kluivert’s inevitable depar-
ture from Barca is showing no signs
of becoming any less protracted or
messy. The Dutch striker has long
said that he wants to move to an
English club, but when the big three
- Manchester United, Arsenal and
Chelsea - signally failed to drop ev-
erything and rush over to talk to
him, Kluivert’s approach has been
to lower his sights, though not his
incomebracket.

Newcastle and Bolton are both
keen onhim,butheisrefusingtoac-
cept anything less than his current
Barcelona wage of 120,000 euros a
week. Newcastle have offered half
this amount and Kluivert took this
as a personal insult. But perhaps
Patrick should open his eyes and re-
alize that there are many who do not
believe that he is worth so much.

The problem with Kluivert is the
huge chasm between what you see
and whatyou get. Whatyou seeisan
athlete ofimmense energy, commit-
ment and elegance, a player with a
light touch who can score beautiful
goals. However, itis the ones he mis-
ses that stick in the memory, the
countless sitters whacked high and
wide. When Barga go for their twice-
a-season romp and flatten some op-
ponent 6-0, Kluivert will be in there
withahattrick. Butwhenitis0-0 af-
ter 75 minutes and he has a free shot
on goal, he inevitably falls over his
feet or blasts it into the crowd.

Thislast year has been particular-
ly trying for him, as though he
scored Bar¢a’s opening goal in their
victory against Madrid, that was the
goalscoring highlight of his year.
Things got so desperate that he even
learned Catalan in an attempt to in-
gratiate himself with the Culés, but
itwasacase oftoo little, toolate. The

Kluivertruesanother missed chance -though thistimeitis for hisnationalside / era

Bar¢a management want rid of him
because he costs too much, while
Barga supporters are notoriously
impatient withlost causes.

Another Bar¢a player who is cur-
rently moving inexorably towards
the exit door is Javier Saviola. The
Argentinean also has contractual
problems, though he has refused to
renegotiate his payments. As a play-
er he has also proved disappointing
over the past three years. He has
Kluivert’s problem of rarely scoring
when it really matters, merely add-
ing a couple of goals when the team
are romping home 5-0. When he

first arrived at Barga, everyone was
hoping that he would be a nippy lit-
tle striker in the style of Michael
Owen, who could turn quickly and
lose his markers with ease; in the
event, he is fast and fairly accurate,
but he fails to use his size to his ad-
vantage - quite the opposite, in fact,
andmany’sthegameinwhichhehas
been marked into invisibility.
Coach Frank Rijkaard is known to
favour bigger strikers who can fight
for space in the area, and it remains
to be seen whether Ranieri’s interest
inSaviolajoining Valencia will solve
Barca’s problems.

Virenque usually takes atleast one stage everyyearat the Tour / MANUELBRUQUE / EFE

Frenchman Richard Virenque
wins 10th stage on Tour on
Bastille day toretainyellowjersey

Virenquecrossedthelinefive minutesahead

of hisnearest challengers Kleoden and Zabel

REUTERS

An inspired and rejuvenated Ri-
chard Virenque snatched hisannual
Tour de France stage in the longest
ride in this year’s race between Li-
mogesand StFlour Wednesday. The
most popular and most controver-
sial cyclist in France won the 147.3-
mile 10th stage on Bastille Day to
claim back the King of the Moun-
tains jersey he has already won six
times. It was a dominating perfor-
mance by Virenque, who came
acrosstheline towildapplausemore
than five minutes ahead of his near-
est challengers Andreas Kleoden
and Erik Zabel, both of Germany.

The Quick Step team leader, kicked
out of the Tour in 1998 because of
the Festina doping scandal, has now
won seven mountain stages in seven
different Tours and is ideally placed
to win a record seventh polka-dot
jersey. The national day celebra-
tions were perfect for local fans as
young Frenchman Thomas Voeck-
ler stayed with the Tour favorites
and retained his overall leader’s yel-
low jersey. Five times Tour cham-
pion Lance Armstrong had warned
that he would be riding conserva-
tively in the first really tough stage
in this Tour and he kept to his word
toremain well-placed insixth.

Ernie Els startsas favourite to win
golf’s British Openat Royal Troon

REUTERS

Tiger Woods is no longer the auto-
matic choice of bookmakers and
punters. British company Lad-
brokes are among four major firms
to make Ernie Els favorite at 6-1 or
13-2 to win the British Open which
starts at Royal Troon on Thursday.
It is the first time in around four
years that Woods has not uniformly
started favorite in any of the majors.
Several companies have Els and
Woods as 7-1 joint favorites but
only Hills side with the American,

quoting Woods at 6-1 ahead of his
South African rival at 7-1. Defend-
ing champion, American Ben Cur-
tis, on offer at 300-1 before the 2003
Open,isat150-1 toretain hiscrown.
Twice major champion Vijay Singh
is in confident mood for this week’s
British Open at Royal Troon where
he believes he is due for a win. The
Fijian has been the hottest player
over thelast 12 months and is deter-
mined to go one better than his tie
forsecond inlast year’s Open cham-
pionship at Royal St George’s. “I'm
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feeling pretty good,” the 41-year-
old told reporters on Wednesday as
he prepared for Thursday’s opening
round. “I've probably had one prac-
tice round but I've played here be-
fore so I'm pretty familiar with the
course.” Singh tied for 38th when
the Open was last staged at Troon in
1997, and was 23rd at the 1989
championship. Since tying for sixth
at the U.S. Masters in April, Singh
has won the Houston Open and the
HP Classic of New Orleans on the
PGATour.

Stewart Appelby of Australiaon the practice course at Royal Troon / EFe
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Concerts

BARCELONA

»La Pedrera. Fundacié Caixa Catalunya.
Music from around the world , as part of the
cycle of concerts The Pedrera by Night.
902400973

»Apolo. Concert by Sexy Sadie, Frank T, Gua-
teque All Stars and Dneo. At 8:30 pm. Nou de
laRambla, 113.

»Apolo. Hip hop concert by DJ 202 and Wa-
kanda. As part of Powder Room. At 12:30 am.
NoudelaRambla, 113.

»Auditori. ConcertbyKing’s Consort Orches-
tra. Mass in B Minorby J. S. Bach. At9:00 pm.
Lepant, 150.

»Biblioteca Vapor Vell. Concert. At9:30 pm.
JoanGiell, 14-22.

Bikini. Concert by The Bees. At 9:00 pm. Deu
iMata, 105.

»Centre Civic Casal de Sarria. Jazz concert
by Rusc. As part of Nits de jazz. At 9:30 pm.
Eduard Conde, 22.

»Domestic. Concert by DJ Andy Déabula, La
Kasbah/Bcn. As part of Glamurama. At 10:00
pm. Diputacid, 215.

»Fantastico. Concert by Bankrobbe gang
dj’'s. At 11:30 pm. Ptge. Escudellers, 3.
»Fundacio Joan Miré. Concert by Don Byron
Quartet. As part of Nits de musica. At8:30 pm.
Parc de Montjuic.

