CATALONIATODAY

BARCELONA, THE BUSINESS & LEISURE CAPITAL OF SOUTHERN EUROPE

N. 17 / FREE

WEDNESDAY, JULY 7, 2004

EDITED IN BARCELONA

Josep Borrell, who led the Spanish socialist party’s Eu-
ropean election campaign, hasbeen unanimously chos-
en as the socialist candidate for the presidency of the the
European parliament. Borrell won 117 votes, ahead of
the 66 attained by the British Labour party candidate
Terence Wynn, in other words an absolute majority.
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Europe’s socialists pick
Borrell as candidate

Catalanis clear winnerinbidtolead EU parliament

Borrell said: “I’'m pleased not just for myself but for all
Spanish socialists because it is recognition of the new
role Spanish socialists are playing in Europe.” He said
he understood that there was someresistance to the “ex-
cess of Iberians”, after the election of Portugal’s Durao
Barroso tohead the European Commission.

CIA knew
beforewar on
Iraqthat WMDs
did not exist

The Anglo-American alliance over
Iraqtook on anair of farce yesterday
as conflicting reports emerged over
the possible existence of weapons of
mass destruction in Iraq. According
toareportinthe New York Timesthe
CIA knew that Saddam Hussein had
abandoned the WMD weapons pro-
jectbefore the war onIraqbeganbut
neglected to inform President Bush.

Meanwhile, Tony Blair admit-
ted yesterday that the weapons
might never be found, having given
his assurance before and after the
war that their existence was not in
doubt. Given thatBlair’sbacking for
the war was based largely on US in-
telligence, it would appear not only
that the main justification for the
war was flawed from the start but
that the intelligence services knew
thatitwas.

The New York Times, citing gov-
ernment sources, said the CIA
reached their conclusions after in-
terrogating Iraqi scientists but did
not pass the information on to the
president or members of his execu-
tive. For his part, Blair said: “I have
to accept we haven’t found them
and may never find them. We don’t
know what has happened to them.
They could have been removed.
They could have been hidden. They
couldhavebeendestroyed.”
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Theremodeled market of Santa Caterinainthe BarriSan Pere in Barcelonawhichis duetoreopen laterthisyear

Portabella pledges 50m eurosto
upgrade city markets by 2007

Unié marketin Poblenou is first to benefit from makeover

Evidence from first
witnessin March 11
inquiry contradicts
government’s Eta claims

Governmentsaidallearlyindications pointedto Eta
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Borrell nominated for presidency
of European Parliament

A power-sharingarrangement practically assures that Borrell will serve as chamber president

ROBERTKIMPLETON

Newly elected MEP Josep Borrell, a
native of Lleida, has been nomin-
ated by absolute majority to stand as
the Socialist candidate for the Euro-
pean Parliament presidency.

Borrell obtained 117 votes com-
pared with 66 for British candidate
Terry Wynn, an MEP for the past 15
years. Ifthe European People’s party
(EPP) and the Socialists reach a spe-
cial agreement to divide the next
five-year term into two terms of two
and a half years each, Borrell could
preside over the Parliament on 20
July, when Irishman Pat Cox steps
down from the post.

EPP and socialist leaders will
meet next week to negotiate the ar-
rangement, but since power sharing
between the dominantgroupsistra-
ditional in the European Parlia-
ment, Borrell’s presidency is practi-
callyassured.

“I am satisfied not only for my-
self, but also for Spanish Socialists,
because this marks the beginning of
a new role for Spanish socialism in
Europe,” said Borrell in a press con-
ference following the nomination.
While Borrell’s nomination is a big
plus for the Socialist party, some are
worried about hislack of experience
in the European Parliament. Borrell
said that the fact that he has yet to
serve as MEP should not hinder his
candidacy. “These arguments have
not been that significant,” he said.
“With 63 percent of the vote I can
onlybe content.”

He said his first priority will be to
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work to achieve agreements
amongst different left-leaning and
centrist groups, as well as with the
centre-right PPE. He promised to
“work with all MEPs” to achieve
consensus on critical issues.

Borrell said that one of his main

objectives as President will be to
communicate effectively with citi-
zens of EU countries. He cited the
low turnoutinlastmonth’s Europe-
an elections as a cause for concern
in this respect. “In reality, the Par-
liament makes important decisions

that affect people’s lives, yet many
citizensare probably not fully aware
of this,” he said. “This is why many
ofthemdonotvote.”

Borrell was born in La Poble de
Segur (Lleida) in 1947 and has been
activein politicssince 1979.

Summer University Prada de Conflent faces
money problems after subsidies delayed

ALEXLEFF

The Catalan Summer University
Prada de Conflent (UCE) is getting
ready for its 36th year, in spite of un-
certainty about its economic situa-
tion. With the start of the course a
month and a half away, and thanks
to the government turnover in Cat-
alonia, the UCE had still not re-
ceived a large part of its yearly gov-
ernment subsidies, the institution’s
senior administrators said yester-
day. The economic situation has
grown severe, general manager of
the university Joan Maluquer says,
explaining that the main source of
the problem is rooted in the han-
dling of government helps. With a
budget of 423,000 euros, the UCE

has scheduled over a hundred dif-
ferent activities this summer with
special guests, including Jordi Pujol
and Pasqual Maragall. However, for
the time being the difficulty with
balancing the budget is a looming
threat, according to Maluquer. This
situation, he explains, makes it im-
possible to build up student enrol-
ment. A total of around 2000 profes-
sors, guests and students people are
expected to take part this season,
which goeson from 15 to 25 August.
This year the institution hoped to
see the number go up by from 2003.

Changes in the project to create
an education centre in Sant Miquel
de Cuixart were announced yester-
daybyUCE president Joandomenec
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Ros i Aragonés. The project was to
depend on EU funds. There has
been a problem with one of the ten-
ants occupying the building which
has made the project impossible,
and the 2.4 million euros to be in-
vested by different institutions (1.2
million of whichfrom EU) isnolon-
ger to go toward the renovation of
that building. The funds will be en-
closed to acquisition of another
building instead, located right by
the Prada de Conflent. The new
space is called Centre d’Estudis Pau
Casals (Pau Casals Centre of Stud-
ies) and will have a capacity for one
hundred students. After renova-
tions, the building is set to be open
all year round by next summer. The

currentand former presidents of the
Catalan government will be two of
the major figures that will grab the
media’s eye this season. Maragall is
to participate on 25 August in a ses-
sion about the Pyrenean eurore-
gion. Hewill bejoined by Aragonese
president Marcelino Iglesias; from
the Aquitaine Regional Council
AlainRousset; from the Mid-Pyren-
ees Regional Council Martin Malvy;
from the Languedoc-Roussillon
General Council Georges Fréche;
and Andorran prime minister Marc
Foné. Pujol, on the other hand will
bevisiting the UCE on 23 August for
aconference on The values that Cat-
alonianeedsandwill contributeinthe
future.

Pregnantteensseek abortions
Half of Spanish girls less than 18
years of age who become pregnant
choose to haveabortions, according
to a study published yesterday. The
study also said there had been a con-
stant rise in abortions during the
1990s and a “spectacular” rise of 99
percent amongst adolescents. In
2001 there werealmost 10,000 abor-
tions performed on adolescents in
Spain. Also during 2001, 19,500
abortions were performed on wom-
en between the ages of 20-25, and
the number of abortions for this age
group has gone up 95% in the last
decade.

Toledo and Zapatero talk
Alejandro Toledo, president of
Peru, and Spanish Prime Minister
José Luis Zapatero said in a press
conferencein Madrid yesterday that
they had made some progress to-
wards reaching agreements in the
area of immigration designed to
make regulations more “flexible”.
They discussed other issues such as
double taxation for expatriates and
increasing economic co-operation
between Spain and the Andean
Community, a subregional organi-
sation of the South American coun-
tries Bolivia, Columbia, Ecuador,
Peru,and Venezuela.

Fundsneeded for event

The council for the District of Gra-
ciayesterday approved a official de-
claration for in which it requested
more funds from publicinstitutions
for the Festa Major de Gracia. The
funds were necessary, the declara-
tion said to ensure that the celebra-
tion, would be “sustainable and of
high quality”. The celebration, a
well-known event, will be held this
15-22 August.

Newschoolsapproved

The Catalan government approved
yesterday the “administrative crea-
tion” of 15 newnursery and primary
school for different areas of Catalo-
nia. The new schools have been sla-
ted to meet future demand, the gov-
ernmentsaid.

Supplyre-established

The more than 300 inhabitants of
Caseres have had their drinking wa-
ter supply restored after a necessary
adjustment in the quantity of ni-
trates, which can affect the health of
children, was made.

Prestige opens new hotels

The Prestige hotel chain inaugura-
tedin Hospitaleta4-star hotel called
Prestige Congress. The new hotel is
located near the site of the Fira de
Barcelona Hotel and Exhitibion
Centre and the Pedrosa de L'Hospi-
talet complex.
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Hospital del Mar getsinvolved
in new field of virtual medicine

Local clinics perform diagnoses on patientslivingin the UK and Scandinavian countries

ROBERTKIMPLETON

Barcelona’s Hospital del Mar, a
public hospital, and the private Tel-
emedicine Clinic have begun a pilot
programme through which they
will jointly carry out telemedicine
with hospitals in northern Europe.

Telemedicine involves sending
digital images or other information
about a patient to a diagnostic cen-
tre in another location or country
which will examine the data and
provide a diagnosis of the patient’s
condition and send itback to the pa-
tient’s physician.

Telemedicine is particularly
helpful when there is a lack of qual-
ified pathologists in one area and a
surplus in another. This is currently
the case in Great Britain, where
there are 20% fewer pathologists
thanareneeded, and Sweden, where
the deficit is 13%. Telemedicine
Clinic was set up in Barcelona in
May 2003 as the first virtual hospital
to provide a variety of diagnostic
services to other European hospi-
tals. The United Kingdom and
Scandinavian countries were estab-
lished as primary markets for the
clinic’s services. The clinic made
morethan7,000diagnosisduringits
firstyear, mostofwhich wererelated
toradiology.

Since the pathology department
at Hospital del Mar is one of the
most technologically advanced de-
partments of its kind in Europe and
it already had experience in teleme-
dicine, it was invited to participate
in some of the work handled
through the Telemedicine Clinic,

according to information provided
by the Catalan Health Services.

The Catalan Minister of Work,
Industry, Commerce and Tourism
as well as the Centre for Innovation
and Business Development (CI-
DEM), contributed to the develop-
ment of the Telemedicine Clinic,

Intelemedicine, medicalimagesare collectedinone place and analysedinanother / MANELLLADO

which requiredatotal investment of
twomillion euros. “Thisisan expor-
tation of services,” said Carlos Va-
lero of CIDEM. “We have specialists
who are very-well trained and other
countrieslack these services.”

The bulk of the clinic’s work con-
sists of examining digital imagery

sent by internet and sending back
results. A new procedure which is
being piloted involves operating a
robotic microscope from a distance
in real time, which would allow a
doctorinBarcelonatoexamineatis-
sue sample in Stockholm and make
alive diagnosis.

Renfeusersblame
high-speed train for

slowed service

ALEXLEFF

Construction on the TGV high-
speed train has brought about com-
plaintsfromlocal Rodaliestrain pas-
sengers. Line C4, which makes trips
between Sant Viceng de Caldersand
Barcelona, has been restricted to
one railway track. This has caused a
reduction by almost 30 per cent of
trains going to Martorell, passen-
gers say. Protests have surged from
the association Public Transport
Promotion (PTP), which believes
that work on the high-speed train
line should never have been au-
thorised.

The first complaints about the
changes in routes of line C4 came
from the PTP, an entity that repre-
sents two hundred membersandre-
ceives 150,000 hits on its web page
per year. The changes made on 17

Junehavebeenunder fire by the pas-
senger association “for the over-
crowding that occurs, especially at
Martorell station where 29 per cent
of the trains are gone”. Because of
construction, C4 trains traveling
from Castellbisbal and Molins cir-
culate on one rail, but there have
only been complaints coming from
Martorell. This, the PTP points out,
is due to the fact that stations in Pa-
pioland Castellbisbal “are not miss-
ing trains, because those stops are
covered by trains going to Vilfranca
and Sant Viceng.” It is seen as “a
waste of time” by the passenger as-
sociation. In spite of Renfe’s explan-
ations and the interest showed by
the authorities, the PTP cannot un-
derstand why the construction has
been authorised if it obstructs other
trainroutes.
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Plan torenovate seven
city markets to cost
50 million euros

MICHAELBUNN

JordiPortabella, Barcelona’sdeputy
mayor, outlined a 50-million euro
project to upgrade the city’s mar-
kets. The project, which com-
menced at the beginning of this
month with Unié marketin the Sant
Mart{ district, is the first in a series
of schemes by Barcelona’s City
Council which will involve an un-
precedented investments for such
purposes.