»Heliogabal. Punk concert by Sivil Vane. At
10:00 pm.RamoniCajal, 80.

»Jamboree. Jazz concert by Jannine. At
11:00 pm. PlagaReial, 17.

»Jardins de la Tamarita. Concert by A. Ro-
driguez and M. Serra, violin and piano. As part
of Mdsica Classicaals Parcs.At10:00 pm. Pg.
SantGervasi, 41.

»Jazz Si Club. Cuban music concert by Pa-
losanto, with Maria Elena. At 9:00 pm. Re-
quesens, 2.

»La Boite. Blues concert by Corey Harris. At
12:00am. Avda. Diagonal, 477.

»La Cova del Drac - Jazz Room. Jazz concert
by Adrian Laies. Vallmajor, 33.

»LaPaloma. Concertby DJ’s Professor Angel
Dust & De Lippo. As part of Bongo Lounge. At
12:00am. Carrerdel Tigre, 27.

»La Terrazza. House/speed garage concert
by DJRoog. As part of Inspirit music. At 12:00
am. Poble Espanyol.

»London Bar. Pop rock concert by Lucas
Masciano and La Xunta. At 12:30 am. Nou de
laRambla, 34.

»Los Tarantos. Flamenco concert by Tio Car-
los. At8:30 pm. PlacaReial, 17.

»Moog. Concert by DJ Juan B, Mouserap,
Purpur. At1:00am. Arc del Teatre, 3.

»0tto Zutz. Concert by DJ Kosmos. As part of
The Edge meets Palace Recordings. At 12:30
am. Lincoln, 15.

»Placa de la Concordia. Chill out and elec-
tronic music concert. As partof Accions denit.
At9:00pm.

»Plataforma. Concert by Essential
Drum’n’bass. At 12:00 am. Nou de laRambla,
145,

»Poble Espanyol. Concert by Chamlao and
Pastora. 10pm. Marqués de Comillas, s/n.
»Rita Blue. Concerf by Bossa Nova. At 10:30
pm.Plaga SantAgusti, 3.

»Rosa del Foc. Concert by Paula and César.
At10:00pm.Rec, 69.

»Sala Caja Madrid. Cante concert by José
Antonio Martin ”Salao”. As part of Cicle de
Joves Flamencos a Caja Madrid. At 7:30 pm.
PI. Catalunya, 9.

»Sidecar. Poprockconcert by Jellyfish Skies.

Recommended | v.toror

L.
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Versus Teatre to stage The Backroom, by Adrian Pagan

® Gironi company “4 Producciones” is the
name of a new theatre company, recently crea-
ted to perform Adrian Pagan’s The Backroom.
Versus Teatre, specialized in alternative pro-
jects, is hosting the production, and its run
has recently been extended until 29 August.
The Backroom debuted on 14 July 1999 at
Bush Theatre in London and was received

Ways of communication in
exhibition at CaixaForum

® CaixaForum is hosting until 26 September
the exhibition We’re safe as long as everything
is moving, by American artist Doug Aitken. The
exhibition, which aims to present the world of
communication through sound and images, will
seduce the visitors with magical unconventional
atmosphere. Faces, rhythms, landscapes, reli-
gious litanies or gestures are showed one by
one, creating a constant sensation of movement.

with great enthusiasm by audience and critics
alike. Adrian Pagan’sfirstwork obtained Verity
Bargade Award and is focused on gay pros-
titution, a topic actually used as an excuse
to comment on life and human relationships
in big cities of western society. The play is
directed by Xavier Pujolras. Castillejos, 179.
Tel. 93 232 31 84.

Bach masterpiece in
concert at L’Auditori

® One of Bach’s greatestworks will be performed
at L’Auditori tonight as part of Forum in the
City. Mass in C-minor is a Catholic work which
took Bach 25 years to finish, and which was
never played as a whole during the composer’s
lifetime. The piece is performed by Kirstein
Blaes (soprano), Robin Blaze (counter-tenor),
James Gilschrist (tenor), Peter Harvey (bass)
and Robert King (tenor), accompanied by the

Tues to Sun 10am to 8pm. 93 476 86 00.

choir and orchestra of the Kin.

At10:30 pm. Heures, 4-6.

GIRONA

»La Via. Night concert by DJs Padrino, Janja,
P.0.L., Lluc Sound and Panxil. As part of Elec-
trobambual express. Pedret, 66.

»Placa Jacint Verdaguer i Santalo. Concert.
At10:00pm.

Festivals

BARCELONA
»Placa de la Merce. Festival Franca, with
Frenchtraditional culture. At8:00 pm.

Children

GIRONA

»Centre Civic Pont Major. Children show by
Jordi Tonietti. At5:00 pm. Pont Major, 67-73.
»Museu del Cinema. Film screening Animac
mobil2004. At5:30 pm. Sequia, 1.
TARRAGONA

»Museu Nacional Arquologic de Tarragona.
Al’estiu, fes unviatge per la historia (Summer
travel through history). For children aged be-
tween 8-16.PlagadelRei, 5.

Theatre

BARCELONA

»Tantarantana Teatre. The play Buits, by the
theatre company Teatre de Calaix. 93 441 70
22.

»AREAtangent.0,5. Las cosas sonlamitad de
complicadas de lo que parecen, by Alex Ser-
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rano and Raquel Tomas. 9 pm. Aurora, 21.
»Artenbrut Teatre. La dona com a camp de
batalla, by Matéi Visniec. Tel. 93 457 65 16.
Tickets: 16.

»Centre Civic Cotxeres Borrell. 7 a /a carta,
directed by Marta Ferrari and performed by
Cia. Entropia Teatre. As partof Teatre alafres-
ca.At10:00 pm. Viladomat, 2-8.

»Centre Civic Torre Llobeta. Play Circus of
dreams by Bea Insa. At 9:00 pm. Santa Fe, 2.
»Club Capitol. Maca, per favor...els postres,
by Total Memos company. 934 122 038. Tick-
ets:18-20.

»Espai Escénic Joan Brossa. Amor Matern,
by August Strindberg. Until July 25th. Allada
Vermell13.Tel. 9330101 64.

»Jove Teatre Regina. £/ vestit nou de I'em-
perador, after Hans Christian Andersen’s tale.
Thursday to Sunday 7 pm. Until July 18th.
Seéneca22.Tel.932181512.
»PlacaFrederic Soler. Play Nits de teatre. As
partof Theatre nights. At9:30 pm.

»Sala Muntaner. Cangons dedicadas , by
Franz Xavier Kroetz. Check for tickets. Until
Julyb25th. Muntaner4.933235227.
SABADELL

»Cafeteria Agora. Play Parella de dos by
AMBX Teatre. At 9:30 pm. Sol i Padris, 93.

Miscellaneous

BARCELONA

»Casal de Joves del Coll. Animation film
screening La Princesa Monoke. Dir.: Hayao
Myazaki. 1997. As part of Cicle Hayao Mya-
Zaki. At10:00 pm. DuraniBorell, 24.