The money will be spent between
nowand 2007 on totally or partlyre-
modelling seven markets. In addi-
tion to the Santa Caterina market,
the schedule for the next seven years
will include the continuation of the
workson the Barcelonetamarket (to
be completedinlate2006), the com-
plete remodelling of the markets of
Unié and Llibertat, the partial reno-

vation of the markets of Ninot, Les
Cortsand Sarria (tobe completed by
summer 2005) and the beginning of
the Sant Antoni markets transfor-
mation project.

Drawinga crowd for dance show
Dalidance will see its first ever debut
performance during the Castell de
Peralada Festival this July, featuring
Rossy de Palma. Hanging behind
the dancers are four backdrops illu-
strated by the Salvador Dali in New
York in the 1940s. The show main-
tains original choreography by Ra-
mon Oller, accompanied by a mu-
sical score including sections of the
works of Wagner and Schubert,
with overlapping sounds of the
Mediterranean Sea and northerly
winds.

ERCwants moneyback

The Catalanist party Esquerra Re-
publicana de Catalunya (ERC) con-
siders the odds of getting the terri-
tory’s 2,800 million pesetas back
from the State “practically impossi-
ble” in reference to a park in Lleida,
not merely because the peseta is no
longer in circulation. Spanish prime
minister José Luis Rodriguez Zapa-
tero’s gesture to hand over the keys
to the Montjuic castle got mixed re-
views from ERC. It prompted them,
along with opposition party CiU, to
demand that the central govern-
ment pay back the council for the
Tower of Gardeny and the old mili-
taryrecinct.

Money towards accessibility

The Catalan government s to spend
2.8 million euros in order to make
fourteen metro stations on Barcelo-
na’sLine 1 moreaccessible. The plan
entails the instalment of lifts that go
directly to train platforms, ramps
and special walkways designed for
the disabled. The stations to be re-
vamped include Avinguda Carrilet,
Rambla Just Oliveras, Can Serra,
Florida, Santa Eulalia, Hostafrancs,
Rocafort, Urgell, Glories, Navas,
Sant Andreu, TorresiBages, Baré de
Viver and Santa Coloma.

Proposal of 8.7 m to countryside
A new plan was approved yesterday
by the Department of Agriculture,
Stockbreeding and Fishing
(DARP), which promises to spend
close to 8.7 million euros on helps
for rurual development as part of
the EU Leader Plus programme.
Leader Plus is an initiative that aims
to prompt rural-based companies
to reflect on the potential that their
territory holds in the long term.
Through finding new ways of valu-
ingland, creating jobs and bettering
the rural economy, the programme
isan effort to promote sustainibility
in general, and to show rural land
owners that the future is in their
hands.

Blind man fined for speeding

The Public Prosecutor’s Office has
upheld the sentence against a blind
man, Domingo M.A., for speeding
while driving at 154 km/h.
Throughout the trial, which began
in June, the accused pleaded with
the courtsayingthathehad had “the
physical need to drive, an craving”,
and assured that his wife gave direc-
tions so as not to go off the road.
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Witness statement contradicts
policereporton train attacks

Building caretaker claims heidentified foreign men in thevan by the train station, not Basques

RICARD VINAS

The first witness in the 11 of March
inquiry contradicted government
statements issued following the
train attack. A caretaker told the
commission yesterday that he saw
three men in a van near one of the
targeted stations. Luis Garrudo
Herndndez recalled becoming sus-
picious of “foreigners” in the van
near Alcala de Henares station,
where the bombs were loaded onto
the train. This does not exactly cor-
relate with the government state-
ments that it believed the Basque
separatist group ETA to have been
behind the explosions.

Also, at about 12:30 pm on 11
March Garrudo heard that tapes
and detonators had been found in
the van, he said yesterday. This
statement contradicts the police re-
portbyPedro DiazPintado, thethen
police general deputy director. The

van arrived at Canillas police station
at about 3:30 pm, according to this
police report. In the police station,
seven detonators were found under
the driver’s seat, along with a cas-
sette tape with Arabic characters
and some explosives. Garrudo ap-
peared before the parliamentary
commission investigating the 11
March attacks and stated that in his
second statement before the police,
held in Canillas police station be-
tween 7:00 and 8:00 pm on March
11th, telling the officers that the
people he saw next to the vanlooked
like foreigners. He also said that the
police officers showed him many
photographs of people, almost all of
them of Arabic origin. However, in
the first police statement, held in
Moratalaz Information Provincial
Brigade, he was not able to tell for
sure whether the people he had seen
were Spanish or foreigners.
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Wreckage afterthe bomb attacks in Madrid which killed 190 people

Long queues for work permitsin Barcelona

RICARD VINAS

Long queues in Barcelona, normal-
ity elsewhere. That is how local pa-
pershave been summing up the first
dayofthe Government Delegate Of-
fice plan to process 20,000 pending
residentand working permitrenew-
als. Around 6,000 permits have been
processed, that is more than expec-
ted, Catalan Employment Organi-
sation (SOC) director Francesc Cas-
tellana said yesterday. Moreover,

fifteen National Insurance offices
were also working on the list of per-
mits to be processed, in addition to
57 SOC centres dedicated to the
causeall over Catalonia. Thelongest
queues were seen in central Barce-
lona, where some immigrants had
been waiting in line since early
morning, while the rest of the offices
in Barcelona and Catalonia experi-
enced a more gradual flow of for-
eigners.

Meanwhile, the two hundred Af-
ricanémigréshousedinaprovision-
al camp in Alcarra, Segria, have not
been deported, though most of
them have already received expul-
sion orders. Around seventy official
deportation orders were processed
between April and June, a very sim-
ilar figure to previous years. On the
other hand, the mayor of Alcarras
yesterday scotched information
spread by some media groups re-

garding a second immigrant camp
to be built in the village. These ac-
tions fall against a social backdrop
which has left some politicians un-
easy. This year has been marked by
several major immigrant protests,
usually taking place inside or near
Barcelona’s Gothic Cathedral. Cat-
alan governmentdelegateJoan Ran-
gelresponded to therecentrally say-
ing that “papers for everyone is
trouble foreveryone.”
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Artists pay tribute to Nerudabefore Palauaudience 0£13,000

ALEXLEFF

Over twenty singers brought the work of Pablo
Nerudato the stage in Palau Sant Jordi on Sunday
for the celebration called Neruda in our heart.
This tribute to the Chilean poet is yet another ad-
dition to the Forum family. It gathered well

known local singer-songwriter giants, including
Joan Manuel Serrat, along with great Spanish
musicianssuchasJoaquin Sabina, Victor Manuel
and Jorge Drexler. One minor change was made
to the concert programme. Instead of Enrique
Morente, crowds at the Palau got a chance to
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watch his daughter Estrella perform the Neruda
works. Sabina— known here as a sort of Spanish
Bob Dylan—sanga touching piece he wrote pay-
ing homage to Neruda. The stage set was rather
poetic in itself, full of umbrellas, with a night sky
andafullmoon on thebackdrop.

Catalan exam results slip

Figures show that the average mark
for students sitting the Catalan lit-
erature and language exam has gone
down, sparking a cool response
from officials who said that the
country “should relfect”on the re-
sults. The average mark obtained
from 23,772 students who sat liter-
ature and language exams in June
was 4.95, compared to 5.23 for the
results last year. Overall, 24,594 stu-
dents sat the university entrance ex-
ams and 87.5% passed, which was a
slight rise compared to last year
when nearly 86% passed. The aver-
age mark for the Spanish literature
and langage exam also fell to 6.17
compared to 6.59 forlastyear.

Stormwarningfor Catalonia

The Generalitat has issued a storm
warning across all of Catalonia for
Wednesday 7 July. The heavy rain
storms are forecast for today and
will effect all the 36 regions in the
country particulary between 2pm
and 8pm, the director general of
emergencies and security said. The
rain will be irregular but it could be
accompanied byhail.

Schoolboost for parents

The Generalitat has approved the
building of fifteen new infant and
primary schools in Girona, Tarra-
gona and Barcelona. The aim is to
satisfy future demand for school
places in these three cities. The
schools will be set up in the regions
of Baix Llobregat, Garraf, Valles Oc-
cidental, Valles Oriental, Baix Pen-
edes and Barcelona. Some of the
schools are under construction
while others will be placed in exist-
ingbuildings.

Immigration gangarrested

The National Police have arrested
five Ukrainians suspected in the il-
legal trafficking of girl immigrants
for reasons of forcing them into
prostitution. The police operation
called “Tatum” led to the arrest of
theleader of the suspected gang,a33
year old man. The police claim he
hasbeen operatingthroughoutall of
Spain for five years. Police say that
the gang received money from the
girls in Ukraine, so they could leave
their country, and took their pass-
ports but gave them false passports
instead to enter countries of the Eu-
ropean Union. When they arrive in
Barcelona they worked in different
night clubsinthecity.

Demand for better rail links

The green party in Catalonia (ICV)
has demanded that the Spanish
Government improve the rail link
between Barcelona and Figueres.
The party claim that the service of-
fered by Renfeis “deficient” because
the trains travel with too few carria-
ges that means half way through the
journey passengers cannot find
seats and are forced to stand up. The
green party has said that the prob-
lems with the service are daily and
affect workers and students, who
have complained.
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Protest over cruel bull
run at San Fermin fiesta

13people have been killed at the fiesta since 1924 but it remains popular

STEPHEN BURGEN
Hundreds of semi-naked protestors
marched through the streets of
Pamplona on Monday protesting
against the annual running of the
bulls during the San Fermin festiv-
ities starting today. About 300 activ-
ists from the group People for the
Ethical Treatment of Animals,
wearingjust G-strings and their un-
derwear, demanded a halt to the an-
nual “cruel bull running” which at-
tracts ten of thousands of tourists
from all over the world. Last year a
Spaniard died from his injuries dur-
ing the bull run. The demonstrators
had wanted to protest naked but city
officials refused permission.
Ifyouridea ofaholiday is a week-

long, booze-fuelled, round-the-
clock party, where you pause only to
subject yourself each day to five
minutes of sheer terror, then the an-
nual running of the bulls at the fes-
tival is definitely for you. The fiesta
has been held since 1591, but only
became famous when it was descri-
bed in Ernest Hemingways depic-
tion of the so-called lost generation
in his novel The Sun Also Rises.

Since thenithasattracted a grow-
ing number of people from abroad
and now tens of thousands converge
everyyear on the small town in Nav-
arra to test their courage and their
capacity for alcohol. Their numbers
have also contributed to the danger:
no one died during the first few cen-

turies of the encierro, as the run is
known, but there have been 13 fatal-
ities since 1924. At least one person
is seriously injured each year, some
from bulls, some through being
trampled by fellow runners, and
others from the tradition of jump-
ing from the top of the Santa Cecilia
fountain in the often forlorn hope
that someone will catch them. The
origins of the encierro are entirely
practical. The bulls had to be herded
from the corral in the Plaza Santo
Domingo to the Plaza de Toros and
they were driven through the streets
with the aid of a few whacks from
rolled up newspapers. In due course
moreand more peoplejoinedinand
sothefiestawasborn.

Bill to outlaw smacking
of children failsin UK

REUTERS LONDON

Abidto outlaw the smacking of chil-
dren has failed in the House of
Lords. Instead, the Upper House
opted on Monday for a govern-
ment-backed compromise crafted
by Liberal Democrat Lord Lester, in
which peers voted to allow “mild
smacking”.

The move to ban parents from
smacking their children was defea-
ted, with 75 voting for the measure
and 250 against it. Peers then went
on to support the compromise sol-
ution with 226 votes versus 91 votes
against. Prime Minister Tony Blair’s
spokesman said the government
was opposed toatotal ban.

“The government wants to send
the signal that parents do have the
right to discipline children,” hesaid.
“We don’t want to criminalise par-
ents — the government believes
parents will recognise the distinc-
tion between discipline, which is
right, and hurting a child, which is

TonyBlairisagainstabanonsmacking
soasnotto “criminalise” parents / EFe

wrong,” headded.

Prime Minister Tony Blair’s
spokesman said on Monday the
government was opposed to a total
ban. “The government believes par-
ents will recognise the distinction
between discipline, which is right,
and hurting a child, which is
wrong,” hesaid.
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worked towards gaining the trust of the national
and the international residents.

his running mate for the November election. The two democrats will start
a multi-state tour today but the Kerry-Edwards ticket will be formally ap-
proved at the Democratic National Convention in Boston at the end of
July.“John has shown courage and conviction as a champion for middle
class Americans and those struggling to reach the middle class,” said John
Kerry. John Edwards is seen as someone who has the common touch and
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ith over a million deaths every
year, the rising number of road
accidents makes it the first
cause of accidental death all
over theworld. More people are killed by road
accidents than by wars, natural disasters,
murders, on-the-job accidents and sport re-
lated incidents. In short, it is the most com-
mon form of violent death in the world today
and the highest risk factor in modern society,
especially for the 16 to 35age group.