»CCCB. Film screening The Atomic Café, with
Kevin Rafferty, Jayne Loader and Pierce Raff-
erty. OVSS. As part of En Guerra. At 8:00 pm.
Montalegre, 5.

»Centre Civic Can Basté. Film screening £/
cartero de Pablo Neruda. As part of Cinema
alafresca. 10pm. Pg. Fabra i Puig, 274-276.
»Espai Mallorca. Presentation of the book La
gran improvisacio, by Josep M. Morreres. at
7:30pm. Carme, 55.

»FNAC Diagonal Mar. Screening of Festival
Internacional de Benicassim 2004. At 7:00
pm. Diagonal, 3-35.

»FNAC EI Triangle. Screening of Japanese
animation film Las caras del anime. At 8:00
pm. Placa Catalunya, 4.

»Fundacio Antoni Tapies. Film screening A
Europa em 5 minutos. Brazil, 1986. As part of
Tour-Ismes. At7:00 pm. Aragd 255.

GIRONA

»Museu del Cinema. Nica Libre. Dir.: Félix
Zurita. As part of 2n Cicle de cinema social de
laCGT. At8pm. Séquia, 1.

Exhihitions

ARENYS DEMAR
»Club Nautic. Water activities for the handi-
capped. Until July 30th..

AMPOSTA
»Museu del Montsia. Pinturai compromis by
Niebla. Until August22nd.

CULTURAL CENTRES

Articket. www.articketbcn.es

MACBA (Museu d’Art Gontemporani de
Barcelona). Plaga dels Angels. Tel. 93
412 08 10. www.macba.es

CCCB. (Centre de Cultura
Contemporania de Barcelona).
Montalegre 5. Tel. 93 306 41 00.
www.cccb.es

Fundacié Joan Miré. Parc de Montjuic,
s/n. Tel. 93 443 94 70.
www.ben.fimiro.es

Fundacié Antoni Tapies. Aragd 255.
Tel. 934 870 315.
www.fundaciotapies.org

Palau Robert (Catalan Information
Centre) aims to provide all the
information needed to enable residents
and visitors alike to get to know
Catalonia. Passeig de Gracia, 107. Tel.
93233 8091.
www10.gencat.net/probert/angles

Gran Teatre del Liceu (Opera House).
La Rambla, 51-59. Tel. 93 485 99 00.
www.liceubarcelona.com.

L’Auditori. Lepant, 150. Tel 93 247 93
00. L'Auditori, opened in 1999, is the
city's new cultural complex in Barcelona
and one of the most popular musical
venues in the country. www.auditori.org

Museu Picasso. Montcada, 15-23. Tel
933196310. www.museupicasso.bcn.es

La Pedrera (Casa Mila). Provenca, 261 .
Tel 902 400 973.

Museu d’Historia de Catalunya. PI. de
Pau Vila, 3 (Palau de Mar). Tel. 93 225
47 00193 225 47 26 | 93 225 47 32.
www.mhcat.net

Museu Egipci de Barcelona (Egyptian
Museum). Valencia, 284. Tel. 93 488 01
88. www.fundclos.com

MNAC (Museu Nacional d’Art de
Catalunya). Palau Nacional, Parc de
Montjuic. 93 622 03 76. www.mnac.es.

Museu Maritim. Av. de les Drassanes
s/n. Tel. 933 429 920.
www.diba.es/mmaritim/english/index.htm

Teatre Nacional de Catalunya. PI. de
les Arts, 1. Tel 933 06 57 06. Ticket
sales: 902 33 22 11 or
WWW.Servicaixa.com

Caixaforum. Avda. Marqués de
Comillas, 6-8. Tel. 93 476 86 00.

Sagrada familia.
www.sagrafafamilia.org

Museu del Ferrocarril (Railway
Museum). Pl Eduard Maristany,
Vilanova i la Geltrd. 93 815 84 91.
www.ffe.es/vilanova

Museu del Cinema. C/Séquia, 1, 17001
Girona. Tel. 972 412 777.
www.museudelcinema.org

Museu del Call. C/Forga, , 8, 17004
Girona. Tel. 972 21 67 61.
callgirona@ajgirona.org.

Centre Cultural Caixa de Girona.
C/Ciutadans, 19 17004 Girona Tel. 972
20 98 36.
www.fundaciocaixadegirona.org/cultura

Museu Dali. Opened in 1974, The
Museu Dali contains the broadest range
of the artistic career of Salvador Dali,
from his earliest works and his
creations within the Surrealist
movement up to his last works. Tel. 972
677 500. www.salvador-dali.org

TARRAGONA

Museu Nacional Arqueologic de
Tarragona. Placga del Rei, 5 (Tarragona).
Very important archaeological collection
from Tarraco, the capital of Roman
Spain. Tel 977 23 62 09. www.mnat.es
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BARCELONA

»Macba - Museu d’Art. Exposition Arte y uto-
pia: la accion restringida. It includes work by
Picasso, Braque, Duchamp and Rauschen-
berg and analyses the effect of poetry on art.
Until Septgmber 12th. Tickets: 4-7 euros.
Macba, PI. Angels, 1 - Ciutat Vella.

»Institut Frances. Boyzone. Imatges del cos,
by Clarisse Hahn . Closed on Saturdays and
Sundays. Dates: until September 22nd. Moia
, 8. Free entrance. Tel. 93 542 7 1 71.
»Manuel Mayoral Gallery. Dali. Les inquie-
tuds d’un geni. Ol paintings, drawings. Until
July 31st. Closed on Sundays and Mondays.
Consellde Cent286.

»Mnac. Festins, rituals, cerimonies. Ancient
bronze works from Shangai. Tickets: 4,20.
Closed on Mondays. Dates: until September
12th. Palau Nacional de Montjuic. Tel. 93 22
0360.

»Museu d’Arqueologia. D’Hercules a Super-
man. Gods and heroes of the Greek and Ro-
man mythology. Closed on Mondays. dates:
Until November 1st. Tickets: 2,40 euros. Pg.
Santa Madrona 39-41. Tel. 93 424 65 77.
»Museu de les Arts Decoratives. Ob-
Jjectes/Subjectes. Avision of Barcelona’s de-
sign. Tickets: 3 . Dates: until October 31st.
Avda Diagonal 686. Tel. 93 280 50 24.
»Museu Maritim. Titanic. Until October 10th.
Tickets: 7 . Avda. Drassanes, 1. Tel. 933 429
920.

»Palau de la Virreina. Exhibition £/ primer
Eros. Africa, AméricaiOceania. Free entrance.
Until October 31st. LaRambla, 99. tel. 93 301
7775.

»Palau Moja. Catalunya, pais de trobada. Un-
tilOctober 3rd. Portaferrissa .

»Palau Robert. Centre d’informacio de Cata-
lunya. Mercats de la Mediterrania. Until Au-
gust31st.

»Palau Robert. La vitrina del fotograf: Manuel
Outumuro. Until July 20th.

»Pare Miquel Library. Africa portes endins,
every day photos about African villages. Until
July 18th.

»Poble Espanyol. Ernesto Fontecillas. Check
for tickets. Dates: until July 25th. Marqués de
Comillas s/n. Tel. 9332578 66.

CADAQUES

»Meifrén exhibitionroom. Dalii Gala: 40 anys
de vida en comu, by Arturo Caminada. Until
January 23rd 2005.

»Museu de Cadaqués. Dali desconegut. Until
November2nd.

CALELLA DE PALAFRUGELL

»Jardibotanic de Cap Roig (Botanical garden
of Cap Roig). Sculpture exhibition by Miquel
Berrocal. Until September 13th.

FIGUERES

»Museu del Joguet de Catalunya. Exhibition
Els vint primers anys de Salvador Dali. Until
September 30th.

»Museu Emporda. Exhibition £/ Pais de Dali,
as partof Any Dali (The Year Dali). Until August
29th.

GIRONA

»Espai del Museu d’Art. Temporary exhibi-
tion Senyals, directed by Marleen Kars. Until
September 5th.

»Patronat Municipal Call de Girona, Centre
Bonastruc ¢a Porta. £/ secret dels llibres. Els
documents amagats dels jueus a Girona. 10
am-6 pm. Sunday and holidays 10 am-3 pm.
Dates: until September 30th.

»Espais. Fundacié d’Art contemporani. Fo-
tografies i videoprojeccions de Marcel Dal-
mau. Until September 10th.

»Fundacié "La Caixa”, sala Girona. Exhibi-
tion Matisse. Els llibres il.lustrats. Until July
25th. Tel. 90222 3040.

»-Galeria d’Art Sant Félix. Recent works by
Juan Carter, £/ Gato. Until July 31st.

»Museu d’Art. Exposicio de cartells. Until
September 19th.

»Museu d’Art. La llegada del Pop Art a Cat-
alunya. Until September 12th.

»Museu del Cinema. Tomas Mallol Collec-
tion. Dali i les il.lusions (0ptiques). Tuesday
to Friday, 10 am-6 pm. Dates: until September
12th.

SANT CUGAT DELVALLES

»Biblioteca del Mil.lenari. Exhibition Liibre
gegant. Until July 31st.

»Biblioteca del Mil-lenari. L/ibre gegant. Un-
tilJuly 31st. Avda. Pladel Vinyet, s/n.

»Canals Galeria d’Art. Exhibition Un mén

Elliot Murphy in concert at Forum

® Elliot Murphy will bring to Haima Stage his post-Dylan
poetic rock tonight at 10:30 pm. Born in New York but living
in Paris since 1989, the artist is unanimously considered by
critics as one of the greatest rock’n roll musicians. Murphy
made history with his most recent albums Beauregard,Rainy
Seasons and La Terre commune, while his last album Strings
of Storm is considered his finest to date. Also a writer, he
says that his love for literature helps him to keep his music
honest. His most recent book is Café Notes (Hachette). “Li-
terature is my religion and Rock and Roll is my addiction”,
the artist said during a TV appearance. * M. T.

proper, un mon diverse (A nearby world, a di-
verse world) by Salvatore Garau (Italy), Anna
Lentsch (Belgium), Fiona Morrison (Andorra)
and Roger Voelker (USA). Weekdays, from
5:00 pm to 8:00 pm. Saturdays, from 11:00
amto 2:00 pm and from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.
Until August 30th.

»Museu de Sant Cugat-Monestir and Casa
Aymat. Exhibition Grau-Garriga. Until Nevem-
ber14th. As partof Grau-Garrigayear.
SANTFELIU DEBOADA

»Galeria Cyprus Art. Exhibition by Miguel
Macaya. Until August 12th.

SITGES

»Galeria d’Art Agora 3. Exhibtion Harem by
Royo. Until July 25th.

»Galeria d’Art Gonzalo Olivan. Exhibition by
painter Carrillo. Until July 30th.

»Galeria d’Art Ismes. Exhibition by Gabriel
PérezBolano. Until July 22nd.

»Galeria d’Art Rainbow. Exhibition of paint-
ings by Josep Cruanas. Until July 18th.
TARRAGONA

»Exhibition Moonlight, by Valentin Vallhonrat.
At Museu Argueologic. Until August 29th.
»Exhibition Vita Romani. Vida dels Romans.
At Forum Provincial (Pretori roma). Pictures
by Peter Connolly. Until September 30th.
»Exhibition E/s Dalf, by Catala-Roca. At Caixa
Tarragona. Until July 25th.

»Antiga Audiéncia. 700 imatges del Delta.
Until July 31st.

»Antiga Audiencia. Exhibition 700 imatges
delDelta. Until July 31st.

»Museu d’Art Modern de Tarragona. Exhib-
ition Biennal d’Art 2004. Until August 29th.
»Museud’ArtModerndelaDiputacié de Tar-
ragona. Exhibition Biennal d’Art 2004. Until
August29th.

»Port de Tarragona - Refugi 1 del Moll de
Costa. Exhibition Roderes en el temps (Ruts
in time) by Joan Rovira. Until August 28th.
»Unio Galeria d’Art. Painting exhibition by Ju-
dith Vidella. Until July 31st.

TERRASSA

»Col.legi d’Arquitectes de Catalunya. Exhib-
ition Muroff, about the consequences of the
Forum 2004. 9 am-4.45 pm. Until Sept 26th.
»Esglésies de Sant Pere. Exhibtion of mon-
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umental work from Sant Pere churches. Until
July 31st.

»Galeria del CSC. Exhibition Batik, seda,
patchwork by Naria Cortell.

»Museu de la Ciénciaide la Técnica de Cat-
alunya. Temporary exhibitions: Homo videns.
Davantla petita pantalla, Vivamontesa and Tot
ésquimica.Until July 31st.

TORTOSA

»Galeria del Quadre. Permanent contempo-
rary artexhibition with works by Picasso, Mird,
Dali, Tapies, Clavé, Todo6, Guansé... Open
Mondayto Saturday.

vic

»Fundacio La Caixa. Exhibition La vida de les
formes (1892-1972), by Dutch artist Escher.
Tuesday to Friday 5 pm-9 pm, Saturday at 10
am, 2 pm, 5 pm and 9 pm, Sundays and holi-
days 11am-2 pm. Until July 18th.

»Col-legi d’Arquitectes. Exhibition Ampliacio
del CCCB. Concurs d’avantprojectes per a la
remodelacic de 'antic Teatre de la Casa Car-
jtat. Until July 25th.

»Església de la Pietat. Sculpture exhibition by
Lourdes Fisa. Tues to Sat, from 11:00 am to
2:00 pm and from 4:30 pm to 7:30 pm. Sun-
days and bank holidays, from 11:00 am to
2:00 pm. Until October 17th.