If that were not enough, a recent study has
calculated the annual global cost of road ac-
cidents to be 500,000 million dollars. In de-
veloping countries road accidents produce a
loss in resources that far outstrips the amount
received in development aid. Forecasts indi-
cate that by the year 2020, attending to road
accident victims will swallow a quarter of the
world’s health resources, undermining the fi-
nancial viability of public health systems
worldwide.

If one takes a broad view of the situation,
it is impossible to go on regarding this “cal-
culated massacre” asa transitory side-effect of
modern society that time and continued pro-
gress will eventually eliminate. Rather, it in-
creasingly seems to be an intrinsic element of
progress and consequently an essential fea-
ture in the 20th century development of the
automobile industry. The extraordinary ac-
cumulation of wealth brought on by the suc-
cessofthisindustrywould havebeen unthink-
able had there been precise regulations that
drastically limited the uncontrolled increase

JAUME CURBET

Death ontheroads: a calculated massacre
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in the number of vehicles, as well as their size
and speed — all of which are vital ingredients
for the danger created by the huge volume of
vehiclesincirculation.

In fact, the prosperity of the automotive
industry (which includes not only the man-
ufacturers of vehicles, but also the road build-
ers, those that manage the motorways, insur-
ance companies and the oil industry) entirely
depends on the simultaneous growth of the

THESTINGBYJAP

previously mentioned risk factors. In other
words, the industry needs to sell more and
more cars that become bigger and more pow-
erful over time.

Seen from this perspective, the limitations
of traditional road safety policies become ob-
vious: some 30 million dead and hundreds of
thousands injured, and for the most part dis-
abled for life, is the road safety balance of the
20th century. Itisall due to notaddressing the

VIEWPOINT

real root causes of danger on the roads, which
are the wanton growth in the number of ve-
hicles, their sizeand their performance.

What’s more, even the capacity to effec-
tively reduce risks to realisticachievablelimits
has been lacking. For example, no one has
come up with unavoidable obstacles for lim-
iting speed. So, instead of focusing on elim-
inating the dangers produced by vehicles,
road safety policy has merely tried to make the
risk generated by the mass use of vehicles
more tolerable. In a way, these policies con-
tain the possibility of politically questioning
the unsustainable cost for society (no only in
deadand disabled, butalso in the degradation
of the environment and the abuse of public
spaces) due to the limitless, incessant devel-
opmentoftheautomotiveindustry.

Thisishowitwillbe untilsuchapointthat,
asoneexpertsays: “inthehypothetical scenar-
io of a transparent and democratic political
process, without interference from advertis-
ing or corporations, it would not be possible
to rule out the establishment of certain legal
restrictions on the use of the automobile, as
has happened with firearms in culturally de-
veloped countries, or what has happened
more recently with tobacco.

Any movement in this direction would
mean enormous reductions in the volume of
business in the various markets and services
of the automotive industry.” As long as this is
not the case, the responsibility for this “calcu-
lated massacre” depends exclusively on the
discretion of drivers.
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ush will defeat Kerry in

the November presiden-

tial election with be-

tween 53% and 58% of

the vote, according to the mathe-
matical predictions of a group of so-
cial science researchers. It’s worth it
for us to bear their predictions in
mind, albeit with a grain of salt.
In 1996 they accurately predic-
ted Clinton’s win and in 1998 they
got it right again when they forecast
that Bush senior would confound
the negative polls. On the other
hand, four years ago they put Gore

above Bush, saying he would get
60% of the vote. This was so off the
mark that it’s impossible to use the
unexpected and inconclusive Flor-
idafactorasanexcuse.

Using elaborate mathematical
models that combine macroeco-
nomic data with political factors,
the researchers also manage to fac-
tor in the fatigue of being in power.
Just for the record, the wear and tear
on government is not so important
when it comes to re-election follow-
ing a first term; the difficulty arises
after asecond term when the major-

ity of the electorate want to see new
faces and so favour the alternative.

In any event, applying such cal-
culations here is highly unlikely in
that they are derived from political
models that assume candidates will
run competent election campaigns;
a far cry from the thoughtless im-
provisation seen in March. Equally,
the methodology would require
clear electoral rules, making situa-
tions like Maragall’sa posteriori vic-
tory an impossibility. Lucky them,
those thatlive in countries that hold
mathematics in such high esteem.
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Demand for holiday homes

causing housingshortages

Competition for land pushing up prices and driving away locals, says secretary of housing

REBECCAWARDEN

Demand for holiday homes on the
Costa Brava is making it difficult for
local people to find somewhere to
live, according to Ricard Fernandez,
secretary of housing at the Catalan
autonomous government or Gen-
eralitat. “There is a lot of competi-
tion for second homes - both from
foreign buyers and Catalans which
means that many people, especially
young people, end up having to
leave the coast,” he said.

Fernandez believes this phenom-
enonisalsoaproblem in other parts
ofthe Catalan coastand inland areas
such as the Ripolles and Cerdanya
districts near the Pyrenees.

The secretary of housing made
these comments yesterday when he
visited Parafrugell and Figueres in
order to present some new public
housing projects in this area ofthe
Baix Emporda. He welcomed the
willingness of the local authorities
to earmark land for this kind of
housing “because it will allow peo-
plein need to have access to housing
and it will mean some of the young
peopleofParafrugell willnothave to
leave in order to find a place to live,”
hesaid.

Signs that this process is under-
way elsewhere on the Catalan coast
was provided by the latest informa-
tion on house prices in the province
of Tarragona. The five places with
the biggest increase in property pri-
ces in Tarragona province last year
were all on the coast. Prices in Roda
de Bara increased by 21.4 percent in
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Holidayvillasinthevillage of Alcanarin Terres de I’lEbre where property prices have gone up by 18.3 percentin 2003

2003, while in Vandellos-L'Hospi-
talet del’'Infant they wentup by 21.2
per cent.

The Society of Valuers who pub-
lished this analysis of property pri-
ces on Monday believe that this
shows that coastal areas are becom-

ing increasingly desireable both for
investors and private buyers. The
figures also showed that property
prices in the city of Tarragona are
approaching the level of Barcelona
where people typically pay 3,098 eu-
ros per square metre. In the most

sought-after neighbourhood in the
city, the old quarters, prices have
reached 2,404 euros per square me-
tre and in the residental area of Vall
delArrabassada by the beach, prices
have have been known to reach
3,320 euros per square metre.

Catalan outward investmentincreasesin 2003,
while inward investment continues to decline

AGENCIES

Catalan investment abroad has held
its ground and even increased dur-
ing 2003 ata time when Spanish for-
eign investment has kept on drop-
ping.

Last year Catalan investorsinves-
ted a total of 3,643 million euros
abroad which is an increase of 3.86
per cent compared to the previous
year.

This upward tendency comes
against a backdrop of falling overall
foreign investment by Spain. In
2003, the figure was 24,340 million
euros compared to 41,686 in 2002.
This means that Spanish foreign in-
vestment has fallen toits 1999 levels.

The trend also means Catalonia

accounts for a larger proportion oif
total investment, accounting for
around 15% of the total, according
to Pere Esteve, Catalan minister of
trade, tourism and consumer af-
fairs.

He was speaking at a conference
on teh role of small and medium
companies in internationalising the
Catalan economy, held at the Cercle
dEconomia in Barcelona yesterday.

While 2003 was a good year for
exporting capital, Catalonia did not
do such a good job of attracting it.
In line with Spain, Catalonia has
been experiencing a steady decline
intheamountofforeign investment
it receives since 1999, although to-
day it is still home to around 3,000
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multinationals.

“Catalonia is changing from a
country which receives investment
to one which has the capacity to in-
vestabroad, inline with other grow-
ingeconomies,” said Esteve.

This change is particularly no-
ticeable in investment in industry
whichin 2003 reached 2,832 million
euros, an increase of 73.4 per cent.
This figure represents 77.7 per cent
of total investment abroad and 16.4
per cent of the total for Spain.

Smalland medium-sized compa-
niesarethe ones mostlikely toinvest
abroad, usually in other European
Union countries. These kind of
companies account for 74.8 per cent
of jobs in the Catalan economy, 8.4

per cent above the European aver-
age.

In recent years, Catalonia has
made significant progress in boost-
ingitsinvolvement in foreign trade.

Between 1995 and 2003, the
amount of exports have doubled
and since 1999, they have grown by
30 per cent. Pere Esteve expects that
future growth of the country will be
line with that of the world economy
fromnowon.

“The trends for the evolution of
Catalonia’s foreign trade are linked
to that of world trade,” he said, “In
theworld, tradeiscurrently growing
at a rate of 4.5 per cent, and in Cat-
alonia, itis growing at a rate of 4 per
cent,” hesaid

Salesfallin Eurozone

Retail sales in the Eurozone fell by
1.3% in May compared with the
previous month and by 0.9% in the
interannual rate according to data
on seasonal variations released by
Office of European Statistics (Euro-
stat). However, in the complete 25-
member European Union (UE-25),
retail sales fell by only 0.4% in May
inrelationto Apriland grewby 1.6%
in comparison with May 2003. The
food, drink and tobacco sectors saw
a drop of 0.8% in sales in the Euro-
zone, while sales in other areas saw
an overall decline of 1%. A country
by country breakdown of retail sales
shows variation across the board.
The UK and Sweden, for example,
saw a rise in sales of 1,2% and 0.9%
respectively, while Portugal (3.5%),
Germany (1.8%), Spain (1.6%) and
France (0.1%) all experienced a fall.
Figures for other European member
states are either confidential or not
availableaccording to Eurostat.

Visitor decline for beauty spot

Rural beauty spot, the Val d’Aran
has seen a 2% decline in hotel occu-
pancy this June compared with last
year according to Torisme Val d’Ar-
an. Manolo Espafiol, manager of the
tourist body, attributed the causes
of last month’s drop to the fact that,
“visitors were drawn away by the co-
incidence with the Whitsun celebra-
tionsin Barcelonaand thelast week-
end in May.” The Val d’Aran is a
popular destination with those
seeking magnificent scenery and
outdoor pursuits and a recovery
does appear to be underway as to-
day’s occupancy figures stand at
42% in comparison with the 36% in
June. Espafiol is confident that this
rise indicates a good summer is on
the cards, and expects July to end
with an occupancy increase of 3%.

Carregistrationincrease

The number of cars that have been
registered in Catalonia has in-
creased by 7% during the first six
months of this year, compared to
the same period last year. 121,500
cars have been registered this year,
whichis 8,000 morein the same per-
iodlast year, and 3,000 more during
the second half of last year. In Bar-
celona 94,300 cars were registered
during the first six months of this
year, 11,490 1in Girona, 4,715 in Llei-
da,and 10,900in Tarragona.
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United Nations expert urges Africa
toignoreits $20bn debtburden

UN special adviser Jeffrey Sachs has called on developed countries to cancel Africa’s debts

AGENCIES

A special adviser to the United Na-
tions secretary general, Kofi Annan,
has urged African countries not to
repay their foreign debt. Jeffrey
Sachs, an economic adviser to Mr
Annan, wants all developed coun-
tries to help Africa by cancelling its
debts. But he said if this advice is
brushed aside, Africa should then
ignore its $20 billon debt cri-
sis.“Economic analysis had shown
that it was impossible for Africa to
achieve its development goal of
halving poverty if it had to repay the
loans,” he said.“The time has come
to end this charade. The debts are
unaffordable. If they won’t cancel
the debts I would suggest obstruc-
tion; you do it yourself,” he added.

Mr Sachs said that such a course
of action was serious and responsi-
ble, providing that the money was
used transparently and channelled
only into urgent social needs.“Afri-
ca should say thank you very much
but we need this money to meet the
needs of children who are dying
right now so we will put the debt ser-
vicing payments into urgent social
investment in health, education,
drinking water, control of aids and
otherneeds,” hesaid.

But he denied that it would hin-
der Africa from borrowing money
from the capital markets in the fu-
ture.“They won’t be able to access
those markets anyway until the debt
is forgiven. There is no reason why
they shouldn’t be able to borrow
again provided the forgiveness was
negotiated in a cooperative man-

KofiAnnanisaimingto find asolutionto Africa’s debt crisis so that poverty can be reduced onthe continent

ner,” he said. Mr Sachs is a trouble
shooter for Mr Annan on issues of
global anti-poverty targets. He has
also called on the developed world
to double aid to Africa to $120 bil-
lion a year, to match commitments
madein 1970.

Amongst the governments of the

west there has been luke warm sup-
port for the idea of debt cancella-
tion. The British finance minister,
Gordon Brown, raised the issue be-
fore the recent summit of G8leaders
in the United States, but no decision
has been made. High profile figures
such as Bob Geldof and Irish singer

Bonohave called on governmentsto
do more to help Africa financial
plight. They formed a pressure-
group called DATA, standing for
Debt, Aid and Trade for Africa,
which aims to change government
policy towards Africa and to create
a commission for the continent.