»Museu d’Art de la Pell. Exhibition Anfoni Ta-
pies, cos i llenguatge. Until September 12th.
»Museu d’Art de la Pell. Exhibition Masvidal.
Botanicail-lustrada (Masvidal. lllustrated bot-
any). Until August29th.
VILAFRANCA DEL PENEDES

»Galeria Go-ya. Exhibition Art cubai contem-
porani espanyol, by José Hernandez. Until
July 31st.

Guided tours

CASTELLO D’EMPURIES

»Guidedtoursto Parc Natural dels Aiguamolls
del’Emporda. Every day until August 31st, 6-8
pm. From Centre d’Informacio El Cortalet. For
more detailscall972453813,,

GIRONA

»Punt de benvinguda. Guided tour Old City.
Tuesday to Sunday. At 11.00 am. In English
and Spanish. G/Berenguer Carnicer, 1.

PALAMOS

»Guided tours to the port and Museu de la
Pesca. Every day, until August 31st. Mondays
in English. Tuesdays in German. Thursday in
French, Friday in Catalan. No previous booking
required.

TARRAGONA

»Guided tour. Dramatised guided tour to Mr.
Castellarnau’s Palace. Every Tuesday until
September 1st. At10:00 pm.

Forumsite

CIRCUS

»Grottesco, by Spanish company Monty &
Cia. Site - Marina stage (PortArea). Dates: Un-
til July 18th.

KABARET

»Elisa Lucinda. Site: Cabaret (Port Area).
Dates: until July 18th.

»Esma Redzepova. The famous Gypsy
Queen from Macedonia. Site: Cabaret (Port
Area). Dates: until July 18th.

»Hildes Kappes. Site: Cabaret (Port Area).
Until July 18th.

»Leslie Bee. Site: Peace Port (Port Area).
Dates: until July 18th.

music

»Elliot Murphy. One of the most extraordinary
figuresinthe history of rock. At 10:30 pm. Site:
Haima Stage.

»Luis Eduardo Aute. Spanish musician, writ-
er and singer with a deep personal voice. At
10:00 pm. Site: Marina Stage.

PERMANENT PERFORMANCES

»Move the World (Omkarakala), by Hansel
CerezaandAlfons Flores.

»Fantotems. Until September 26th. Site - Pan-
gealsland/Rompeolas (Auditorium Park).
»Day Parade (Pasacalle de Dia)- Higroma.
Site Itinerant.

»NightParade (Passacalle de noche) - Sum-
mer Night's Dream, by Sémola Teatre. Site
tinerant.

»The Giantofthe Seven Seas. Site- Large Au-
ditorium. Two to four performances daily.
» The Memory Tree. Site-Auditorium Park
Area. Twotofourtimes daily.

STREET PERFORMANCES

»Annibal. Until September 29th. Check for
schedule.

»Le Zaka. PortArea. Until July 22nd.

THEATRE

»Libertas Libertatis. Until July 22nd. Site:
Theatre (Entrance Area).
»Metamorphosis.By Russian company Tehb
Teatre. Site: Theatre (Entrance Area). Until
July 20th.

»Paren de falar mal da rotina. By Elisa Lu-
cinda. Site: Theatre. Until July 21st.

Foruminthecity

EXHIBITION

»Ladies of the Nile. Women and Goddesses
of Ancient Egypt. Until September 26th. The
EgyptianMuseum of Barcelona.

Forumgrec’04

DANCE

»L’anonima imperial / Juan Carlos Garcia.
Tickets: 18 euros. Mercat de les Flors. Lleida,
55.

music )

»CesaroaEvora & Mariza. Evora’smagic and
evocative sound is mixed with Mariza’s fados,
with jazz and blues influences. July 19th. At
10:00 pm. Tickets: 15-40 euros. Teatre Grec.
Pg.de SantaMadrona, 38.

»Manu Dibango & Ray Lema. July 17th. At
10:00 pm. Tickets: 15-36 euros. Teatre Grec.
Pg.de SantaMadrona, 38.

THEATRE

»Bagdad Café. The Musical Av. de la Guardia
Urbana, s/n.

»El Rei Lear Until August 1st. Directed by Cal-
ixto Bieito and starring Josep Maria Pou as the
King Lear. Tuesday to Friday 9:30 pm, Saur-
day 10 pm, Sunday 6:30 pm. Tickets: 10-28.
»Toyou, the birdie! (Phédre), by the Wooster
group. Until July 16th. At 9 pm. Tickets: 24 .
Teatre Lliure - Sala Fabia Puigserver. Placa
SantaMadrona, 40-46.

»Truveja Pra Néis Chora, by Verve dance
company. On 15th and 16th of July. At 9 pm.
Tickets: 20. Teatre Ovidi Montllor. Plaga Mar-
garidaXirgu, s/n.

USEFUL NUMBERS

National railway ......c.ceueeessnsssanens 902 240 202
Traffic 900 123 505
Directory INQUIriES .......ucucuemsrisssmsssessssaannns 11818
International Directory Inquiries .........cuuuu.. 11825
Citizens Advice 012
Weather Forecast...........couucuniruaannad 935 676 090
Aids Helpling ....ccoucummusssssssssssanss 900 2122 22

Emergencies (Fire, Ambulance,

Police and all other emergencies)..........c.uen. 112
Police (Mossos d’ESquadra)........cueuemssesusennd 088
Fire Brigade 080/085
Police (Guardia Urbana)........cc.ccumersuesssessanas 092
Australia 93 49090 13
Gran Via de Carles Il 98, 98

Austria 93 45372 94
C/Mallorca 214, atic 1*

Belgium 93 467 70 80
C/Diputacid, 303, 1r, barcelona@diplobel.org

Canada 93 204 27 00
C/Elisenda de Pinds, 10, bcncon@sefes.es

China 93 254 11 99
Av. Tibidabo, 34, 08002

Denmark 93 488 02 22
Rambla Catalunya 33, 3r 13,

Finland 93 443 15 98
G/Puig i Xoriguera, 17

France 93 270 30 00
Ronda Universitat, 22 B, 4t, info@consulfrance-harcelone.org
Germany 93292 10 00

Passeig de Gracia, 111, 1r, consalem_bcn@inicia.es

Holland 93 363 54 20
Av. Diagonal, 601, 4t, nigovbar@intercom.es

India 9321209 16
G/Teodor Roviralta, 21-23

Ireland 93 491 50 21
Gran Via Carles 111, 94,108 2%, cons.irl@webcat.es

Italy 93 467 73 05
C/Mallorca, 270, 1r 12 cgbarsegreteria@infonegocio.com
Japan 93 280 34 33
Av. Diagonal, 662-664, 3r ( edifici Planeta)

New Zealand.......c.ccouueensssesssessennas 93 209 03 99
Travessera de Gracia, 64, 2n 2°, avolta@bufetevolta.com
Morocco 93 289 25 30
C/Bejar, 91, belkhalfi@hotmail.com

Norway 93 237 54 45
(C/Balmes, 184, 5¢ 2%, cons.gral.bcna@terra.es

Pakistan 93 457 42 30
C/Corsega , 366 atic

Russia 93 280 54 32
Av. Pearson, 34,

Sweden 93 488 25 01
G/Mallorca, 279, 4t 3%, gkbarcelona@mail.com
Switzerland 93 490 06 50

Gran Via de Carles IIl, 94, 78, vertretung@bar.rep.admin.zh

South Africa 93 506 91 00

Parc Empresarial Mas , agorea, 6

UK 93 366 62 00
Av. Diagonal, 477, 138, barcelonaconsulate@ukinspain.com
us 93 280 22 27

Passeig Reina Elisenda, 23, consulbarcel@state.gov
www.easyjet.com 902 299 992
www.basiqair.com,
Wwww.ryanair.com
www.jet2.com...........
www.virgin-express.com..
www.vueling.com ........
www.hapag.lloyd.com.
www.britishairways.com..
www.lufthansa.com.....
www.alitalia.com.
www.kim.com......
www.iberia.com ..
www.airfrance.com..

002 020 264
902 888 459
933787878

...900 303 020
...902 100 323
...902 222 747
...902 400 500
....... 901 11 22 66

Lost Property 010
Barcelona El Prat airport.................. 93 298 38 38
EUrO LiNeS ...coccnummmnimssmssssssssssssansnns 902 405 040
Port 93 306 88 00
Bus Station..........coceonenmenesssesssessnenss 902 260 606
Trasmediterranea.........ccocoveeseesessns 93 295 91 05
Taxis 93 481 00 85
Duty Pharmacies........cuumsesassnanss 93 481 00 60
=110 1T 900 77 00 77
Water 900 700 720

93265 11 11
Gas 900 750 750
Telefonica 1002
Lost/Stolen credit cards........couuruunes 91581 18 11

...906 301 282
..93 238 40 00

Barcelona Tourist Office...
Catalunya Tourist Office...

Women's Helpline ........coocuinnsniesanns 93 290 36 99
Bus station ... 972212 319
Girona-Costa Brava Airport .............. 972 186 600
Ryanair. 972 062 010
Taxi Girona 972 203 377
Tourist Office. 97222 65 75
TARRAGONA
Bus Station ... 977 22 91 26

Tourist Office.. 977 23 2143
977 24 52 03
Taxis 977221414
Reus Airport 977 77 98 00
Port 901 166 658
977 259 462
| LLEbA |
Taxis 972 20 30 50
Bus Station..........cocomenmmensesnsenssessnenss 973 268 500
High Speed Railway. ..902 24 02 02
Tourist Office ....corummninesrisssssisanns 902 25 00 50
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Film | v. toror / m. PEREZ

Connie and Carla

® Nia Vardalos, the Oscar-nominated writer and star
of the highly praised My Fat Big Greek Wedding (2002),
follows the hit with Connie and Carla, again in dual
roles as both screenwriter and actress. Starring along-
side her is Toni Collette (4bout a Boy, The Sixth
Sense). The Vardalos’ script was brought to screen
by televison comedy veteran Michael Lembeck, whose
first success was Santa Clause 2 and who directed
various espisodes of Friends. Connie and Carla are

Nia Vardalos and Toni Collette play Connie and Carla

as one of them says.

two small-town girls who dream about becoming great
stars, while they in a Chicago airport lounge. Their
life is altered the day they accidentally witness how
their boss Frank - one of their few supporters - is
killed by the Russian mafia. Just like Tony Curtis
and Jack Lemmon in Billy Wilder’s Some like it hot,
the two girls have to find a place where the killers
would never look for them, so they end up in Land
Dreamers, Los Angeles, where they work as drag
queens with new identities and become big hits on
the scene - “women imitating men imitating women”,

Capturing the Friedmans

USA, 2004. 107". Dir.: Andrew Jarecki. The story of
the Friedmans, an upper-middle class Jewish family
from New York, whose happy life was suddenly de-
stroyed when the father and son werw charged with
horrible crimes of child molestation.

Shrek2

USA, 2004. 105’. Dir.: Andrew Adamson, Kelly AS-
bury, Conrad Vernon. Shrek and Princess Fiona re-
turn from their honeymoon. After battling a fire-
breathing dragon and the evil Lord Farquaad to win
Princess Fiona’s hand, the ogre has to face now the
most difficult challenge: his in-laws. Once at home,
they find an invitation to visit Princess Fiona’s par-
ents, the King and Queen of the Kingdom of Far Far
Away.

The wild one

USA, 1954. 79'. Dir.: Lazlo Benedek. With:Marlon
Brando, Lee Marvin, Robert Keith, June Gable. John-
ny, leader of Black Rebels Motorcycle Club, goes to
the city with his buddies looking for trouble. Harry,
the local police officer, can’t control either them or
the rival gang lead by Chino. Johnny, who is in love
with Harry’s daughter, Kathie, can’t express his feel-
ings while she can’taccepthis ways.

DasTestamentdes Dr. Mahuse
Germany, 1933. 80°. Dir.: Fritz Lang. Fritz Lang’s
masterpiece focuses on the terrifying atmosphere in
Nazi Germany. Lang uses once again the character
Dr. Mabuse (which he also usedin 1922), a criminal
following Nazi ordersin post-war Berlin.

JanisetJohn

France, 2003. 105’. Dir.: Samuel Benchetrit. With:
Sergi Lopez, Marie Trintignant, Frangois Cluzet. Pa-
blo Sterni is an honest insurance salesman who is
in deep financial trouble. If he cannot get his hands
on half a million francs in two weeks, he could go to
jail. He then learns his cousin has justinherited a mil-
lion francs from his recently deceased father. This
is the last film made by Marie Trintignant just a few
months before she was murdered.

Kill Bill. Volume 1

USA,2003.111’. Dir.: Quentin Tarantino. With: Uma
Thurman, Lucy Liu, Viveca A. Fox, Michael Madsen,
Daryl Hannah, David Carradine. The body of a young
pregnant woman lies on the floor in a rural church
inElPaso. Sheis wearing a blood splatered wedding
dress. Years later, when the Bride awakes from the
coma,she sherealizes whathappenedtoherand pre-
paresforrevenge...

Lamalaeducacién (Bad

Education)

Spain, 2003.115’. Dir.: Pedro Aimoddvar. With: Fele
Martinez, Gael Garcia Bernal, Javier Camara, Lluis
Homar. A young boy is sexually violated by a priest
and separated from his friend in a Catholic church.
Years later, the two friends meet again. One of them
is a transvestite wanting to become an actor while
the other one is a successful film director. Together,
they recall their childhood and the difficult times they
wentthroughatschool.