Hikein petrol price
causes stocks to drop

REUTERS

Stocks fell on Tuesday as investors
were spooked by a hike in oil prices
to nearly $40 a barrel and a spate of
profit warnings, which hit technol-
ogy-related stocks. The tech-laced
Nasdaq Composite index fell more
than 2 per cent to its lowest point in
amonth. Shares of Veritas Software
fellabout 36 per cent, after the com-
pany said it will post weaker-than-
expected second-quarter results,
citing sluggish sales.

In addition, communication
chip makers were under pressure af-
ter Lehman Brothers said demand is
lackluster and cut its ratings on four
stocks. The Dow Jones industrial
average was down 67.17 points, or
0.65 per cent, at 10,215.66. The
Standard & Poor’s 500 Index was
down 9.90 points, or 0.88 per cent,
at 1,115.48. The technology-laced
Nasdaq Composite Index was down
41.13 points, or 2.05 per cent, at

1,965.53 — its lowest since June 3.
Oil prices rose after the weekend at-
tacks on Iraqi oil pipelines cut ex-
ports. Crude prices climbed more
than $1 a barrel on the New York
Mercantile Exchange to $39.50.
Crude oil is a component of almost
everysector of the economy, includ-
ing manufacturing and transporta-
tion, and higher oil prices can im-
mediatelyerode corporate profits. A
report on the vast US services sector
of the economy contributed to the
downbeat mood asit fell short of ex-
pectations. The Institute for Supply
Management’s monthly nonmanu-
facturing index fell to 59.9 in June
from 65.2 in May. Wall Street ana-
lysts had been looking for a dip to
63.0. “Concerns are starting to
mount that the economy does not
really have as big a head a steam as
everyone had hoped,” Paul Cher-
ney, chief market analyst at Stan-
dard &Poor’s, said.
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Talkstorid Middle East
of nuclear threat

REUTERS, TELAVIV

The head of the United Nations nu-
clear watchdog, Mohamed ElBara-
dei, is talking with the Israeli gov-
ernment as part of move to rid the
Middle East of atomic weapons. Is-
rael neither confirmsor deniesithas
nuclear weapons, under its policy of
“strategic ambiguity” but experts
are convinced the country has from
100 to 200 warheads, based on esti-
mates of the amount of plutonium
its reactors have produced. ElBara-
dei had wanted to get Israel to aban-
don their policy of ambiguity, west-
erndiplomatessaid.

But Israel says this is impossible
at present given the continued hos-
tility of the neighbouring Arab
world and Iran.“There are no signs
of a policy change in Israel,” said a
diplomat close to the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
which FlBaradei heads. Nuclear
whistleblower Mordechai Vanunu,

freed in April after an 18-year jail
term for spilling Israel’s nuclear se-
crets, urged ElBaradei to press for
access to the reactor at the heart of
thenuclear programm.

But the IAEA director, starting a
three-day visit that is his first to Is-
rael since 1998, said only that he had
come for consultations “on policy
issues”. His spokeman Mark Gwoz-
decky said he had no specific goals
in his talks with the Israelis.“He re-
alizes that the objectives are ambi-
tious and are going to be achieved
overnight. But he is willing to invest
thetimenecessary to make progress,
” said Gwozdecky. Israel is the only
Middle East country not to have
signed the nuclear Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty (NPT), which means it
does not have to open up its nuclear
program to UN inspectors. During
his visit, ElBaradei, will tour Israel’s
atomic facilities, except the reactor
inDimona.

Joblessratefallsin Germany

The unemployment rate in Germa-
ny has dropped to 10.2% as 59,700
people found jobs during June. The
total number of jobless is 4.2 mil-
lion. Figures published by the Fed-
eral Employment Agency show that
the jobless rate fell by 0.1% com-
pared to May. During the last twelve
months the number of unemployed
wentdown by 25,000. Frank-Jurgen
Weise from the Agency said the lat-
est fall for June was due to the tra-
ditional labour market spring in-
crease. But he warned that the eco-
nomic situation was still to weak to
generate full employment.

Salesboost for Mercedes

Global sales at DaimlerChrysler’s
prestigious Mercedes Car Group
rose 2% in June to 105,700 units, the
first year-on-year rise since Decem-
ber, the German-American car
maker announced. Sales of their
tiny “smart” cars rose by nearly 37%
t013,700last month, helpingto take
up the slack from the flagship Mer-
cedes-Benz line, whose sales eased
1.8% to 92,000. Unit sales at the di-
vision declined 3.4% in the first half
to 584,800 units as a result of model
changeovers. Daimler said that the
relaunch of Mercedes-Benz C-class
sedans, SLK roadsters and the new
four-door “smart” compact should
boost performance later this year.

Indian mobiles overtake fixed
The Indian government has con-
firmed that more of its citizens will
be using mobile phones than land-
lines by the end of the year. Around
7% of Indians now use telephones
compared to 1% less than a decade
ago, arise prompted by mobile tech-
nology. Among the new users are
rickshaw drivers and domestic ser-
vants.“The share of mobile phones
in the total number of telephone is
more than 45%,” an official said.
The mobile sector in India has ex-
panded to 79.4 million customers at
theend of May.

Publicsector tops sicklist

Public sector workers in Britain
took nearly 11 days off sick, nearly
50% more thanin the private sector.
Itis costing the taxpayer four billion
pounds a year, according to the
Chartered Institute of Personnel
and Development (CIPD). Last year
workers were sick on average 0f9.12
days. Colds and flu were the most
common illnesses as were stress re-
lated complaints. Heavy workloads,
pressure to meet targets and man-
agement style were at the root of
stress related illnesses, the CIPD
said.

French newspaper searched

The offices of French newspaper
L’Humanité have been searched as
part of an on-going investigation
into alleged embezzlement of the
works committee of Electricité de
France (EDF) and Gaz de France
(GDF). Judge Jean-Marie d’Huy
and fraud squad officers, searched
theoffices of the newspaper.
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Inmany homes En Patufet was much
morethanachildren’s magazine. It
becameaninstitution,whichdelighted
both childrenand adults witha good
sense of humour. “En Patufetreached
everywhereanddid notexclude

Onceupona

timeasmall
boynamed
Patufet...

Thanks to En Patufet many
peoplelearned Catalan

ANNAAGUILAR/RICARD VINAS
“Hasn’tyour grandma ever told you
who Patufetis? Well then, lamavery
smart, very charming and very
naughty boy. I promise youwe’ll tell
plenty of jokes if you join my com-
pany. One year after we first meet,
yowll have learned funnier and
more instructive things than in one
year at school.” Patufet, a literary
character after whose name the first
children’s magazine written in Cat-
alan was entitled, used these words
to introduce himself to his readers
one hundred years ago. The first is-
sue of En Patufet was available at the
newsstands on January 3rd 1904.
This first issue contained eight
16x11 cm two-color pages ant its
pricewas5 cents of peseta. “The ma-
gazine office was located at Rambla
de les Flors, 11, home of director
Aureli Campmany,” reveals Lluis
Sola in his book En Patufet. Antolo-
gia. However, the magazine rapidly
grew everywhere from page number
to price, and especially in print run.
In the first stage (1904-1938), 1,806
issues were published.

“Its objectives were to Catalanise,
to moralise and to teach,” says Sola.
Three generations of Catalans
learned Catalan reading En Patufet.
However, aswell asits pledge tonor-
malise the language, the magazine

decisively contributed to the spread
of Catalan reality and traditions
from the first decades of the 20th
century. The Spanish Civil War
meant an end to En Patufet. How-
ever, after many struggles, the ma-
gazine was published again between
1968and 1972. Upto 141 issueswere
published but it was not nearly as
successful as the first run. The cen-
sors shortened the name to Patufet,
since the original sounded too Cat-
alan. “They tried to link the new edi-
tion with that of 1939, as if nothing
had happened, which was a mis-
take,” Josep M. Cadena, an expert
on the magazine, says.
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Excellentillustration

Apart from the texts, an important aspect of the magazine’s suc-
cess was due to the illustrations. Joan G. Junceda, Gaieta Cornet
and Joan Llaverias were the illustrators. “They were the most
sought afterillustrators at the time. Junceda was simply the best,
his works are still artistically valid, although the jokes may seem
old-fashioned,” says magazine expertJosep Maria Cadena. How-
ever, otherillustratorsalso played animportantrolein the history
of the magazine. In the first stage, some of the other illustrators
were Ricard Opisso, Feliu Elies, Pere Prat, Lola Anglada, Joan Vila,
as well as Antoni Muntanyola, author of the character who gave
nameto the magazine. Inthe second stage, importantillustrators
were Urda, Bécquer, Moreno, Batllori, Abadal, Valenti Castanys
and Joaquim Muntanyola. The last two also wrote some articles
in Patufet.

Aquestnen és moltllest.
Nomeésté cincmesosija
caminatotsol.
Elmeuencara és més
llest. Podria corrersi
volgués perd séstima
més queelportin.

This little boyisvery
smart. He’sonly five
monthsoldandcan
alreadywalk.

Well, mineiseven
smarter.He could runif
hewanted, but prefersto
becarried.

@¢

Coverofthe1918calendar.Attheend of everyyear En
Patufetpublished aspecial calendar.

Papa, que em puccasaramb I’ avia, jo? /Tu, casar-te
amb lamevamare?/Que no es vacasaramb lameva,
vosté?Dad, may I marry grandma? / Youwantto marry
my mother?! / Why? Didn’tyou marry mine?

Novull que vagis a casade IEnric, perqué és molt dolent.
/Aixi, quevinguiacasaperqué joséc moltbo.ldon’t
wantyouto gotoHenry’splace, he’sabadboy. / Well
then, hecancomeoverhere because ’magood boy.
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Laportalands Deco to bring Barca
puzzleastep nearer to completion

We have to wait to see what the footballis like but Barcelona are proving adept at musical chairs

MICHAELBUNN

Now that Euro 2004 has lumbered
to an ungainly halt, the focus of the
football world turns to that annual
last-minute game of musical chairs
by which the clubs try and sort out
next season’s squads before they
break for holidays. However, at Bar-
celona the situation is more com-
parable to a fast-spinning revolving
door that is pulling in the new (Bel-
letti, Giuly, Deco and Larsson) and
flinging out the old (Cocu, Reiziger,
Mario, Kluivertand Overmars).

But Joan Laporta, the president,
is not just throwing his money
around. Together with coach Frank
Rijkaard he appears to be buying
wisely. Even so, therearestillanum-
ber of vacancies, such as a left-
footed central defender who would
free up Carles Puyol to play a deeper
role. Moving up into midfield, Bar-
¢a has to fill the gap left by the out-
going tough guy Edgar Davids.

The Deco-Ronaldinho pairing is
something that everyone is looking
forward to; itis expected to bea fluid
partnership which, backed up by the
solid midfield base of Xavi and In-
iesta, will both play freely in attack
and create chances for the forwards.
Theonly problemis, what forwards?
The rumour is that Javier Saviola
might be tempted to Valencia in its
first year under Claudio Ranieri,
which would mean that Bar¢a’s sole
striker would be Henrik Larsson,
who at 32 is not as agile as he was.
Larsson is going to find that defend-
ersin La Liga are quite a bit nimbler

l )
- e

— =

Milan Baros ofthe Czech Republicandjointtop scorerat Euro 2004, may be the solutionto Bar¢a’s lack of striking power

than their counterparts in Scotland.

Atthe momentitis Liverpool that
looks like being the solution to Bar-
¢a’s lack of a reliable goal scorer.
Since Liverpool’s new coach Rafa
Benitez is known to prefer a lone
striker, this means his new team

suddenly has a surplus of attackers
- Michael Owen, Milan Baros and
Djibril Cissé. But given Owen’s age
and his poor form, either the Czech
Baros (the joint top goal scorer at
Euro 2004) or Cissé would be pre-
ferable. Even better would be the

Spaniard Mista, who is apparently
unhappy with the contract that Va-
lencia have offered him for this year.
Whatdoes seem clear, atleast, is that
next year’s Barcelona will not be
comprised of Ronaldinho plus as-
sorted human luggage.

Armstrongtakes advantage as Spanishrival
loses time after crash on the cobblestones

REUTERS

France celebrated a home success as
sprinter Jean-Patrick Nazon snat-
ched the third stage of the Tour de
France yestreday but race favorite
Lance Armstrong had as much to
celebrate. The American, who
ended the day in fifth overall, not
only survived his first major obsta-
cle of the event - two treacherous
stretches of cobblestones during the
130-mile stage between Waterloo
and Wasquehal - but also saw one of
his most serious rivals run into
trouble.

Spain’sIban Mayo,whohumbled
the five-time Tour winner in the
Dauphine Libére race two weeks be-
fore the Tour, crashed about two

miles before the first of the cobbles
and lost nearly four minutes. The
Euskaltel team leader was able to
make it back on his bike with a cut
on his left thigh, but his crash in the
89th mile could not have taken place
at a worse time. Armstrong’s team-
mates Viaceslav Ekimovand George
Hincapie took command at a furi-
ous pace, splitting the bunch wide
open. Jan Ullrich’s T-Mobile team
and Tyler Hamilton’s Phonak
joined forces with Armstrong’s US
Postaland Mayo reached Wasqueh-
al three minutes and 53 seconds
adrift. With a 40-mile team time tri-
altoday, whichshould costhimeven
more time, Mayo’s chances are now
seriously hampered.
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Iban Mayo’s Euskaltelteam strikes out before his crash near Wasquehal yesterday

Florentino to sell off Figo?

Luis Figo might notbe going back to
Madrid after his holidays. Club
sources say that president Florenti-
no Pérezislooking forabuyer for his
first "galactico”, who he signed on
coming to the presidency in 2000.
Though Pérezcannotannounce this
officially until after the presidential
elections on 11 July, Figo is on the
list of players that do not enter into
the plans of the next Madrid coach,
José Antonio Camacho, and who he
wantsto sell off. Obviously he willbe
trying to get as much as possible for
Figobeforehepasseshissell-bydate.
Though the Portuguese had his mo-
ments during Euro 2004, the final
against Greece showed he is losing
pace and his ability to lose his mark-
er. Ideally, Pérez would like to use
Figo to finance the signing of Portu-
guese defender Ricardo Carvalho
whose estimated price is close on 50
million euros. Figo has always said
thathe wanted to play in the English
Premier League before he retires,
and Chelsea might be his next port
of call.

Rooneytoo expensive

Chelsea coach José Mourinho has
announced that the club will not be
bidding for England sensation
Wayne Rooney, as Chelsea cannot
meet Everton’s asking price of 50
million pounds. However, the Por-
tuguese coach said it was not only a
financial decision. ”It’s not just the
money, Rooney is a wonderful at-
tacking player, but we already have
players with these qualities.” Even
so,agapinthe Chelseaattackhasap-
peared since it was reported that
Herndn Crespo will probably be go-
ing to Milan on free transfer next
season. Meanwhile, despite recent
rumours in Barcelona about Edgar
Davids going to Chelsea, Mourinho
isnotkeen on the idea. ”I would not
likehimhere”, said Mourinho, ’he’s
agood player, but he would be play-
ing with Claude Makelele, and in
English football you can’t have two
midfield players who both measure
only170cm.”

Germany want Rehhagel

Otto Rehhagel, the German coach
who took Greece to their extraor-
dinary victory in Euro 2004, has be-
come the centre of a struggle be-
tween Germany and the Greek na-
tional side. In the last two days, Va-
sillis Galatsis, the head of the Greek
FA, said he would not let the Ger-
man coach go under any circum-
stances, and that Rehhagel would be
leading Greece into the 2006 World
Cup. However, there has been in-
creasing speculation in Germany
thatRehhagelisthe preferred choice
to succeed Rudi Véller, who re-
signed a fortnight ago after the Ger-
man team’s embarrassing defeat
against a team made up of Czech
substitutes.
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WEDNESDAY

Concerts

BARCELONA

»La Pedrera. Fundacio Caixa Catalunya.
Music from around the world , as part of the
cycle of concerts The Pedrera by Night.
C/Provenca, 261 Eixample. Friday and Satur-
day, 9.30 pm-12 pm. Tickets: 10 euros (re-
freshments included). Until August 28th. Tel-
ephone: 902400973

»CaixaForum. Concert by Said Hafid and El
Ghami - Muslim chants, as part of Mdsiques
per a unes nits d’estiu. At 10:30 pm. Avda.
Marqués de Comillas, 6-8.

»Jamboree. Concertby Afroblue, latinjazz. At
11pm.Pl.Reial, 17.

»JazzRoom-La Covadel Drac. Jazzjam ses-
sion, coordinated by ToniSola. AT 11 pm. Vall-
major, 33.

»Jazz SiClub. Jazzand latin Jazzjam session,
by Ivan Rojas. At 7:30 pm. Requens, 2.
»L’Hivernacle de la Ciutadella. Concert by
Lluis Coloma Trio, as part of Jazz a I'Hiverna-
cle. At10:30 pm.Pg. Picasso, s/n.

»La Boite. Fusion concert by Gorkhiru. At 12
am.Avda. Diagonal, 477.

»London Bar. Latino concert by Regla Cum-
ba. Ar 12:30 am. Nou de la Rambla, 34.
»Los Tarantos. Jazz concert by Llibert Fortu-
ny Electric Quartet.

»Moog. Concert by Dj’s Colin Dale, Purpur. At
1am. G/ Arc del Teatre, 3.

»Plaga Comas. Concert by Ensemble Scan-
dicus - medieval music. At8 pm.

»Rita Blue. Concert by Free Jazz Live. At
10:30 pm. Plaga SantAugusti, 3.

»Sala Caja Madrid. Concert by Sara Flores,
as part of Joves flamencos a Caja Madrid. At
7:30pm.PI. Catalunya, 9.

»Sidecar. Electronic concert by Santosgon-
zélez, as part of Electronic bands: Live! At
10:30pm.

FIGUERES

»Plaga Josep Pla. Traditional music by Nea-
politano Baumann - Russia. At 10 pm.

GIRONA

»Davesa-Numunit. Concert by Pastora. At 11
pm.

»Festival of World Sacred Music. At the ca-
thedral of Girona. Dates: from June 29th until
July 10th.

Dance

BARCELONA

»Centre Cultural de les Corts. Sobre las mu-
jeres - Oriental dance by Rashira Aharrat. At
9:30 pm. Dolors Masferrer, 33.

»Plaga Molina. Nit / dansa, peformance in-
cluding various kinds of dance: funky, hip-
hop, break dance, claqué, modern. At 9:30
pm.

Children

GIRONA
»Museu del Cinema. Film projections as part
of Animac mobil2004.

Theatre

BARCELONA

»Tantarantana Teatre. The play Buits, by the
theatre company Teatre de Calaix. Directed by
Lurdes Barba. Until June 27th. Tickets: 10-16
euros. Nou Tantarantana Teatre-C/ Flors, 22
- Ciutat Vella. Telephone: 93 441 70 22.
»Artenbrut Teatre. La dona com a camp de
batalla, by Matéi Visniec. Thursday to Satur-
day 9 pm. Sundays 6 pm. Until July 25th. Perill

Recommended | v.toror

Music legend Bob Dylan at Poble Espanyol

® Bob Dylan, one of the most important mu-
sicians of the last five decades, is set to perform
tonight in Barcelona. Bob Dylan’s influence on
rock music is immense. At the age of twenty-five,
he already was the most important voice of
his generation and during his career he revo-
lutionized lyrical style and redefined the role
of the singer. Many of his songs became popular

Courses & workshops for
children at Museu Egipci

® The Museu Egipci will organise this summer
various courses and workshops for children. The
activities aim to familiarize children between
five and thirteen years old to the world of Ancient
Egypt through games and interactive activities.
The children from five to twelve will be able
to do workshops of mythology, religion, hye-
rogliphs, while teenagers can do introductory
courses to archaeology and hyerogliphic writing
through theory and practical activities.

standards, and his albums became classics of
rock-and-roll canon. Dylan’s influence throug-
hout folk and country music was equally po-
werful, and he marked a turning point in the
20th century music evolution. The well-known
Spanish duo Amaral will open the show. The
performance will take place at 10:00 pm at Poble
Espanyol, as part of Forum 2004.

Updated version of 1001
nights at Teatre Lliure

® The Mar Gémez dance company presents at
Teatre LliureDespués te lo cuento, a show closely
inspired by the 1001 nights,which tells the story
of Scherezade, a girl who witnesses a crime
and decides to take revenge by getting a job
as a check-out girl in the murderer’s super-
market. The choreographer Lindsey Tremp and
Xavier Martinez, director of choreography, say
the performance is risky, combining original
set design, dance and lighting. 7-10 July.

9.Tel.934576516. Tickets: 16.

»Centre Civic del Guinardé. Dea Cirkus Miil-
ler by Pendéncias company. Based on Heiner
Miiller work. At 10 pm. Av. Mare de Déu de
Montserrat, 134. At9:30 pm.

»Club Capitol. Maca, per favor...els postres,
by Total Memos company. Wednesdays to
Saturdays 9:30, Sundays 6:30. Until July
18th. Rambles 138. Tel. 934 122 038. Tick-
ets:18-20.

»Espai Escenic Joan Brossa. Amor Matern,
by August Strindberg. Tuesday to Saturday 9
pm, Sunday 7 pm. Tickets: 9-16 euros. Dates:
Until July 25th. Allada Vermell 13. Tel. 93 301
0164.

»Gran Teatre del Liceu. Compariia Nacional
de Danza. Monday to Friday 8:30 pm, Sunday
5 pm and 8:30 pm. Check for tickets. Dates:
until July 7th. Rambles 51-59. Tel. 93 485 99
00.

»Jove Teatre Regina. £/ vestit nou de I'em-
perador, after Hans Christian Andersen’s tale.
Thursday to Sunday 7 pm. Until July 18th.
Séneca22.Tel.932181512.

»Sala Muntaner. Cancons dedicadas , by
Franz Xavier Kroetz. Wednesday to Saturday
9:30 pm, Sunday 7 pm. Check for tickets.
Dates: until July b25th. Muntaner 4. Tel. 933
235227.

»Teatre Apolo. Amory fuego, by Manolo Car-
rasco (pianist). Tuesdays 9:30 pm, Wednes-
days 6 and 9:30 pm, Thursdays 9:30 pm, Fri-
days 10 pm, Saturdays 7:30 and 10:30 pm,
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Sunday 7 pm. Tickets: 18-24 . Until August
1st. Paral-lel 59.tel. 934417992

»Teatre Nou Tantarantana. Diktat, by Enzo
Corman. Wednesday to Saturday 9 pm, Sun-
day 7 pm. Until August 22nd. Tickets: 13-16.
C/delesFlors,22.Tel.934417022.

»Teatre Tivoli. Fama.El musical. Wednes-
days to Fridays 9:30 pm, Sat 6:30 and 10 pm,
Sun6:30 pm. Tickets: 20-30. Checkfor dates.
Casp8.Tel.934122063.

Miscellaneous

BARCELONA

»Caixaforum. Projection of Bill Viola, El Jove.
As part of Arts Visuals. At 10 pmand 11 pm.
Avda. Marqués de Comillas, 6-8.

»Institut Franceés. Film projection Tout prés
des étoiles. Les danseurs de I'Opéra - docu-
mentary by Niels Tavernier, France, 2001,
original version. At9:30 pm. Moia, 8.
»Institut Goethe. Arquitectura i sostensibili-
tat. Free entrance. Closed on Sundays. Dates:
until September 5th. Manso 24-28. Tel. 932
926006.

»Sala Montjuic (Castell de Montjuic). Open
airfilm projection: Underground, by Emir Kos-
turica. As part of Cinema a I'aire lliure ses-
sions. At10pm.

GIRONA

»Museu del Cinema. Film projections - selec-
tion of the best making off. 10 am-8 pm.
ROSES

»Placa de les Botxes. Film projection: The

Soul of a man, by Wim Wenders. As part of
the 12th Blues Festivalin Roses. At 11:45 pm.
SITGES

»Sitgestiu Cultura. Summer festival includ-
ing various activities such as guided tours- La
RutaModernista (every Monday until Septem-
ber 30th), concerts- Concerts al Museu Cau
Ferrat (Mondays at 7:30 pm). Tel. 93811 33
11.

Exhibitions

BARCELONA

»Museu Barbier-Mueller Art Precolombi.
Exhibition Imdgenes del cuerpo, by Robert
Wilson. Wednesday to Saturday 10am-6pm.
Tickets: 1,50-3 euros. G/ Montcada, 14 - Ciu-
tatVella. Until July 31st.

»Macha - Museu d’Art. Exposition Arte y uto-
pia: la accion restringida. Until September
12th. Tickets: 4-7 euros. Macba, PI. Angels,
1-CiutatVella.

»Centre d’Art Santa Monica. 76 factures, by
Maria Eichhom. Until September 26th. Rbla.
StaMonica, 7.

»Casa Batllé. Exhibition and guided tour The
attics and the chimneys. From Monday to
Sunday 9am-8pm. Passeig de Gracia43. Fore
more details calltel. 93216 0306.

»Centre Cultural Caixa Catalunya. £/ Cos e/
cosmos. Artescultoric del Méxic precolombi.
Tickets: free. Dates: Until October 10th. Prov-
enca261-265.Tel. 934845995.

»Centre d’Art Centre Monica. Apparent Phe-

CULTURAL CENTRES

Articket. www.articketbcn.es

MACBA (Museu d’Art Gontemporani de
Barcelona). Plaga dels Angels. Tel. 93
412 08 10. www.macba.es

CCCB. (Centre de Cultura
Contemporania de Barcelona).
Montalegre 5. Tel. 93 306 41 00.
www.cccb.es

Fundacié Joan Miré. Parc de Montjuic,
s/n. Tel. 93 443 94 70.
www.ben.fimiro.es

Fundacié Antoni Tapies. Aragd 255.
Tel. 934 870 315.
www.fundaciotapies.org

Palau Robert (Catalan Information
Centre) aims to provide all the
information needed to enable residents
and visitors alike to get to know
Catalonia. Passeig de Gracia, 107. Tel.
93233 8091.
www10.gencat.net/probert/angles

Gran Teatre del Liceu (Opera House).
La Rambla, 51-59. Tel. 93 485 99 00.
www.liceubarcelona.com.