Thelastkiss

Italy, 2003. 120°. Dir.: Gabrielle Muccino. With: Ste-
fano Accorsi, Stefania Sandrelli.The young and
handsome Carlolives ahappy lives with his girlfriend,
but when she gets pregnant, he panicks picturing
fatherhood as the end of freedom and youth. On the
other hand, the prospect of being a grandmother re-
minds Annaof hervaguely unsatisfyingmarriage and
herlong-gone youth and beauty. Carlos has a bunch
of friends who are all trying to escape responsability
andfightagainstage.

The Butterfly Effect

USA, 2004.113". Dir.: Eric Bress, J. Mackye Gruber.
With: Ashton Kutcher, Melora Walters, Amy Smart,
Elden Henson. Evan Treborn is a young man who
tries to forget his horrible childhood memories. He
devises atechnique of travelling backintime in order
to repair the damage. But every time he goes back
intothe past, he only makes things worse.

Films showing in original version in Barcelona

The Ladykillers

EUA, 2004. Dir.: Joel i Ethan Coen. With: Tom
Hanks, Irma P. Hall, Marlon Wayans. An eccentric
professor and his three accomplices plan to rob
”"Bandit Queen”, a riverboat casino on Mississipi.
They are staying in Mrs.Muson’s house and are go-
ing to dig a tunnel to where the money is kept. But
dealing with Mrs. Munson appears to be more dif-
ficultthanthey expect.

Troy

EUA, 2004. 160’. Dir.: Wolfgang Petersen. With:
Brad Pitt, Eric Bana, Orlando Bloom, Sean Bean,
Brendan Gleeson. In 1193 B.C., Prince Paris (Orlan-
do Bloom), son of Priam, the king of Troy, seduces
Menelau’s wife, Helen, the most beautiful woman in
the world. He convinces herto follow him away from
herhusband, setting the two nations at war with each
other. Menelaus and his brother, Agamemnon, go to
war against Troy, partly because of Helen, but more
because it is an excuse to conquer the Trojans.
Achilles, the greatest warrior among the Greeks,
helps Agamemnontofightagainst Troy.

Unfilme falado

Portugal-France, 2003. 96°. Dir.: Manoel de Oliveira.
With: Leonor Silveira, John Malkovich. Rosa Maria,a
young History teacher at University of Lisboa, goes
on a Mediterranean cruise with her daughter, Maria
Joana. As they travel from France to Turkey, Rosa
Maria talks to her daughter about world history. She
plans to meet her husband in Bombay, and then go
onholidaytogether.

Wilbur Wants to Kill Himself
Dinamarca, 2004. 105’. Dir.: Lone Scherfig. With:
Jamie Sives, Adrian Rawlins, Shirley Henderson.
Wilbur is successful with women, he has a good job
andagreatbrother, butheis nothappy. Disappointed
by life, he decides to commit suicide. But this is not
aseasy ashethinks...

Harry Potter and the prisoner of

Askaban

USA 2004. 136’. Dir.: Daniel Radcliffe. With: Emma
Watson, Rupert Grint, Robbie Coltrane. Potter and
his friends find themselves at the Hogwarts school
for their third year studies, where they try to find out
aboutthe mistery of Sirius Blank - adangerous magi-
cian and complice of Lord Voldemort, who wants to
revenge againstHarry Potter. Atthe sametime, Harry
will discover more secrets from his past.

Confessions of adangerous mind
USA, 2004. 113’. Dir.: George Clooney. With: Sam
Rockwell, George Clooney, Drew Barrymore, Julia
Roberts. Chuck Baris was a successful showman
who led a double life as he also worked as an assas-
sin for the Cia. At the height of his career, the tele-
vision starwas recruitedtobe aspy.

The Inheritance

Denmark,2002.108’. Dir: Per Fly. With: Ulrich Tom-
sen, Lisa Werliner. Christoffer, the heir of a vast in-
dustrial fortune, has decided to abandon the family
steel business. He now owns a restaurant in Stock-
holm, where he is happily married to Maria, a Swed-
ish stage actress. When his father commits suicide,
hismotherinsists that Christoffertakes overthe man-
agement ofthe family business.

Machuca

Chile, 2004. Dir.: Andrés Wood.With: Federico Lupi,
Tamara Acosta. After the Pinochet coup d’état, little
Pedro Machuco, child of a very poor family, starts
classes in a private school. He makes friends with
Gonzalo andtogetherthey will bear witness of the so-
cialchangesinthe country.

El abrazo partido

Argentina, 2004. Dir.:Daniel Burman. With: Daniel
Hendler, Adriana Aizemberg. Ariel is a young man
from Buenos Aires whose world revolves around his
mother’s linen shop. The film takes place in the cap-
italin crisis, whichmany people wantto leave, hoping
to find a better life in Europe. But when his father ar-
rives, Ariel he finds his life is about to change.
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Barcelona

1 CASABLANCA
Swing (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.00-20.00-22.15

Um filme falado (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.00-20.00-22.15

1 MELIES

The wild One (V.0.S.E) 16.30
La Casita blanca 16.30
In a lonely place (V.0.S.E) 18.15
From here to eternity (V.0.S.E) 18.20
Sunset Boulevard (V.0.S.E) 20.15
Days of wine and roses (V.0.S.E) 20.35
Paths of glory (V.0.S.E) 22.30
American Graffiti (V.0.S.E) 22.45

1 RENOIR FLORIDABLANCA

Incautos 16.00-18.15-20.30-22.45
Lultimo bacio (V.0.S.E) 16.00-18.25-20.40-22.55
Machuca 16.00-18.20-20.35-22.50

Sur mes levres (V.0.S.E)

16.10-18.20-20.30-22.40

La mala educacion

16.15-20.15

Shrek 2 (V.0.S.E)

16.15-18.10-20.05-22.05

Seres queridos

16.30-18.30-20.25-22.30

Und flihre uns in Versuchung (V.0.S.E) 18.15-22.20
1 RENOIR LES CORTS

Machuca 16.00-20.30
L'ultimo bacio (V.0.S.E) 16.10-18.15-20.30-22.45
Incautos 16.05-18.20-20.35-22.50

Casa de los Babys (V.0.S.E)

16.10-18.15-20.15-22.15

Seres queridos

16.10-18.25-20.35-22.50

Shrek 2 (V.0.S.E)

16.15-18.30-20.30-22.40

El abrazo partido

18.20-22.45

1 VERDI
Confessions of a Dangerous Mind (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.15-20.30-22.40

Spartan (V.0.S.E)

16.05-18.15-20.30-22.40

Baran (V.0.S.E)

16.10-18.10-20.20-22.35

Casa de los Babys (V.0.S.E)

16.10-18.15-20.30-22.40

La muerte de nadie

16.15-18.15-22.35

Das Testament des Dr. Mabuse (V.0.S.E)

20.10

1 VERDI PARK
Arven (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.15-20.30-22.45

Wilbur Wants to Kill Himself (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.10-20.20-22.30

Camino de Santiago. El origen

16.10

Russian Ark (V.0.S.E)

16.15-18.15-20.20-22.35

Sur mes lévres (V.0.S.E)