L’Auditori. Lepant, 150. Tel 93 247 93
00. L'Auditori, opened in 1999, is the
city's new cultural complex in Barcelona
and one of the most popular musical
venues in the country. www.auditori.org

Museu Picasso. Montcada, 15-23. Tel
933196310. www.museupicasso.bcn.es

La Pedrera (Casa Mila). Provenca, 261 .
Tel 902 400 973.

Museu d’Historia de Catalunya. PI. de
Pau Vila, 3 (Palau de Mar). Tel. 93 225
47 00193 225 47 26 | 93 225 47 32.
www.mhcat.net

Museu Egipci de Barcelona (Egyptian
Museum). Valencia, 284. Tel. 93 488 01
88. www.fundclos.com

MNAC (Museu Nacional d’Art de
Catalunya). Palau Nacional, Parc de
Montjuic. 93 622 03 76. www.mnac.es.

Museu Maritim. Av. de les Drassanes
s/n. Tel. 933 429 920.
www.diba.es/mmaritim/english/index.htm

Teatre Nacional de Catalunya. PI. de
les Arts, 1. Tel 933 06 57 06. Ticket
sales: 902 33 22 11 or
WWW.Servicaixa.com

Caixaforum. Avda. Marqués de
Comillas, 6-8. Tel. 93 476 86 00.

Sagrada familia.
www.sagrafafamilia.org

Museu del Ferrocarril (Railway
Museum). Pl Eduard Maristany,
Vilanova i la Geltrd. 93 815 84 91.
www.ffe.es/vilanova

Museu del Cinema. C/Séquia, 1, 17001
Girona. Tel. 972 412 777.
www.museudelcinema.org

Museu del Call. C/Forga, , 8, 17004
Girona. Tel. 972 21 67 61.
callgirona@ajgirona.org.

Centre Cultural Caixa de Girona.
C/Ciutadans, 19 17004 Girona Tel. 972
20 98 36.
www.fundaciocaixadegirona.org/cultura

Museu Dali. Opened in 1974, The
Museu Dali contains the broadest range
of the artistic career of Salvador Dali,
from his earliest works and his
creations within the Surrealist
movement up to his last works. Tel. 972
677 500. www.salvador-dali.org

TARRAGONA

Museu Nacional Arqueologic de
Tarragona. Placa del Rei, 5 (Tarragona).
Very important archaeological collection
from Tarraco, the capital of Roman
Spain. Tel 977 23 62 09. www.mnat.es
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nomena, by Joao Tabarra. Until September
26th. RblaSantaMonica, 7.

»Col.legi d’Arquitectes. L 'explosio de la ciu-
tat (The Exploding City). Until September 11th.
Closed on Sundays. Free entrance. Pl. Nova
5.Tel.933015000.

»Fundacio Joan Mird. Manifest groc. Dali,
Gasch, Montanya i I'antiart. Until September
26th. Parc de Montjuic. Tickets: 3,6 . Colsed
onMondays. Tel. 9344394 70.

»Galeria d’Art Contemporani Maria Villalba i
Badia. Painting exhibition Tung Wen Margue.
Monday to Friday 12-14 pm and 6-9 pm. Bai-
len, 110 (Eixample). Tel. 93 457 51 77.
www.galeriavillalba.com.

»Institut Frances. Boyzone. Imatges del cos,
by Clarisse Hahn . Closed on Saturdays and
Sundays. Dates: until September 22nd. Moia
, 8. Free entrance. Tel. 93 542 7 1 71.
»Mnac. Festins, rituals, cerimonies. Ancient
bronze works from Shangai. Tickets: 4,20.
Closed on Mondays. Until September 12th.
Palau Nacional de Montjuic. Tel. 93 22 03 60.
»Palau Robert. Centre d’informacid de Cata-
lunya. Mercats de la Mediterrania. Until Au-
gust31st.

»Palau Robert. Exhibition space Catalunya
Propostes. Until July 11th. Passeig de Gracia
107. www. gencat.net/probert. Tel. 932 388
091.0penMon-Sat, 10am-7 pm, Sun &pub-
lic holidays 10 am-2.30 pm. Free entrance.
»Palau Robert. La vitrina del fotograf: Manuel
Outumuro. Until July 20th.

»Pare Miquel Library. Africa portes endins,
every day photos about African villages. Until
July 18th.

CADAQUES

»Meifrén exhibitionroom. Dalii Gala: 40anys
de vida en comu, by Arturo Caminada. Until
January 23rd 2005.

»Museu de Cadaqués. Dali desconegut. Until
November2nd.

CALELLA DE PALAFRUGELL

»Jardibotanic de Cap Roig (Botanical garden
of Cap Roig). Sculpture exhibition by Miquel
Berrocal. Until September 13th.

FIGUERES

»Museu del Joguet de Catalunya. Exhibition
Els vint primers anys de Salvador Dali. Until
September 30th.

»Museu Emporda. Exhibition £/ Pais de Dali,
aspartof Any Dali (The Year Dali). Until August
29th.

GIRONA

»Patronat Municipal Call de Girona, Centre
Bonastruc ga Porta. £/ secret dels llibres. Els
documents amagats dels jueus a Girona. 10
am-6 pm. Sunday and holidays 10 am-3 pm.
Dates: until September 30th.

»Espais. Fundacié d’Art contemporani. fFo-
tografies i videoprojeccions de Marcel Dal-
mau. Until September 10th.

»Fundacié "La Caixa”, sala Girona. Exhibi-
tion Matisse. Els llibres il.lustrats. Until July
25th. Tel. 90222 3040.

»Museu de I'Art. La llegada del Pop Arta Cat-
alunya. Until September 12th.

»Museu del Cinema. Tomas Mallol Collec-
tion. Dali i les il.lusions (0ptiques). Tuesday
to Friday, 10 am-6 pm. Dates: until September
12th.

SANT CUGAT DELVALLES

»Biblioteca del Mil.lenari. Exhibition Llibre
gegant. Until July 31st.

»Museu de Sant Cugat-Monestir and Casa
Aymat. Exhibition Grau-Garriga. Until Nevem-
ber14th. As partof Grau-Garriga year.

SITGES

»Mercat Vell. Exhibition Fradogo, 40 anys
d’expressionisme catala. Until July 11th.
TARRAGONA

»Exhibition Vita Romani. Vida dels Romans.
At Forum Provincial (Pretori roma). Pictures
by Peter Connolly. Until September 30th.
»Antiga Audiéncia. 700 imatges del Delta.
Until July 31st.

»Museu d’Art Modern de Tarragona. Exhib-
ition Biennal d’Art 2004. Until August 29th.
vic

»Fundacio La Caixa. Exhibition La vida de les
formes (1892-1972), by Dutch artist Escher.
Tuesday to Friday 5 pm-9 pm, Saturday at 10
am, 2 pm, 5 pm and 9 pm, Sundays and holi-
days 11 am-2pm. Until July 18th.

»Museu d’Art de la Pell. Exhibition Antoni Ta-
pies, cos i llenguatge. Until September 12th.

e
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Parliament of the World’s Religions

® Today the Parliament of World Religions gets underway,
where representatives of all religions will sit and talk about
current international conflicts. The dialogues, which are ex-
pected to attract about 8,000 people, will feature important
names such as the Nobel Prize Winner Shirin Abadi. The
world foremost authority on Buddhism, Dalai lama, cancelled
his participation to the dialogues for health reasons. More
than five hundred activities are scheduled, including conferences
held by worldwide personalities, celebrations, rituals and many
more activities focused on religious identity. Fore more details

check www.unescocat.org ® M. T.

Guided tours

PALAMOS
»Guided tours to the port and Museu de la
Pesca. Every day, until August 31st. Mondays
in English. Tuesdays in German. Thursday in
French, Fridayin Catalan. No previous booking
required.

Forumsite

CIRCUS

»Grottesco, by Spanish company Monty &
Cia. The magic of the circus inten stories. Site
- Marina stage (Port Area). Dates: Until July
18th.

KABARET

»Elisa Lucinda. Poet and actress. Site: Cab-
aret (Port Area). Dates: until July 18th.
»Esma Redzepova. Also called the "Gypsy
Queen”. Her music is passionate, erotic and
joyful, rooted in the traditions of India. Site:
Cabaret (Port Area). Dates: until July 18th.
»Hildes Kappes. Site: Cabaret (Port Area).
Until July 18th.

»Leslie Bee. Site: Peace Port (Port Area).
Dates: until July 18th.

Music

»Arab Orquestra of Nazareth. Led by Suheil
Radwan, it includes popular voices from Na-
zareth, Haifa, Acre and Galilee. Site: Haima
Stage (The Plaza).

PERMANENT PERFORMANCES

»Move the World (Omkarakala), by Hansel
Cereza and Alfons Flores. Moving the World
is a construction of a 30 metres sphere which
emerges fromthe port’s waters every evening
atthe sunset.

»Fantotems. Marionetas gigantes en el puer-
to. The Fantotems are six giant puppets, some
10 metres high, in a performance designed by
Joan Baixas. Until September 26th. Site - Pan-
gealsland/Rompeolas (Auditorium Park).
»Day Parade (Pasacalle de Dia)- Higroma.
A daytime parade of giant invertebrates that
calls for the spectators participation. Site
[tinerant.

»NightParade (Passacalle de noche) - Sum-
mer Night's Dream, by Sémola Teatre. It rep-
resents the conflicts of daily life by displaying
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high-impact scenographic installations
throughout the port area. Site - Itinerant.
»The Giant of the Seven Seas. A show by La
Machine and Escarlata Circus. The Giant ofthe
7 Seas emerges every day from the waters of
the Large Auditorium to make us reflect upon
the degradation of the sea. Site - Large Audi-
torium. Two to four performances daily.
» The Memory Tree. The Tree of Memory, a
living manifesto of sustainability and environ-
mentalism, is a project by Els Comediants.
Site-Auditorium Park Area. Two to four times
daily.

STREET PERFORMANCES

»El Bosco. Viaje al infierno. By Discipulos de
Morales company. Ittakes up EI Bosco’s Gar-
den of Earthly Delights in a three dimensional
interpretation based on street theatre. Site:
Haima (Esplanade Area). Dates: until July
18th.

»El Teatro de Automatas. Gonzalo Canas has
been collecting and restoring mechanical the-
atre objects since 1992, and currently owns
Spains last remaining theatre of automata.
Site: Talismans Plaza (Esplanade Area).
Dates: until July 18th.

»Le Manége d’Andréa. Built under the super-
vision of Francois Delaroziére, the Eureka car-
ousel guarantees anyone who chooses to
climb aboard an extraordinary journey. Dates:
From June 15th to September 26th. Site- Con-
vention Center Boulevard (Entrance Area)
»Annibal. Opositos enormous mechanical
elephants parade to the beat of a group of In-
dianmusicians and dancers. Dates: Until Sep-
tember29th. Checkfor schedule.

»Le Zaka. Exhibition of exotic funeral masks,
andtraditional dance onthe music ofthe group
Makava. Ronda Port (Port Area). Until July
22nd.

THEATRE

»Libertas Libertatis. Yeses is the theater
troupe of the Madrid Women’s Penitentiary.
Established in 1985 as a workshop inside the
prison, today itis aconsolidated company that
combines inmates with drama professionals.
Until July 22nd. Site: Theatre (Entrance Area).

»Metamorphosis.By Russian company Tehb

Teatre. The painter creates a variety ofimages
on the screen using different techniques of
shadow theatre and graphic design. Site: The-
atre (Entrance Area). Until July 20th.

»Paren de falar mal da rotina. By Elisa Lu-
cinda. Site: Theatre. Until July 21st.

Forumdialogues

BARCELONA

»Parliament of World Religions. Pathways
to peace: the wisdom of listening, the power
of commitment. Until July 13th. Site: Conven-
tions Centre (Entrance Area).

Foruminthecity

EXHIBITION

»Ladies of the Nile. Women and Goddesses
of Ancient Egypt. The exhibition reveals new
aspects of the life of women in ancient Egypt:
their legal position. Until September 26th. The
Egyptian Museum of Barcelona.

EXHIBITIONS

»At War. The exhibition is focused on the dif-
ferent stages of a conflict. CCCB (Centre de
Cultura Contemporanla de Barcelona). Dates:
until September 19th. Tickets: 3-4 euros.
»Ethnic. Ethnographic material from the col-
lections of Barcelona’s Museum of Ethnology.
Until September 24th. In the city . Museum of
Ethnology

»Objects/Subjects. ABarcelona design per-
spective. Museum of Decorative Arts.Until
December31st.

»The Exploding City. Recent territorial trans-
formations in the urban regions of southern
Europe. Col-legi d’Arquitectes de Catalunya.
Until September 29th.

musIc

»Bob Dylan. Poble Espanyol. At 10 pm. Tick-
ets:40.

Forum-grec’04

THEATRE

»Veinte poemas de amor y una cancion de-
sesperada, by Pablo Neruda. With Fermi Re-
ixach. In Spanish. Dates: from July 7th until
July 11th. Wednesday to Saturday 9:30 pm.
Sundays 6:30 pm. Teatre Lliure - Espai Lliure.
Plaga Santa Madrona, 40-46. Tickets: 12-15

MUusIC

»Bebel Gilberto. Until July 14th. At 10 pm.
Tickets: 15-36 . Teatre Grec. Passeig de Santa
Madrona, 38.

»Shakti. Also performing: John McLaughlin
and Zakir Hussain. Jazz fusion with Indian in-
fluences. July 12th. At 10 pm. Tickets: 15-40

THEATRE

»Amnésia de fuga. Directed by Roger Bernat.
At Teatre Ovidi Montllor. In Catalan and Hindu.
At 9 pm. Tickets 18 . Margarida Xirgu, s/n.
»Bagdad Café. The Musical, by Percy Adlon
and Eleonore Adlon. At Barcelona Teatre Mu-
sical. Until July 25th. No shows on Thursday
1st July and Wednesday 7th. Tuesday to Fri-
day 9:30 pm. Saturdays 6:30 pm. Saturday
3rd July at 10 pm. Sundays 6:30 pm. Tickets:
20-50. Av.delaGuardiaUrbana, s/n.
»Después te lo cuento, by Mar Gdmez com-
pany. Until July 10th. At 9 pm. Tickets: 19 .
Marcatde les Flors. C/Lleida, 55.

»El Rei Lear, by William Shakespeare. Direc-
ted by Calixto Bieito. Until August 1st. Tuesday
to Friday 9:30 pm, Saurday 10 pm, Sunday
6:30pm. Tickets: 10-28.

»Esthetic Paradise, by Victoria Szpunberg.
Directed by Carol L6pez. With Mia Esteve and
MarUlldemolins. Dates: fromJuly 7th until Au-
gust 1st. Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 pm. Sun-
days 7:00pm. SalaBeckett. Alegre de Dalt, 55.
Tickets: 16.

»Fortuna accidental, at Villarroel Teatre.
Written and directed by Manuel Dueso.From
July 1st to August 1st. Tuesday to Saturday
at 10 pm. Sundays at 8 pm. Tickets: 17-21 .
Villarroel, 87.

»Genova 01, by Fausto Paravidino. Directed
by Carme Portacelli. Dates: 8th, 9th and 10th
July. At 10 pm. Tickets: 22 . Teatre Grec. Pg.
de SantaMadrona, 38..

»Teatro de los sentidos. La memoria del
vino. Poble Espanyol. From July 1st to July
31st. Monday to Saturday 8 pm. Tickets: 20
.Av.Marqués de Comillas s/n.

USEFUL NUMBERS

National railway ......c.ceueeessnsssanens 902 240 202
Traffic 900 123 505
Directory INQUIriES .......ucucuemsrisssmsssessssaannns 11818
International Directory Inquiries .........cuuuu.. 11825
Citizens Advice 012
Weather Forecast...........couucuniruaannad 935 676 090
Aids Helpling ....ccoucummusssssssssssanss 900 2122 22

Emergencies (Fire, Ambulance,

Police and all other emergencies)..........c.uen. 112
Police (Mossos d’ESquadra)........cueuemssesusennd 088
Fire Brigade 080/085
Police (Guardia Urbana)........cc.ccumersuesssessanas 092
Australia 93 49090 13
Gran Via de Carles Il 98, 98

Austria 93 45372 94
C/Mallorca 214, atic 1*

Belgium 93 467 70 80
C/Diputacid, 303, 1r, barcelona@diplobel.org

Canada 93 204 27 00
C/Elisenda de Pinds, 10, bcncon@sefes.es

China 93 254 11 99
Av. Tibidabo, 34, 08002

Denmark 93 488 02 22
Rambla Catalunya 33, 3r 13,

Finland 93 443 15 98
G/Puig i Xoriguera, 17

France 93 270 30 00
Ronda Universitat, 22 B, 4t, info@consulfrance-harcelone.org
Germany 93292 10 00

Passeig de Gracia, 111, 1r, consalem_bcn@inicia.es

Holland 93 363 54 20
Av. Diagonal, 601, 4t, nigovbar@intercom.es

India 9321209 16
G/Teodor Roviralta, 21-23

Ireland 93 491 50 21
Gran Via Carles 111, 94,108 2%, cons.irl@webcat.es

Italy 93 467 73 05
C/Mallorca, 270, 1r 12 cgbarsegreteria@infonegocio.com
Japan 93 280 34 33
Av. Diagonal, 662-664, 3r ( edifici Planeta)

New Zealand.......c.ccouueensssesssessennas 93 209 03 99
Travessera de Gracia, 64, 2n 2°, avolta@bufetevolta.com
Morocco 93 289 25 30
C/Bejar, 91, belkhalfi@hotmail.com

Norway 93 237 54 45
(C/Balmes, 184, 5¢ 2%, cons.gral.bcna@terra.es

Pakistan 93 457 42 30
C/Corsega , 366 atic

Russia 93 280 54 32
Av. Pearson, 34,

Sweden 93 488 25 01
G/Mallorca, 279, 4t 3%, gkbarcelona@mail.com
Switzerland 93 490 06 50

Gran Via de Carles IIl, 94, 78, vertretung@bar.rep.admin.zh

South Africa 93 506 91 00

Parc Empresarial Mas , agorea, 6

UK 93 366 62 00
Av. Diagonal, 477, 138, barcelonaconsulate@ukinspain.com
us 93 280 22 27

Passeig Reina Elisenda, 23, consulbarcel@state.gov
www.easyjet.com 902 299 992
www.basiqair.com,
Wwww.ryanair.com
www.jet2.com...........
www.virgin-express.com..
www.vueling.com ........
www.hapag.lloyd.com.
www.britishairways.com..
www.lufthansa.com.....
www.alitalia.com.
www.kim.com......
www.iberia.com ..
www.airfrance.com..

002 020 264
902 888 459
933787878

...900 303 020
...902 100 323
...902 222 747
...902 400 500
....... 901 11 22 66

Lost Property 010
Barcelona El Prat airport.................. 93 298 38 38
EUrO LiNeS ...coccnummmnimssmssssssssssssansnns 902 405 040
Port 93 306 88 00
Bus Station..........coceonenmenesssesssessnenss 902 260 606
Trasmediterranea.........ccocoveeseesessns 93 295 91 05
Taxis 93 481 00 85
Duty Pharmacies........cuumsesassnanss 93 481 00 60
=110 1T 900 77 00 77
Water 900 700 720

93265 11 11
Gas 900 750 750
Telefonica 1002
Lost/Stolen credit cards........couuruunes 91581 18 11

...906 301 282
..93 238 40 00

Barcelona Tourist Office...
Catalunya Tourist Office...

Women's Helpline ........coocuinnsniesanns 93 290 36 99
Bus station ... 972212 319
Girona-Costa Brava Airport .............. 972 186 600
Ryanair. 972 062 010
Taxi Girona 972 203 377
Tourist Office. 97222 65 75
TARRAGONA
Bus Station ... 977 22 91 26

Tourist Office.. 977 23 2143
977 24 52 03
Taxis 977221414
Reus Airport 977 77 98 00
Port 901 166 658
977 259 462
| LLEbA |
Taxis 972 20 30 50
Bus Station..........cocomenmmensesnsenssessnenss 973 268 500
High Speed Railway. ..902 24 02 02
Tourist Office ....corummninesrisssssisanns 902 25 00 50




CATALONIA TODAY
Wednesday 7 July 2004

WHAT’S ON

15
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Unconditional love

® Unconditional Love is a comic murder-mystery which
stars Kathy Bates as Grace Beasly - a middle-aged
woman from Chicago, whose only joy in life comes
from listening to the songs of Victor Fox, a Vegas
style showman. But Grace’s life is soon crattled with
a series of crises. First, her husband (Dan Aykroyd)
leaves her and then her son is having marital problems.
Finally Grace seems to take a break, as she gets
a front row ticket to see the singer she worships

Kathy Batesina scen-e ottlie iIm

perform on a local TV show. However, she never
gets to see him, as he turns out to be the latest
victim of a serial killer. Completely devastated, Grace
impetously decides to do something totally unexpected
and get out of her routine: she is flying to Victor’s
home town in Wales for the funeral. Paying an uninvited
visit to the star’s countryside estate, she discovers
Dirk Simpson (Rupert Everett) Fox’s gay secret lover,
also shocked by the murder, whom she convinces
to go to Chicago and track down Victor’s killer. The
film is directed by P.J. Hogan, who obtained his first
worldwide success with Muriel’s Wedding in 1994.

Shrek 2

USA, 2004. 105'. Dir.: Andrew Adamson, Kelly AS-
bury, Conrad Vernon. Shrek and Princess Fiona re-
turn from their honeymoon. After battling a fire-
breathing dragon and the evil Lord Farquaad to win
Princess Fiona’s hand, the ogre has to face now the
most difficult challenge: his in-laws. Once at home,
they find an invitation to visit Princess Fiona’s par-
ents, the King and Queen of the Kingdom of Far Far
Away.

Girlwithapearl earring

UK, 2003. 91. Dir.: Peter Webber. With: Scarlettt
Johansson Colin Firth, Tom Wilkinson, Judith Part-
fitt, Cillian Murphy. Grietis a 17 year-old girl who has
to leave home from the Dutch city of Delft to work
as a babysitter in the house of the painter Jan Verm-
eer. Shy and sensitive, she starts a quiet emotional
relationship with the great teacher of the 17th cen-
tury. They find refuge in study, and Griet becomes
the paintor'smuse andinspiration.

DasTestamentdes Dr. Mabhuse
Germany, 1933. 80°. Dir.: Fritz Lang. Fritz Lang’s
masterpiece focuses on the terrifying atmosphere in
Nazi Germany. Lang uses once again the character
Dr. Mabuse (which he also usedin 1922), a criminal
following Nazi orders in post-warBerlin.

JanisetJohn

France, 2003. 105’. Dir.: Samuel Benchetrit. With:
Sergi Lopez, Marie Trintignant, Francois Cluzet. Pa-
blo Sterni is an honest insurance salesman who is
in deep financial trouble. If he cannot get his hands
on half a million francs in two weeks, he could go to
jail. He then learns his cousin has justinherited a mil-
lion francs from his recently deceased father. This
is the last film made by Marie Trintignant just a few
months before she was murdered.

Kill Bill. Volume 1

USA,2003.111’. Dir.: Quentin Tarantino. With: Uma
Thurman, Lucy Liu, Viveca A. Fox, Michael Madsen,
Daryl Hannah, David Carradine. The body of a young
pregnant woman lies on the floor in a rural church
inEl Paso. She is wearing a blood splatered wedding
dress. Years later, when the Bride awakes from the
coma,she sherealizes whathappenedto herand pre-
paresforrevenge...

Lamalaeducacion (Bad

Education)

Spain,2003.115’. Dir.: Pedro Aimoddvar. With: Fele
Martinez, Gael Garcia Bernal, Javier Camara, Lluis
Homar. A young boy is sexually violated by a priest
and separated from his friend in a Catholic church.
Years later, the two friends meet again. One of them
is a transvestite wanting to become an actor while
the other one is a successful film director. Together,
they recall their childhood and the difficult times they
wentthroughatschool.

Peter Pan

USA, 2003. 113", Dir.: P.J. Hogan. With: Jason
Isaacs, Jeremy Sumpter, Rachel Hurd-Wood, Olivia
William, Ludivine Sagnier. Wendy Darling is a lovely
preteen in Victorian London who entertains her little
brothers, John and Michael, with fantastic tales
about Peter Pan and his adventures. Her parents urge
herto grow up, but she resists. One night, Peter Pan
comesto herroomand soon Wendy and her brothers
are flying to Neverland, where there is no need to
grow up...

Salinui chueok (Memories of

murder)

Corea, 2004. 129'. Dir.: Bong Joonho. With: Kim
Sang-Kyng, Song Kang-Ho. From 1986 to 1991, ten
women were raped and then murdered in a small vil-
lage in Seill. The high class society didnt like the idea
ofaserial killerandtried to hide the facts.

The Butterfly Effect

USA, 2004.113". Dir.: Eric Bress, J. Mackye Gruber.
With: Ashton Kutcher, Melora Walters, Amy Smart,
Elden Henson. Evan Treborn is a young man who
tries tries to forget his horrible childhood memories.
He devises a technique of travelling back in time in

Films showing in original version in Barcelona

order to repair the damage. But every time he goes
back into the past, he only makes things worse.