17.30-20.00-22.30

1 YELMO ICARIA
Unconditional love (V.0.S.E)

11.15-13.30-15.45

The Ladykillers (V.0.S.E)

11.20-13.30-15.45-18.00-20.15-22.30

Wilbur Wants to Kill Himself (V.0.S.E)

11.20-13.30-15.45-18.00-20.35-22.50

Casa de los Babys (V.0.S.E)

11.20-13.30-15.45-18.00-20.15-22.45

Janis et John (V.0.S.E)

11.30-13.45-15.45-18.00-20.15-22.50

Um filme falado (V.0.S.E)

11.30-13.30-15.30-17.30-19.30-21.30

Incautos (V.0.S.E)

11.30-14.00-16.45-19.15-22.00

Shrek 2 (V.0.S.E)

11.30-13.45-16.00-18.15-20.30-22.45

Kill Bill. Volume 1 (V.0.S.E)

11.30-13.45-16.00-18.15-20.30-22.50

Confessions of a Dangerous Mind (V.0.S.E)

11.30-14.00-16.30-19.00-21.45

The day after tomorrow (V.0.S.E)

11.40-14.10-17.00-19.45-22.30

Arven (V.0.S.C)

11.40-14.10-17.00-19.30-22.15

Sur mes lévres (V.0.S.E)

11.40-14.10-17.00-19.45-22.30

Harry Potter and the prisoner of Azkaban (V.0.S.E)

12.00-15.30-18.30-21.30

Troy (V.0.S.E)

12.00-15.30-18.50

The Butterfly Effect (V.0.S.E)

18.15-20.35-22.50

Capturing the Friedmans (V.0.S.E)

0.00

Girona

1 TRUFFAUT
Les invasions barbares (V.0)

18.30-20.30-22.30

www.yelmocineplex.es.

CASABLANCA. Pg. de Gracia, 115. Metro L3-L5 Diagonal. 93 218 43 45. Cheap rates Mondays,
except holidays. FILMOTECA DE CATALUNYA. Av. Sarria, 33. Metro L5 Hospital Clinic. 93 316 27 80.
MELIES. Villarroel, 102. Metro L1 Urgell. 93 451 00 51. Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays.
RENOIR FLORIDABLANCA. Floridablanca, 135. Metro L1-L2 Universitat. 93 426 33 37.
www.cinesrenoir.com. Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays. Anticipated sales: www.cinentradas.com.
RENOIR LES CORTS. Eugeni d'Ors, 12. Metro L3 les Corts. 93 490 55 10. www.cinesrenoir.com.
Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays. Anticipated sales: www.cinentradas.com. VERDI. Verdi, 32.
Metro L3 Fontana. 93 238 79 90. www. cinemes-verdi.com. Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays.
VERDI PARK. Torijos, 49. Metro L3 Fontana. 93 238 79 90. www.cinemes-verdi.com. Cheap rates
Mondays, except holidays. YELMO ICARIA. Salvador Espriu, 61. Metro L4 Ciutadella-Vila. 902 22 09
22. www.yelmocineplex.es. Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays. Anticipates sales: 902 22 09 22 and

The Russian Ark

Russia, 2002. Dir.:Alexander Sokurov. With: Sergei
Dontsov, Maria Kuznetsova. Sokurov shot a 96 min-
ute film in one take. The camera follows the steps of
a 19th century French diplomat throughout the Her-
mitage Museum in St Petersburg. A long walk
through the museum reveals a good part of Russian
historyand culture.

The day after tomorrow

USA, 2004.125’. Dir.:Roland Emmerich. With:Den-
nis Quaid, Jake Gyllental. Sudden global warming
has devastating consequences for the entire planet.
Inthe middle of this catastrophe is Adrian Hall, a pal-
eoclimatologist (a scientist who studies the ways
weather patterns changedinthe past), who struggles
to save the world from the effects of global warming.

Unconditionallove

USA, 2002. 121°. Dir.: P.J. Hogan. With: Kathy
Bates, Ruppert Everett, Dan Aykroyd. Grace Beasley
spent all her life taking care of her husband and chil-
dren. When her husband leaves her, Grace travels to
London for the funeral of her favourite singer.

Spartan

USA-Germany.106’. Dir.: David Mamet. With: Val
Kilmer, Derek Luke, William H. Macy, Ed O’Neil. Val
Kilmer plays Robert Scott, a special agent hired by
the government to find the president’s kidnapped
daughter, Laura Newton - a first-year student who
disappears from campus on a Friday afternoon.

Inalonelyplace

USA, 1950.80. Dir.: Nicholas Ray. With: Humphrey
Bogart, Gloria Grahame, Frank Lovejoy, Pietro Mor-
etti. Screenplayer Dixon Steele has to write the script
of a bestseller. He asks a young woman to tell him
the story the way she sees it, but the next day she
isfoundmurderedand Dixbecomes thefirstsuspect.

Pathsofglory

USA, 1957. 81°. Dir.: Stanley Kubrock. With: Kirk
Douglas, Ralph Meeker, Adolphe Menjou. During
WWI a French general gave an impossible order to
his troops. After their failure he decides to execute
threementoteachtherestalesson.

The Barbarianinvasions

Canada, 2003. 99'. Dir.: Denis Arcand With: Mar-
ieJosee Croze, Dorothy Beryman. A divorced manin
his mid-fifties is seriously ill. From his death bed, he
is visited by his son Sébastien, whom he hasn’t seen
for years. Despite their falling out, Sébastien wants
to gather all his father’s old friends and former lovers
tomake hisfinal days more enjuyable.

Casadeloshahys

USA, 2003, 115’. Dir.: John Sayles With: DarylHan-
nah, Marcia Gay, Mary Steenburgen, Rita Moreno,
Susan Lynch, Maggie Gyllenhaal, Lily Taylor. Six
well-off American women have travelled to Mexico
to adopt a child. The action takes place in a hotel
owned by Madame Mufioz (played by the charismat-
ic Rita Moreno), where the women rent suites and
waitforthe adoptionto gothrough.

American Graffiti

USA, 1973.107".Dir.: George Lucas With: Richard
Dreyfus, Ronny Howard. Ina smalltown in Northern
California a group of teenagers spend their last eve-
ning together after graduation, having fun for one last
time before movinginto adulthood. Before dawnthey
all have to decide what they will do in the future.

Days of wine and roses

USA, 1962. 112". Dir.: Blake Edwards. With: Jack
Lemmon, Lee Remick. Joe, public relations agent
addicted to alcohol, meets Kristen, a secretary
hooked on chocolate. They fall in love and get mar-
ried. Joe introduces Kristen to the “pleasures” of
drinking and soon both are confirmed alcoholics.

SunsetBoulevard

USA, 1950.106’. Dir.: Billy Wilder With: William Hol-
den, Gloria Swanson, Erich von Stroheim. Joe is a
frustrated screenwriter who is hiding from his past.
He hidesinanold mansion on SunsetBlvd.
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