The Ladykillers

EUA, 2004. Dir.: Joel i Ethan Coen. With: Tom
Hanks, Irma P. Hall, Marlon Wayans. An eccentric
professor and his three accomplices plan to rob
”Bandit Queen”, a riverboat casino on Mississipi.
They are staying in Mrs.Muson’s house and are go-
ing to dig a tunnel to where the money is kept. But
dealing with Mrs. Munson appears to be more dif-
ficultthanthey expect.

The Mother

Regne Unit, 2004. 112, Dir.: Roger Michell. With:
Anne Reid, Daniel Craig. May is a grandmother who
lives in the suburbs. When her husband dies during
their family visit to London, she finds herself sub-
merged in her children’s stressful metropolitan life.
But when she meets Darren, everything changes for
her.

Troy

EUA, 2004. 160'. Dir.: Wolfgang Petersen. With:
Brad Pitt, Eric Bana, Orlando Bloom, Sean Bean,
Brendan Gleeson. In 1193 B.C., Prince Paris (Orlan-
do Bloom), son of Priam, the king of Troy, seduces
Menelau’s wife, Helen, the most beautiful woman in
the world. He convinces herto follow him away from
herhusband, setting the two nations at war with each
other. Menelaus and his brother, Agamemnon, go to
war against Troy, partly because of Helen, but more
because it is an excuse to conquer the Trojans.
Achilles, the greatest warrior among the Greeks,
helps AgamemnontofightagainstTroy.

Unfilme falado

Portugal-France, 2003. 96°. Dir.: Manoel de Oliveira.
With: Leonor Silveira, John Malkovich. Leonor Sil-
veira, John Malkovich. Rosa Maria,a young History
teacher at University of Lisboa, goes on a Mediter-
ranean cruise with her daughter, Maria Joana. As
they travel from France to Turkey, Rosa Maria talks
to her daughter about world history. She plans to
meether husbandin Bombay, andthengo on holiday
together.

Wilbur Wants to Kill Himself
Dinamarca, 2004. 105’. Dir.: Lone Scherfig. With:
Jamie Sives, Adrian Rawlins, Shirley Henderson.
Wilbur is successful with women, he has a good job
andagreatbrother, butheis nothappy. Disappointed
by life, he decides to commit suicide. But this is not
aseasyashethinks...

Harry Potter and the prisoner of

Askaban

USA2004. 136’. Dir.: Daniel Radcliffe. With: Emma
Watson, Rupert Grint, Robbie Coltrane. Potter and
his friends find themselves at the Hogwarts school
for their third year studies, where they try to find out
aboutthe mistery of Sirius Blank - adangerous magi-
cian and complice of Lord Voldemort, who wants to
revenge againstHarry Potter. Atthe same time, Harry
will discover more secrets fromhis past.

Confessions of adangerous mind
USA, 2004. 113’. Dir.: George Clooney. With: Sam
Rockwell, George Clooney, Drew Barrymore, Julia
Roberts. Chuck Bariis is a successful showman who
led a double life as he also worked as an assassin
forthe Cia.

lamDina

Norway, 2002. 121’. Dir: Ole Bornedal. With: Maria
Bonnevie, Gerard Depardieu. Little Dina involontarily
causes her mother’s death in an accident. Dina’s
father cannot forgive his daughter and refuses to
raise her; she is sentto be looked after by the house-
hold servants. Dina becomes a wild creature, unable
tospeakorread, untilakind family friend, Jacob, con-
vinces Dina’s father to hire a totor to take care of her.

Machuca

Chile, 2004. Dir.: Andrés Wood.With: Federico Lupi,
Tamara Acosta. After the Pinochet coup d’état, little
Pedro Machuco, child of a very poor family, starts
classes in a private school. He makes friends with
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Barcelona

1 CASABLANCA
Swing (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.00-20.00-22.15

Um filme falado (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.00-20.00-22.15

1 FILMOTECA DE CATALUNYA

Kuroi Ame (V.0.S.E) 17.30
The Italian 19.30
Narbonne, réfugiés espagnols (V.0.S.C) 22.00
Goya (V.0.S.C) 22.00
Coeur Fidele 22.00
1 MELIES

Zelig (V.0.S.E) 16.30
La Casita blanca 16.30
Psycho 18.00
Rumble fish (V.0.S.E) 18.30
To catch a thief (V.0.S.E) 20.15
Bananas (V.0.S.E) 20.30
Vértigo (V.0.S.E) 22.30
The conversation (V.0.S.E) 22.30
1 RENOIR FLORIDABLANCA

The Mother (V.0.S.E) 16.00-20.35

Und fiihre uns in Versuchung (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.10-20.20-22.30

Machuca

16.00-18.20-20.35-22.50

Shrek 2 (V.0.S.E)

16.05-18.05-20.05-22.05

Lultimo bacio (V.0.S.E)

16.10-18.25-20.35-22.45

Janis et John (V.0.S.E)

16.15-18.20-20.25-22.30

La mala educacion

16.15-18.30-20.40-22.50

Salinui chueok (V.0.S.E)

18.10-22.45

1 RENOIR LES CORTS

Machuca 16.00-18.20-20.35-22.50
L'ultimo bacio (V.0.S.E) 16.00-18.15-20.30-22.45
Héctor 16.05-18.20-20.35-22.50

The Ladykillers (V.0.S.E)

16.05-20.40

El abrazo partido

16.10-18.15-20.15-22.15

Shrek 2 (V.0.S.E)

16.15-18.30-20.30-22.40

Janis et John (V.0.S.E)

18.25-22.50

1 VERDI
Arven (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.15-20.30-22.45

Confessions of a Dangerous Mind (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.15-20.30-22.40

Wilbur Wants to Kill Himself (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.10-20.20-22.30

Baran (V.0.S.E)

16.10-18.10-20.20-22.35

Camino de Santiago. El origen

16.30-20.30

Das Testament des Dr. Mabuse (V.0.S.E)

18.00-22.20

1 VERDI PARK
Whale Rider (V.0.S.E)

16.05-18.15-20.30-22.40

The shape of things (V.0.S.E)

16.10-18.15-20.30-22.40

Russian Ark (V.0.S.E)

16.15-18.15-20.20-22.35

La muerte de nadie

16.20-18.20-20.35

Und fiihre uns in Versuchung (V.0.S.E) 22.40
1 YELMO ICARIA
La meglio gioventu (V.0.S.E) 11.15-14.30

The Ladykillers (V.0.S.E)

11.20-13.30-15.45-18.00-20.15-22.30

Wilbur Wants to Kill Himself (V.0.S.E)

11.20-13.30-15.45-18.00-20.35-22.50

Whale Rider (V.0.S.E)

11.20-13.30-15.45-18.00-20.15-22.45

Janis et John (V.0.S.E)

11.30-13.50-16.00-18.15-20.35-22.50

Confessions of a Dangerous Mind (V.0.S.E)

11.30-14.00-16.30-19.00-22.00

Peter Pan (V.0.S.E)

11.30-13.45

Shrek 2 (V.0.S.E)

11.30-13.45-16.00-18.15-20.30-22.45

Um filme falado (V.0.S.E)

11.30-13.30-15.30-18.00-20.00-22.00

Unconditional love (V.0.S.E)

11.40-14.10-16.45-19.15-22.30

| am Dina (V.0.S.E)

11.40-14.10-16.45

The day after tomorrow (V.0.S.E)

11.40-14.10-17.00-19.45-22.30

Arven (V.0.S.E)

11.40-14.10-17.00-19.30-22.15

Troy (V.0.S.E)

12.00-15.30-18.50-22.00

Harry Potter and the prisoner of Azkaban (V.0.S.E)

12.00-15.30-18.30-21.30

The Butterfly Effect (V.0.S.E)

16.00-18.15-20.35-22.50

Kill Bill. Volume 1 (V.0.S.E)

18.00-20.30-22.50

Perfecto amor equivocado

19.15-22.00

Girona

1 TRUFFAUT
Girl with a pearl earring (V.0)

18.30-20.30-22.30

www.yelmocineplex.es.

CASABLANCA. Pg. de Gracia, 115. Metro L3-L5 Diagonal. 93 218 43 45. Cheap rates Mondays,
except holidays. FILMOTECA DE CATALUNYA. Av. Sarria, 33. Metro L5 Hospital Clinic. 93 316 27 80.
MELIES. Villarroel, 102. Metro L1 Urgell. 93 451 00 51. Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays.
RENOIR FLORIDABLANCA. Floridablanca, 135. Metro L1-L2 Universitat. 93 426 33 37.
www.cinesrenoir.com. Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays. Anticipated sales: www.cinentradas.com.
RENOIR LES CORTS. Eugeni d'Ors, 12. Metro L3 les Corts. 93 490 55 10. www.cinesrenoir.com.
Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays. Anticipated sales: www.cinentradas.com. VERDI. Verdi, 32.
Metro L3 Fontana. 93 238 79 90. www. cinemes-verdi.com. Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays.
VERDI PARK. Torijos, 49. Metro L3 Fontana. 93 238 79 90. www.cinemes-verdi.com. Cheap rates
Mondays, except holidays. YELMO ICARIA. Salvador Espriu, 61. Metro L4 Ciutadella-Vila. 902 22 09
22. www.yelmocineplex.es. Cheap rates Mondays, except holidays. Anticipates sales: 902 22 09 22 and

Gonzalo andtogetherthey will bear witness of the so-
cialchangesinthe country.

Elabrazo partido

Argentina, 2004. Dir.:Daniel Burman. With: Daniel
Hendler, Adriana Aizemberg. Ariel is a young man
from Buenos Aires whose world revolves around his
mother’s linen shop. The film takes place in the cap-
italin crisis, whichmany people wanttoleave, hoping
to find a better life in Europe. But when his father ar-
rives, Ariel he finds his life is about to change.

Whale Rider

New Zealand, 2004. Dir.: Niki Caro. With: Keisha
Castle-Hughes, Rawiri Paratene. The descendents
of the whale rider have no heir. Paikea is a Maori girl
from a small New Zealand coastal village who has
toface herdestiny: becomethe heir of the great chief.

The shape of things

USA, 2003.Dir.:Neil LaBute. With: Gretchen Mol,
PaulRudd. Amodern story of love, sexand art, which
tells of the intense relationship between Evelyn and
Adam. Evelyn is an art student and her last project
turnsherboyfriend, Adam, intoacompletely different
person. Their friends don'tlike the physical and psy-
chological changes that Adam goesthrough...

The day after tomorrow

USA, 2004.125’. Dir.:Roland Emmerich. With:Den-
nis Quaid, Jake Gyllental, EmmyRossum, SelaWard.
Sudden global warming has devastating consequen-
ces for the entire planet. In the middle of this cata-
strophe is Adrian Hall( Quaid), a paleoclimatologist
(a scientist who studies the ways weather patterns
changedinthe past), who struggles to save the world
fromthe effects of global warming.

Unconditional love

USA, 2002. 121’. Dir.: P.J. Hogan. With: Kathy
Bates, Ruppert Everett, Dan Aykroyd. Grace Beasley
spent all her life taking care of her husband and chil-
dren. When her husband leaves her, Grace travels to
London for the funeral of Victor Fox, her favourite
singer. There, she meets Everett, thelover ofthe dead
pop star, and she convinces himto come backto Chi-
cago with her to figure out who killed the singer.

Baran

Iran, 2004. 94’. Dir.: Majid Majdi. With: Hossein
Abedini, Zahra Bahrami. A sacrifice and devotion
story about Lateef, a seventeen-year boy from Te-
heran. One day he realises that one of the boys work-
ingwith himis a girlwho struggles to supportherpoor
family. Lateef falls in love decides to help her.

Tocatchathief

USA, 1955.106". Dir.: Alfred Hitchcock. With: Gary
Grant, Grace Kelly, J.Royce Landis. John is an ex-
jewellery thiefknown as el Gato who lives in his luxury
home in Costa Brava trying to forget his dark past.

The conversation

USA, 1974. 111", Dir.: Francis Ford Coppola. With:
Gene Hackman, John Cazale, Allen Garfield. Harry
Caul is in charge of spying on a couple private con-
versations. When he is about to be paid he realises
that the content of the tapes could put the couple in
danger, which persuades him to get involved in the
caseandtrytosortthings out.

Rumble Fish

USA, 1984. 90°. Dir.: Francis Ford Coppola. With:
Mickey Rourke, Matt Dillon, Diane Lane, James Doo-
han. Rusty James can’t except the fact that the days
of rumbles and street brawls are long gone. That's
why he wants to emulate the actions of his elder
brother who was leader of the most feared gang in
the cityforalongtime.

Psycho

USA, 1960. 105’. Dir.: Alfred Hitchcock. With: An-
thony Perkins, Janet Leigh, Vara Miles. An office
worker takes the four hundred dollars that her boss
gave her to deposit in the bank, and runs off to Cal-
iforniatomeetherboyfriendand startanewlife. Trap-
ped in a storm and tired of driving she exits the mo-
torway and stops in front of Motel Bates, where the
manager seems dominated by his mother.
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